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DEAN SWIF T*s 

CORRESPO:S[DENCE. 

■I- 

LETTER CCCLX. 

-WILLIAM PULTENET, ESQj AFTERWARDS 
EARL OF BATH, TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London^ Sept. 3. 1726. 

1 Received the favour of your kind letter at 
my Lord Chetwyn's ; and though you had fo 
much goodnefs as to forbid my anfwering it 
at that time, yet I fhould be inexcufable, now I 
have perfeftly recovered my health and ftrength, 
if I did not return you my very hearty thanks for 
your concern for me during my illnefs. Though 
our acquaintance has not been of long date, yet 
I think I may venture to aifure you, that, even 
among your old friends, you have not many 
who have a jufter regard for your merit than I 
have. I could wifli that thofe, who. are more able 
to ferve you than I am, had tbe fame defire of 
doing it. And yet methinks, now I confider it, 
and fefle£k who they are, I fh^ould be forry they 
had the merit of doing fo right a thing. As wel^ 
as I wifli you, I would rather not have you pro- 
vided for yet, than provided for by thofe that I 
don't like. Mr Pope tells me, that we fliall fee 
Vol. XV. A . ^o\i 
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you in ipring. When we meet again, I flatter 
myfelf we ftiall not part fo foon ; and I am in 
hopes you will allow^ me a longer (hare of your 
company than you did. All I can fay to engage 
you to come a little oftener to my houfe, is to 
.promife that you fliall not have one difh of meat 
fo difguifed, but you fliall eafily know what it is. 
You ftiall have a cup of your own for fmall-beer 
and wine mixed together ; you fliall have no wo- 
men at table, if you don't like them, and no men 
but fuch as like you. I wiflied mightily to be in 
London before you left it, having fomething 
which I would willingly have communicated to 
you, that I do not think fo difcreet to trufl: to a 
letter. Do not let your expeftations be raifed as 
if it was a matter of any great confequence : It 
is not that, though I fliould be mighty glad yoit 
knew it ; and perhaps I may foon find a way of 
letting you do fo. 

Our parliament, they now fay, is not to meet 
till after Chriftmas, the chief bufinefs of it being 
to give money. It may be proper the minifters 
fliould know, a little before it meets, how much 
farther they have run the nation in debt, that they 
may prudently .conceal or provide what they 
think fit. 1 am told, that many among us be- 
gin to grumble that England fliould be obliged 
to fupport the charge of a very expenfive war, 
whilft all the other powers of Europe are in 
peace. But I will enter no farther into public 
matters, taking it for granted, that a letter di- 
reQed to you, and franked by me, cannot fail 

of 
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of raifing the curiofity of fome of our vigilant 
minifters, and that they will open it, though wc 
know it is not cudomary for them fo to do. Mrs 
Pulteney is very much your humble fervant, and 
I am, with great truth, gir^ your ^lo{l obedient 
buruble fervant. 



LETTER CCCLXI. 

liH GAT TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London, Sept. 16. 1^26* 

SINCE I wrote laft, I have been always upon 
^he ramble. I have been in Oxford(hire 
with the Duke and Dutchefsof Qu^enfberry, and 
at Peterfham, and wherefoever they would carry 
me } but as they will go to Wiltfliirc without 
me, on Tucfday next, for two or three months» 
I believe I (hall then have finiflied my travels for 
this year, and (hall not go farther from London, 
than now and then to Twickenham. I faw Mr 
Pope on Sunday, who hath lately efc^ped a very 
great danger 1 but is very much wounded acrofs 
his right hand. Coming home in the dark a- 
bout a week ago, alone in my Lord Doling- 
broke's coach from Dawley, he was overturned, 
where a bridgeHias been broken down, near 
Whitton, about a mile from his own houfe. He 
was thrown into the river with the glaffes of the 
coach up, and was up to the knots of his peri- 
wig isk water. The footman broke the glafs to 
A 2 draw 
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draw him out ; by which, he thinks he received 
the cut acrofs his hand. He was afraid he IhouM 
have loft the ufe of his little finger, and the 
next to it ; but the furgeon, whom he fent for 
laft Sunday from Ltmdon to examine it, told 
him that his fingers were fafe j that there were 
two nerves cut, but no tendon. He was in very 
good health, and very good fpirits, and the 
wound in a fair way of being foon healed *. 
The inftruftions you fent me to communicate to 
the doctor about the finger, I tranfcribed from 
your own letter and fent to him ; for, at that 
time, he was going every other day to Winili' 
for-park to vifit Mr Congrcve, who hath beeti 
extremely ill^ but is now recovered. I dined 
and fupped on Monday laft with Lord and Lady 
Bolingbroke, at Lord Berkeley's, at Cranford, 
and returned to London with the Duke and 
Dutchefs' of Queenfberry, on ^Tuefday by two 
b*clock in the morning. You are remembered 
always with great refpeft by all your acquaint- 
ance, and every one of them wifliea for your 
return. The lottery begins to be drawn on Mon- 
'day next, but my week of attendance will be 
the firft in Oftober. I am obliged to follow the 
engravers to make them difpatch my plates foy 
the Fables •, for without it I find they proceed 
ut very flowly. I take your advice in this, as 
I wi(h to do in all things, and frequently revile 
*mv work, in order to finifti it as well as I can. 
' ^ Mr 

\ .• See Lord Bolingbroke^s account oT this accident, in 
hislctur dated September 22. 1726. 
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BfrPttltency takei the letter you fent him in the 
Idndeft manner % sind I believe he iS| except ^ 
lew ezcurGon9» (iz^d in town for the winter* 
A$ for the particular affair that ypu want to be 
informed ia^ we are a^ yet wholly in the dark f 
but Mr Fope will follow your inftru^ions. { 
have not feen Mr9 Howard a great whiki which 
you know mui); be a great mortification and felf<* 
denial ; but in my cafe it is particularly unhap** 
py, that a man cannot contriTe to be in two 
place9 at the fame time : If I could, \i%ile you 
are there, one pf them fhould be always Publin*^ 
But» after ally it is a filly thing to be with ^ 
friend by halves; fp that I will give up all thoughts 
of bringing this projed^ to perfection, if yoi» 
will contrive that we (ball meet again foon* I 
am, dear Sir, your moil obliged and ^fie£lipa*i 
ate friend and iervant*' 

J. CAY. 



LETTER CCCLXIL 

DR AlCBUTHNOTT TO DH SWIFT. 

London i Sept. 20. 172^. 

IH-tvE been balancing, dear Sir, tbcfc thr^e 
day$, whether I ihould write to you firft, 
Laying afide the fuperiority of your dignity, I 
thought a notification was due to me,, as well as 
to two others of my friends : Then I confider- 
cdj, that this was done in the public news, with 
A3 501 
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all the formalities of reception of a lord-lieute* 
nant. I reflefted on the dependency of Ireland j 
but, faid I, what if mjr friend fhould.difpatc 
this? Then I confidered, that letters were al- 
ways introduced at firft from the civilized to the 
barbarous kingdom. In (hort, my affcfkion, 
and the pleafure of correfponding with my dear 
friend, prevailed ; and fince you moft difdain- • 
fiilly and barbaroufly confined me to two lines 
a-montW I was refolved to plague you with 
twentfTnnes that number, though I think it 
was a fort of a compliment to be fuppofed ca- 
pable of faying any thing in two lines. The 
Gafcoyne alked only to fpeak one word to the 
French King 5 which the King confining him to, 
he brought a paper, and faid, Signezy and not a 
word more. Your negotiation with the finging 
man is in the hands of my daughter Nancy, 
who, I can aflure you, will neglect nothing 
that concerns you : She has wrote about it. Mr 
Pope has been in hazard of his life by drowning : 
Coming late two weeks ago, from Lord BoHng- 
broke's in his coach and {i^Kj a bridge on a little 
river being broke down, they were obliged to go 
through the water, which was not too high ; but 
the coach was overturned in it j and the glafs 
being np, which he could not break nor get 
down, he was very near drowned ; for the foot- 
man was ftuck in the mud, and could hardly 
come in time to his affiftance. He had that in 
common with Horace, that it was occafioned by 
the tniok of a tree 5 but it was trunco rheda lY- 
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hp/ay ftffue Faunus iSium ^esctra Itvabat : for he 
was wounded in the left hand, but, thank. God^ 
without any danger \ but, by the cuttfaig of a 
large ^vefTel, loft a great deal of blood. I have 
been with Mrs Howard, who has a moft intole« 
rable pain in one fide of her head. I had a great 
deal of difcourfb with your friend^ her Royal 
' Highnefs. She infifted upon your wit and good 
converfation. . I told her Royal Highnefs, that 
was not what I valued you for, but fo^y>eing % 
fincere honeft man, and fpeaking thctnith, 
when others were afraid to fpeak it. I have 
been for near three weeks together every day at 
the Dutchefs of Marlborough's, with Mr Con- 
greve, who has been like to die with a fever 
and the gout in his ftomach; but he is now 
better^ and like to do well. My brother was 
like to be caft away going to France *, there was 
a ihip loft juft by him. I write this in a dull 
humour, but with moft fincere afiedion, to an 
ungrateful man as you are, that mmds every bo- 
dy more than me, except what concerns my in- 
tereft. My dear friend, farewel. 

J. E T T E R CCCLXni. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

London^ Sept. 22. 1726. 

A Bookseller, who fays be is in a few day$ 
going to Dublin, calls here, and oflers to 
etrry a. letter to you. I cannot refift the temp- 

miOQ 
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lation of writing to you, though I have notbingp 
to fey more by thU conveyance than I fiioold 
ha? e by that of the poft ; though I have lately 
clubbed with Pope to make up a moft elegant e*» 
piftle to you in profe and verfe y and though I 
wrote the other day the firft paragraph of thai 
Chcdder * letter which i$ preparing for you*- 
The only excufe» then^ which I can plead for - 
writing now, is, that the letters will coft yo« 
IKHhiiig^ Have you heard of the accident which, 
befel poor Pope in going lately from me ? A 
bridge was down, the coach forced to go through 
the water, t1ie bank deep, a hole on one fidCj 
and a block of timber on the other, the night at 
dark as pitch. In fhort, he overturned v the fall 
was broke by the water ; but the glaffes were 
up, and he might have been drowned, if one of 
my men had not broke a glafs, and pulled him. 
out through the window. His right hand was 
feverely cut \ but the furgeon thinks him in no 
danger of lofing the ufe of his fingers : Howe- 
ver, he has lately had very great pains in that 
arm from the (boulder downwards,, which might 

create 

• A CKetfcler letter is a letter written by the contribn.. 
tion of fevcral friew^a,. each farnifhing a paragraph* 
The name i» borrowed from that of .a large and excel* 
lent cheefe made at Chedder in Gloucefter/liire, vbere 
all the dairier contribute to make the cheefe, which is 
thus made of new milk or frefh cream ; of which ^ one 
dairy not fiirnilhing a fafficient qnaxiiity, the common- 
pra<5tice is to make cheeCb of milk or cream that has been 
fet by^ till a proper quantity tfrprofored; asid then pwi 
of it at leaft is ftale. 
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create a fufpicion that fome of the glafs remains 
ftiJl in the flefh, St Andre fays there is none. 
If fo, thefe pains are owing to a cold he took in 
t fit of gallantry, which carried him acrofs the 
water to fee Mrs Howard, who has been ex- 
tremely ill, but is much better. Juft as I am 
writing, 1 hear that Dr Arbuthnott fays, that 
Pope's pains are rheumatic, and have no rela- 
tion to his wounds. He fuflPers very much ; I 
will endeavour to fee him to-morrow. Let me 
hear from you as often as you can afibrd to 
write. I would fay fomething to you of niyfelf^ 
if I *had any good to fay ; but I am much in the 
fame way in which you left me, eternally bufy 
about trifles, difagreeable in themfelves, but ren- 
dered fupportable by their end; which is, to 
enable me to bury fliyfelf from the world (who 
cannot be more tired of me than I am of it) in 
an agreeable fepulchre. I hope to bring this a- 
bput by next fpring, and ihall be glad to fee you 
at my funeral. Adieu. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXIV. 

BR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWlfT, THEN Xt« 
LONJOON *. 

DEAR SIR, [Indorfed 1726.] 

IHatb be^i at yoiir loilgings this morning, 
but yoa was out early. Her Koyal High* 
•cfs begs the honour of a vifit from you on 
Thttrfday night at fcven o'clock. You are to be 
attended by> dear Sir, your moil faithful humble 
fenrant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT, 

I hope you will not engage yourfelf at 
that hour j but I fhall fee you before 
that time* Tuefday, 3 o'clock. 



LETTER CCCLXY. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Whltthall^ 0£f. 22. 1726. 

BEFORE I fay one word to you, give me leave 
to fay fomething of the other gentle- 
inan*s afiair. The letter was feat \ and the 

anfwer 

• The Dean went to London in tlie beginning of Aprfl 
1736; and this invitation was made by her Royal Higl#* 
aefs, afterwards Queen Caroline, £oqa after \ but k Is uor 
cortaia on what day. 
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anfwrr was, Tliat tttty thing wds finiihed and 
concluded according to orders \ and that it \rould 
be publicly known to be fo in a very few days i 
fo that I think tliere can kft no oecafidn (or his 
writing any more abtmt this afTair. 

The letter ycfn wrote to Mr Po|)e was not 
received till eleven or twelve days after date ; 
and the poft-officc, we fuppofe, have very vigi- 
lant officers ; for they had taken care to make 
him pay for a double letter. I wtfli I could tell 
you, that the cutting of the tendon of two of his 
fingers was a joke ; but it is really fo : The wound 
is quite healed ; his hand is ftill wieak, and the 
two fingers drop downwards, as I told you be- ^ 
fore * ; but I hope it will be very little trouble- 
fome or detrimental to him. In anfwer to our 
letter of maps, piftures, and receipts, you call it 
a tripartite letter. If you will examine it once 
again, you will find fome lines of Mrs Howard, 
and fome of Mr Pultcney, which you have not 
taken the leaft notice of. The receipt of the 
veal is of Monfieur Davaux, Mr Puhettey's cook ; 
and it hath been approved of at one of our 
Twickenham entertainments. The difficulty of 
the fauce-pan, I believe, you will find is owing 
to a negligence in perufing the manufcript ; for, 
if I remember right, it is there called a ftew-pan. 
Tour earthen veffel, provided it is clofe flopped, 
I allow to be a good fuccedamum. As to the 

boiling 

• In lilf preeedtng l^ter, he fays, no te«don is tut: 
He muft therefore refer to a letter not ia^^is coUe(5lion9 
if his meittory did ndt &U him. 
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boiling chickens in >a wooden bowl, I (hall be 
quite aihamed to confult Mrs Howard upon your 
account, who* thinks herfelf entirely negle&ed 
by you, in not writing to her as you promiled : 
Howeve/, let her take it as Ihe will, to ferve a 
friend, I'll venture to afk it of her. The Prince 
and his family come to fettle in town to-mor^ 
row. That Mr Pulteney expefted an anfwer to 
his letter, and, would be extremely, pleafed to 
bear from you, is very certain 5 for I have heard 
him talk of it with expeftation for above a fort- 
night. 

1 have of late been very much out of order with 
a flight fever, which I am not yet quite- free 
from. ,^It was occaiioned by a cold, which my 
attendance at the Guild-Hall improved. I have 
not a friend, who has got any thing under my 
adminiftration, but the Dutchefs of Queenfbcrryj 
who hath had a benefit of a thoufand pounds. 
Your mentioning Mr Rollinfon * fo kindly, will, 
I know, give him much pleafure 5 for he always 
talks of you with great regard, and in the ftrong- 
eft terms of friendfliip. He hath been of late ill 
of a fever, but is recovered fo as to go abroad and 
take the air. 

If the engravers keep their word with me, I 
(hall be able to publifh my Fables foon after 
Chriftmas. The Dolor's book f is entirely 

printed 

■ • ' A great friend tof Lord Bollngbrokc, Dr Swift, and 
Mr Pope. He married the widow of John Earl of Win- 
Chelfea.' 
^ t ' Arbuthnott's tables of anciexit coim, &c*' 
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printed off, and will be very foon publiflied* I 
believe you'll expeft that I (hould give you feme ac- 
count how I have fpent my time fincc you left me. 
I have attended my diftrefled friend at Twickcn-* 
ham, and been his amanuetifisy which you know 
is no idle charge, 1 hav€ read about half Vir- 
gil, and half Spenfer's Fairy-queen, I ftill de- 
fpife court-preferments, <fo that I lofe no time 
upon attendance on great men ; and ftill can find 
amufement enough without quadrille, which 
here is the univerfal employment of life. 

I thought you would be glad to hear from me, 
fo that I determined not to ftir out of my lod- 
gings till I had anfwered your letter ; and I think 
I iliall very probably hear more of the matter 
(which I mention in the firft paragraph of this 
letter) as foon as I go abroad j for I expeft it e- 
very day. We have no news as yet of Mr Stop- 
ford : Mr RoUinfon told me he Ihall know of his 
arrival, and will fend me word. Lord Boling- 
broke hath been to make a vifit to Sir William 
Wyndham. I hear he is returned, but I have 
not feen him. If I had been in a better ftate of 
health, and Mrs Howard * were npt to come to 
town to-morrow, I would have gone to Mr 
Pope's to-day, to haye dined with him there on 
Monday. 

You afk me how to addrefs to Lord B-*— -, 
when you are difpbfed to write to him. If you 
mean Lord Burlington, he is, not yet returned 

Vol. XVL B from 

♦ Afterwards Countefs of SufFolk, from whom Mr Gay 
at this time had expe (Stations. 
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from France, but is expe^ed every day. If you 
mean Lord Bathurft, he is in Gloacefterfeire, 
and mates but a very fhort ftay ; fo that if you 
direft to one of them in St JamesVfquare, or to 
the other at Burlington-houfe in Piccadilly, your 
letter will find them. I Mrill make your compli- 
ments to Lord Chefterfield and Mr Pultency ; ^ 
hnd I beg you, in return, to .make mine to Mr 
Ford. Next week 1 (hall have a new coat, and 
new buttons for the birth-day, though I don't 
know but a turn*coat might have been more for 
my advantage. Tour's moft fincefely and affec- 
tionately. 

P. S. I hear that Lord Bolingbroke will be in 
town, at his houfe in Pall-mall, next week. 

A« we cannot enjoy any good things without 
your partaking of it, accept the following receipt 
^ for iftcwing veal *. 

Take a knuckle of veal 5 
You may buy it, or fteal. 
In a few pieces cut it : 
In a (lewing-pan put it. 
Salt, pepper, and mace 
Mud feafon this knuckle -, 
Then f what's joinM to a place. 
With other herbs muckle ; 

That 

• This i« fuppofed to be the receipt of Mr Pulteneys 
ctfok, mentioned in the preceding part of this letter, vcr- 
£fied. 

t Vulgo, f alary. 
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That which killed King * Will ; 

And what n^vcr f ftands ftill. 

Some J fprigs of that bed 

Where children are bred ; 

Whjch much you will mend, if 

Both fpinnage and endivei 

And lettice and heety 

With marygold ipncet. 

Put no water at all, 

For it maketh things fmall ; 

Which left it ftiould happen, 

A clofe cover clap on. 

Put this pot of Wood's metal H 

In a hot boiling kettle, 

And there let it be 

(Mark the da£lrine I teach) 

About— let me fee, — 

Thrice as long as you preach $ i 

So (kimming the fat off, 

Say grace with your hat off. 

O then with what rapture 

Will it fill Dean and Chapter ! 

B2 LETTER 

* Siippofed forrtl. 

!• This is by Pr Bcntlcy thought to be time, or thyme. 

; Parfley. Vide Chamberlojne, ^ 

I Copper. 

\ * Which we fappofp to be near four hours.' 
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LETTER CCCLXVI. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

London J Nov. 8. 1726. 

I Take it mighty kindly that a man of your 
high pod, dear Sir, was plcafed to write me 
fo long a letter. I look upbn the captain Tom 
of a great nation to be a much greater man than 
the governor of it. 

I am forry your commiflion about your finger 
has not been executed fooner. It is not Nanny's 
fault, who has fpoke feveral times to Dr Pepufch 
about it, and wrote three or four letters, and re- 
ceived for anfwer, that he would write for the 
young fellow j but dill nothing is done. I will 
endeavour to get his name and diredlion,* and 
write to him myfelf. 

Your books (hall be fent as direfted : They 
have been printed above a month 5 but I cannot 
get my fubfcribers names *. I will make over 
all my profits to you for the property of Gulli- 
ver's travels, which, I believe, will have as great 
a run as John Buny'an. Gulliver is a happy 
man that, at his age, can write fuch a merry 
j^ook. 

I made my Lord Archbifhop's f compliments 

to , 

• To a work in 4to, intitled/" Tables of Ancient Coins* 
Weights, and Meafures, explained and exemplified in ff* 
Yeral Diflertations/ 

t ' Probably Archblihop King of Dttblia.' 
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tp her Royal Highnefs, who returns his Grace her 
thanks ; at fame time, Mrs Howard read your 
letter to herfelf. The princefs immediately fci. 
zed on your plaid * for her own ufe, and has or* 
dered the young princefTes to be clad in the 
fame. When I had the honour to fee her, (he 
was reading Gulliver, and was juft come to the 
pafiage of the hobbling prince ; which (he laugh* 
ed at. I tell you freely, the part of the projec* 
tors is the leaft brilliant. Lewis f grumbles a 
little iat it, and fays he wants the key to it, and 
is daily refigning. I fuppofe he will be able to 
publifh like Barnevelt 4: in time. I gave your 
fcrvice to Lady Harvey. She is in a little fort 
of a miff about a ballad that was wrote on her, t0 
the tune of Molly Mog, and fent to her in the 
name of a begging poet. She was bit, and wrote 
a letter to the begging poet, and deiired him ta 
change two double en tend res ; which the au- 
thors Mr Pulteney and Lord Chefterfield, chan^ 
ged to (ingle entendres. I was againft that, 
though I had a hand in the firft. She is no^ 
difpleafed, I believe, with the ballad^ but only 
with being bit. 

B 3 Ther« 

*- The Dean fent a prefeat of fome filk plaidi from 
Ireland, for the Priacefs of Wales and the joung pria- 
ceffcf. ^ 

t ' Erafinus Lewis, Efq;* 

I This refers to a pamphlet, -iiititled, « A Key to tb« 
Lock : or, A Trcatifc, proving beyond all Contra dii5l ion 
the di»ngeron« tendency of a late p')ctTi, intitlcd. The 
Rape of the Lock, to Government and religion.' By Kf- 
dras Barnevelt, Apothecary. The fecond edition of this 
piece was jmbliibed in 17/i/ in Svo. 
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iThere his been a comical paper about quav 
drille *, defcribing in the terms of a lewd de- 
bauch among four ladies^ meeting four gallants^ 
two of a ruddy, and two of a fwarthy com- 
plexion, talking of their a— es, isfc. The riddle is 
Carried on in pretty 'ftrong terms ; it was not - 
found out a long time. The ladies, imagining 
it to be a real thing, began to guefs who were of 
the party. A great minifter was for hangings 
the author. In (hort, it has made very good fport. 

Gay has had a little fever, but is. pretty well; 
recovered ; fo is Mr Pope. We fhall meet at 
Lord Bolingbroke'^s on Thurfday, in town, at 
dinner, and remember you. .Gulliver is in every 
body's bands* Lord Scarborough, who is no in-^ 
ventor of ftories, told me, that he fell in compa- 
ny with a mailer of a (hip, who told him that he 
'Was very well acquainted with Gulliver; but 
that the printer had miftaken, that he lived in 
Wapping, and not at Rotherhithe. I lent the 
book to an old gentleman, who went immediate- 
ly to his map to fearch for Lilliput. 

We expe£k war here. The city of London 
are all crying out for it *, that they fhall be all 
undone without it, there being now a total Hop- 
page of all trade. I think one of the beft cour- 
ies will be, to rig out a privateer for the Weil- 
ndies. Will you be concerned ? We will build 
her at Bermudas, and get Mr I^ean Berkeley f 
to be our manager^ 

^ Written by Mr Congrcr©* 
■ t He formed a defiga of fixing an nniverftty in the Ber- 
mudas. See note on Boluigbroke'i letter, dated July 2^ 
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1 had the hanour to fee Lord Oxford, who 
aiked kindly for you, and (aid he would write to 
yoii. If the projeft goes on of printing fomc 
papers, he has promifed to- give copies of fome 
things, which I believe cannot be found elfe- 
where. My brother Robert has been very ill of 
a rheamatifoi. Wifhing you all health and hap- 
pinefs, and not daring to write my paper on the 
other fide, I muft remain, dear Sir, your mo(t 
faithful htunble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 



LETTER CCCLXVIL 



HRS HOWARD (siNCE COUNTESS OF—} 
TO DR SWIFT* 

Nov. 1726^ 

I DID not expert, that the fight of my ring 
would produce the efiedl it has. I was in 
fuch a hurry to fhew your plaid to the princefs, 
that I could not (lay to put it into the fhape you 
defired. It pleafed extremeiy, and I have orders 
to fit it up according to the firft defign ; but as 
this is not proper for the public, your are de- 
fired to fend over, for. the fame princcfs's ufe, ' 
the height of the Brobdingnag dwarf multiplied 
by 2^. The young princefles muft be taken care 
of i theirs muft be in three (hares : For a ftiort 
method, you piay draw a line of 20 feet, and 
upon that, by two circles, form an equilateral 
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• 

triangle; tbcn meafuring each fide you will fitid 
the proper quantity and proper divtfion* If yo«r 
want a more particular or better rule, I refer. you 
to the academy of Legado *. I am of opiuioit 
many of this kingdom will foon appear ia your 
plaid. To this end it will be highly neceflary, 
that care be taken of difpofmg of the purple, the 
yellow and white filks ; and though the greens 
are for the princcfles, the officers are very vigi^ 
lant ; fo take care they are not feized. Don't 
forget to be obfervant how you difpofe of the co- 
lours. I fhail take all particular precautions to 
have the money ready, and to return it the way 
you judge fafeft. I think it would be worth 
your refle£ting in what manner the chequer 
might be beft managed. 

The princefs will take care,*that you (hall have 
pumps fufficient to ferve you till you return to 
England ; but thinks you cannot, in common 
decency, appear in heels f , ancj therefore advifcA 
your keeping clofe till they arrive. Here arc fe- 
veral Lilliputian mathematicians, fo that th# 
length of your head, or of your foot, is a fufE« 
cient mcafure. Send it by the firft opportunity; 
Don't forget our good friends the 500 weavcrsu* 
You may omit the gold thread. Manydxfputes 
have arifen here, whether the Big-Endians and 
Leflcr-Endians ever differed in opinion about 
the breaking of eggs, when they were to be ei* 

the* 

• See Gulliver's travels. 

t See Gullivers travels, where high and low hccU are 
mude thc'diiliaaion of political parties. 
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ther buttered or poached ? Or whether this part 
of cookery was ever known in Lilliput ? I cannot 
conclude without telling you, that our ifland ni 
in great joy 5* one of our yahoos having been de- 
livered of a creature, half ram and half yahoo i 
and another has brought forth four perfedk black 
rabbits *. May we not hope, and with fomc 
probability expcft, that, in time, our female ya* 
boos will produce a race of Houyhnhnms ? I am^ 
Sir, your bumble fervant, 

SIEVE YAHOO -h 



LETTER CCCLXVIIL 

Nov. id. 1 7 ad. 

IHave refolved to take time 5 and in fpite of 
all misfortunes and demurs, which ficknefs^ 
lamenefs, or difability of any kind can throw in my 
way, to write you (at intervals) a long letter. My 
two lead fingdVs of one hand hang impediments 
to the others %, like ufelefs dependents, who only 

take 

• Tills alludes to a famous impofter, Mary Tofts, of 
Godalmin, in Surry, called the rabbitwoman, who, in 
Nov. 1726, pretended to b« delivered of living rabbits, 
and impofed, among others, upon St Andre, a phyiician» 
who was her advocate* I think, ia print. 

+ Sieve Yahoo is a name given by Swift, ia his Gulli- 
ver** travels, to a court lady. 

i This was occafioned by a bad accident aahe was re- 
turning home in a friend's chariot; which in paffing a 
bridge was overturned, and thrown with the horfes into 
the river. The gUdes being up, and Mr Pope unaVAe to 
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take up room, and never are zGtivc or aiEftant 
to our wants. I fhall never be much the better 
for them.— I congratulate you firft upon what 
you call your coufm's wonderful book, which i$ 
puUica trita manu at prefent, and I prophefy will 
bcL hereafter the admiration of all men. That 
countenance with which it is received by fomc 
Aatefmen is delightful \ I wi(h I could tell you 
how every (ingle man looks upon it, to obferve 
which has been my whole diverfion this^ fort- 
night I've never been a night in London (ince 
you left me, till now, for this very end 5 and in- 
deed it has fully anfwered ray expeftations. 

I find no confiderablc man very angry at the 
book. Some indeed think it rather too bold, and 
too general a fatire : but none, that I hear of» 
accufe it of particular refle&ions ; (I mean no 
perfons of confequence, or good judgment ; the 
mob of critics, you know, alvirays are defirous io 
ipply fatire to thofe they envy for being abovt 
them) : fo that you needed not have, been fo fe# 
cret upon this head. Motte received the copyi 
he tells me, he knew from whence, not from 
whom, dropped at his houfe in the dark, from a 
hackney-coach. By computing the time, I found' 
it was after you left England ; fo, for my part, I 
fufpend my judgment. 

I am pleafed with the nature and quality of 

your 

break them^ he was in immediate danger of drowning; 
when the pofbillion, who had ju£b recovered himfelf^ beat ' 
the glafi which lay upper moft to pieces : a fragment of 
which cut oiM of Mr Po^x't hands very dangeroufly. 
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yonr prefent to tlic prmcefe. The Irifli ftnflF you 
font to Mrs H. her R. H. laid hold of, and has 
made op for her own ufe. Are you determined 
to 1>e national in every thing, even in your ciyi- 
lities ? You arc the greateft politician in Europe 
at this rate ; but as you are a rational politician, 
there's no great fear of you, you will never fuc- 
ced. 

Another thing in which you have pleafcd me, 
was what you fay to Mr P. ; by which it feems 
to me, that you value no man's civility above 
your, own dignity, or your own reafon. Surely, 
without flattery, yott arc now above all parties 
of men ; and it is high time to be fo, aftjer twenty 
or thirty years obfervatioti of the great world. 

NulUus <idit&usjurart in veria wagijlri. 

I queftion.not, many men would be of yottrinti«> 
macy, that you might be of their intercft : But 
God forbid any honeft or witty man fhould be of 
any, but that of His country. They have fcoua- 
drele enough to write for their pafilons and their 
^efigns ; let us write for truth, for honour, and 
for pofterity. If you muft needs write about 
politics at all, (but perhaps 'tis full as wife to 
play, the fool any other way), fiirely it ought to 
be fo as to preferve die dignity and integrity of 
your charafter with thofe times to come, which 
will mod impartially judge of yon. 

I wifh you had writ to Lord Peterborow ; no 
jaan is more a&£iibnate toward you. Don't 
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fancjr none but Tories are your friends, f6r at 
that rate I muft be, at moft, but half your friend^ 
and fincercly I am wholly fo. Adieu, write of- 
ten, and come fooa; for many wifh you well, 
and all would be glad of your company. 



LETTER CCCLXIX. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

Nov. 17. 1726. 

ABOUT ten days ago a book was publifhed 
here of the travels of one Gulliver, which 
hath been the converfation of the whole town 
ever (ince* The whole impreffion fold in a 
week ; and nothing is more diverting than to 
hear the different opinions people give of it, 
though all agree in liking it extremely. Tis ge- 
nerally faid that you are the author; but I am 
told, the bookfeller declares, he knows not from 
what hand it came. From the higheft to the 
loweft it is univcrfally read, from the cabinet- 
counfel to the nurfery. The politicians to a man 
agree, that it is free from particular reflexions, 
but that the fatire on general focieties of men it 
too fevere. Not but we now and then meet 
with people of greater perfpicuity, who arfe in 
fearch for particular applications in every leaf j 
and 'tis highly probable we fhall have keys pu- 
blifhed, to give light into Gulliver's defign. 

Lord is the perfon who leaft approves it, 

blaming 
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blaming it as a defign of evil confcqnence to <!&• 
predate human nature ; at which it cannot be 
wondered that he takes moft offence, being him-* 
felf the moft accomplifhed of his fpecies, and fo 
lofing more than any other of that praife which 
is due both to the dignity and virtue of a man *"• 
Your friend, my Lord Harcourt, commends it 
very much, though he thinks in fome places the 
matter too. far carried! The Dutchefs^dowager 
of Marlborough is in raptures at it ^ (he fays (he 
can dream of nothing elfe fince flie read it : She 
declares, that (he hath now found out, that her 
whole life hath been loft in carefling the worft 
part of mankind, and treating the bed as her 
foes ; and that if fhe knew Gulliver, though he 
had been the worft enemy (he ever had, (he 
would give her prefent acquaintance for his 
friendfliip. You may fee by this, that you are 
not much injured by being fuppofed the author 
of this piece. If you are, you have difobliged us, 
and two or three of your beft friends, in not gi- 
ving us the Icaft hint of it while you were with us i 
and in particular Dr Arbuthnott, who fays, it is 
ten thoufand pities he had not known it, he could 
have added fuch abundance of things upon every 
fubjeft. Among lady-critics, fome have found 
out that Mr Gulliver had a particular malice to 
Vol. XVI. ^ C maids 

• It IS no woniler a man of worth (hould comiemn a fa« 
tire on his fpecics; as it injures virtue, and Yiolatcs 
truth; and as little, that a corrupt man ihould approve 
it, hecaufc it juftijfiei his principles, and tends to excnfe 
hiB praAicc. Warb, 
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maids of honour. Thofc of tbcm, who frequent 
the church, fay, his defign is impious, and that 
it is depreciating the works/of the Creator. Not- 
withftanding, I am told the Princefs hath read 
it with great pleafure. As to other critics, they 
think the flying ifland is the leaft entertaining; 
and fo great an opinion the town have of the 
impoi&bility of Gulliver's writing at all below 
himfelf, *tis agreed that part was not writ by 
the fame hand, though this hath its defenders 
too. It hath paffed Lords and Commons, nemi'^ 
ne cofitradicente ; and the whole town, men, wo- 
men, and children, are quite full of it. 

Perhaps I may all this time be talking to you 
of a book you have never feen, and which hath 
not yet reached Ireland. If it hath not, I be- 
lieve what we have faid will be fufficient to re- 
commend it to your reading, and that you will 
order me to fend it you. 

But it will be much better to come over your- 
felf, and read it here ; where you will, have the 
pleafure of variety of commentators, to explain 
the difficult paiTagcs to you. 

We all rejoice that you have fixed the precife 
tim6 of your coming to be cum hirundine prima : 
which we modern naturalifts pronounce ought 
to be reckoned, contrary to Pliny, in the nor- 
thern latitude of fifty-two degrees, from the end 
of February, ftyl. Greg, at farthcft.' But to us 
your friends, the coming of fuch a black fwal- 
low as you, will make a fummer in the worft of 
feafons. We arc no Icfs glad at your mention 

of 
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\'^h' of Twickenham and Dawley >' and in town you 

^, know you have a lodging at court. 

, The princcfs is cloathcd in Irifh filk ; pray 

, ^ give our fcrvice to the weavers. We are ft range* 

.* . *"• ly furprifed to hear that the hells in Ireland ring 

r p without your money. I hope you do not write 

, ' the thing that is not. We are afraid that B— « 

.. . hath been guilty of that crime, that you (like a 

^ Houyhnbnm] have treated him as a Yahoo, and 

difcarded him your fervice. I fear you. do not 

underftand thefe modifh terms, which every 

creature now underftands but yourfelf. . 

You tell us your wine is bad, and that the 

J ^ clergy do not frequent your houfe, which wc 

J f^ look upon to be tautology. The beft advice we 

can give you is, to make them a prefent of your 

..j" wine, and come away to better. 

You fancy we envy you, but are miftaken : 
We envy thofe you are with, for we cannot en- 
vy the man we love. Adieu. 



» wo- 



the 



LETTER CCCLXX. 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

Dublin J Nov* 17. 1726. 

1AM juft come from anfwering a letter of 
Mrs H— 's, writ in fuch myftical terms that 
I (hould never have found out the meaning, if 
a book had not been fent me called Gulliver's 
Travels, of which you fay fo much in your*s. I 
C 2 read 
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read the book over ; and, in the fecond volume, 
obferve feveral paffages which appear to be patch- 
ed and altered *, and the ftyle of a different 
fort) unlefs I am much miftaken. Dr Arbuth- 
nott likes the projeftors leaft f j others, you 
tell me, the flying ifland : Some think it wroftg 
to be fo hard upon whole bodies or corporations j 
yet the general opinion is, that refle£bions on 
particular perfons are moft to be blamed : So 
that, in thefe cafes, I think the beft method iif 
to let cenfure and opinion take their courfe. 
A bifhop here faid, that book was full of im- 
probable lies i and, for his part, he hardly be- 
lieved a word of it. And fo much for Gulliver* 

Going to England is a very good thing, if it 
were net attended with an ugly circumftance of 
returning to Ireland. It is a ftiame you do not 
perfuade your minifters to keep me on that fide, 
if it were but by a court-expedient of keeping 
me in prifon for a plotter •, but at the fame time 
I muft tell you, that fuch journeys very much 
fliorten my life, for a month here is longer than 
fix at Twickenham. 

How comes friend Gay to be fo tedious ? An- 
other man can publilh fifty thoufand lies foon- 
crthan he can fifty fables. 

I am juft going to perform a very good office-. 
It is to aflifl with the Archbifhop in degrading 

' • ThH was ths facft, wlikK is complained of and ro- 
ircffcd in the Dublin edition of the Dean's work«, 

^r^rb. — See the preface to this edition. 

\ Bccaufe he underftood it to be intended as a fatire 
id the Royal Society, ffarlf. 
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a parfon who couples all our beggars ; by which 
I (hall make one happy man, and decide the' 
great que(tion of an indelible chara£ter in favour 
of the principleir in fafliion. ^ This I hope yoa 
will rcprcfent to the miniftry in my favour, as 
m point of merit ; fo farewel till I return. 

I am come back, and have deprived the par« 
fon,~ who by a law here is to be hanged the next 
couple he marries. He declared to us, that he 
refolved to be hanged ; only defired, that when 
he was' to go to the gallowsj the Archbifhop 
would take off his excommunication. Is not he 
a good Catholic? and yet he is but a Scotch-* 
man. This is the only Irifli event I ever trou- 
bled you with, and 1 think it deferves notice. 

Let me add, that if I were Gulliver's friend^ 

I would defire all my acquaintance to give out, 
that his copy was bafely mangled, and abufed, 
and added to, and blotted out by the printer ; 
for fo to me it feems, in the fecond volume parr 
ticularly. Adieu. 



LETTER CCCLXXI. 

THE EARL OF PETERBO&OW TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR* Nov. 29. 1726. 

I WAS endeavouring to give an anfwcr toyour's 
in a new dialedi, which moft of us are very 
fond of. I depended much upon a lady, who 
bad a good ear, and a pliant tongue, in hopes 
C3 -fee 
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(he might hare taught me to draw founds out ol 
confonants. But ihe being a profefied friend to 
the Italian fpeech and Towels^ would give me no 
affiflance, and fo I am forced to write to you in 
Che Yahoo language. 

The new one in faihion is much ftudied^ and 
great pains taken about the pronunciation. £- 
very body (fince a new turn) approves of it; but 
the women feem mod fatisfied, who declare for 
few words and horfe^^pecformance* it fafficet 
to let yoa know, that there is a neighing duette 
appointed for the next opera. 

Str^ge diftempers rage in the nation^ which 
your friend the do£lor * takes no care of. la 
fome the imagination is (Iruck with the appre^ 
henfion of fwelling to a giant, or dwindling to a 
pigmy. Others expe£l an oration equal to an|r 
of Cicero's from an eloquent ..bard, aad fome 
take the braying of an afs for the emperor's fpeech 
in favour of the # Vienna, alliance. Hie luiowi 
ledge 'of the ancient world is of no ufe ; men 
have loft their titles ; continents and iflands have 
got new names, juft upon the appearance of a 
certain, book f. Women, bring forth rabbits :J: ; 
and every man whofe wife has conceived, experts 
an heir with foiir legs. It was concluded not 
long ago, that fuch confufion could be only 
brought about by the black art, and by^thefpells 

of 

• Probably Arbutbaoft. 
t GuUivert travels. 

t *« M^ry Tofts pretended to do tbis; but being 
brougbt irp to town^ and well watcbedi the impoftare was 
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of a notorious fcribbling * magician, who was 
generally fufpe£led, and was to be recommend- 

> ed to the mercy of the inquifition. Indi£lments 
were upon the anvil, a charge of forcery prepa- 
ring, and Merlin's friends were afraid, that the 

» exafperated pettifoggers would perfuade the jury 

i to bring in bi//a vera. For they pretended tobring 
i n certain proofs of bis appearance in feveral fhapcH 
at one time a drapier f, at another a Wapping 
furgeon-f ; fometimes a nardac, fometimes a reve* 
rend divine. Nay more, that he could raife the 
dead ; that he had brought philofophers, heroes, 
and poets in the fame caravan from the other 
world ; and after a few queftions, had fent them 

i all to play at'^quadrillc in a flying ifland of hit 
own. 

. This was the fcene not many days ago, and 
burning 'WaS' too good for the wizzard. But 
what mutations amongft the Lilliputians I The 
greateft lady in the nation refolves to fend a pair 
of (hoes without heels to Captain Gulliver : She 
takes vi et armts the plaid from the lady it was 
fent to, which is foon to appear upon her royal 
perfon^'ani 'now who but Captain Gulliver? 
The captain indeed has nothing more to do bu^ 
to chalk his pumps, learn to dance upon the rope, 
and I may yet live to fee him a bifliop. Verily^ 
verily, I believe he never was in fuch imminent 
danger of preferment. Sir, your affeftionate tar. 

LETTER 

• The Dean. 

t In the Drapier's letters agaisft Wood's lulf]^eiice» 

I 'Lemuel GaJUiverm 
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LETTER CCCLXXir. 

THE EARL OF PETERBOROW TO DR SWI?T| 
WITH AN INVITATION, isfc. 

SIR, ' 

ONE of your Irifli heroes, that, from the ex- 
tremity of our Englifli land, came to dc* 
ftroy the wicked brazen projcfl *, defires to 
meet you on Monday next at Parfon's Green. 
If you are not engaged, I will fend my coach for 
you. 

Sir Robert Walpole, any morning, except Tae£- 
'day and Thurfday( which are his public days) abovl 
nine o'clock, will be glad to fee you, at his Ixm^ 
don houfe. On Monday, if I fee jrou, I will 
give you a fuller account. Your aficAionate 
fervant, 

PETERBOROW. 
Saturday evening. 



LETTER CCCLXJOn. 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

Dec. 5. 172IS. 

1 Believe the hurt in your hand affects me 
more than it docs yourfelf; and with rea- 
fon, bccaufe I may probably be a greater lofer 

by 
• Wood's halfpcAM. 
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by it. What have accidents to do with thofe 
who are neither jockeys, nor fox-hunters, nor 
bullies, nor drunkards ? And yet a rafcally groom 
(hall gallop a foundered horfe ten miles upon a 
caufey, and get home fafe. 

I am very much plcafcd that you approve what 
was fent ; becaufe I remember to have beard a 
great man fay, that nothing required more judge- 
ment than making a prefent ; which, when it it 
done to thofe of high rank, ought to be of fome- 
thing that is not readily got for money. You 
oblige me, and at the fame time do me juftice 
in what you obfcrve as to Mr P. Befides, it it 
too late in life for me to a£l otherwife, and there- 
fore I follow a very eafy road to virtue, and pur^ 
. chafe it cheap. If you will give me leave to join 
us, is not your life and mine a ftate of power» 
and dependence a ftate of flavery ? We care not 
threepence vr better a prince or minifter will fee 
us or no : We are not afraid of having ill offices 
done us, nor are at the trouble of guarding our 
words for fear of giving offence. I do agree, 
that riches are liberty ; but then we are to put 
into the balance, how long our apprenticefhip 
is to laft in acquiring them. 

Since you have received the verfes, I moft ear- 
neftly intreat you to burn thofe which you do 
not approve, and in thofe few where you may 
not diflike fome parts, blot out the reft, and 
fometimes (though it be againft the lazinefs of 
your nature) be fo kind to make a few correc- 
tionsj if the matter will bear them. I have fome 

few 
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few of thofe things I call thoughts moral and di-. 
verting ; if you pleafe, I will fend the beft I can 
pick from them^ to add to the new volume. I 
have feafon to chufc the method you mention 
of mixing the feveral verfes, and I hope thereby, 
among the bad critics, to be entitled to more me- 
rit than is nay due. 

This moment I am fo happy to have a letter 
from my Lord Peterborqw, for which I intreat 
you will prefent him with my humble refpefks 
and thanks, though he all-to-be Gullivers me by 
very ftrong infinuations. Though you dcfpife 
riddles, I am ilrongly tempted to fend a parcel 
to be printed by themfelves, and make a nine- 
penny job for the bookfcller. There are fome 
of my own, wherein I exceed mankind ; tnirapoe" 
tnata I the mod folemn that ever were feen ; and 
fome writ by others, admirable indeed, but far 
inferior to mine; but I will not praife myfelf. 
You approve that writer who laughs and makes 
others laugh : But why fliould I, who hate the 
world, or you who do not love it, make it fo hap- 
py? Therefore I refolve from henceforth to 
handle only ferious fubje£ls, nift quid tu^ do^e 
Trebaiif dijfentls. 

Your's, l^c. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXXIV. 

; TO MRS HOWARD*. * 

r • MADAM, Feb. I. 1726.7. 

1AM fo Very nice, and my workmen fo fearful, 
that there is yet but one piece finifhed of 
S the two, which you commanded me to fend to 
■ her Royal Highnefs. The other' was done ; but 
the undertaker, confeffing it was not to the utmofl: 
pcrfedion, hath obtained my leave for a fecond 
attem^ ; in which he promifes to do wonders, 
and tells me it will be ready in another fortnight ; 
I although, perhaps, the humour maybe quite off 
both with the Princefs and you : Forfuch were 
courts when I knew them. I defire you will or- 
der her Royal Highnefs to, go to Richmond as 
foon as fhe can this fummer, becaufe (he will 
have the pleafure of my neighbeurhood ; for I 
hope to be in London by the middle of March; 
and I do riot love you much when you are there : 
And I expeft to find you are altered by flattery, 
or ill company. I am glad to tell you now, that I 
honour you with my efteem 5 becaufe when the 
Princefs grows a crowned head, you fhall have 
no more fuch compliments *, and it is a hUndredT 
to one whether you will defcrve them. I do not 
approve of your advice to bring over pumps for 
myfclf, but will rather provide another Ihoe for 

his 

• Afterwards Countefs of Suffolk. 
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bis Royal Highncfs *, againft there (hall be occa- 
fion. I will tell you an odd accident that hap- 
pened this night: While I was c^refling one of 
myHouyhnhnms, he bit my little finger focruellyy 
that I am hardly able to write ; and I impute the 
caufe to fome foreknowledge in him, that I was 
going to write to a Sieve Yahoo f j| (for fo ^ou 
are pleafed to call yourfelf). Pray tell Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, that if he does not ufe me better 
next fummer than he did I aft, I will ftudy re- 
venge, and it (hall be vengeance ecclejiaftique, I 
kope you will get your houfe and wine ready, to 
which Mr Gay and I are to have free accefs when 
you arc at court : For as to Mr Pope, he is not 
wprth confidering on fuch occaGons. I am forry 
I have no complaints to make of her Royal High- 
iiefs: Therefore! think I may let you tell her, 
that every grain of virtue and good fenfe, in one 
of her rank, confidering the bad education among 
flatterers and adorers, is worth a dozen in any in- 
ferior perfon. Now, if what the world fays be 
true, that (he excels all other ladies at leaft a do- 
zen times \ then multiply one dozeii by the other, 
you will find the number to be one hundred and 
forty-four. If any -one can fay a civiler thing, 
let him, for I think it too much for me. 

I have fome title to be angry with you, for not 
commanding thofe who write to me to mention 
your remembrance. Can there be any thing 
more bafe, than to make me the firft advances, 

and 

• Vide GulUrcr'* Trarels, chap. TV. 

fie* A court lady. Sec Gulliver's Travel*. 
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and then be inconftant. It is tery hard, that I 
inuft crofs the fca, and ride two hundred miles, 
to reproach you iii person. i. when, at the fame 
time, I feel myfelf, with the moft entire refpe£^f 
Madam, (s'r* 



L F T T E R CCCLXXV. 

LADT BOLINGBROKE * TO DEAN SWIFt. 

De DatuleOf ce premier Fevrier 1 7 2^-7. 

ON m*a dit, Monfieur, que vous tous plaignes 
de n'avoir point recu des mes lettres. Vous 
ayez tort : je vous traitte commes les divinites, 
qui tiennent conte aux hommes de kurs inten- 
tions. 11 y a dix ans, que jay celle de vouff c- 
crire ; avant que d'avoir Thonneur de tous con- 
noitre Tidee, que je me faifois de votre gravite, 
me retenoit : depuis que j'ay eu celuy de voir vo- 
tre reverence, je ne me fuis pas trouvee afles 
d'imagination pour Thazarder. Un certain Mon- 
fieur de Gulliver avoit un peu remis en mouve- 
ment cette pauvre imagination fi eteinte par Fair 
de Londres, et par des convcrfations dont je n'cn- 
tend que le bruit, je vou lu me faifir de ce mo- 
Vol. XVI. D mcnt 

* * Second wife of Lord VifcountBolingbrokey born m 
Prance. She had been fecond .wife of the Marquis de VI1« 
lette, chef d'efcadre, nephew or coulio to Madame de 
Maintenon. See Voltaire Siecle de Lewis XIV. torn. IL' 
p. 106. edit. Amfterdam, 1764* 24 °« She died i8th 
March 1749 •Lord Bolin^broke fufvivcd hco dying isth 
December 1 751 > aged 7&' ^^ 
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ment pour vous ecrire mais je tombois malade, 
ct je Tay toujours efte dcpuis trois mois. Je 
profite done, Monfieur, de premier retour de ma 
fante de vous remercier de vos reproches, dont 
je fuis tres flattee, et pour vous dire un mot de 
mon ami Monfieur Gulliver. J'apprend avec 
une grande fatisfafbion, qu'ilvient d'etre traduit 
en Francois, et com me monfejour en Angleterre, 
a beaucoup redouble mon amitie pour mon pays 
. et pour mes compatriotes, je fuisravis qui'ls puif- 
fent participer au plaifir, que m'a fait ce bon 
Monfieur, et profiter dc fes decouvertes. Je nc 
defefpere pas que 12 vaiffeaux que la France vi- 
ent d*armer ne puiffent etre deftine, a une em- 
baflade ches Meffieurs les Houybnbnms. En 
ce cas je vous propoferai, que nous faflions ce 
voyage. En attendant je fcay bon gre a un 
ouvrier de votrc nation, qui pour inftruire les 
dames, les qucUes comme vous fcavies, Monfieur, 
(font icy un grand ufage) de leurs ^nvantails, en 
a fait faire ou toutes les avantures de notre ve- 
ridique voyageur font depeintes. Vous jugez 
bien quelle part il va avoir dans leur converfa- 
tion, Cela fera a la verite beaucoup de tort a 
laf pluye et au beautems, qui en remplifoient 
une partie, et en mon particulier je ferai privee 
des very cold et very warm, qui font les peu 
mots, que j'entende. Je conte de vous envoyer 
de ces eventails par un de vos amis. Vous vous 
en ferez un merite avec les dames d'Irclande, Ci 
tant eft que vous en ayes befoin; ce qui je ne 
crois pas, du moins fi cllcs penfent commes les 
# Fran9oifes. 
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rran90ifc$* Lc Seigneur de Dawlcy, Mr Pope, 
ct moy fommcs icy occupes a boirc, manger, 
dormir, ou ne ainfaire priarit Dieu qu'a ricn, fi 
foit dc vou. Revenes ce printcmd noud reVoir, 
Monfieur, attend vdtre retour avec impatience 
pour tuer lc boeuf le plus pefant, et le cochon lc 
plus groR, qui foit dans ma fcrmc : Tun ct Tautre 
fcront fervis en entier fur le table de votre reve- 
rence, craint qu'elle n'aucun mon cuifinier de- 
guifement* Vous brillicres parmy nous du moins 
autant que parmy vos Chanoins, ct nous ne fe- 
rons pas moins emprefle a vous plaire. Je lc 
difputerai a tout autre, etant plus que perfonnc 
du mondc voire tree humble et tres obeifiantc 
fervantc. 



LETTER CCCLXXVI. 

LORD BOLXNC BROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

Fib. 17. 1726-7. 

THIS opportunity of writing to you I cannot 
negle^, though I ihall have lefs to fay to 
you than I Ihould have by another conveyance. 
, Mr Stopford being fully imformed of all that paf- 
fcs in this boiftcrous climate of ours, and carry- 
ing with him a cargo of our weekly produ£lions. 
You will find anger on one fide, and rage on the 
other ; fatire on one fide, and defamation on the 
other. Ah ! ou eft Grilion ? You fu£Fer much 
where you are, as you tell me in an old letter 
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of your's, which I have before me ; but you fufFer 
with the hopes of paffing next fummer between 
Dawley and Twickenham ; and thefe hopes, you 
flatter us, are enough to fupport your fpirits. 
Remember this folemn renewal of your engage- 
ments* Remember, that though you are a dean, 
you are not great enough to defpife the reproach 
of breaking your word. 

Your deafnefs muft not be a hackney excufe 
to you, as it was to Oxford. What matter if 
you are deaf? what matter if you cannot hear 
what we fay i You are not dumb, and we (hall 
heiar you, and that's enough. My wife writes to 
you herfelf, and fends you fome fans juft ar- 
rived from Lilliput,. which you will difpofe of 
to the prcfent Stella *, whoever (he be. Adieu, 
dear friend : I cannot in confcience keep you 
any longer from chjoying Mr Stopford's conver- 
fation. 

I. am hurrying myfelf here, that I may get a 
day or two for Dawley, where I hope that you 
will (ind me cftabli(hed at your return. There 
I hope to fini(h my days in eafe, without (loth ; 
and believe I (hall feldom vifit London, unlefs it 
be to divert nayfelf now and then with annoying 
fools and knaves for a month or two. Once 
more adieu j no man loves you better than your « 
faithful. 

LETTER 

• Mrs Johnfon died the month preceding the date of 
this letter.; but confidering the conncdlion between the 
I>eaa and that lady, and the tenderttefs with which he 
was kaawn to regret her loCi, tbia it a ftrange expreflioa. 
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LETTER CCCLXXVn. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Whitehall^ Feb, ll. \']^6-^. 

1 Believe it is now my turn to write to you, 
though Mr Pope bad taken all I have to 
fay, and put it into a long letter, which is fent 
to you by Mr Stopford : But however, I coul^ 
not omit this occafion for thanking you for his 
acquaintance. I don't know whether I ought 
to thank you or not, confidering I have loil him 
fo foonj though he hath given me fome hopes 
of feeing him in the fummer. He will give 
you an account of our negotiations together; 
and I may now glory in my fuccefs, fince I 
could contribute to his. We dined together to- 
day at the Doftor*s, who, with me, was in high 
delight upon an information Mr Stopford gave 
us, that we are like to fee you foon. My Fables 
are printed; but I cannot get my plates finilhed, 
which hinders the publication. I expcft no- 
thing, and am like to get nothing. It is nee^lefs 
to write, for Mr Stopford can acquaint you of 
my affairs more fully than I can in a letter. 
Mrs Howard defires me to make her compli- 
ments ; (he hath been in an ill ftate of health 
all this winter, but I hope is fomewhat better. 
I have been very much out of order myfelf 
for the moft part of the winter : Upon my be- 
ing let blood laft week, my cough and myhead- 
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ach arc much better. Mrs Blount always a(ks 
after you. I refufed fupping at Burlington 
houfc, in regard to my health ; and this morn- 
ing I walked two hours in the Park. The con- 
tempt of the world grows upon me now, and I 
ijegin to be richer and richer ; for I find I could, 

-every morning I awake, be content with lefs 
than I aimed at the day before. I fancy, in 
time, I ihall bring myfelf into that ftate, which 

«io man ever knew before me. In thinking I 
have enough, I really am afraid to be content 
with fo little, left my good friends fhould cen- 
fure me for indolence, and the want of a lau- 
dable ambition. So that it will be abfolutely ne- 
ceflary fy me to improve my fortune to content 
them, rrow felicitous is mankind to pleafe o- 
thers ? Pray give my fincerc fervice to Mr Ford. 
Dear Sir, your's moft affeftionately, 

J. GAY. 



LETTER CCCLXXVIII. . 

March 8. 1726-7. 

MR Stopford will be the bearer of this letter, 
for whofe acquaintance I am, among 
many other favours, obliged to you ; and I think 
the acquaintance of fo valuable," ingenious, and 
unaflPefted a man, to be none of the leaft obli- 
gations. 

Our Mifcellany is now quite printed. I am 
prodigioufly plcafed with this joint volume ; in 

^hich 
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5vliich methinks we look like fricndst fide bf 
fide, ferious and merry by turns, converfing inr 
terchangeably, and walking down hand in hand 
to pofterity -, not in the ftiff forms of learned 
authors, flattering each other, and fetting the 
reft of mankind at npught ; but in a free, un- 
important, natural, eafy manner, diverting o- 
thers jttft as we diverted ourfelves. The third 
volume confifts of verfes ; but I would chufe. to 
print none but fuch as have fome peculiarity^* 
and may be diftinguiihed for ours from other 
writers. There's no end of making books, So- 
lomon faid, and above all, of making mifcel- 
lanies, which all men can make. For unlefs 
there be a charaf^erin every piece, like the mark 
of the eleA, I ihould not care to be We of- the 
twelve thoufand (ign'ed. 

Tou received, I hope, fome commendatory 
verfes from a horfe and a Lilliputian to Gulli- 
ver, and an heroic epiftle of Mrs Gulliver. The 
bookfeller would fain have printed them before 
the fecond edition of the book > but I would not 
permit it without your approbation ; nor do I 
much like them. You {pi how much like a 
poet I write ; and if you were with us, you*d 
be deep in politics. People zr€ very warm, and 
very angry, very little to the purpofe ; but there- 
fore the more warm and the more angry : Non 
nojlrum eft tantas componere lifts. " I ftay at Twic- 
kenham, without fo much as reading news*pa- 
pers, votes, or any other paltry pamphlets. 
Mr Stopford will carry you a whole parcel of 
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them) which arc fent for your divcrfion, but 
not imitation. For my own part, methinks I 
4im at Glubbdubdrib, with none but ancientt 
and fpirits about me. 

I am rather better than I ufed to be at this 
feafon, but my hand (thpughy as you fee, it has 
not loft its cunning) is frequently in very auk*- 
ward fenfations, rather than pain. But to con- 
vince you it is pretty well, it has done fomc 
.tnifchief already, and juft been ftrong enough 
to cut the other hand, while it was aiming to 
prune a fruit-tree. 

Lady Bolingbroke has writ you a long, lively 
letter, which will attend this. She has very bad 
health, he very good. Lord Pcterborow haft 
writ twi(i to you. We fancy fome letters have 
been intercepted, or loft by accident. About 
ten thoufand things I want to tell you : I wifh 
you were as impatient to hear them ; for if fo, 
you would, you muft come early this fpring; 
Adieu. Let me have a line from you. I am 
vexed at lo&ng Mr Stopford as foon sis I knew 
him : but I thank God I have known him no 
longer. If every nran one begins to value muft 
fettle in Ireland, pray make me know no more 
of them, and I forgive you this one. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXXIX. 

DR SWIFT TO MR WALLIS. 

SIR, Dublin^ April 8. 1727. 

I AM juft going for England *, and mud dc- 
fire you to be my proxy at the biftiop's vifi- 
tation f • I find there is Ixkewife a triennial vi- 
fiution, and think the inclofed % may ferve for 
bothy with your wife management. The ladies 
are with me, being now come to live at the dean- 
ry for this fummer || ; you have their fervice, and 
fo has Mrs Wallis, as well as mine. I reckon 
you are now deep in mire and mortar, and are 
preparing to live feven years hence. I have been 
plagued with the roguery of my deanry-profbor^ 
whom I have difcharged. I believe I am worfe 
for him 600 1. and his brother is not much bet« 
ter. 1 wifli you* had been at my elbow to advife 
f me, for you are fitter for the world than I am. 

I I 

\ • TBe D^iiy being on a vifit to Mr Pope in 1726, hnr 
ftened back to Ireland on receiving an accoant that Mri 
Johnfon waf dangeronQy ill; and» on ber amendment, be 
retarned back to England in I727» to finifli tbe ''.Mifcel* 
lanieSf'* in concert with Pope and Arbutbnott. 

" Swift's letters to Sheridan, Ko. xx and zxiv/* 

[ f See letter ccxcviii. 

f A proxy from the Dean, as vicar of Laracor. 

^ I They bad lodgings on Ormond-quay, on tbe other 

fide of the river Liffy, and never redded at the deanry 
bat inthe Dean's abfence: "WTien he retnrned, they re- 
moved ; nor wer^lwlla and be ever known to meet bat in 
f he prefencc of a' to^ perfon. 
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I hope to come fafe back, and then to have done?*" 
with £ngland *- ""' 

I am ever your's, l^c. 

J. s. 



LETTER CCCLXXX. 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHEEIDAN. 

GOOD DOCTOR, London^ May 13. 1727. 

1H1S goes by a private hand \ for my wri- 
ting is too much known, and my letters 
often ftopt and opened. I had your's of the 4th 
inftant; and it is the only oiie I have received put 
of Ireland fince I left you. I hardly thought 
our friend would be in danger by a cold. I am 
of opinion (he fliould be generally in the country, 

and only now and then vifit the town. We arc 

here in a ftrangc fituation ; a firm fettled rcfo-^ 
lution to aflault the prefent adminiilration, and 
break it, if pofBble. It is certain that'Walpolc 
is peevifh and difconcerted, ftoops to the vileft 
offices of hireling fcoundrels, to write Billingfgatc 
of the lowed and Oipft proftitute kind ; and has 
none but beads and blockheads for his penmen, 
whom he pays in ready guineas very liberally. I 
am in high difpleafure with him and his parti- 
fans. A great man, who was very kind to mc 
lad year, doth not take the lead notice of me at 

the 

* He had fo ; this being hia laft vi^lU He returned to 
Ireland, on the neve of Stella's laft4]faKff» in September 
following. 
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Q^ ike Prince's court, and there hath not been one of 
them to fee me. I am advifed by all my friends 
Knot to go to France, (as I intended for two 
^months), for fear of their vengeance, in a man- 
ner which they cannot execute here— I rec- 
j bn there will be a warm winter, wherein my 
comfort is, I ihallhave^o concern. I defire 
jou will read this letter, to none but our two 

^ friends, and Mr P . His coufin with the red* 
ribband inquired very kindly after him.*— —I hear 
DO news about your bifhops, farther than that the 
Lord Lieutenant dickies to have them of Ireland 9 
which Walpole always is averfe from, but does 
not think it worth his trouble to exert his credit 
on fuch trifles. The difpute about a war or no. 
war ftill continues, and the major part inclines to 
the latter, although ten thoufand men are or- 
dered for Holland. But this will bring fuch an 
addition to our debts, that it will give great ad- 
'■ vantages againfl thofe in power, in the next fef- 
1 lions. Walpole laughs at all this, but not fo 
* heartily as he ufed. I have at laft feen the Prin- 
K cefs * twice this week, by her own commands. 
' She retains her old civility, a^d I my old free- 
dom. She charges me with&ut ceremony to 
be author of a bad book f , thoUgh I told her 
how angry the miniftry were ; but flie aflures 
' me, that both Ihe and the P— . were very well 
pleafed with every particular : But I difowned the 

whole 

* Caroline Princefi of Walef^ afterwards Qjieen-con-* 
fort of Ki&g George Vt^t- 
t Gulliver'* Travcli. 
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whole affair, as you know I very well might ; on- 
ly gave her leave, iince (he liked the book, to 
fuppofe what -author (he pleafed. — You will 
wonder to find me fafy fo much of politics; bull 
keep very bad company, who are full of nothing- 
elfe. Pray be very careful of your charge, or I 
ihall order my lodgers the bulk of their glafies, 

and the number of their bottles. I ftole this 

time to write to you, having very little to fpare. 
I go as foon as poflible to the country, and ihall 
rarely fee this town. 

My fervice to all friends. 

I ^efire you will fend me fix fets of the edi- 
tion of the Drapiers, by the firft convenience of 
any friend of acquaintance that comes hither. 

V 

LETTER CCCLXXXL 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

May l8. 1727. 

IXiiVED on Tuefday with you and Pope. 
Yefterday another of my friends found his 
way to this retreatr*, and I {hall pafs this day a- 
lone. Would to God my whole life could be 
divided in the fame manner; two-thirds to 
f riendfhip, one-third tQ myfelf, and not a moment 
to the world. 

In the epiftle, a part of which you (hewed me, 
mention is made of the author of Three Occafion- 

al 

• Dawley. 
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al Letters *, a perfon entif ely unknown. I would 
have you infinuate there, that the only reafon 
Walpole can have had to afcribe them to a par- 
ticular perfimfy is the amthority of one of his 
fpies, who wriggles himfelf into the company of 
thofe, viio neither love, efteemi nor fear the mi- 
nifter, that he may report, uot what, be hears 
(fince no man fpeaks with any- freedom before 
him), but what he guefies. 

I was intermpted ytfterday when I lesift ex- 
pected it ; and I am going to-day to London, 
where I hear that my wife is not very well* Let 
me know bow Mrs Pope does. 

I had a hint or two more for you j but they 
have flipped out of my memory. Do not forget 
the fixty nor the twenty guineas, nor the min-^^ 
character transferred ],nto the adminiftration. 
Adieu, I am very faithfully your's, my dear and 
reverend Dean. I embrace Pope* 

Friday morniiig. 

Vol. XVL E LETTER 



• Printed in his Lordfliip's works. They were firft pji- 
blifhcd in Feb- i 726. 

f This perfon was Mr Gay; and though Walpole was 
afterwards convinced, that Gay did not write the letters*^ 
yet he never ceafed to do him ill offices; and prevented 
the Queen, who declared (he would take up the hare, 
^om providing for him, though Swift defended him to 
• her Maj^fty in perfon, and told her the whole ftory. See 
Gay's Fables, and a letter from the Dean to Lady Suffolk, 
dated Nov. 21. 1730 ; and aaothcr to Lady Betty Germiin, 
doited Jan. 173^-3' 



50 DEAN 

LETTER CCCLXXXIL 

TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN*. 

MT LORD, May 18. 1727. 

I Understand, by feme letters juft come to 
my hands, that at your Grace's viCtation of 
the Dean and Chapter of St Patrick's, a proxy 
xvas infiftedon from the Dean, the vifitation ad- 

-jburned, and a rule entered that a proxy be ex- 
hibited within a month. If your Grace can find 
in any of your old records, or of ours, that a 
froxy was ever demanded, for a dean of St Pa-. 
tricVs, you will have fome reafon to infift upon 
it : But as it is a thing wholly new and unheard 
df, let the confequences be what they will, I 
(halt -never comply with it. I take my chapter 
to be my proxy, if I want any : It is only through 
them that you vifit me, and my fub-dean is to 
anfwer for mc. I am neither civilian nor cano- 
nift : Your Grace may probably be both, witK 

. ,the addition of a dextrous deputy. My proceed- 
ing fhall be only upon one maxim, Never to 
yield to an oppreffion, to juftify which no pre- 
cedent can be produced. I fee very well how 
perfonal all this proceeding is •, and how, from 
the very moment of the Queen's death, your 
Grace hath thought fit to take every opportunity 
of giving me all forts of uncafinefs, without ever 
giving me, in my whole life, one fingle mark of 

your 
• Dr WjUiam King. 
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your favour beyond common civilities. And if 
it were not below a man of fpirit to make com- 
S plaints, I could date them from fix and twenty 
' years paft. This hath fomething in it the more 
extraordinary, becaufe, during fome years, when 
I was thought to have credit with thofe in power, 
I employed it to the utmoft for your fervice, 
with great fuccefs, where it could be moll ufc- 
[ ful, againft many violent enemies you then had, 
f liowever unjuftly ; by which I got more ill-will 
than by any other a£lion of my life, I mean from 
my friends. My Lord, I have lived, and by the 
grace of God will die, an enemy to fervitude and 
flavery of all kinds : And I believe at the fame 
time, that perfons of fuch a difpofition will be 
the moft ready to pay obedience where-ever it is 
due. Your Grace hath often faid, you would ne- 
ver infringe any of our liberties. I will call 
back nothing of what is paft : I will forget, if 
I can, that you mentioned to me a licence to be 
abfent. Neither my age, health, humour, or for- 
tune, qualify me for little brangles ; but I will 
hold to the pradiice delivered down by myprede- 
ceflbrs. I thought, and have been told, that 1^ 
deferved better from that church and that king- 
dom : I am fure I do from your Grace. And, I be- 
lieve, people on this fide will atteft, that all my 
merits are not very old.. It is a little hard, that 
. the occafion of my journey hither being partly, 
for the advantage of that kingdom, partly on ac- 
count of my health, partly on buGnefs of impor- 
tance to me, and partly to fee my friends ; I can- 
E z not 
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not enjoy the quiet of a few months, without 
vour Grace interpofing to difturb it. But I 
thank God, the civilities of thofe in power here, 
who allow themfelves to be my profefled adver- 
faries, make fome atonement for the unkindnefs 
of others, who have fo many reafons to be my 
friends- I have not long to live i and therefore, 
if confcience were quite out of the cafe for me 
to do a bafe thing, I will fet no unworthy ex- 
amples for my fucceflbrs to follow j and there- 
fore, repeating it again, that I (hall not concern 
myfelf upon the proceeding of your Lordfliip. 

I am, tj^c. 



LETTER CCCLXXXIII. 

JHONfltUR TOLTAI&E TQ DR Sw IFT. 

SIE, Friday^ June i6. 1 727. 

ISsND foa here inclofed two letters, one for 
Moaueur de Morville, our fecretary of ftate^ 
and the other for Monfieur de Maifon, both de- 
firous attd worthy of your acquaintance. Be fo 
kind to go by Calais, or by the way of Rouen, 
I will give you fome letters for a good lady, 
who lives in her country-caftle juft by Rouen. 
She will receive you as w^lf as you deferve. 
There you will find two or three intimate friends, 
who are your admirers, and who have learned 
Englifli, fince I came to England. All will pay 
you all the refpefts, and procure all the plea- 

fures 



f 
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fiires they are capable of. They will give you 
a hundred direfifcions for Paris % and provide, 
you with all the requifite conveniencies. Vouch- 
iafe to* acquaint me with your refolution. I 
ftiall certainly do my beft endeavours to fervc 
you,. and to let my country know that I have the 
ineftimable honour to be one of your friends. I 
am with the higheft refpedl and efteem, your 
moft humble^ obedient, faithful fervant, 

VOLTAIRE. 



LETTER CCCLXXXIV. 

Monfieur Voltaire a Monfieur le Comte dc 
MoRviLLE, Miniftre et Secretaire d'Etat a 
Verfailles. * 

MONSIEGNBUR, Juin I727. 

JE me fuis contente jufque-icy d'admirer en fi- 
lence votre cpnduite dans les affaires de 
FEurope : mais il n'eft pas permis a un homme, 
qui aime votre gloire, et au qui vous etes auffi 
tendremcint. attache, que jele fuis, de demeurei??' 
plus long terns fans vous faire fes finccre com- 
plimens. 

Je ne puis d'ailleurs me refufer I'honneur, que 
me fait le celebre Monfieur Swift, de vouloir 
bien vous prefenter une de mes lettres. Je fcai 
que fa reputation eft parveniie jufqu' a vous, et 
que vous avez envie de la connoitre : il fait 
E 3 I'honneur 

• Swift, at thU tiiTje was preparing to viiit'thc Lord 
feoltngbroke in Jrance. 
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Ifhonneur d*unc nation, qiic vous cftimez ; vouft 
arez lA hs tradti£iions de plufieurs ouvrages, 
qui Itti font attribuez i et qui «(t plus capable, 
que vous, Monfeigneur, de difcemer les beautez 
d^un original a travers la fc^blefTe des plus mau- 
raifcs copiers. Jc croi que vous ne ferez pas 
fach^ de diner avecJ Monfieur Swift, et Monfieur 
lePcefident Henault, et je me fl^tte au que vous 
le regarderez com me une preuve de men fincere 
attaebment a v&trc perfonnc la liberte, que jc 
prens de vous prefenter un des hommes des plus 
extraordiuaires que J'Angletterre a pjoduit, et le 
plus capable de fcntir toute Tetendue de vos gran- 
de;s qualite?. 

Je fui? pour toute ma vie, avec un profcnd re- 
fyc€t et un attachment remplis de la plus haMte 
eftime, Monfeigneur, votres trcs bumble et 
tees obeiflant ferviteur, 

VOLTAIRJE. 



i| 



LETTER CCCLXXX^^ 

LORD POLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 



S^iiurday, at Fopes^ [y««^ 24. 1727.3 

I AM going to London, and intend to carry 
tbis letter, wbich I will give you, if I fee 
you, and leave for you, if I do not fee you. 

There would not be common fenfe in your 
going into France at this junfture, even if you 
iateadcd to ftaj there long enough to draw the 
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tAe pleafin« aod profit, ivhick I propofe you 
(bould have in the acquaintance I am ready to 
giTe you there. Much lefg ought you to think 
of fucfa an ufimeaning journey, when the oppor- 
tvmty for quitting Ireland for England is, I be«» 
lieve,. fairly before you *. To hanker after a 
co«irt^ is fit for men with blue ribbands, pom- 
pous titks, and OTergrowti eftates. It is below 
either you or me ; bne of ^hom nevei* made his 
fortune, and the other^s turned rotten at the 
very moment it grew ripe. But, without han- 
kering, without afliiming a fuppliant dependant's 
air, you may fpend in England all the time you 
can be abfent from Ireland, et /aire la guerre a 
FoeiL There has not been fo much inaAivity as 
you imagine ; but I cannot anfwer for contingen- 
cies. Adieu. 

If you can call on me to-noorrow morning, in 
your way tochurch, about ten o'clock, you will find 
me juft returning to Cranford from the Pall-malL 
I I fliall return again to I^ondop on Monday 

f evening. 

I ' > 

LETTER CCCLXXXVI. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

Cranfordy Tuefday. 

I Have lo fevere a defluxion of rheum on both 
my eyesj that I dare hardly ftir abroad. Tou 

will 
• Sec a letter from Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan, dated 24th 
Jai^ 1727. Vol. XJI. p. 2; J. JBttiurll's cduioa, ijtmx^ei 
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will be ready to fay, Phyfician, cure thyfelf;^ 
and that is what I am about. I took away, by 
cupping, yeftcrday fourteen ounces of blood ; 
and fuch an operation would, 1 believe, have 
done you more good than fteel, bitters, waters, 
and drops. I wifli John Gay fuccefs in his pur- 
fuit y but I think he has fome qualities, which 
will keep him down in the world. Good God ! 
what is man ? Polifhed, civilized, learned man ! 
A liberal education fits him for flavery ; and the 
pains he. has taken gives him the noble preten- 
fion of dangling away life in an antichamber, 
or of employing real talents to fcrve thofe who 
have none ; or, which is worfe than ^11 the reft, 
of making his reafon and his knowledge ferve all 
the purpofes of other. me^s follies and vices. 
You fay not a word to me about the public, of 
whom I think as feldom as poffible. I confider 
myfelf as a man with fome little fatisfa£l:ion, 
and with fome ufe ; but I have no pleafure in 
thinking I am^n EnglijQiman ; nor is it, I doubt, 
to much purpofe to z& like one. Serpit enim 
reSf qua procltvis ad perntciemy cum femel cocpit, 
labitur. Plures enim difcunt quemadmodum hac 
Jiantj quam quemadmodum his reftjiatur. Adieu. 
Let me know how you do. If your landlord * 
is returned, my kindeft fervices to him. 

LETTER 
• Mr Pope; the Dean be!ng at Twkkcnham- 
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LETTER CeCLXXXni, 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

Sunday. {^Iniorfed^ en going to France, about Jung 

YOU may be fure of letters from me to peo«» 
ple^ who will receive you with aU the ho« 
Bours due to fo great a travellerj and fo tx^Qi an 
author. I am obliged to ftay in the country to«^ 
morrow, by fome buGnefs relating to my poor 
f^rm, which I would willingly make a rich one; 
and for which purpofe a perfon is with me, who 
comes from Suffolk on my fiimmons. 

On Tucfday, by fevcn in the evening, I wiB 
certainly be in the Paltmall, and there you ihall 
baVe, if you meet me, and not otherwife, both 
my letters and inilfu£Uons, which will be of 
ufe to you, 

Raillery apart : Since yoa do go into Fraace, 
I Aall be glad to talk with you before your do* 
parture ; and I fancy you would not leave Eng^ 
land, without embracing the man in England 
who loves you beft. Adieu, My beft fervices 
pttend aU with you, 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXXXVIIL 

LORD BOLINGB'ROKE TO DR SWIFT. - 

Tuefday. 

I Return you the papers, which I have read 
twice over fincc you was here. They are 
extremely well ; but the Craftfman has not on- 
ly advertifcd the public, that he intended to 
turn news-writer, he has begun, and for fome 
weeks continued to appear under that new cha- 
racter. This confideration inclines me to think, 
that another turn might be given to the intro- 
duction ) and perhaps this would naturally call 
for a fourth letter from the Occajienal Writer^ 
to account for his iilence, to profecute your ar- 
gument, to ftate the prefent difputes about po- 
litical afiairs, and, in fhort, to revive and ani- 
mate .the paper-wan When we meet next, I 
will explain myfelf better than I can do by a let- 
ter writ in haftc, with mowers and hay-makers 
about me. Adieu. Let Pope (hare my em- 
braces with you. 

LETTER CCCLXXXIX. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

Thurfday. 

LORD B. is fo ill, and fo miich alone, the 
common fate of thofe who are out of 

power. 



fc 
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power, that I have not left him one day fince 
my return from London. Let me know how 
you are. Say fomething very kind from me to 
Pope. Tofs John Gay over the water to Rich- 
mond| if he is with you. Adieu. 



LETTER CCCXC. 

MR PULTENET TO MR POPE. 

I AM obliged to you all for your compliment, 
and when the Deanis well enough, I hope 
to fee you in tovni. You will probably find me 
a much happier man than when you faw me lad; 
for I flatter myfelf, that in an hour or two, I 
ihall be once more bleflcd with a fon. Mrs Pul- 
teney is now in labour : If flie does well and 
brings me a boy, I (hair not care one fixpence 
how much longer Sir Robert governs England, 
or Horace governs France. I am ever your*s, 

W.P. 
Eleven o'clock, Tuefday morning. 

LETTER CCCXCL 

DR SWIFT- TO DR SHERIDAN. 

^ . Lotn4onj June 2/^. 1727- 

I Have received your laft, with the inclofed 
print. I defire you will let Dr Delany know 
that I tranfcribed the fubftance'of his letter, and 

the 
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the tranilation of what was^egiftcred ; and ad 
^ed a whole ftate of the cafe, and gave it Mr 
Howard to give to the Prince. * from me, and t< 
dcfire, thatj sls Chancellor, he would do what h( 
thought moft fit. I forgot to afk Mrs Ho 
ward f what was done in it, the next time I fav 
her ; and the day I came to town, came thenewi 
of the King's % death, of which I fent particular 
the very fame day to our friends 5 fince then w< 
have been aH ina hurry, with mrflrons of fchemes 
I deferred kiflipg the King and Queen's handj 
till the third day, when my friends at court chid 
me for deferritrg it fo long. I have been, and ] 
am fo extremely bufy, that, though I begin this 
letter, I cannot finiih it till next poft j for nov& 
it is the laft moment it can go, and I have mucli 
fnore to fay. I was juft ready to go to France, 
when the news of the King's death arrived, and 
I came to town, in order to begin my journey. 
But I was defired to delay it ; and I then deter- 
mined it a fecorid time j when, upon fome new 
incidents, I was with great vehemence difluaded 
from ity by certain perfons whom I could nor dif- 
obey. Thus things ftand with me. My ftomach 
is pretty good $ but for fome days my head has 
not been right 5 yet it is what I have been for- 
merly ufcd to. . Here is a ftrange world ; and 
our friends would rep roach me for my fhare in it. 
•But it (hall be fliort 5 for I defign foon to return 

into 
• His Royal Highncfs George Prince of Wales, Chan- 
cellor of the Univerfity of Dublin, now King. 

f After^^ardaCountiefs of Suffolk. 
'" i mng George I. He died June 11. 1727. 
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mto the coantry. I am thinking of a chanccllot 
for the ttttivcrfity, and have pitched upon one j 
bat whether he will like it, or my word be of any 
nfe, I know not. The talk is now for a moderating 
fcheme, wherein nobody (hall be ufed the worfe 
or better for being called Whig or Tory j and 
the King hath received both with great equality, 
(hewing civilities to feveral who are openly known 
to be the latter, I prevailed with a dozen, that we 
fliould go in a line to kifs the King's and Queen's 
hands. We have now done with repining, if we 
fliall be ufed well, and not baited as formerly. 
We all agree ih it ; and if things do not mend, 
it 18 not our faults : We have made our ofiers ; 
if othcrwife, we arc as we were. It is agreed 
the miniftry will be changed, but the others will 
ha^e a foft fall ; although the King muft be cx- 
ccffivc generous, if he forgives the treatment of 
fome people. I writ long ago my thoughts to 
my viceroy, and he may proceed as he (hall be 
advifcd. But if the Archbi(hop * goes on to 
proceed to /ui poena contempius^ l3fc. I would 
have an appeal at proper time ; which I fuppofe 
'muft be to delegates, or the crown, I know not 
which. However, I will fpend a hundred or 
two pounds rather than be enflaved, or betray a 
right which I do not value three-pence, but my 
fucceffors mayl My fervice to all friends; and 
fo thinking I have faid enough, I bid you fare- 
well heartily, and long to eat of your fruit, for I 
Vol. XVI. F dare 
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dare eat none here. It hath coft me five (hillings 
in vi£tual8 fince I came here» and ten pounds to 
fervants where I have dined. I fuppofe my a-^ 
gent * in Ship-ftreet takes care and inquires about 
my new agent. 



LETTER CCCXCn. 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

Twickenham f July I • 1727. 

I HAD your's of June 22. You complain of 
not hearing from me ; I never was fo conftant 
a writer. I have writ fix times to our friends, 
and as many to you. Mr Pope is reading your 
Perfius. He is frequently Tick, and fo at this 
time. He has read it, but you mult wait ti]l 
next letter for his judgment. He would know 
whether it is defigned for an elegant tranllation, 
or only to (hew the meaning. I reckon it an ex- 
planation of a difficult author, not only for learn- 
ers, but for thofe alfo who are not expert in La- 
tin, becaufe he is a very dark author. I would 
not have your book printed, entire, till I treat 
wfth my bookfeller here for your advantage. 
There is a word {concacuus) which you have not 
explained, nor the reafon of it. Where you arc 
ignorant, you (hould confefs you are ignorant. 

I writ to Stella the day we heard the K was- 

dead, and the circumftances of it. I hold you a 

guinea, 

* The Her.* Mr John Worral* 



CORRESPONDENCE. 63 

giinca, I (hall fof'get fomething. Worral writ 
to me lately. In anfwcr, I defire that when the 
Archbifhop comes to a determination, that an 
appeal be properly lodged, by which I will elude 
him till my return, which will be at Michaelmas. 
I have left London, and ftay here a week, and 
then I fliall go thither again, juft to fee the' 
Queen, and fo come back hither. Here are a 
tfaoufand fchemes wherein they would have me 
engaged \ which I embrace but coldly, becaufe 
I like none of them. I have been thefe ten days 
inclining to my old difeafe of "giddinefs, a little 
tottering. Our friend underftands it j but I 
grow cautious, and am fomething better. Cyder, 
and champaigne, and fruit, have been the caufe.' 
But now I am very regular, and I eat enough. 
I took Dr Delany's paper to the King when he 
Was Prince. He and his fecretary * are difcon- 
tented with the Provoft f , but they find he has 
law on his fide. The King's death hath brokcf 
that meafure. I prppofed the Princcof Wales % 
to be Chancellor, and I believe fo it will go. 
Pray copy out the verfes I writ to Stella on her 
colle£ting my verfes, and fend them tome ; for wc 
warrt fome to make our poetical mifcellany large 
enough, and I am not there to pick what fhould 
be added. Dire£^ them, and all other double 
papers, to LordBathurft, in St James's fquare,' 
F 2 London.' 

• Samuel MoUyneux, Efq; 
t The Rev. Dr Baldwin. 

I Frederick Prince of Wales, cldeft fon of K. George^ 
I^ wliDftied March so, j/jo-l. 
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London. I was in a fright about your vcrfes on 
Stella's fickncfs, but glad when they were a 
pionth old. 

Dcfirc our friends to let me know what I fliould 
buy for them here of any kind. 1 had juft 
now a long letter from Mrs Dingley, and ano- 
ther from Mr Synge. Pray tell the latter, that 
I return him great thanks, and will leave the vi- 
fiting affair to his difcretion. But all the Iaw« 
ycrs in Europe (hall never perfuade me, that it is 
in the Archbifhop's power to take or rcfufc my 
proxyj^ when I have the King's leave of abfeiicc. 
If he be violent, I will appeal, and die tu'o or 
three hundred pounds poorer, to defend the rights 
of the Dean» Pray afk Mr Synge whether his 
fenoechio be grown j it is now fit to eat here, 
and we eat it like celery, either with or without 
oil, (s^c^ I defign to pafs my time wholly in the 
country, having fome bufinefs to do and fettle 
before I leave England for the laft time. I will 
fend you Mr Pope's criticiGoas, and my own, on 
your work. Pray fo;^et nothing of what I de« 
fire you.. Pray God blefs you all. If the King 
' bad lived but ten days longer, I (liould be now 
at Paris. Simpleton I the Drapiers fliould have 
been icnt unbound } but 'tis no great matter i 
iwo or three would have been enough. I fee 
Mrs Fad but feldom; I never trouble her but 
when I am fent for. She expefts me foon, and 
after that perhaps no more while I am here. I 
icfire it may be told, that I never go to court ; 
^iducb I mention, becaufe of a paflage in Mrs 

Ding le^ Is 
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Dingley's * letter. She fpeaks mighty good 
things of your kindnefs. I do not want that 
poem to Stella to print it entire, but fome paf- 
fages out of it, if they deferve it, to lengthen the 
volimie. Read all this letter without hefitation, 
and ril give you a pot of ale. I intend to be 
with you at Michaelmas, bar impoflibilities* 



LETTER CCCXCIIL 

CHEVALIER RAMSATf TO DR SWIFT. 

KEV. SIR. Paris, Aug. I. N, S. 1727. 

MR Hook having acquainted me with 
what goodnefs and patience you have 
been pleafed to examine a performance of mine:f, 
I take this occafion to make my acknowledge- 
ments. Nothing could flatter me more fenfibly 
F 3 than 

* An Engli/h lady, a friend of the DeanV 
t * Andrew Michael Ramfay, knight of St Lazarus in 
France, and do<ftor of laws of the nniverfity of Oxford. 
He was born in Scotland 9th of June J 686, and ediics- 
cated a Proteftant, but converted to the church of Rome 
in 1709, by Penelon Archbifliop of Cambray, whofe life 
lie publiihcd. In -1724, he was fent for to Rome by the 
Pretender, in order to be tutoi' to his two fons : But the 
diviiions and jealoulies of that conrt induced hira to de- 
fire leare to return to France, where he was appointed 
governor of the Duke of Chateau-Thierry, and afters 
vards of the Prince Turenne. He died 6th May i743# 
at St Germain-eti-laie, at the. age of fifty-fevca. He is 
weU known for " his Travels of Cyrus,'* his " Life of 
Marihal Turenne,** ^-^r. 
% The Traveli of Cyrus. 
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than your approbation. To acquire the efteem 
of pcrfons of your merit is the principal adtran- 
lage I could wiib for by becoming an author, and 
more than I could flatter myfelf with. I (bould 
be proud of receiving your commands^ if I could 
be any way ufeful to you in this part of the 
world, where, I aflure you, your reputation is as 
well eftablifhed as in your own country. I am 
with the utmoft regard and efteem, reverend Sir, 
your moft homble, and moft obliged,^ obedient 
fcryantjt 

A. RAMSAY. 



LETTER CCCXCIV. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK. 

MADAM, Twicienbantf Aug. 15. 17 37. 

I Wish I were a young lord, and you were un- 
marcied ; I ftiould make you the heft huiband 
in the world, for I am ten times deafer than ever 
you were in your life v and inftead of a poor pain 
isx my face^ I have a good fubftantial giddLnef& 
and head^ach. The beft of k is^ that, although 
•we might layout heads together, you could tell mc 
no fecrets that might not be heard five rooms di- 
ftant. Thefe diforders of mine, if they hold me 
as. long as they ufed to da fome years ago, will 
laft as long as my leave of abfence, which I 
(hall not renew :. And then the Queen will hav^ 
the misfortune not to (ee me, and I {hall go back 
Wtth thq fotisfaftioA never to have feen her fincQ 
. (he 
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(he was Queen, but when I kifled her hand. 
And although (he were a tboufand Queens, I 
will not lofe my privilege of never feeing her 
but when (be commands it. I told my two land-* 
lords, that I would write you a love-letter ; which, 
I remember, yoa commanded me to do laft year. 
But I would not Ihew it to either of them. I am 
the greateil courtier and flatterer you have ; be* 
caufe I try your good fenfe and tafte, more than 
^ of them put together, which is the greateft 
compliment 1 could put upon you : And you 
have hitherto behaved yourfelf tolerably well un« 
der it ; much better than your mtflrefs, if what a 
lady told me was true, that, talking with the 
Queen about me, her Majefty faid, I was an odd 
fort of man. But I forgive her } for it is an odd 
thing in an honeft man to fpeak freely to princes. 
I will fay another thing in your praife, that good- 
nefs would become you better than any perfon i 
know : And, for that very reafon, there is no* 
body I wifh to be good fb much as yourfelf. I 
am, ^c. 



LETTER CCCXCV. 

S>K 8WIVT TO VK SHERIDAN. 



Tnviclenhaniy Aug. 12. 1727. 

AM cleverly caught, if ever gentleman was^ 
cleverly caught : For three days after I came 
ta town with Lord Oxford frdm Cambridge- 

fhirc> 



I 
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ihire *f which was ten days ago, my old deafneft 
feized me, and hath continued ever fince with 
great increafe ; fo that I am now deafer that 
ever you knew me, and yet a little lefs, I think^ 
than I was yefterday ; but, which is worfe, about 
four days ago my giddinefs feized me, and I was 
fo very ill, that yefterday I took a hearty vomit ( 
and though I now totter, yet I think I am a 
thought better : But what will be the event J 
know not. One thing I know that thefe dczi 
fits ufed to continue five or fix weeks ; and I am 
refolved, if it continues, or my giddinefs, fomc 
days longer, I will leave this place, and remove 
to Greenwich, or fomewhere near London, and 
take my coufin Lancelot to be my nurfe. Our 
friends know herj it is the fame with Pat Rolt. 
If my diforder (hould keep me longer than my 
licence of abfence lafts, I would have you get Mr 
Worral to renew it. It will not expire till the 
fixth or feventh of Oftober, and I refolved to be^ 
gin my journey Sept. 15. Mr Worral will fee by 
the date of my licence, what time the new one 
fhould commence : But he has feven weeks yet to 
confider 5 I only fpeak in time. I am very un- 
eafy here, becaufe fo many of our acquaintance 
come to fee us, and I cannot be feen j befides,^ 
Mr Pope is too fickly and complaifant ; therefore 
I refolve to go fomewhere elfe. This is a little 

unlucky^ 

• Son of the late Right Honourable Robert Harley, 
I.ord High Treafurer of England, created Earl of Oa»* 
ford juid Mortimer by Qr^een Anne. 
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ever come to me, unlefs I ftould be put to deatk V 
for fomc %nominious crime. I continae very ill ^ 
with my gicMinefs and deafnefs, of which I had g 
two days intermifEon, hut fince worfe ; and I r 
fcall be pcrfeaiy content, if God (hall pleafe to . 
eall me away at this time. Here is a triple cord 
of friendfhip broke, which hath lafted thirty <^ 
years ; twenty- four of. which in Ireland. I beg, j 
if you have not writ to me before you get this, j 
to tell me no particulars, but the event in gene- J 
ral. My weaknefs, my age, my friendfhip, will 
bear no more. I have mentioned the cafe, as 
well as I knew it, to a phyfician who is my friend; 
and I find his methods were the fame, air and 
exercife, and at laft afles milk. I will tell you 
fincerely, that if I were younger, and in health, 
or in hopes of it, I would endeavour to divert my 
mind by all methods, in order to pafs my life in 
fyiict ; but I now want only three months of fix- 
ty. I am ftrongly viOted with a difeafe, that 
will at laft cut me off*, if I (hould this time e^ 
fcape i if not, I have but a poor remainder, and 
that is below any wife man's valuing. I do not 
intend to return to Ireland fo foon as I purpofed i 
I would not be there in the very mid ft of grief. 
I defire you will fpeak to Mr Worral, to get a 
new licence about the beginning of 0£lober, 
when my old one, as he will fee by the date, 
ihall expire ; but if that fatal accident were not 
to happen, I am not able to travel in my prefent 
condition. What I intend is, immediately to 
leave this place, and go with my coufin for a 

Barfc» 
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raarCtf about five miles from London, on the a- 
, Act fide towards the fea ; and if I recover, I will 
eidier pafs this winter near Salifbury-plain, or in 
Trance. And therefore I'defire Mr Worral 
may make this licence run like the former, [to 
Great-Britain, or elfewhere, for the recovery of 
his health.] 

Neither my health nor grief will permit 
me to fay more. Your diredlions to Mr Lance- 
lot, at his houfe in New Bond-ftreet, over-a- 
gainll the crown and cufhion, will reach me. 
Farewel. 

^ This ftrokc was unexpe<5led, and my fears laft 

k year were ten times greater *. 

^ • 

; LETTER CCCXCVIL 

1^ MRS HOWARD TO DR SWIFT. 

jiug. 1727.' 

I "Write to you to pleafe myfelf. I hear you 
are melancholy becaufe you have a bad 
' head, and deaf ears. Thefe are two misfortunes 
I have laboured under thefe. many years, and yet. 
was never peevifli with myfelf or the world. 
• Have I more philofophy and refolution than you ? 
Or am I fo ftu|)id I don't feel the evil ? Is this 
meant iii a good-natured view ? Or do I mean^ 
thit I pleafe myfelf when I infult over you ? 
Anfwer thefe queries in writing, if poifon or 

othef 
f Set letter ccdv. 
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other methods don't enable you foan to appear ' 
in pcrfon. Though I make ufe of yotir own - 
word poifon, give me leave to tell you it is noil- - 
fenfe s and I defire you will rake more care for % 
Ac time to come, hovr you endeavour to impofe v 
upon mj underftanding, by making no ufe of' « 
your own. I am, (sfc. 



LETTER CCX!XCniI. 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

Lmdoriy Sipt. 2. 1717. 

J HAD your's of the 19th of Auguft, which 
I^nfwered the 29th from Twickenham. I 
came to town on the laft day of Auguft, being 
impatient of (laying there longer, where fo much 
company came to us, while I was fo giddy and 
deaf, I am now got to my coufin Lancelot's 
houfe ; where I defire all letters may be^dire&ed 
to me. I am ftill in the fame condition, or r»» 
thcr worlc ; for I walk like a drunken man, and 
am deafer than ever you knew me. If I had 
zny tolerable health, I would go this moment 
to Ireland ; yet I think I would not, conGdering, 
the news I daily expefl: to hear from you. I 
have juft received your's of Auguft 24. 5 I kept 
it an hour in my pocket, with all the fufpence 
of a man who expelled to hear the worft news 
that fortune could give him, and at the fame 
dme was not able to bold up my head. Thefe 
■"^- ■ ' are 
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ire the pcrqulGtesof living long. The laft aft 
tf life is always a tragedy at beft ; but it is a 
bitter aggravation to hare one's beft friend go 
before one. I defired in my laft, that you would 
not enlarge upon that event, but tell me the 
bare faft. I long knew that our dear friend had 
not the Jfamifia vJtx 5 but my friendfliip could not 
arm me againft this accident, although I fore- 
faw it. I have faid enough in my laft letter, 
which now I fuppofe is with you. I know not 
whether it be an addition to my gHef or no, 
that I am now extremely ill ; for it would have 
been a reproach to me to be in perfecl health, 
when fuch a friend is defperate. I do profefs, 
upon my falvation, that the diftrefTed and defpe- 
rate condition of our friend makes life fo indif- 
ferent to me, who, by courfe of nature, have 
fo little left, that I do not think it worth the 
time to ftruggle : Yet I fhould think, according 
to what hath been formerly, that I may happen 
to overcome this prcfent diforder ; and to what 
advantage f Why, to fee the lofs of that perfon 
for whofe fake only life was worth preferving. 
1 brought both thofe friends over *, that we 
might be happy together a"s long as God (hould 
pleafc. The knot is broken ; and the remain- 
VoL.XVI. G ing 

• Mrs Johnfon and Mrs Dinjrley, !>nth relations of 
Sir WilUatn Temple, at whofe houfe the author became 
acquainted with them, ai'tcr he left the univcilhy of 
Dnbliti. Their fortunes bcirg tiot rery confidej-able> 

they chofe to fpcnd their days in Ireland. There Is 

not the leaft reafon to believe that Stella was related to 
Sir WiUiAm Teiliplc. Hawkff* 
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ing peffon, you know, has ill anfwered the end} 
and the other, who is now to be loft, is all that 
•was valuable. You agreed with me, or you 
are a great hypocrite. What have I to do in 
the world ? 1 never was infuch agonies as when^ 
I received your letter, and had it in my pocket. 

1 am able to hold up my forry head no 

longer *. 



LETTER CCCXCIX. 

MR POPE TO DR SHERIDAN. 

SIR, Twickenham^ Sept, 6. 

I AM both obliged and alarmed by your let- 
ter. What you mention of a particular 
friend of the Dean's being upon the brink of an- 
other world, gives me great pain ; for it makes 
me, in tendernefs to him, wifti him with you; 
and at the fame time I fear he is not in a con- 
dition 
I 

• That ingenious lady for whom the author cxprefleth 
fo much concern here, and in the preceding letter, wai 
the faniou* Stella, To often celebrated in the author's 
poems for her fine perfon, wit, and many virtues. 
Her phyfician told her, when ilie was near d)ing, that 
ilie was at the bottom of the hill, and they muft endea- 
•vour to get her up again. But ihc plainly faw the ap- 
proaches of death, and readily replied, **; That flie found 
<« jihe would be out of breath before flie.got up to the 
<t top" She died in a few months after the date of 

tlicfc letters, Jan. 33. 1727-8 See her character iu 

Dr SNvlfi'i lil'e, prefixed to Yol. I. 
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dition to make the journey. Though (to eafe 
you as far as I can) his phyfician and friend, 
Dr Arbuthnott, affurcs me he will foon be well. 
At prefent he is very deaf, and more uneafy 
than I hoped that complaint alone would have 
made him. I apprehend he has written to you 
in a melancholy way ; which has put you into 
a greater fright, than (with God's will) we may 
have any reafon for. He talks of returning to 
Ireland in three weeks, if he recovers fuflicient- 
ly J if not, he will '(lay here this winter. Up- 
on pretence of fome very unavoidable occafions, 
he went to London four days fince, where I fee 
him as often as he will let me. I was ex- 
tremely concerned at his opiniatrete in leaving 
me ; but he (hall not get rid of the friend, tho' 
he may of his houfe. I have fuggefted to him 
the remedy you mention \ and I will not leave 
him a day till I fee him better. I wilb you could 
fee us in England without manifeft inconveni- 
ence to yourfelf \ though I heartily hope and be- 
Kcvc that our friend will do well. I (incerely 
honour you for your warmth of afFeftion, where 
it is fo juftly merited \ and am, both for his 
iake ^nd your own, with great efteem, your'si 

A. POPE. 

P. S. I have often defired the Dean to make 

known to you my fenfe of the good opinion you 

have exprefled of me in your letters. I am 

fleafed to have an opportunity of thaxiking you 

G 2 \iivdtt 
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^under my hand ; and J defire you to continue it, 
to one who is no way ungrateful. 

*,• This letter was probably an anfwer to OQefent by 
Dr Sheridan to Mr Pope when he laft wrote to the Deaiu 
The reafon of his going to London appears by the tw* 
preceding letters ; and about the time mentioned in this, 
he returned again to Ireland. Mrs Johnfon languiibed 
till the 28th of January following, and then died. During 
her £ckaers> he compofed the prayers which may be 
found in this edition. They were orij^inaily printed horn 
bis own hand-writing* Hartfkn/* 



LETTER CCCC. 

MRS HOWARD TO DR SWIFT. 

Sept. i'jZ'j^ 

1DID defire you to write me a love-letter ; but 
I never did defire you to talk of marrying me. 
1 had rather you and I were dumb, as well as deaf, 
for ever, than that fbould happen. I would 
take your giddinefs, your head-ach, or any o» 
ther complaint you have, to refemble you in one 
circumftance of life. So that I infift upon your 
thinking yourfelf a very liappy man, at Icaft 
whenever you make acomparifon between your- 
felf and me. 1 likewife infift upon your taking 
no rcfolution to leave England till I fee you ; 
which muft be here, for the moft difagreeable 
reafon in the world, and the moft (hocking : I 
dare not go to you. Believe nobody that talks 

to 
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to you of the Queen, without you are fare the 
perfon likes both the Queen and you. I have 
been a flave twenty years, without ever receiving 
a reafon for any one thing I ever was obliged to 
do ; and I have now a mind to take the pleafure^ 
once in my life, of abfolute power ; which I ex- 
ped you to give* me, in obeying all my orders^ 
without one queftion why 1 have given them. 



LETTER CCCCL 

PR SWIFT TO MR WORRAL* 

London J Sept. 12. 1727.. 

I Have not wrote to you this long time, nor 
would I now, if it were not necelTary. By 
Dr Sheridan's frequent letters, I am every poit 
expefting the death of a friend, with whofe lofs I 
fliall have very little regard for the few years that 
nature may leave me. I defire to know where 
my two friejids lodge. I gave a caution to Mrs 
Brent; that it might riot be in damo decani^ quo-' 
niam hoc minime decet^ uii manifeflum eji : habeo enim 
malignoTy quijinijlre hoc interpretabunturyji evemat 
(quod Deus avertat), ut iUic m^riatur. I am in. 
liich a condition of health, that I cannot poffibly 
travel'. Dr Sheridan, to whom* I wrote this lafi 
port, will be more particular, and fpare my weat 
difordered head Pray, anfwer all calls of mo- 
ney in your power to Mrs Dingley, and dcfire her 
to aik it. I cannot come back at the time of 
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my licence, I am afraid. Therefore the feconcl or 
third day before it expires, which will be the be- 
ginning of O£kobcr, (you will find by tl>c date of 
the laft), t^ikc out a new one for another half 
year j and let the fame claufe be in (of leave to 
go to Great-Britain, or elfewhere, for the reco- 
very of his health) ; for very probably, if this un- 
fortunate event {hould happen of thelofs of our 
friend, (and I have no probability or hopes to ex- 
peft better), I will go to France, if my health 
will permit me, to forget myfelf *. I leave my 
whole little affairs with you ; I hate to think of 
them. If Mr Deacon, or Alderman Parfon,^ 
come to pay rent, take it on account, unlefs they 
, bring you their laft acquittance to direfl you. 
But Deacon owes me feventy-five pounds, and 
intereft, upon his bond *, fo you are to take care 
©f pving hifn any receipt in full of all accounts.. 
I hope you and Mrs Worrall have your health. 
I can hold up my head no longer. I am finccic* 
ly your*8. 

You need not trouble yourfelf to write till 
you have bufinefs •, for it is uncerta'in where I 
fliallbe. ^ 

LETTER 

* ScMjn after the date of this letter, the Dean went to 
Ireland ; and Mrs Johnfon, after langaifiiing about tw« 
months, •died on the aSth of J^iuary I7i7,. in tke AA^ht. 
3f€ar of her age^^. 
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LETTER CCCCn. 

BR SWIFT TO MUS HOWARD *, BEFORE HI* 
LEAVINQ ENGLAND. 

MADAM, Sept. 1727. 

^'^HIS cruel diforder of deafnefs, attended 
with giddinefs, ftill confines me. I have 
been debating with myfelf, that kaving a home 
in Dublin not inconvenient, it would be prudent 
for me to return thither, while my ficknefs will 
allow me to travel. I am therefore fetting out 
for Ireland ; and it is one c6mfort to me, that 
I am ridding you of a troublefome companion. 

I am infinitely obliged to you for all your ci- 
vilities, and fhall retain the remembrance of theni 
during my life. I hope you will favour me fo 
far, as to prcfcnt my moft humble duty to the 
Queen, and to defcribe to her Majefty my for- 
jrow, that my diforder was pf fuch a nature, as 

to 

• *rhis lady went, in the prime of her yoiitt, to the 
eourt of Hanover, with her hniband, and became of th^ 
bed-chamber to the Princefs of Brnnfwfck, afterwards 
Princefs of "Wales, and then giieen Carolifie. Upon the 
death of Queen Anne, ihe came over wtth her miftrcfs, 
and was reckoned the greateH: favourite at Leiceftcr- 
houfe. Some time after the acceffion of George II. Ihc 
was created Countefs. of Suffolk, and in a few years reti- 
red from court. She furvived her firft hufband, and jwar- 
riedthe Honourable Mr George Berkeley, brother to La- 
dy Betty Germain, in the year 17;? 5- See Mrs Barbcr'Sr 
letters, and thofe of Lady Betty Germain,, in this cbllec* 

tt(ML» 
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•o make me incapable of attending her, as flic 
was pleafed td permit me. I ihall pafi the re- 
mainder of my life with the utmoft gratitude for 
her Majefty's favours *. I am, isfc. 



LETTER CCCCIII. 

0/?. 2. 1727. 

IT 18 a perfect trouble to me to write to you ; 
and your kind letter left for me at Mr Gay's 
afFe£^ed me fo much, that it made me like a girL 
I can't tell what to fay to you ; I only /eel that 
I wilh you well in every circumftance of life ^ 
that it is almoft as good to be hated as to be lo- 
ved, confidering the pain it i« to minds of any . 
tender turn, to find themfelves fo utterly impo- 
tent to do any good, or give any eafe to thofe 
who deferve mod from us. I would very fain 
know, as foon as you recover your complaints, 
or any part of them. Would to God I could 
cafe any of them, or had been able even to have 
alleviated any ! I found I was not, and truly it 
grieved me. I was forry to find you could think 
yourfelf eafier in any houfe than in mine ; though 
at the fame time I can allow for a tendernefs in 
I your 

• His opinion of this lady, and fenfe of her Majefty's 
fevoarSy are expreiled very differently in other places : 
It is therefore to be prefnmcd, they were changed by fome 
events fubftrqucnt to this letter, though I think he was 
never afterwards in Knji,land. See verfcs on his owa- 
death, and the letter ufLady £Uz. Germain> in tdils coU 
L;<5Uoa. 
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your way of thinking, even when it feemed to 
want that tendemefs. I can't explain my mean- 
ing ; perhaps you know it. But the heft way of 
convincing you of my indulgence, will be, if I 
live, to vifit you in Ireland, and aft there as 
much in my own way as you did here in your's. 
I will not leave your roof, if I am ill. To your 
bad health I fear there was added fome difagree- 
a]|le news from Ireland, which might occafion 
yoyr fo Tudden departure : For the lad tinoe I 
faw you, you aflured me you would not leave us 
this whole winter, unlefs your health grew bet* 
ter ; and I don't find it did fo. I never compli* 
cd fo unwillingly in my life with any friend as 
with you, in (laying fo entirely from you ; nor 
could I have had the conftancy to do it, if you 
bad not promifed, that, before you went, wc 
Ibould meet, and you would fend to us all to come. 
I have given your remembrances to thofe you 
inemion m your's. 'We are quite forry for you, 
I mean for ourfelves. I hope, as you do, that 
we -(hall meet in a noor^ durable and more fatif* 
faftory ftate ', but the lefs furc I am of that, the 
more I would indulge it in this. We are to be* 
. licve we (hall have fome thmg better than even a 
friend there ; but certainly here we have nothing 
fo good. Adieu for this time. May you find 
every friend you go to as pleafed and happy, as 
every friend you went from is forry and trou- 
bled. 

' Your's, \^c. 

, , LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCIV. 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

Dublin^ OB, 12. 1727. 

IHave been long reafoning with myfelf upon 
the condition I am in, and in conclufion 
have thought it beft to return to what fortune 
hath made my home. I have there a large houfr, 
and fervants arid conveniencies about me. I may 
be worfe than I am •, and I havc^no-where to re- 
tire. I therefore thought it beft to return to Ire- 
land, rather than go to any dfftant place in Eng- 
land% Here is my maintenance, and here my 
jconvenience. If it pleafes God to reftore me to 
my health, I Ihall readily make a third journey; 
if not, we muft part, as all human creatures have 
parted. You are the beft and kindeft friend in 
the world, and I know nobody alive or dead to 
whom I am fo much obliged: And if ever yott 
made me angry, it was for your too much care 
about me. I have often wiftied that God Al- 
mighty would be fo eafy to the weaknefs of man- 
kind, as to let old friends be acquainted in ano- 
ther ftate ; and if I were to write an Utopia for 
heaven, that would be one of my fchemes. This 
wildnefs you muft allow for, becaufe I am giddy 
and deaf. 

I find it more convenieftt to be fick here, with- 
out the vexation of making my friends uneafy; 
yet my giddinefs alone would not have done, if 
that unfociable cooifoitlefs deafnefs had not quite 

tired 
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I • 

tired me. And I believe I (hould have returned 
from the inn, if I had not feared it was only a 
Ihoit intermiflion, and the year was lace^ and my 
licence expiring. Surely, befides aU pther faults, 
I (hould be a very ill judge, to doubt your friend- 
(hip and kindnefs. But it hath pleafed God, 
that you are not in a ftate of health to be mor- 
tified with the care and ficknefs of a friend. Two 
fic]( friends never did well together ; fuch an of- 
fice is fitter for fervants and humble companions, 
to whom it is wholly indifferent whether we 
give them trouble or no. The cafe would be 
quite othcrwife if you were with me ; you could 
refufe to fee any body ; and here is a large houfe, 
where we need not hear each other if we were 
both fick. I have a race of orderly elderly peo- 
ple of both fexes at command, who are of no 
confequence, and have gifts proper for attending 
us; who dan bawl when 1 am deaf, and tread 
foftly when I am only giddy and would flecp. 

I had another rcafon for my hafte hither; 
which was changing my agent, the old one ha- 
ving terribly involved my little affairs ; to which 
however I am grown fo indifferent, that I be- 
lieve I fhall lofe two or three hundred pounds 
rather than plague myfelf with accounts; fo that 
I am very well qualified to be a lord, and put in- 
to Peter Walter's hands. 

Pray God continue and increafe Mr Congreve's 
amendment ; though he does not deferve it like 
you, having been too laviih of that health which 
nature gave him. 
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I hope my Whitehall landlord is nearer to a 
place than when I left him 5 as the preacher faid, 
«< the day of judgment was nearer than ever it 
«< had been before." 

Pray God fend you healthy det folutum^ det 0^ 
pes ; ammam aquam tibi ipft parabis. You fee Ho- 
race wiflied for money as well as health ; and I 
would hold a crown he kept a coach ; and I fhall 
never be a friend to the court till you do fo too. 

LETTER CCCX:V. 

FROM THE PRINCE OF LILLiPUT. 

ft- • - 

In European charafters and Englifli thus : 
The high and mighty Prince Egroego, bom 

to the moft puiflant empire of the Eaft, 
Unto Stella, the moft refplendent glory of 

the Weftern hemifphere, fendeth health and 

happinefs. 

BRIGHTEST PRINCESS, ^T^l" 

TH A T invincible hero, the Man-Moun- 
tain, fortunately arriving at our coaft 
fome years ago, delivered us from ruin by con- 
quering the fleets and armies of our enemies, 
- and gave us hopes of a durable peace and hap- 
pinefs. But now the martial people of Blefufcu, 
encouraged from his abfence, have renewed 
the war, to revenge upon us the lofs and difgrace 
they fuifered by our valiant champion. 

The 

• Here we have a parcel of characters formed at ra»- 
iam, by way of the adorefs in the Lilliputian tongue. 
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The fame of your fuper-exccllent pcrfon and 
virtue, and the huge efteem which that great 
general has for you, urged us in this our fecond ' 
diftrefs to fue for your favour. In order to which 
we have fcnt our able and trufty Nardap Ko- 
ORBNiLpB, requeuing, that if our general does 
yet tread upon the terreftrial globe, you, in com- 
pafBon to us, would prevail upon him to take 
another voyage for our deliverance. 

And leaft any apprehenfions of famine amongft 
us ftiould render Nard AC Mountain averfe to 
the undertaking, we fignify to you, that we have 
ftored our folds, our coops, our granaries and 
cellars, with plenty of provifion for a long fupply 
of the waftes to be made by his capacious fto- 
mach. 

And furthermore, becaufe as we hear you are 
not fo well as we could wiih, we beg you would 
complete our happinefs, by venturing your moft 
valuable perfon along with him into our coun- 
try, where, by the falubrity of our finer air and 
diet, you will foon recover your health and fto- 
mach. 

In full aflurance of your complying goodncfs, 
we have fent you fome provifion for your voyage, 
and we ftiall with impatience wait for your fafe 
arrival to our kingdom. Moft illuftrious lady, 
farewell. 

Prince EGROEGO. 

Dated tbc nth day of the 6tli Moon, in the 7 
2001 year of the Lilliputian aera. £ 

YoL.^XVI. H LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCVr. 

. EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 

REV. SIR, Dover-Jlreet^ Oa. 12. 1727. 

T WAS very much concerned to hear you were 
-»- fo much out of order when \ went to the 
North ', and, upon my return, which was but 
iitely, I was in hopes to have found you here, 
ia <^ iliar you would not have gone to yourdeanry 
tiii rl^ fpring. 1 Ihouid be glad to hear that you 
arc well, and have got rid of that troublefome 
diftemper, your deafnefs. 

I have feen Pope but once, and that was but 
for a few minutes ; he was very much out of or- 
der, but I hope it only proceeded from being two 

^ days in town, and (laying out a whole opera. 
He would not fee the coronation, although he 
might have feen it with little trouble. 

. ; I came lail night well home, after attending, 
and paying my duty in my rank at the corona- 
tion. I hope there will not be another till I can 
have the laudable excufe of old age not to at- 
tend ; which is no ill wi(h to their prefent Maje^ 
fties, fince Nottingham at fourfcore could bear 
the fatigue very well. I will not trouble you with 
an account of the ceremony 5 I do not doubt but 
you will have a full and true account from much 
better hands. 

I have been put in hopes that we ftiall fee you 
again early in the fpring, which will be a very 
great pleafurc to me. ' 

There 
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There is a gentleman that is now upon putting 
out a new edition of the Oxford Marmora: 
I fliould take it for a great favour if you would be 
fo kind to lend me your copy of that book. I 
think there are fome corre£lions : If you think fit 
to do this» Mr Clayton, who is in Ireland, will 
take care to bring it fafe to me, and I will with 
great care return it to you again. 

I mud not conclude this without making my 
wife's compliments to you. I am with true 
te£pcSt, Sir, your moft bumble fervant^ 

OXFORD- 

Tou foi^ot to fend me the ballad. 
Mr Clayton will call upon you before he comes 
to England v I have written him to that purpofe. 



LETTER CCCCVIL 

MR GAT TO D& SWIVT* 

0^. 22. 1727. 

THE Queen's family is at lad fettled ; and irt 
• the lift I was appointed gentleman-^uflier 
to the Piincefs Louifa, the youngeft princefs ; 
which, upon account that 1 am fo far advanced 
in life, I have declined accepting ; and have en- 
deavoured, in the beft manner I could, to make 
my excufes by a letter to her Majefly. So now 
all my expeftations are tanifhed ; and I have no 
profpcft, but depending wholly upon myfclf, 
H 2 ^^ 
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and my own conduft. As I am ufed to difap- 
pointments, I can bear them ; but as I can have 
no more hopes, I can no more be difappoint- 
ed ; fo that I am in a blefled condition,-— You- 
remember you were advifing me to go into New- 
gate to. finifli my fcenes the more correftlyr 1 

now think I {hall, for I have no attendance to 
hinder me ; but my opera is already finished. I 
leave the reft of this paper to Mr Pope. 

Gay is a free man,, and I writ him a long 
congratulatory letter upon it. Do you the fame*. 
It will mend him and make him a better maiv 
than a court could do. Horace might keep his 
coach in Auguftus^s time if he pleafed j but I 
won't in the time of our Auguftus. My poem, 
(which it grieves me that I dare not fend you a 
copy of for fear of the Curls and Dennis's of 
Ireland, and ftill more for fear of the worft of 
traitors^ our friends and admirers), my poem, I 
.fay, will ftiew what a diftinguiftiing age we live 
&. Your name is in it, with fome others, un- 
der the mark of fuch ignominy as you will not 
much grieve to wear in that company. Adieu i 
and God bleft youj and give you health and 
fpirits. 

Whether thou chufe Cervantes* ferious air^ 
Or laugh and fhake in Rab'lais' eafy-chair, 
Or in the graver gown inftru£t mankind. 
Or, filent, let thy morals tell thy mind. 

Thefe two verfe« are over and above what ^ 
We faid -of you in the poem. Adieu. 

LETTER 
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-LETTER CCCCVIU. 

FROM DR. SWIVT. 

OB. 30. 1727. 

TH E firft letter I writ after my landing waa 
to Mr Gay ; but it would have been wifef 
to dircft it to Tonfon or Lintct^ to whom I be- 
Itere his lodgings are better known than the 
runners of the poft-ofBce. In that letter you 
will find what a quick change I made infeven 
days from London to the dcanry, through many 
nations and languages unknown to the civilized 
world. And I have often rcflefted, in how few 
honrs^ with a fwift horfe, or a ftrong gale, a 
man may come among a people as unknown to 
him as the antipodes* If I did not know yoa 
more by your converfation and kindnefs thatv 
by your letter, I might be bafc enough to fu- 
fpeft, that, m point of fricndfhip, you a£led liko 
fome philofophers^ wlio wrote much better upon 
virtue than they praflifed it. In anfwer^ I can 
only fwear, that "^ow have taught me to dream, 
which I had not done in twelve years, further than 
by inexpreffible nonfcnfe ; but now I can every 
night diilinftlf fee Twickenham and the grotto, 
and Dawley, and many other et ceterc^s \ and it 
is but three nights fince I beat Mrs Pope. I mud 
needs confefs> that the pleafarc I take in think- 
ing on you is very much lefiened by the pain I 
am in about your health. You pay dearly fot , 
H J the 
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the great talents God hath given you, and for 
the confequences of them, in the efteem and 
diftindiion you receive from mankind, unlefs 
you can provide a tolerable (lock of health ; in 
which purfuit I cannot much commend your 
condufbj but rather intreat you would mend it^ 
by following the advice of my Lord Bolingbroke 
and your other phyficians. When you talked 
of cups and im]yeflions, it came into my head to 
imitate you in quoting fcripture, not to your ad- 
vantage. I mean what was (aid to David by one 
of his brothers. / knew thy pride^ and the natigh^ 
tinefs of thy heart. I remember when it grieved 
your foul to fee me pay a penny more than my 
club at an inn, when you had maiintained me 
three months at bed and boar4 ; for which, if I 
had dealt with you in the Smithfield way, it 
would have cofL me a hundred pounds » for I 
live wojrfc here upon more. Did you ever con- 
fider, that I am for life almoft twice as rich as 
{jjrou, and pay no. rent, and drink French wine 
twice as cheap as you do port, and have neither 
coach, chair, nor mother ? As to the world, I 
think you ought to fay to it with St Paul, If we 
have fawn unto you fpiritual things y iV it a great 
thing if iveJbaH reap your carnal things P This is 
more proper (till, if you coniider the French 
word Jpiritualy in which fenfe the world ought 
to pay you better than they do. If you made 
me a prefcnt of a thoufand pound, I would not 
allow myfelf to be in your debt ; and if I made 
you a prcfent of two, I would not allow myfelf 

to 



CORRESPONDENCE. 91 

to be out of it. But I have not half your pride : 
Witnefs what Mr Gay fays in his letter^ that I 
was ccnfured for begging prefents, though I li- 
mited them to ten {hillings. I fee no reafon 
(at leaft my friendftiip and vanity fee none) why 
you fhould not give me a vifit, when you (hall 
happen to be difengaged. I will fend a perfon 
to Chefter to take care of you, and you (hall be 
ufed by the heft folks we have ijfcre, as well as 
civility and goo<l nature can contrive. I believe 
local motion will be no ill phyfic ; and I will 
have your coming infcribed on my tomb, and re- 
corded in never-dying verfe. 

I diank Mrs Pope for her prayers, but I know 
the myftery. A perfon of my acquaintance, who 
ufed to correfpond with the laft Great Duke of 
Tufcany, (hewing one of the Duke's letters to a 
friend, and profefling great fenfe of his High- 
nefs's friend(hip, read this pafTage out of the let<* 
ters, / fvould give one of my fingers to procure you 
real good. The perfon to whom this was read,?!? 
and who knew the Duke well, faid, the mean- 
ing of real good was only, that the other might 
turn a good Catholic. Pray aflc Mrs Pope whe- 
ther the ftory is applicable to her and me ? I 
pray God blefs her, for I ^m fure (he is a good 
Chriftian, and (which is almoft as rare) a good 
woman. Adieu. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCaX- 

Dm SWllT TO MJt GAY. 

Dublin^ Nav. 23. 172 

IEntirelt approve your rcfii£a! of that cr 
pbyment, and your writing to the Qucc 
I am perfeellyilbTrfidtnt you have a keen cnen 
m the miniftry. God forgive him, but not t 
hrc puts himfelf in a ftatc to be forgiven* Up< 
rcafoning with myfelf, I ihoatd hope they a 
gone too far to difcard you quite, and that th< 
will give yoafometbing; which, akhovigh mu( 
Jefs than they ought, wilt be (as far as it ig wort! 
better circumftantiatcd j and fincc yoo a&ea< 
juft live, a middling help will make you juft ti 
lerable. Your latenefe in life (as you fo (oc 
call it) might be improper to begin the worl 
with 5 but almoft the eldeft men- may hope t 
fee changes in a court. A nwnifter is always li 
venty: you are thirty years yownger; aitd coi 
fider, Cromwel himfelf did not begin to appe: 
till he was older than you. I beg you will I 
thrifty, and learn to value a ihilling, which E 
Birch faid was a ferious thing. Get a ftrongt 
fence about your 1000 1. and throw the intn 
fence into the heap, and be advifed by yo« 
Twickenham landlord and me about an annuit] 
You are the moil refraftory, honeft, good-nati 
red man I ever have known. I could argue 01 
this paper.- ■ I am very glad your opera is f 

niibe< 
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liftiedj and hope your friends will join the rea* 
dier to make it fucceed^ becaufe you are ill ufed 
by others. 

I have known courts thefe thirty-fix years, 
and know they differ ; but in fome things they 
arc extremely conftant. Firft, in the: trite old 
maxim of a miniftePs never forgiving thofe he 
hath injured. Secondly, in the infincerity of 
thofe who would be thought th^ bed friends. 
Thirdly, in the love of fawning, cringing, and 
tale-bearing. Fourthly, in facrificing thofe whom 
we really wi(h well, to a point of intereft or in- 
trigue. Fifthly, in keeping every thing worth 
taking, for tbofe who can do fervice or difler- 
Ticc. 

Now, why does not Pope publifh his Dul- 
nefs • ? The rogues be marks will die of thcm- 
felves in peace, and fo will his friends ^ and fo 
tlicrc will be neither puniihment nor reward.-*— 
Pray inquire how my Lord St John does. Theresa 
no man's health in England I am more concern* 
cd about than his.— I wonder whether you be* 
gin to tafte the pleafure of independency, or 
whether you do not fometimes leer upon the 
court oculo reiorto. Will not you think of an 
annuity when you are two years older, and have 
doubled your purchafe-money ? Have you dedi- 
cated your opera, and got the ufual dedication- 
fee of twenty guineas? How is the Do£lor{ 
Dbea he not chide that you never called upon 
bim for hints ? Is my Lord Bolingbroke, at the 

moment 
* The DancUd. 
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moment I am writing, a planter, a philofop 
Or a writer ? Is Mr Pulteney in expe&atio 
a fon, or my Lord Oxford of a new old m; 
fcript ? 

I bought your opera to-day /or fixpena 
curfed print. I find there is neither dcdics 
nor preface, both which wants I approve ; 
in the grand gout. 

We are as HbU of it, fr9 tncdulo ttpfiro^ as ] 
don can be ; continually a£iing, and he 
cramm'd^ and the Lord Lieutenant fevend t 
there laughing bis heart out. I did not ut 
ftand> that the fcene of Locket and Peach 
quarrel was v\ imitation of ose between Br 
and Caflius, till I was told it. I wifh Mach< 
when he' was going- to be banged, had imil 
Alexander the Great when he was dying. I w 
have had his fellow-rogues defire his com m 
about a fucceiTor, and he to anfwer^ Let 
the. mod worthy, \itc^ We hear a milKc 
flories about the opera, of the applaufe v 
ibngi l^bai was hveJi'd at mi, when two | 
minifters were» in a box together, and aH 
world flaring at them. I am heartily glad 
opera hath mended your purfe, though per 
it may fpoil your court. 

Will you defire my Lord Bolingbroke, 
Fulteney, and Mr Pope, to command you tc 
an annuity with two thoufand pounds, thai 
may laugh at courts and bad mttiiflers. 

Ever preferve fome fpicc of the alden 
McL prepare againfl age, and dulnefs, and 
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ncfe, and coldnefs, or death of friends. A >vhore 
has a refource left, that flic caji t»rn bawd ; but 
an old decayed poet is a creature abandoned, 
I and at mercy, when he can find none. Get mc 
fikewifc Polly's mezzotinto. Lord, how the 
fchool-boys at Weftminfter, and univcrfity-Iads 
adore you at this junAure ! Have you nnade as 
many men laugh as minifters can make weep ? 

I will excufe Sir — the trouble of a letter. 
When ambafladors came from Troy to condole 
g with Tiberius upon the death of his nephew, 
after two years, the Emperor anfwered. That 
he likcwife condoled with them for the untime- 
ly death of He€tor. I always loved and refpe£)> 
edfaim very much, and do ftill as much as ever; 
j and it is a return fufficient, if he pleaies to ao- 
I cept the offers of my moft humble fervice. . 

The Beggar's Opera hath knocked down Gul- 
liTcr 5 I hope to fte Pope's Dulnefs knock down 
the Beggar's Opera, but not till it hath fully 
done its job. 

To expofe vice, and make people laugh with 
innocence, does more public fervice than aH the- 
minifters of ftate from Adam to Walpolc; -and 
fo adieu. 

LETTER CCCCX. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT- 

POPE charges himfelf with this letter. He 
has bcen^hcre two days ; he is now hur- 
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Tying to London ; he will hurry back to Twicl 
enham in two days more ; and, before the tt 
of the week, he will be, for aught I know, j 
Dublin, In the mean time, his Dulnefs * groiJi 
and flourifhes, as if he was there already, 
will indeed be a noble work* The many wi 
ftare at it, the few will fmile, and all his p: 
trons, froih Bickerftaff to Gulliver, will rejoic 
to/ee themfelyes adorned in that immorta} piec< 
I hear that you have bad fome return of yoi 
illaefs, which carried you fo fuddenly from u: 
if indeed it was your own iUnefs which mad 
you in fuch hafte to be at Dublin. Dear Swif 
take care of your health. I'll give you a receij 
for it, a la Montagne^ or, which is better, 41 i 
Bruyere. ** NourifTer bieil voir corpfe ; ne 1 
«* fa^iguer jamais : laiffer rouiller Tefprit, meubl 
•* inutil, votre outil dangereux : laifler fonnc 
«* t«)s cloches le matin, pour eveiller les cha 
** noines, et pour faire dorrair le Doyen d*u: 
<' fommeil doux et profond, qui lui procure d 
^* beaux fonges : lever vous tard, et aller a l*cg 
•* life, pour vous faire payer d'avoir bien dorm 
«* et bien dejunne." As to myfelf, (a perfon a 
bout whom I concern myfelf very little), I muf 
fay a word or two out of complaifance to you 
I am in my farm, and here I (hoot ftrong an< 
tenacious roots. I have caught hold of the earti 
(to ufe a gardener's phrafe), and neither my e 
nemies nor my friends will find it an eafy mat 
ter to tranfplant. me again. Adieu. Let m< 

heai 

* The Dunciad* 
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Kcar from you^ at kaft of you. I lore you for 

a thoufand things ; for none more than for the 
jttft efteern and love which you have for all the 
Cons of Adanu 

P. S. According 16 Lord Bolingbroke's ac- 
count, I fhall be at Dublin in three days. I can- 
not belp adding a word, to defire you to expe£l 
my foul there with you by that time j but as 
for the jade of a body that is tacked to it, I fear 
there vriil be no dragging it after. I afiure you 
1 ha^e few friends here to detain me, and no 
powerful one at court abfolutdy to forbid my 
journey. I am told the gynocracy are of opinion, 
that they want no better writers than Cibber, 
and the Britifh Journalift -, fo that we may live 
at quiet, and apply ouffelves to our more ab« 
ftmfe ftudies. The only courtiers I know, or 
have" the honour to call my friends, are John 
Gay and Mr Bowry, The former is at prefent 
fo employed in the elevated airs of his opera, 
afnd the latter in the exaltation of bis high dig-> 
nhy, (that of her Majefty's waterman), tbat I 
can fearce obtain a categorical anfwer from ei- 
ther to any thing I fay to them. But the opera 
fucceeds extremely, to your's and my extreme 
fatisfa6]tion, of which he promifes this poft to 
give you a fixU account. I have been in a worfe 
condition of health than ever, and think my im^ 
mortality is very near out of my enjoyment : So 
it muft be in you, and in pofterity, to make me 
what amends you can for dying young. Adic«. 

Vot. XVI. I WWle 
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While I am, I am your*8. Pray love mc, and 
take care of yourfelf. 



LETTER CCCCXr. 

DR AREUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

London y Nov. 30. 1727* 

IHavb heard, dear Sir, with, great pleafure, 
of your fafe arrival; and, which is more, of 
the recovery of your health. I think it will be 
the beft expedient for me to take a journey. 
You will know^ who the inclofed comes^ from \ 
and, I hope, will value mine for what it contains. 
I think every one of your friends have heard 
from you, except myfelf. Either you have not 
done me juftice, or they have not done you ; 
for I have not heard from them of my name be« 
ing mentioned in any of your .letters. If my cu- 
riofity wanted only to be gratified, I don't ftand 
in need of a letter from yourfelf, to inform me 
what you are doing ; for there are people about 
court, who can tell me every thing that you do or 
fay ; fo that you had beft take care of your con- 
duct. You fee of what importance you are. 
however, all quarrels afide, I muft aik you, if 
you have any intefeft ? Or do you think that 
I could have, or procure any with ray Lord Lieu- 
tenant, to advance a relation of mine, one 
Capt. Inncs, I think in Colonel Wilfon's regi- 
' mcut, and now in Limerick ? H^Js an exceeding 

worthy 
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^rthy man, but has ftnck long in a low poll 
or want of friends. Pray tell me which way I 
liall proceed in this matter. 

I was yefterday with all your friends at St ^ 
ames's. There is certainly a fatality upon poor 
ra y. As for hopes of preferment th$re by fa- 
3ur, he has laid it afide. He has made a pretty 
3od bargain (that is, a Smith field one) for a little 
!ace in the cuftom-houfo^ which was to bring 
imin about a hundred a-year. It was done as a 
▼our to an old man, and not at all to Gay. 
Then every thing was concluded, the man re- 
ented, and faid, he would not part with his 
lace. I have begged Gay not to buy an annuity 
pon my life ; I am fure I (hould not live a week, 
long to hear of the fafe arrival of Dr Delany. 
ray> give my humble fervice to him. 

As for news, it was wrote from Spain to me» 
om my brother in France, that the preliminaries 
ere ratified, and yet the miniftry know nothing 
'it. Nay, fome told me, that the anfwer was 
ther furly. Lord Townfliend is very ill ; but 
think, by the defcription of his cafe, it is not 
ortal. I was with our friend at the back-ftairsT 
:fterday, ^nd had the honour to be called in, 
id prettily chid for leaving off, (sfc. The firft 
irt of the difcourfe was about you, Mr Pope^ 
url, and myfelf. My family are well ; they, 
id my brother in France, and one that is here, 
I give their fervice to you. If you had been fo 
ickj as to have gone to Paris laft fummer, youF 
X)uld have had health, honcur,'and diverfioniw 
I 2 abundance 1 
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'•buidaiice^ for I will promife, you would ba^ 
fccofered of 'the fpleen* I {hall add no more, bi 
my kindeft wifhes, and that I am with the grea 
ft.eft affe&ion and refpeA, your's, is^t. 



LETTER CCCCXII. 

XXE SWIFT To MRS MOORE. 

J>£AR MADAM^ Deaftrj^hot^e, Dec. 7. 172 

T' Hou^rH I £ee yoa feldomer than is agrc( 
able to my inclinations, ^etyou have x 
friend in the world that is more concerned £1 
any thing that can afie£l your mind, your healtl 
or your fortune. I have always had the higke 
cfte^m for your virtue, the greateft value f< 
your converfation, and the trueft ^ffedlion f( 
your perfon; apd therefore cannot but heaitii 
condole with you for the lofs of fo amiaUe, an 
(what is more) {o favourite a child, lliefe. ai 
tbe necefiary confe<)uences of too ftrong attaci 
ments, by which we are grie? ing ourfelves wit 
the death of thofe we love i as we muil one da 
grieve thofe who love us, with the death of oui 
lelves# For life is a tragedy, wherein we fit 2 
fpedatori a whilcj^ and then a£l oui own part i 
St. Self-love, as it is the motive to all oar a£i:ioni 
fo it is the fole caufe of our grief. The dear pei 
{on you lament, is by no means an obje£^ of pit] 
either in a moral or religious fenfe. Fhilofoph 
%tways taught men to defpife life, as a moft con 

tcroptibl 
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temptible thing in itfelf ; and religion regards it 
onl J as a preparation for a better ; which you are 
taught to be certain that fo innocent a perfon is 
now in poflelfion of : tb that fhe is an immenfe 
gainer^ and you and her friends the only lofers» 
Now, under misfortunes of this kind, I know no 
confolation more effe^iuaito a reafonable perfon^ 
than to refled rather upon what is left, than 
what is loft. She was neither an only child, nor 
an only daughter. You have three children Ieft| 
one of them of an age to be ufeful to his family % 
and the two others as promifingascanbe expe^ed 
from their age : So that, according to the general 
difpenfations of God Almighty, you have fmalf 
reafon to repine upon that article of life. ' And 
religion will tell you, that the true way to pre* 
fervc them is, not to fix any of them too deep in * 
your heart : which is a weaknefs that God feU 
dom leaves long unpunifhed ; common obferva- 
tion {hewing us, that fucb favourite children are 
either fpoilcd by their parents indulgence, or fooii 
taken out of the world ; which laft is, generally 
fpeaking, the lighter poniihment of the two. 

God, in his wifdom, hath been pleafed to load 
our declining years with many fufFerings ; with 
difeafes, and decays of nature. With the dipath of 
many friend^ and the ingratitude ©f 'more ; 
fometimes with the lofs or diminution of our 
fortunes, whai our infirmities moft need them ; 
often with contempt from the world, and alway* 
with ncglefl from it 5 with the death of our moft 
I J hopeful 
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hopeful or moft ufefu) children ; with a want of 
relifh for all worldly enjoyments ; with a general 
diflikeof perfons and things : and though all thefe 
are very natural efFedls of increafing years^ yet 
they were intended by the Author of our being 
to wean us gradually from our fondnefs of life„ 
the nearer *we approach towards the end of it* 
And this if the ufe you are to make, in prudence 
as well as in confcience^ of all the affli&ions you. 
have hitherto undergone, as weU as of thoCs 
which, in the courfe of nature and providence^ 
you have reafon to exftCt. May God, who bath 
endued you with fo many virtues, add ftrengtb 
of oiind^ and reliance upon his mercy, in propor« 
tion to your prefent fuffbrings, as well as thofe 
be may think fit to try you with, through the 
remainder of your life. 

I fear my prefent ill difpofition, both of health 
and mind*, has made me but a forry comforter: 
however, it will {hew, that no circumfiance of 
life can put you out of my mind i and that I anv 
with the trueft refpeft^ efteem, asdrfriei^dih^s 
Dear MA]>i.M, 

Tour moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 

J. S W I F T. 

LETTER 



• It was wrfttcn little more than a inontH before Mrs 
Johnfon's death, an event which wa« then aXmoSk daily 
cxpe^cd. Havkcf* 
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LETTER CCCCXUL 

MONSIEUR VOLTAIRE TO DR SWIFT. 

In London^ at the White Peruke^ 
SIR^ Covent'Garden, 14th Dec, 1727. 

YOU will be farprifed in receiving an En- 
glifli * effay from a French traveller. 
Pray forgive an admirer of youj who owes to 
your writings the love he bears toyoar language^ 
which has betrayed him into the rafh attempt of 
writing in Engiifti. 

You will fee by the adyertifement, that I have 
fome defigns upon you, and that I muft mention 
pu for the honour of your country, and for the 
improvement of mine. Do not forbid me to 
grace ray relation- with your name. - Let me in- 
dulge the fatisfaftion of talking of you, as pofte- 
rity will do. 

In the. mean time, can I make bold to intreat 
you to make fome ufe of your intereft in Ireland, 
about fome fubfcriptions for the Henriade; 
which is almoft ready, and does not come out 

yet 

• An Eflay on the Civil "Wars of France, which he 
made the fbnndatioa of hij Henriade^ an heroic poeo^ 
£nce weli known. He had been imprifoned in the Baftile 
in Paris; bnt being rcleafcd ahout the year 1725, he came 
to England, and folichcd fubfcriptions for his poem. In 
abont a year and an half, he made himfelf mafter of onr 
language ; and^ in 1727, when this letter was written, he 
pablilhed the efTay here mentioned, with an eflay on the 
^pic poetry of the European x^tions^ from Homer to Mil- 
ton* 
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yet for want of a little help ? The fubfcriptions 
will be but one guinea in hand. I am, with the 
higheft eftcem, and the utmoft gratitude, Sir, 
your mod humble and moft obedient fervant, 

VOLTAIRE. 



LETTER CCCCXIV. 

MONSIEUR VOLTAIRE TO DR SWIFT, AFTER 
THE PUBLICATION OF THE HENRIADE. 

SIR> 

I Sent the other day a cai^o of French dul- 
nefs to my Lord Lieutenant. My Lady Bo- 
lingbroke has taken upon herfelf to fend . you 
one copy of the Henriade. She is defirous to do 
that honour to my book ; and I hope the merit 
of being prefented to you by her hands will be a 
commendation to it. However, if (he has not 
done it already, I defire you to take one of the 
cargo, which is now at my Lord Lieutenant's. 
I wifli you a good hearing; if you have got it, 
you want nothing. 1 have not feen Mr Pope 
this winter ; but I have feen the third volume of 
the Mifcellanea \ and the more I read your works, 
the more I am afhamed of mine. I am, with re- 
fpeft, efteem, and gratitude, Sir,^ your moft 
humble obedient fcr?ant, 

VOLTAIRE. 

LETTER 
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L' £ T T E R CCCCXV. 

TO HIS BXCELLENCT THE LORD CARTERBT 
LORD Ll&UTENilKT OF IRELAND. 

MT LORD, Jan. 1 8. 1727-8. 

I WAS informed, that your EicccUcncy having 
referred to the univerfity here, fome regula- 
tion of hia Majefty's benefad^ion for profeflbrp^ 
they hate, in their anfwer, inCnuated as if they 
thought it bed that the profeiTorfhips fhould be 
Smited to their fellows^ and to be held only a^ 
tbey continue to be fo. I need not inform your 
Excellency^ how contrary fuch a praAice is to 
that of all the univerfities in Europe. Your Ex-- 
celleocy well knows how many learned men of 
the two laft ages have been invited by princea 
to be profeflbrs in fome art or fcience, for which 
they were renowned ; and that the like rule hath 
been followed in Oxford and Cambridge. I hope 
your Excellency will fhew^ no regard to fo tuirro^ 
and partial an opinion, which can only tend ta 
mend fellowfliips, and fpoil profeflbrfhips ; al- 
though I fhould be forry that any fellow ihould 
be thought incapable on that account, when o- 
therwife qualified. And I (hould be glad that 
any pcrfon, whofe education hath been in this u- 
nivcrfity, fhould be preferred before another up- 
on equal defervings. But that muft be left to 
thofe who fliall be your Excellency** fucceffors,. 
vho may not always be great clerks : And 1 wiflt 

yon 
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you could, in fomc mcjj^furc, provide againft ha- i 
ving this benefa€kion made a pcrquifitc of hu- .^ 
mour or favour. Whoever is preferred to a bi- • 
(hoprick, or to fuch a preferment as (hall hinder j 
him from refiding within a certain diftance of ' 
this town, ihould be obliged to refign his profef- 
forfhip. 

As long as you arc governor here, I {hall at- ! 
waysexpefk the liberty of telling you my thoughts | 
and I hope pu will confider them until you find - 
I grow impertinent, or have fome bias of my own. 

If J had not been confined to my chamber by 
the continuance of an unconverfablc diforder, I 
would have exchanged your trouble of reading . 
for that of hearing. I am, £5V. 

I defire to prefent my moft humble refpefbs to 
my Lady Carteret.. 

Your friend Walpole hath lately done -one of 
the cruelleft adHons that ever I knew, even in t 
miniftcr of (late, thefe thirty years paft j whtchj 
if the Queen hath not intelligence of, may my] 
right hand forget its cunning. 

LETTER CCCCXVI. 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

Dublin^ Feb. 13. 1728. 

I Lived very eafily in the country. Sir A. is 
a man of fenfe, and a fcholar, has a good 
Toice, and my Lady a better j (he is perfeftly well' 

bred^ 
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hredj and defirous to improre her underftanding, 
which is very goodj but cultivated too much like 
a fine lady* She was my pupil there^ and fe« 
verely chid virhen Ihe read wrong. With that, 
and walking, and making twenty little amufing im- 
provements, and writing family-verfes of mirtli 
by way of libels on my Lady, my time pafied 
Tcry well, and in very great order ; infinitely bet- 
ter than here, where I fee no creature but my 
fiervants, and my old Prefbyterian houfe-keeper, 
denying myfelf to every body, till I fhall recover 
my ears. 

The account of another Lord Lieutenant was 
only in a common newr-paper when I was in the 
country } and if jt ihould have happened to be 
true, I would have defired to have had accefs to 
him, as the fituation I am in requires. But this 
renews my grief for the death of our friend Mr 
Congreve, whom I loved from my youth, and 
who furely, befides his other talents, was a very 
agreeable companion. He had the misfortune 
to fquander away a very good conftitution in his 
younger days ; and I think a man of fenfe and 
merit like him, is bound in confcience to pre- 
ferve his health, for the fake of his friends, as 
well as of himfelf. Upon his own account I 
could not much defire the continuance of his 
life under (o much pain, and fo many infirmities. 
Tears have not yet hardened mc ; and I have an 
addition of .weight on my fpirits fince we loft 
him, though I faw him fo feldom ; and poffibly 
if 1^ bad lived on, (hould never have feen him 

more* 



Tc8 D E A N S W I FT*s 

more. I do not only wiih, as you aik me, that 
I was unacquainted with any deferving per(bn, 
but almoft that I never had a friend. Here is - 
an ingenious good-humoured phy(ician *, a fi^ 
gentleman, an excellent fcholar, eafy in his for* 
tunes, kind to every body, hath abundance of 
friends, entertains them often and liberally ; they "^ 
pafs the evening with him at cards, with plenty 
of good meat and wine, eight or a dozen toge« 
ther I he loves them all^ and they him. He *bas 
twenty of thefe at command ; if one of them dies, 
it is no more than, Poor Tom ! he gets another, 
or takes up with the reft, and is no more moved 
than at the lofs of his cat ; he offetids nobody, 

is eafy with every body Is not this the true 

happy man? I was defcribing him to my I.ady 
A*p*-*<-, who knows him too ; but (he hates him 
mortally by my chara&er, and will- not drink kis 
health. I would give half my fortune for the 
fame temper; and yet I caqnot fay I Kyv« it} for 
I do not love my Lord ■■, who is much of the 
Do£bor's nature. I hear Mr Gay's fecond ofieraf, 
which you mention; is forbid ; and then he wilt 
be once more fit to be advifed, and rejeSt your 
advice. Adieu. 



LETTER 



* Dr'HeiaLMi. 
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• L E T T £ R CCCCXVTI. 

MR GAY TO DE SWIFT. 

D£AA SIR, Whitehall^ Feb. I J. 1727-8. 

I Have deferred writing to yon from time to 
time, till I could give jou an account of the 
Be^ggaPs Opera. It is a&ed at tbe play^boufe in 
Iincoln'6-Inn-Fields wit^ fuch fuccefs, that the 
jplay-houfe hath been crouded every night. To- 
night is the fifteenth time of ading; and it is 
thought it will run a fortnight longtr. I have 
ordered Motte * to fend the play to you the firft 
opportunity. I made no intercft, either for ap- 
probation or moneys nor hath any body been 
jpr^ed to take tickets for my befnefit : Notwith- 
fianding which, I think I ihali make an addition 
to my fortune of between fix and feven hundred 
pounds. I know this account will give you plea- 
lure, as I have puflied through this precarious af- 
fair without fervility or flattery, 

As to any favours from great men, I am in the 
fame ftate you left me ; but I am a great deal 
happier, as I have no expeftations. The Dutch- 
efs of Queenlberry hath fignalized her friendihip 
to me upon this occafion, in fuch a confpicuous 
manner, that 1 "hope (for her fake) you will take 
care to put your fork to all its proper ufes, and 
fuffer nobody for the future to* put their knive« 
in their mouths f. Lord Cobham Cays, I Ihould 
have printed it in Italian over-againll the Eng- 

VoL. XVI. K liih, 

• ' Benjamin, the bookfeller/ 

t Sec the letter of November 9. 1729. 
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littif that the ladies might have underilood what 
they read. The outlandifh (as they now call it) 
opera hath. been fo thin of late, that fome have 
called that the Beggar's Opera j and if the run 
continues, I fear I fhall have remonftrances 
drawn up againft me by the Royal Academy of 
Mufic. As none of us have heard from you of 
late, every one of |is are in concern about your 
health : I beg we may hear from you foon. By 
•my conilant attendance on this affair, I have al> 
moft worried myfelf into an ill ftate of health ; 
but I intend in five or fix days to go to our coun- 
try-feat ■ at Twickenham, for a little air. Mr 
Pope is very feldom in town. Mrs Howard fre- 
quently afks after you, and defires her compli- 
ihents to you. Mr George Arbuthnott, the Doc- 
tor's brother, is married to Mrs Peggy Robinfon. 
I would write more, but as to-night is for my 
benefit, I am in a hurry to go out about bufinefs. 
I am, dear Sir, your moft afFeflionate and obedi- 
ent fervant, 

J. G A y: 

LETTER CCCCXVIIL 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

• DEAR SIR, March 20. 1727-Si 

I AM extremely forry that your diforder is re- 
turned ; but as you have a medicine which 
hath twice removed it, I hope by this time you 

have 
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have again found the good effe£ls of it. I have 
feen Dr Delany at my lodgings ; but as I have 
been for a few days with Mr Pulteney at Caihio- 
berry, I have not yet returned his vifit. I went 
with him to wait upon Lord Bathurft and Lord 
Bolingbroke ; both of whom defire me to make 
you their compliments. Lady Bolingbroke was 
very much out of order, and with my Lord is 
now at Dawley : She expefts a letter from you, 
Mrs Howard would gladly have the receipt you 
have found fa much benefit by : She is happier 
than I have feen her ever Gnce you have left us^' 
for (he is free as to her conjugal affairs, by articles 
of agreement. The Beggar's Opera hath been 
a£^ed now thirty-fix times, and was as full the 
laii night as the firfl: ; and, as yet, there is not 
the leaft probability of a thin audience ^ though 
there is a difcourfe about the town, that the 
Do£tors of the Royal Academy of Mufic defign 
to folicit againft its being played on the out- 
landifh opera-days, as it is now called* On the 
benefit-day of one of the aftreffes laft week, 
one of the players falling fick, they were obliged 
to give out another play, or difmifs the audience. 
A play was given out, but the audience called 
out for the Beggar's Opera ; and they were for- 
ced to play it, or the audience would not have 
ftaid. 

I have got by all this fuccefs between feven 
and eight hundred pounds ; and Rich, deduc- 
ing the whole charge.of the houfe, hath cleared 
already near four thoufand pounds. In about a 
K 2 / month 
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month I am going to BatH with the Dutchcfi of 
Martt)orougfay and Mr Coogreye ; for I have ne 
expeftatiwif of receiving any favooF* from the 
court. Tb« Dutchcfa of Quecniberrjr is in WiH- 
ibire, where fhe bath had the fmall-pox, ^in fb 
feivourable a way, that fhe had not aboipe feven 
or eight OH' her face; (he is now perfeftly pc- 
corered. There is a me^zotinto print publifbed: 
to-day of Polfy, the heroine of the Beggar's O- 
pera * ; who was before unknown, and is now 
in fo high vogue, that I am in doubt whether 
her fame does not furpafs that of the opera it- 
teH. I would not have talked fo much on thia 
Aibjeft, or upon any thing that regards myfelf, 
h^ to you : As 1 know you intcrcft yourfclf fo 
fincerefy in everything that eoncerns me, I be- 
lieve you would have blamed me, if I had fold 
lefs. 

I fawDr Arbuthnottlaft night with Mr Lewis*, 
at Sir WiHiam Wyndham's,. who, if he had nciC 
the gout, would have anfwcred your letter you 
fcnt him a year and a half ago. He faid this tOt 
me a week fince ; but he is now pretty well again, 
and fo may forget to write ; for which reafon, I 
ought to do him juftice, and tell you, that I 
think him a finccre wellwifher of your's. I 
have not feen Mr Pope lately, but have heard 
that both he and Mrs Pope f are very well. I 
intend to fee him at Twickenham on Sunday 
uext. I have not drank out the Gutheridge cyder 

yet J 

• Mifs Fcnton. 

t Mr Pope's mother. 
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yet ; but I have not fo much as a Cngle pint of 
/ port in my cellar. I have bought two pair of 
f fliects againft your coming to town, ft) that wc 
Hccd not fend any more to Jervais upon that ac- 
count. I really mifs you every day ; and I would 
be content that you (hould have a whole win- 
dow to yourfelf, and half another, to have you 
again. I am, dear Sir, your's mod afFeftionately. 
You have half a year's intereft due at Lady- 
day, and now it is March the 20th 1727-8. 
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March 23. 1727-8. 

I Send you a very odd thin^, a paper printed 
in Bofton in New-England, wherein you'll 
find a real perfon, a member of their parliament, 
of the name of Jonathan GuHiver. If the fame 
of that traveller has travelled thither, it has tra- 
velled very quick to have folks chriftened al- 
ready by the name of the fuppofcd author. But 
if you obje6i, that no child fo lately chriftened 
could be arrived at years of maturity to be ele£l- 
ed into parliament ; I reply, (to refolve the rid- 
dle), that the perfon is an Anabaptift, and not 
chriftened till of full age ; which fets all right. 
However it be, the accident is very fingular, that 
thefe two names fliould be united. 

^Ir Gay's opera has been ailed near forty days 

running, and will certainly continue the whole 

feafon. So he has more than a fence about his 

K 3 thoufaud 
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thottfand pounds * : hell foon be thinkwg o£ n 
fence about bis two thoufand. Shall no one of 
II& live as we would wiih each other to live i 
Shall he have no annuity, you np fettlement oa 
this fide^ and I no profpe£l of getting to yon on 
the other ? This world is m^ide for Ca^far,-^aa 
Cato faid, for ambitious> falfe, or flattering peo<« 
pic to domineer in. Nay> they would not, hf 
their good will,, leave us our very books, thoughts, 
or words, in quiet. I defpife the world yet, ( 
affure you, more than either Gay or you, and 
the court more than all the reft of the world. 
As for thofe icribblers for whom you apprehend 
I would fupprefs my Dulnefs), which, by the 
way, for the future, you arc to call by a more 
pompous name, ^< The Dunciad"), how much 
that neft of hornets are my regard, wiU eafily ap- 
pear to you, when you read the treatife of the 
Bathos. 

At all adventures, your's and my name fhaU 

ftand linked as friends to pofterity, both in verfe 

and prole, and, as Tully calls it, in con/uetudine 

^udiorunu Would to God our perfons could but 

as well and' as furely be infeparable 1 I find my^ 

other 

* Before "ify Gay had fenced this thoufand pounds, h^ 
had a confuitation \9\t\x his friends about the difpofal of 
St. IVXr L. advifed hxm to entruft it to the funds; and 
lire upon the intcreft; Dr Arb«thnott, to entrwft it to 
Providence, and live upon the principal; and Mr Pope 
was for pnrchafing an annuity for life. In this uncertain- 
ty, he could only fay with the old man in Terence, Feci" 

Imertior fum mult 9, quam Sudum. Warht 
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otiicr ties droppiag from me : Some worn 08^ 
feme tpm off, others relaxing daily : my grcateft, 
both by duty, gratitude, and humanity, time ia 
I fliaking erery moment, and it now hangs but by 
a thread ! I am manjr years the odder for living 
i to much with one fooldv much the more help- 
I lefe, for having been fo long helped and tended 
r by he? ; much the more confiderate and tender, 
for a daily commerce with one who required mc; 
juftly to be both to her» and confequently the 
more melancholy and thoughtful, and the lefs fit; 
for others, who want only, in a companion or a 
friend, to be amufed or entertained. My con- 
ftitution too h^as had its (bare of decay> as well as 
my fpirits ; and I am as much in the decline at 
forty as you at fixty. I believe we ihould be fit 
■ to live together, could I get a little more healthy 
which might make me not quite infupportable« 
Tour deafnefs would agree with my dulnefs ^ 
you would not want me to fpeak when you could 
not hear. But God forbid you Qiould be as de« 
ftitute of the focial comforts of life, as I muft 
when I lofe my mother ; or that ever you fliould 
lofeyour more ufeful acquaintance fo utterly, as to 
turn your thoughts to fuch a broken reed as I am, 
who could foill fupply your wants. I am extreme- 
ly troubled at the returns of your deafnefs 5 you 
cannot be too particular in the accounts of your 
health to me ; every thing you do or fay in this 
kind, obliges me, nay delights me, to fee the ju- 
ftice you do me in thinking me concerned ii; all 
your concerns; fo that though the pleafanteft 

thing 
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thing you can tell me be that you are better or 
eafier, next to that, it pleafes me that you make 
me the perfon you would complain to. 

As the obtaining the love of valuable men is 
the happieft end I know of this life, fo the next 
felicity is, to get rid of fools and fcoundrels; 
which I can't but own to you was one part of 
my dedgn in falling upon thefe authors, whofe 
itJicapacity is not greater than their iniincerity i 
and of whom I have always found, (if I may. 
quote myfclf ), 

That each bad author is as bad a friend. 

This poem will rid me of thofe infe£ls* 

CeditCy Romani fcriptoreSy cediiey Grail : 
Nefcio quid maju! najcitur Iliade ; 

I mean than my Iliad; and I call it Nefcio quid, 
which is a degree of modefty 5 but however, if 
it filence thefe fellows *, it muft be fomething 
greater than any Iliad in Chriftendom. Adieu. 



•LETTER CCCCXX. 

MRS MARTHA BLOUNT TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, May 7. 1728. 

1AM very much pleafed with your letter, but 
I fhouldl have thought myfelf much more 
obliged had you been lefs fincere, and not told 

me 
• Jt did in a little time effedbnallj filence them. fFarh^ 
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ae I did sal: owe the fzwwn entirely to^fonr iiK* 
dinationsy but to an information th^t I bad &. 
mmi, to hear firom yctii : and I miilruft you think 
even that as much as I deferve. 1£ fo^ you re- 
alty are not drferving of my repeated inquiries^ 
after you, and my conftant good wi&es and 
oenccni lor your welfare; which merits fomo 
nemembrancc without the help of another. I 
can't fiiy I have a great inclinatioa to write to^ 
yoU} for I have no great vanity that way, at hzh 
not enough to fupport me above the fear of wri- 
tlag iU: But I would fiain have you kii^w boMP 
truly well I wiih you. 

I -am forry to hear no good account of youip 
heahh : Mine has been, fince Ch rift mas (af 
which time I had my fever and rafli) neither 
well nor ill enough to be taken notice of j biie 
witbin thefe three weeks 1 have been fick in 
forms, and kept my bed for a week, and my 
chamber to this day. 

This confinement, together with the moum^ 
ing, has enabled me to be very eafy in my chain* 
hire : for a dyed black gown, and a fcoured white 
one, have done my bufinefs very well ; and they 
are now juft fit for Peterfliam, where we talk of 
going in three weeks; and I am not without 
hopes I fhall have the fame fquire * t had laft 
year. I am very unwilling to change ; and more- 
over, I begin to fear I have no great profpedl of 
getting any new danglers ; and therefore, in or- 
der to make a tolerable figure, I (hall endeavour 

to 
• ©c Swift. 
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to behave myfelf mighty well, that I may keep 
my old ones. 

As a proof that I eontinue to be well received 
at court, I will tell you where the royal family 
defign to pafs this fummer: Two months at 
Richmond-Lodge, the fame time at Hampton^ 
Court, and fijc weeks at Windfor* Mrs Howard 
is well, and happier than ever you faw her ; for 
her whole affair with her^ bufband is ended to 
her fatisfa£lion. 

Dr Arbuthnott I am very angry with : He nc<- 
gle£ts me for tholTe he thinks finer ladies. Mr 
Gay's fame continues, but his riches are in a fair 
way of diminifliing : hejs gone to the bath : I wifh 
you were ordered there, for I believe that would' 
carry Mr Pope, who is always inclined to da 
more for his friends than himfelf. He is much- 
out of order, and is told nothing is fo likely ta 
do him good. 

My illnefs has prevented my writing to you 
Cooner. If I was, a favourite at court, I would 
foon convince you that I am very fincerely your 
faithful friend, and very bumble fervant^ 

M. B. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXXI. 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

Dub/in, 'May 10. 1728. 

I Have with great pleafure fhewn the New- 
England news-paper, with the two names 
Jonathan Gulliver ; and I remember Mr Fortef- 
cue fent you an account from the aflizes, of one 
Lemuel Gulliver, who had a caufe there, and 
loft it on his ill reputation of being a liar. Thefe 
are not the only obfervations I have made upon 
odd ftrange accidents in trifles* which, in things 
of great importance, would have been matter for 
hiftorians. Mr Gay's opera hath been a£ted 
here twenty times ; and my Lord Lieutenant * 
. tells me it is very well performed j he hath feen 
it often, and approves it much. 

You give a moil melancholy account of your- 
felf, and which I do not approve. I reckon, that 
a man fubje£l like us to bodily infirmities, (hould 
only occafionally converfe with great people, not- 
withftanding all their good qualities, eaiinefles, 
and kindneflTes. There is another race which I 
prefer before them, as beef and mutton for con« 
ftant diet before partridges 5 1 mean a middle kind, 
both for underilanding and fortune; who are 
perfcfUy eafy, never impertinent, complying in 
every thing, ready to do an hundredlittle oflSces 
tlmt you and I may often want, who dine and fit 
with me five times for once that I go to them,' 

and 
* ]^cd Carteret. 



«»> D E ^A N SWIFT'« 

and whom I tell without offence, that I am o 
therwife rtig«g€d at prefcnt. This you cannot 
-cxpcflT from any of thofe that either you, or I, oi 
both} are acquainted with on your fide; who arc 
«nly fit for our healthy feafons, and have muct 
1>ufinefs of their own, God forbid. I iliould con- 
tlemn you to Ireland, fquanquam O ! ) and foi 
England 1 defpair; and indeed a change of affairs 
would come too late at my feafon of life, and 
might probably produce nothing on my behalf. 
You have kept Mrs Pope longer, and have had 
her car€ beyond what from nature you could ex- 
pcft ; not bu^ her lofs will be very fenfible, 
whenever it fliall happen. I fay one thing, that 
both fummers and winters are milder her<2 than 
with you*, all things for life in general better for 
a middling fortune : you will have an abfolutc 
command of your company, with whatever ob- 
fequioufnefs or freedom you may expeO: ot al- 
low. I have an elderly houfckeeper *, who hath 
beenmyW— Ip — le above thirty years, whenever 
I lived in this kingdom. I have the command of 
one or two villa*s near this town; you have a 
warm apartment in this houfe, and two gardens 
for amufement. I have faid enough, yet not 
half. Except abfencc from friends, I confefs 
freely that I have no difcontent at living here { 
befides what arifes from a filly fpirit of liberty, 
which as it neither fours my drink, nor hurts my 
meat, nor fpoils my ftomach farther than in idaa- 
gination, fo I rcfolve to throw it off. 

You 
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6 You talk of tbU Dunciad ; but I am impatient 
ni I to have it volare per ora ; —there is now a vacancy 
for fame. The Beggar's Opera hath 4one it& 
talk 9 difcedat^ uti comjiva fatur. Adie;^. 



ai 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LOUD CARTERET, 
LORD ^.lEUTENANT OF IRELAND*. 

MT LORD, About May ie« 172S. 

IToLD your Excellency that you were to run 
on my errands. My Lord Burlington hath 
a very fine monument of his anceftor the Earl of 
Cork, in my cathedral, which your Excellency 
hath feen. I and the Chapter have written to 
him in a body to have it repaired, and I in per- 
fon have defiredhe would do it. And I defired 
like wife, that he would fettle a parcel of land, 
worth five pounds a-year, (not an annuity) to 
keep it always in repair. He faid he would do 
any thing to oblige me ; but was afraid that, in 
future times, the five pounds a-year would be 
niifapplied, and fecured by the Dean and Chapter 
to their own ufe. I anfwered. That a dean and 
twenty-four members of fo great a Chapter, who, 
in livings, eftates, ^c. had about 4000I. a-year 
amongft them, would hardly divide four Shillings 
among them to cheat his pofterity; and that 
Vol. XVL L wc 

• This letter i« not dated, bat indorfed " To Lor^ 
^ Lieutenant Carteret before his gocn)^ ofi^ 
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we could have no view but to confult the honour 
of his family. I therefore command your Excel- 
lency to lay this before him, and the affront he 
hath put upon us, in not anfwcring a letter writ-* 
ten to him by the Dean and Chapter in a body. 
The great Duke of Schomberg is buried under 
the altar in my cathedral. My Lady Holdernefs 
is my old acquaintance, and I writ to her about 
a fmall fum, to make a monument for Ijer grand- 
father. I writ to her myfeif ; and alfo there 
was a letter from the Dean .and Chapter, to de- 
Cre (he would order a monument to be raifed for 
him in my cathedral. It feems Mildmay, now 
Lord F***, her hufband, is a covetous fellow; 
or whatever is the matter, we have had no an- 
fwer. , I defire you will tell Lord F***, that if 
he will not fend fifty pounds to make a monu- 
ment for the old Duke^ I and the Chapter will e- 
re<3: a fmall one of ourfelves for ten pounds ; 
wherein it ftiall be exprefled, That the pofterity 
of the Duke, naming particularly Lady Holder- 
nefs and Mr Mildmay, not having the generofity 
to eredl a monument, we have done it of our- 
felves. And if, for an excufe, they pretend they 
will fend for his body, let them know it is mine; 
and rather than fend it, I will take up the bones, 
and make of it a (keleton, and put it in my rc- 
gifter-ofhce, to be a memorial of their bafenefs 
to all pofterity. This- 1 expeft your Excellency 
will tell Mr Mildmay, or as you now call him, 
Lord F***. And I exped likcwife, that he will 
let Sir Conyers Darcy know how ill I take his 

lieglcft 
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ncgle£l in this matter ; although, to do him jur 
fticc, he averred, that Mildmay was fo avaricipus 
a wretch,- that he would let his own father be 
buried without a coffin, to fave charges. 

I expeO: likewife, that if you are acquainted 
with your fucceflbr, you will let him know how 
impartial I was in giving you charafters of cler- 
gymen, without regard to party, and what 
weight you laid on them ; and that, having but 
one clergyman who had any relation to me, I let 
him pafs unpreferred : And laftly, that you will 
let your faid fuccefTor know, that you lament 
the having done nothing for Mr Robert Gratton \ 
and give him fuch a recommendation, that he 
may have fomcthing to mend his fortune. 

Thefe are the matters I leave in charge to your 
Excellency : And I defire that I, who have done 
with courts, may not be ufed like a courtier ; 
for as I was a courtier when you were a fchool- 
boy, I know all your arts. And fo God blefs 
you, and all your family, my old friends: And 
remember, I expeft you fhall not dare to be a 
courtier to me. I am, to'r. 



LETTER CCCCXXIII. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Batb, May 16. 172^^ 

I Have been at the Bath about ten days, and 
I have played at no game but once, and that 
»t backgammon, with Mr Lewis, who is very 
L z much 
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much your humble fervant. Lotd and Lady Sd 
lingbroke are here ; I think flie is better: The 
ftay, as I guefs, about a fortnight longer. The^ 
both defifed me to make their compiittiehtis, a 
doiES Mr Cortgreve *, who is in a very ill (late o 
health, but fottiewhat better fince hfe came here 
I do not know how long I fliall ftay here, fee- 
cauie I am now, as I have been all my life, at th< 
difpofal of others. I drink the waters, atid aif 
in hopes to lay in a ftock of health j feme a 
Svhich I wifli to communicate to you. Ht Dit- 
iarty told me you had been upon a journey, anc 
t realljr fancy> taking horfe is as good as tikiftj 
the ^Jvatefs t I hope you have found benefit by it 
The Beggar's Opera is aflted here ; but out Pot 
ly hath got no fame, though the adiors have go 
money. ' I have fent by Dr Delany the opera 
Polly Peach um, ahd Captain Macheath. I woulc 
have fent you nfiy own head (\^hich is now 6il. 
graving) to make up 'the gang, but it is riot ye 
BniOied. I fuppofe you muft have heard, that : 
had the honour to havie a fermon preached againf 
my works by a court-chaplainf, which I look up. 
on as no fmall addition to my fame. Dire£l t( 
me heW when you write j and the fooncr thai 
is, the fooner you'll make me happy. 

LETTEI 

'* * He died the I9t}i of January 1728-9 * 
t 'JJr Thomas Herring, then preacher to the Societ 
of Lift coin's- Inn, and afterwards Archbtihop of Cantet 
hnry. l^r Stvift, in the Intelligencer, No. 3. pobliflied li 
Ireland, fpeiiks witli great ftfperity of Dr l^errin^ oH ac 
cosut of his fcrinon againii the Beggar's Opera.'* 
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LETTER CCCCXXIV. 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

Jum \. 172?;. 

I Look upon my Lord Bolingbroke and us 
two, as a peculiar triumvirate, who have no- 
thing to expe£t or to fear ; and- fo far fitted to 
converfe with one another : only he and I are a 
little fubje£l to fchemes, and one of us (I won't 
fay which) upon very weak appearances, and thi^ 
)OU have nothing to do with. I do profefs with- 
out aflPeftation, that your kind opinion of me as 
a patriot, (fince you call it fo), is what I do not 
deferve; becaufe what I do is owing to pcrfeft- 
rage and rcfentment, and the mortifying fight of 
flavery, folly, and bafenefs about me, among 
which J am forced to live. And I will take my 
oath, that you have more virtue in an hour, thaa 
I in fevcn years : For you defpife the follies, and 
hate the vices of mankind, without the lead ill 
efFe£k on your temper j. and with regard to par* 
ticular men, you are inclined always rather to 
think the better, whereas with me it is always 
direflly contrary. 

1 hope, however, this is not in you from a^fu- 
perior principle of virtue, but from your fitua- 
tion, which hath made all parties and interefts 
indifferent to you, who can be under no concern 
about high and low church, Whig and Tory, or 
wha is firft miiiiftet. — Your long letter was the 
L 3 lalt 
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laft I receiyed, till this by Dr Dclany, although 
you mention another fincc. The Do£tor told 
me your fecret about the Dunciad, which does 
not pleafc me, becaufe it defers gratifying my va- 
nity in the moft tender point, and perhaps may 
trholly difappoint it. As to one of your inqui- 
ries, I alrti )&afy enough in great matters, but 
have a thoufand paltry vexations in my littlb fta- 
tioh ) and the more contemptible, the more ver- 
btibus. Thete might be a Lutrin writ upon the 
Irickfi ufed by my Chapter to teafe nve. 1 do 
not Gonvcrfe with one creature of ftation or title> 
but I buve a fet of eafy people whom I entertain 
lirhen I have a mind: I have formerly deferibcd 
Ihem to you, but when you come, you fhall 
liave the honours of the country as much as yoti 
jpleafe : And I ihall^ on that account^ make a 
better figure as long as I live. Pray God pre- 
Terve Mrs Pope for your fake ahd eafe j I love 
and efteem her too rtitich to wifli it for her owli:; 
t£ I were five and twenty, I would wifli to be erf 
fcer age, tb be as ftcurc as (he is of a better life- 
Mrs P. B. has writ to me, and is one of the bcft 
letter-writers I know ; very good fenfe, civility, 
ftnd frieftdfbip, without any ftifFnefs or conftraint- 
The Dunciad has taken wind here, but if it had 
not', you are as much known here as in England, 
arid the univerfity-lads will crowd to kifs the 
hem of your garment. I am grieved to hear 
that my Lord Bolingbroke^^s ill health forced him 
to the Bath. Tell me, is not temperance a ne* 
ceflary virtue for great men, fmce it is the parent 

of 
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of Eafi; and Libertft fo ncceflarf for the ufe and 
improvement of the mind» and which philofophy 
allows to be the greateft felicities of life ? I be- 
lieve, had health been given fo liberally to you, 
itwouM have been better h ufbanded, without 
ihame to your parts. 
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DaiffUy^ June 28. 1728* 

I NOW hold the pen for my Lord Bolingbroke, 
who is reading your -letter between twa 
faay-c€K:k8; but his attention is fbmewhat divert- 
ed, by calling his eyes on the clouds, not in ad- 
miration of what you fay, but for fear of a 
ihower. He is pleafed with yoi^r placing him lu 
the triumvirate between yourfelf and me ; though 
he fays, that he doubts he (hall fair like Lcpidus^ 
while one of us runs away with all the power like 
Auguftus, and another wirh all the pleafure like 
Anthony. It is upon a fbrefight of this that he 
das fitted up his farm ; and you will agree, that 
this fcheme of retreat at leaft is not founded up- 
on weak appearances. Upon his return from 
the Bath, all peccant humours, he finds, are pur- 
ged out of him V and his great temperance and 
ceconomy are fo figrtal, that the firft is fit for my 
iconftitution, and the latter would enable you to ^ 
lay up fo much money as to buy a bifhoprick in 
England. As to the return of his health and vi- , 
gour, were you here, you might inquire of his 

hay- 
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hay-makers ; but as to his temperance, t can at^' 
fwer, that (for one whole day) we have had nof 
^hing for dinner but .mutton-broth,, beans, and 
bacon, and a barn-door fowl. 

Now his Lordlhip is run after his cart, I have 
a moment left to myfelf to tell you, that I ovck- 
heard him yefterday agree with a painter for 
200 1. to paint his country-hall with trophies of 
rakes, fpades, prongs, €5*f. and other ornaments, 
merely to countenance his calling this place a 
farm. — Now turn over a new leaf. — 

He bids me affure you, he (hould befdrrynot 
to have more fchemes of kindncfs for his friends, 
than of ambition for himfelf. There, though his 
fchemes may be weak, the motives at leaft arc 
ftrong. And he fays further, if you could bear 
as great a fall and decreafe of your revenues, as 
he knows by experience he can,^ you would not 
live in Ireland an hour. 

The Dunciad is going to be printed in all pomp^ 
with the infcription,. which makes me- proudeiL 
It will be attended with Proem, Prolegomena, 
Teftimonia Scriptorum, Index Authoruni, and 
Notae Variorum. As to the latter, I defire you 
to read over the text, and make a few in any way 
you like bed *, whether dry raillery, upon the 
flyle and way of commenting of trivial critics; 
or humourous, upon the authors in the poem i 
or hiftorical, of perfons, places, times ; or explai- 
" natory ; or-colle£Ung the parallel paffagcs of the 
ancients. Adieu. I am pretty well, my mother' 

not 
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tot ill ; Dr Arbuthnott yexed with his fever bf 
bt^rrals } I am afraid he declinet^ and we fhalt 
lofe a worthy man : I am troubled about bim tery 
much. I atn, isfc. 



LETTER CCCCXXVL 

Ut, GAY TO DH SWIFT. 

»BA& S1R» Saih, July 6. 172s. 

•r|"^ H£ laft news I have heard of you^ was frotfi 
X Mr Lancelot, who was at this place with 
liord Sufiexi who gave me hopes of feeing you 
the latter end of this fummbr. I wifli you may 
keep that r'efolution, and take the Bath in your 
way to town. You, in all probability^ will find 
here fome, or moil of thofe you like to fee. Dr 
Arbuthnott wrote tb me to-day from Tunbridge^ 
where he is now for the recovery of his health, 
having had feveral relapfes of a fever : He tells 
me he is much better, and that in Auguft he in- 
tends to come hither. Mr Congreve and I often 
talk of you, and wifh you health and every good 
thing ; but often, out of felf-intereft, we wifh you 
with us. In five or fix days, I fet out upon an ex- 
curfion to Hereford (hire, to Lady Scudamore's, 
but (hall return here the beginning of Auguft* 
i wifli you could meet me at Gutberidge. The 
Bath did not agree with Lady Bolihgbroke. 
Since flie went to Dawley, by her own inclina* 

tion^ 
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tion, without the advice of phyficians, flie hatk 
.taken to a milk-diet> and writes me an account 
of prodigious good efFefts in the recovery of her 
appetite and fpirits. The weather is extremely 
hot, the place is very empty. I have an inclina- 
tion to ftudy, but the heat makes it impofEble. 
The D— — of— ^ *, I hear, hath run away with 
Polly Peachum, having fettled 400 1. a-ycar up* 
on her during pleafure -, and, upon difagreement9 
aoo 1. a-year. Mr Pope is in a ftate of pcrfecu- 
tion for the Dunciad ^. I wiih to be witnefs of his 
-fortitude, but he writes but feldom. It would 
be a confolation to me to hear from him. My 
portrait m^ zzQtinto is publifhed from Mr How-: 
ard's painting ; I wi(h to fend you one, but I 
fancy I could get a better impreflioo at London. 
J have ten thoufand things to talk of to you, but 
few to write : yet defer writing to you no long- 
er, knowing you intereft yourfelf in every thing 
that concerns me fo much, that I make you hap« 
py, as you will me, if you tan tell me- you are m 
good health, which I wifli to hear every morn- 
ing ^s foon as I awake. I am, dear Sir, your's 
molt affectionately. 



LETTER 

*The Dnkeof Soltoni \?1}0 afterwards married Mil« 

Feoton. 
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LETTER CCCCXXVII. 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

July 16. 1728. 

I Have often run over the Dunciadin anlrifb* 
edition, (I fuppofe full of faults), which a 
a gentleman fent me. The notes I could wilb 
to be very large, in what relates to the perfons 
concerned } for I have long obferved, that twenty 
miles from London nobody underilands hints, 
initial letters, or town-fads and paflages ; and in 
a few years not even thofe who live in London. 
I would have the names of thofe fcribblers printed 
indexicaliy at the beginning or end of the poem, 
with an account of their works, for the reader to 
refer to. I would have all the parodies (as they 
are called) referred to the author they imitate. 
—When I began this long paper, I thought I 
(hould have filled it with fetting down the feve* 
nd parages I had marked in the edition I had ; 
but I find it unneceffary, fo many of them falling 
under'the fame rule. After twenty times read- 
ing the whole, I never, in my opinion, faw fo 
much good fatire, or more good fenfe, in fo many 
lines. How it pafles in Dublin, I know not yet; 
but I am fure it will be a great difadvantage to^ 
the poem, that the perfons and fafts will not be 
underilood, till an explanation comes out, and f 
very full one. I imagine it is not to be publi^ed- 
till towards winter) when folks begin to gather in 

town. 
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town« Again I infift, you muft have your afte- 
rifks filted up with fome real napie^ of real 
dunces. 

I am now reading your preceding letter of 
June 28. and find that all I have advifed above is 
mentioned there. I would be glad to know whe- 
ther the qusuto edition is to cpme out anpny- 
iDQufly, a? publiflied by the cogament^tor, with 
all bis pomp of pr^f^^^j ^c. ^nd ampi^j; ni^y 
complaints of fpUrious Mupm- I ?i|n |hinking 
whether the editor {hould not follow the old ftyle 
of this ei^ccUcnt wthor, ifc. ^nd r^fin? inmsmy. 
places wh^n you meant na refinement i 9;id into 
the bargain, take all the load of naming the dun* 
ces, their qualities, hidories, and performances. 

As to yourfelf, I doubt you want a fpurrer on 
to exercife and toamufements ; but to talk of de- 
cay at your feafon of life, is a jeft. But you are 
not fo regular as L You are the mod temperate 
man God-ward, and the moil intemperate, your- 
felf-ward, of moil I have known. I fuppofe Mr 
Gay will return from the Bath with twenty 
pounds more flefh, and two hundred leis iR mcH 
ney. Providence never defigned him to be above 
two and twenty, by his thoughtlefTnefs and cuU 
libility. He hath as little forefight of age, fick- 
nefs, poverty, or lofs of admirers, as a girl at fif- 
teen. By the way, I muft obferve, that my Lord 
Bolingbroke (from the eftefts of his kindnels to 
me) argues mod fophiilically : The fall from a 
million to an hundred thoufand pounds is not fo 
greiit, as from eight, hundred pounds a year to 

one 5 






( 
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one : befides, he is a controller of forttme, and 
poverty dares not look a great miniftrr in the 
face under his lowed declenfion. I never kneiT* 
him live fo great and expeiifively as he hath done 
fince his return from exile \ fuch mortals have 
refburces that others are not able to comprehend. . 
But God blefs you, whofe great genius has not 
fo tranfported you as to leave you to the courtcfy 
of mankind % for wealth' is liberty, and liberty is 
a bleiEng fitteft for a^ philofopher,— and Gay is 
a fiave juft by two thoufand pounds too little. 
——And Horace was of my mind> and let my 
Lord contradict him, if he dare$.<>^'>— * 



LETTER CCCCXXVIIL 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

Marhet-hill^y Aug. 2. 1728. 

OUR friends here, as well as myfelf, were 
fidly difappointed upon hearing the ac- 
count of your journey. No body in town or 
country, as we were informed, knew where 
you ,were : but I perfuad'ed our family, that 
you were certainly in a way of making yourfelf 
eafy, and had got that living you mentioned ; 
and accordingly we were grieved and rejoiced at 
the lofs and fettlement of a friend 5 but it never 
entered into our heads, that you were bcftow- 
ing forty days in fcveral ftages between conftable 
Vol. XVL M and 

• TUe fc«t of Sir Arthur Achcibn. 
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and conftablc, without any real benefit to^our- 
felf, further than of exercifc j and we wilhed, 
that no body (hould have had the benefit of your 
long abfence from your fchool but yourfelf^ 
by a good living^ or we by your good company; 

much lefs that the pleafure of fpiting T had 

T>een your great motive. I "heartily wifh you 
were fettled at Hamilton's Bawn ; and I would 
be apt to advife you not to quit your thoughts 
that way, if the matter may be brought to bear; 
for by a letter I juft received from the Bifliop of 
Cork, which was fliort and dry, with the ftale 
cxcufe of pre-engagements, I doubt you can 
hope nothing from him. ■ As to what you call 
my e^ercife, I have long quitted it. It gave me 
too mtich conftraint, and the world does not de- 
ferve it. We may keep it cold, till the middle 
of winter. 

As to my return, there are many fpeculations. 
I am well here, and hate removals. My fcheme 
was, that you (hould come hither, as you fay, 
and I return with you in your chaife. Sir Ar- 
thur, on hearing your letter, prefled me to (lay 
longer. I am a very bufy man, fuch as'at Quil- 
ca, which you will know when you come : Yet 
I would contrive to be prefled more to (lay till 
Chriftmas, and then you may contrive to be 
' here again, and take me back with you time e- 
nough for my own vifitation : And my reafoa 
of (laying is, to be here the planting and pru- 
ning time, 55'r. I hate Dublin, and love the 
retirement here, and the civility of my hods. 

This 
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is is my ftate, and humour upon it, and ac- 
dingly you are to manage my fcheme. How- 
T I would have you keep, your vacation of 
)tember here ; and let Mrs Brent fend me a 
sen guineas (half of them half-guineas) hy 
1, and a periwig, and a new riding-gown and 
Pock) and whatever elfe I may want by a 
ger abfence, provided you will refolve and 
ar that I fhall ftay. 

; bad all Mrs Brent's packets by Mr Little. 
' fervice to Mrs Dingley. I cannot fay that 
ave more to iay, than to fay that I am, isfc. 



LETTER CCCCXXIX. 

©R SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

*'Seft. 18. 1728. 

JjTY continuance here is owing partly to in- 
•f- dolcnce, and partly to my hatred to Du- 
!•' *I am in a middling way, between healthy 
1 fick, hardly ever without a little giddinefs or 
ifnefs, and fometimes both. So much for 
t. As to what you call my leflbn, I told you 
¥Ould think no more of it ; neither do I 
iceive the world deferves fo much trouble 
m you or me. I think the fufFerings of the 
intry, for want of filver, deferve a paper rf, 
M 2 fince 

This ihould be alfo dated from Market-hill. 

In the Intelligencer, the 19th number of whicl^ ia 

Jus fubjecfl. See it in Vol. IV. p. 98* HMV/kef. 
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(inoe the texxitdj is fo eafy, and tbofe K& 
power fo negligent. I bad- Come othex fub- 
je£t$ in my thoughts ; but truly I am taken up 
io much with long lampooi^is on a perfon 5r4k> 
owns you for a back, that I have no time, for 
^ny thing elfe ; and if I do npt produce one e- 
yery now and then, of about two hundred. lines, 
I ^Lxn diid for my idlenefs, and threatened widi 
you. I defire you will (tep to the.dcanry, i|ieak 
to Mrs Brent ^^ bid her open the middle great 
4rawer of Ridgeway*8 fcrutoire in my dofittf 
and then do you t^ke out from thence, the hip 
ftory f in folio, marble cover ; and twp thin 
follows fairly writ. I forget the titles, but you 
have /-ead ^em. One is an account of the pro- 
ceedings of Lord Oxford's miniftry, and the o- 
ther X te the fame purpofe. There are foul co- 
pies of both in the fame drawer ; but do you 
take out the fair ones, not in my hand. I^t 
them be packed i^p, and brought hither t>y the 
bearer. Mf l<a4y is perpetually quvrr^Iting witb 
^ An^bur ^4 nie, and {hews every creatim 
the tibel^ I have writ ^gainft her $• 

Mr TBTorfal fent me the particulai^ of tbe hiu 
TQck wa^e jio Nab^tb'a vineyard ||.— The it^ 

4^urft, fcff. 

X 

• The Dean's lio«fc-kccp.er. 

i Hiftory of the peace of Utrecht. 

I TH^e fate of aCairi io 1 7* 4- See »« »n Vol. VI. p. 9»« 

i Src Hamilton's Bawn; or. The Grand Uaeftloa 
4chatcd, in Vol. IX. p. 24- 

I A field not far from the deanry houfc, which Dr 
Bw'A inclofc* at a great •xpeacts with a finf ftune-wall 

line^ 
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I think Lady Dun's burning would be ^n ad- 
mirable fubjed, to fhew how hateful an animal 
a human creature is, that is known to have tic- 
▼er done any good : The rabble all rejoicing, 
bV. which they would not have done at any 
r| misfortune to a man known to be charitable. 
I wifti you could get in with the Primate, on 
the account of fome difcourfe about you here 
to-day with Whaley and Walmfley. Whaley 
goes to Dublin on Monday next, in order for 
&igland. I would have you fee him. I fancy 
you may do fome good with the Primate, as to 
thefirft; good vacant fchool, if you wheedle him, 
and talk a little Whiggiflily. 

LETTER CCCCXXX. 

MR POPE TO DR SHERIDAN. 
SIR, 

I Thank you kindly for the news of the Dean 
of St Patrick's, for your Perfius, for every 
thing in your letter. I will ufe my warmed en- 
deavours, to ferve Dr Whaley *. Befides his 
own merit, the demerit of his antagonift goes' 
into the fcale, and the Dean tells me he is co-' 
adjutant of that fool Smedley f . You muft have 
M 3 frcn^ 

lined with brkk; as^inft which he planted vines, and 
the bcft chofen fruit-tiees> for the benefit of the Dean of 
St Patrick's for the time being* 

• An eminent clergyman of the cJioccfe of Armao:h. 
t Dean of Femes. Sec An excellent new ballad^ ^e* 
xsL Vol. IX. p- 33f 
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fiin^ but you cafwat havt read^ what he has latelf 
publiibed againft our friend and me. The ouljr 
pleafurc a bad writer can give me, he has given^ 
t^t of being abufed with my betters and mj 
ffiends. I am much pleafed with moft of tb(» 
Intelligencers * ; but I am a little piqued at the 
author of them, for not once doing me the ho- 
nour of a mention upon fo honourable an occa* 
fion as being fiandered by the dunces^ together 
with ray friend the Dean, who is properly the 
a'lithor of the Dunciad. It had never been writ 
but at his requeft, and for his deafnefs f \ for had 
he been able to conTerfe with me, do you think 
I bad ufed my time fo ill ? I will not trouble 
you with amendments to fo imperfefl: an edition 
as is now publilhqd : you'll foon fee a better^ 
with a full and true commentary, letting all mif- 
takes right* and branding none but our own cat- 
tle. Some very good epigrams on the gentlemen 
of the Dunciad, have been fent me from Oxford, 
a,nd others of the London authors^. If I bad aa 
amanuenfis, (which is a thing neither I nor my 
common trifles are worth), you fliould have them 
with this« If your univerfity or town have pro- 
duced any on this fubje£l, pray fend them me* 
or keep them at leaft together, fox another day 
they may all meet. 

I 

• Though this letter i» n»t datedv it uppears by tli«> 
mention here made ©f the Intelligencers, to be written 
in 1728; and by the Dean's libelling thelady» to be wbilft 
he vas at Sir Arthur's, where he wrote Hamilton's Bawn. 

t Se'e this compliment elegantly returned in a poexa 
addrcffcd to Mr Pope, Vol Vill. p. 248. 
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I have writ to the Dean juft now by Mr £L- 
rington, who charges himfelf with thrs; and 
have inferted a hint or two of his libelling the 
lady of the family; in as innocent a manner as he 
docs it, he will hardly fufpedl I had any infor*. 
mation of it. 

Though I am a very ill correfpondent, I (hall 
at all times be glad to have the favour of a line 
from you. My eye-fight is bad, my head often 
in pain, my time ftrangely taken up. Were I 
I my own mafter, (which I thank God I yet am in 
all points but one, where humanity only con- 
{trains me}, I would infallibly fee Ireland before 
I die. But whether that, or many other of my 
little, though warm defigns, will ever take efie£V» 

Caligifto/a no8e premit Deus t 
I am (where^ever I am) the Dean's, and the 
Dean's friends, and confequently faithfully, 
S 1 R, 

Your affeftionate fervant^ 

A. POPE. 



LETTER CCCCXXXI. 

DR SWIFT TO MR WORRALL* 

Sept. 28. 1728^. 

1H AD all the letters given me by my fervant : 
fo tell Mrs Brent * and Dr Sheridan 5 and 
1 thank you for the great care you had in the 

commiiHons 
' • Hishonfe-kccper. 
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commiflions I troubled you with. We have a 
de(ign upon Sheridan. He fent us in print &. 
ballad upon Ballyfpellin, in which he has em- 
ployed all the rhimes he could find to that word ; 
hut we have found fifteen more, and employed 
them in atbufing his ballad and Ballyfpellin too. 
I here fend you a*copy, and defire you will get it 
printed privately, and publifhed *. I am ever 
your's, (s^f. 



LETTER CCCCXXXII. 

Batif Nov. 12. 1728. 

I Have paffed fix weeks in queft of health, 
and found it not : but I found the folly of 
folicitude about it in a hundred inftances ; the 
contrariety of opinions and praftices, the inabi- 
lity of phyficians, the blind obedience of fome 
patients, and as blind rebellion of others. I be- 
lieve, at a certain time of life, men are either 
fools or phyficians for themfelves, and zealots 
or divines for themfelves. 

It was much in my hopes that you intended 
us a winter's vifit ; but laft week I repented thaf 
wifh, having been alarmed with a Report of your 
lying ill on the road from Ireland ; from which 
I am juft relieved, by an aflurance that you are 

ftill at Sir A 's planting and building ; two 

things that I envy you for, befides a third, which 
is the focicty of a valuable lady. I conclude,, 

(though 
• See the verfcs in Vol. XIV. Swift's works, 8vaeditio2u 
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(though I know nothing of it), that you quarrel 
vith her^ aad abufe her every day, HF (he is fo. 
I wonder I hear of no lampoons upon her, either 
made by yourfclf, or by others, becaufe you e- 
fteem her. I think it a vaft pleafure, that when- 
ever two people of merit regard one another, fo 
many fcoundrels envy and are angry at them : 
It is bearing teftimony to a merit they cannot 
Teach ; and' if you knew rtie infinite content I 
have received of late, at the finding your's and 
my name conftantly united in any filly fcandal^ 
I think you would go near to fing, lo triumphe ! 
and celebrate my happinefs in verfe \ and I be- 
lieve, if you won't, I (hall. The infcription to 
the Dunciad is now printed, and inferted in the 
poem. Do you care. I Ihould fay any thing far- 
ther how much that poem is your's ? fince cer- 
tainly without you it bad never been. Would 
to Gk>d . we were together for the reft of our 
lives ! The whole weight of fcribblers wt)uld 
}«ft ferve to find us amufemcnt, anJ not more. 
I hope you are too well employed to mind them* 
Every ftiek you plant, and every .ftone you lay, 
18 to fome purpofe; but the bufinefs of fuch 
lives as theirs is but to die daily, to labour^ and 
raife nothing. I only wifh we could comfort 
each other under our bodily infirmities \ and let 
thofe who have fo great a mind to have more wit 
than we, win it and wear it. Give us but eafe, 
health, peace, and fair weather; I think it 
is the heft wifli in the world, and you know 
vtiofie it wa^ If I lived iu Ireland, I fear the 

wet 
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wet climate would endanger .more than my lifef 
my humour and healthy I am fo atmofpherical-a I 
creature. ^ 

I muft not omit acquainting you, that what j 
you heard of the words fpoken of you in the : 
drawing-room, was not true. The fayings of 
princes are generally as ill related as the fayings 
.of wits. To fuch reports little of our regard 
ihould be giyen, and lefs of our condu£k influcn* 
ced by them. 



LETTER CCCCXXXIII. 

DR SWIFT TO MR WALLIS. 

SIR, Mariet'hUI*y Nov. i6. 1718. 

I AM extremely obliged to you for your kind 
intention to the purchafe you mention 5 but 
it will not anfwer my defign, becaufe thefe hinds 
are let in Icafes renewable for ever f , and confc- 
quently can never have the rent raifed, which is 
mortal to all eftates left for ever to a public ufc» 
and is contrary to a fundamental maxim of mine; 
apd moft corporations feel the fmart of it. 

I 

• The feat of Sir Arthur Achefon, where the Deanptf< 
fed two fummers* He had a farm near it, \rhich was let 
to him by Sir Arthur, called afterwards Drapier's Hill. 
See fome verfes on that ful>je^. 

t Accordingly, in his will, by which he devifed hit 
fortune to the building and endowing an hofpital for lu- 
natics, he reftrained his executors from pnrchafing any 
lands that were << encumbered with leafes f«r livttS re* 
»♦ aowablc." 
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I have been here feveral 'months to amufe me 
in my difordcrs of,giddinefs * and deafnefs, of 
which I have frequent returns — and I fhall hard- 
ly return to Dublin till Chriftmas. 

I am truly grieved at your great lofs f . Such 
nisfprtunes fcem to break the whole fcheme of 
I man's life ; and although time may Icflen for- 
ow, yet it cannot hinder a man from feeling the 
rant of fo near a companion, nor hardly fupply 
t with another %. I wifli you health and happi- 
sefs, and that the pledge ^ left you may prove a 
omfort. I am, with great fincerity, 

Tour mod obliged and 

moft humble fcrvanty 

' J. SWIFT. 



LETTER 



* This diforder, which, with intermiflions, pnrfnedi 
im till it feemed to complete its conqueft, by rendering 
im the exad^ image of one of his own Stuldbrugs, Lord 
Orrery often heard him afcribe to a furfeit, occafioned 
y eating an immoderate quantity of fruit at Sir Willian 
7cmplc*s i^i r99i. 

t The death of Mrs Wallis. 

t This fentiment, na doubt, came from the writer's 
eart. Stella, the incomparable Stella, was then no 
lore. 

§ It appears by a letter from Swift to Ben. Tooke, hia 
ookfeller, dated Dublin, June 29 17 'O, that Mr Tho- 
na^ Swift (his ** little parfon>coufin,'' as the t>ean ftylet 
\tm) affc<5ted to be thought author of 'the " Tale of « 
rufac." Thii will acconat for Swift'4 diflike of him. 
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LETTER ceeexxxrv- 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Londoni Dee, 2. 1728. 

I Think this is my fourth letter 5 I am furc it, 
is the third, without any anfwcr. If I h'ad 
any aflurancc of your health, I fliould have been 
more eafy._ I (hould have wrote to you upon this^ 
fubjeft above a month ago^ had it not been. for a^ 
report that you were upon your road in your way 
to England, which Ifear now was without foun- 
dation. Lord and Lady Bolingbroke are in town: 
She hath been- lately very ill, but is now fome- 
what better. I have had a very fevere attack of 
a fever, which, by the care of our friend Dr Ar- 
buthnott, hath, I hope, almoft left me. I have 
been confined about ten days, but never to my 
bed ; fo that I hope foon to get abroad about my 
bufinefs, that is, the care of the fecond part of the 
Beggarfs Opera, which was almoft ready for re- 
hearfal j but Rich received the Duke of Graf- 
ton's commands (upon an information that he 
was rehearfing a play not proper to be reprefent- 
cd) not to rehearfe any new play whatever, till 
his Grace hath feen it. What will become of 
it, I know not ; but I am fure I have writ no- 
thing that can be legally fupprcfled, unlefs the 
fetting vices in general in an odious light, and 
virtue in an amiable one, may give offencq. I 
paiTed five or fix months this year at the Bath 

with 
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with the Dutchefs of Marlborough ; and then, 
in the view of taking care of myftlf, writ this 
piece. If it goes on, in cafe of fuccefs, I have 
taken care to make better bargains for myfelf 2 
1 tell you this, becaufe I know you are fo good 
as to intereft yourfelf fo warmly in my affairs, 
that it is what you would want to know. I faw 
Mr Pope on Friday, who, as to his health, is juft 
as you left him. Dr Arbuthnott particularly de- 
fircs his compliments ; and Mrs Howard often 
-afks after you. Prince Frederick is cxpedled o- 
irer this week. I hope to go abroad in two or 
thfee days. I wifti I could meet you, either a- 
broad or at home. 

LETTER CCCCXXXV, 



#####* 



TO DR SWIFt\ 



SIR, Montrofe, Dec. l'],t'j2B* 

SOME people here having flattered me that I 
have a genius for poetry, and my circum* 
{lances a little favouring it, I have refolved to 
turn my thoughts that way : I have already tried 
roy talent on fome little amufements, and have 
had the pleafure in fecret to fee them pretty well 
received ; but few here being much converfant 
in that ftudy, can be proper judges •, and as 1 
would not venture my charadler abroad in the 
wor.ld without the advice of thofe who have fuc- 
ceeded in it, I thought I could not more proper- 
ly apply than to you, who have been pretty hap- 
VoL. XVI. N py 
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py that way. What I mean is, that you would 

be pleafed to fumifh me with a theme to try my 

genius with what rules you may think neceflary. 

I expeft your compliance with this, as it is the 

firft, at lead of this nature, you ever had from 

this place ; and as foon as it is finifhed, you may 

expeft a copy of the performance from. Sir, 

your moil humble fervant, 

# # # # * X 

LETTER CCCCXXXVL 

l-ADY JOHNSON J TO DR SWIFT. 

[March 30. 1729.3 

To the Revd the Dean of St Patrick's. 

HONftS* 

IA M a Huckfter and Lives in Strand-^Strcet, 
& has dealings with feveral familys, a fatur- 
day Night a Cafe of inftruments || was fent me 
in pawn by a Certain perfon in Mary's Street, 
for two Rowls a print of Butter four Herrings 
and three Nagins of ftrong Waters, My fofter 
brother who plys about that End of the town, 
tells me, he wanft faw it in your hand, fearing 

Hawkins's 

t As tills letter feems to have been written by fome ve- 
ry young adventurer in poetry, we chufc to fupprefs the 
name at prefent, efpccially as we cannot tell what an- 
fwer he received, from Dr Swift, or whether afterward* 
he applied himfelf with fuccefs to Apollo and the mufes. 

t Thus indorfed by Dr Swift: " 1 he heft letter I ever 
read.*' 

I It is not unlikely this was a prefent of a cafe of ia- 
ftruracnts from Lady Johafon to ttc Do (51 or. 
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.1 \ 

Hawkinses * whip I ftnd it to you, and will take 
an Other Courfe to get My Money, fo I remaia 
your Hon'" Humble Sarv' to Command, 
ye 30 MARTHA SHARP, 



LETTER CCCCXXXVU. 

TO MR POPE. 

SIR, March 6. 1728-9. 

IF I am not a good correfpondcnt, I have bad 
health ; and that is as good. I pafTed eight 
months m the country, with Sir Arthur and./ 
xny Lady Achefon, and had at leaft half a dozen 
returns of my giddinefs and deafnefs, which 
lafted me about three weeks a-piece ; and, among 
other inconveniencies, hindered me from vi- 
fiting my Chapter, and punifhing enormities^ 
but did not fave me the charges of a vifitation* 
dinner. This diforder neither hinders my fleep- 
ing, nor much my walking, yet is the moft mor- 
tifying malady I can fufier. I have been juft 
a month in town, and have juft got rid of it in 
a fortnight ; and when it is on me, I have 
neither fpirits to write, or read, or think, or 
eat. But I drink as much as I like ; which is a 
refource you cannot fly to when you are ill. And 
I like it as little as you : But I can bear a pint 
better than you can a fpoonful. You were very 
kind in your care for Mr Whalley 5 but I hope 
N a you 

* Hawklot was keeper of Kew|^tc» 
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you remembered, that Daniel is a damnabte 
poet, and confequently a public eneihy to man- 
kind. But I dcff ife the Lords decree, which it 
a jeft upon common fenfe : For what did it 
fignify to the merits of the caufe, whether 
George the Old or the Young were on the 
throne ? 

I intended to pafs laft winter in England, 
but my health faid no; and I did defign 
to live a gentleman, and, as Sancho's wife faid, 
to go in my coach to court, I know not \thc- 
thc(r you are in carncft to come hither in fpring: 
If not, pray God you may never be in jeft. Dr 
]belany fliall attend you at Chefter, and your »* 
partment is ready ; and I have a moft excellent 
thaife, and about fifteen dozen of the beft cy^ 
cler in the world ; and you ihail command the 
town and kingdom, and digito monfirari^ 8rc» 
And when I cannot hear, you fhall have choice 
of the beft people we can afibrd, to bear yott, 
znA nurfes enough ; and your apartment ia oft 
the fimny fide. 

The next paragraph ftrikes me dumb. Yoti 
fay I am to blame, if I refufe the opportunity of 
going with my Lady Bolingbroke to Aix la Cha« 
pelle. I muft tell you, that a foreign language 
is mortal to a deaf man. I muft have good ears 
to catdh up the words of fo nimble a tongucd 
race as the French, having been a dos^en year* 
without cdnvtrfing among them. Mr Gay is a 
fcandal to all lufty young fellows with healthy 
Ifcountcnances v and 1 think he is not intempe- 

MtC 
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fate in a phyfical fenfc. I am told he has an 
afthma, which ia a difcafe I commifcratc more 
than deafnefs, becaufe it will not leave a man 
quiet either fleeping or waking. I hope he does 
not intend to print his Opera * before it is aft- 
ed ; for I defy all your fubfcriptions to amount 
to 800 1. And yet I believe he lott as mucb 
more for want of human prudence^ 

I told you fome time ago^ that I was dwin- 
dled to a writer of libels on the lady of the fa- 
mily where I lived, and upon myfelf ; but they^ 
never went further : And my Lady Achefon* 
made me give her up all the foul copies^ and 
never gave the fair ones out of her hands, or 
fuffered them to be copied. They were fome*r 
times Ihewn to intimate friends, to occafion* 
mirth, and that was all. So that I am vexed 
at your thinking I had any hand in what could 
come to your eyes* I have fome confufed no- 
tion of feeing a paper called Sir Ralph the Pa- 
triot, but am fure it was bad or indifferent ;^. 
and as to the lady at quadrille, I never heard of 
it. Perhaps it may be the fame with a paper of 
verfes, called the Journal of a Dublin Lady, 
which I writ at Sir Arthur Achefon^'s; and, lea- 
ving out what concerned the family, Tfent it to- 
be printed in ^ paper which Dr Sheridan ha<t 
engaged in^ called the Intelligencerj of whicb 
he had made but forry woric, and then dropt it. 
But the verfes were printed by themfelves, and* 
.jaaoft horridfy mangled? in the prefs^ and were* 
N J ' ve^x? 

♦ Ihc fj&cond part of. the Beggar's Q^era*- 
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very mediocre in'themfelyes ; but did well 6- 
noagh in the manner I mentioned, of a family*- 
jeft. I do fincerely affbre you, that my frequent 
old diforder, and the fcene where I am, and 
the humour I am in, and fome other reaforts 
^srhich time hath fhewn, and will Ihew more if 
I live, have lowered my fmall talents .with A 
vengeance, and cooled my difpoiition to put 
.them in ufc. I want only to be rich> /or I am 
hard to be pleafed ; and, for want of riche8> 
people grow every day Icfs folicitous to pleafe 
me. Therefore 1 keep humble company, who 
are happy to come where they can get a bottle 
of wine without paying for it. I give ray vicar 
a fupper, and his wife a {hilling, to play with 
me an hour at back-gammon once a-fortnight.. 
To all people of quality, and efpecially of titles, 
I am not within j or,^ at Jeaft, am deaf a week 
er two after I am welL But on Sunday-even* 
ings, it cods me fix bottles of wine to people 
whom I cannot keep out. Pray come over in- 
April, if it be only to convince you that I tell 
you no lies, and. the journey will be certainly 
for your health. Mrs Brent, my houfe-keepcr, 
famous in print for digging out the great bottle, 
fays flic will be your nurfe v'and the beft phy- 
ficians we J)^^^ A^a^^ attend yon without fees j. 
although, I believe, you will have ho occa6on 
but to converfe with one or two of them to 
jnake themproud. 

Your letter came but lad poft, and you fee my 
f ijQ£luality. I am unluckly at every thing I fend: 

ta 
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to Enghind. Two bottles of ufquebaugh were 

broken. Well, my humble fervice to my Lord 

Bolingbrokej Lord Bathurfl, Lord Maiham and 

his lady, my dear friend, and Mr Pulteney, and 

the Dodor^-and Mr Lewis, and our fickly friend 

Gay, and my Lady Bolingbroke ; and very much 

to Patty *, who I hope will learn to loTe the 

world lefs, before the world leaves off to love 

her. I arn^ much concerned to hear of my Lord 

Petcrborow being ill. I am exceedingly his 

iervant, and pray God recover his health. As for 

your courtier Mrs Howard, and her miftrefs, I 

have nothing to fay, but that they have neither 

memory nor manners, clfe I (hould have fome 

maik of the former from the latter, which I was 

promifed above two years ago : But fince I made 

them a prefent, it would be mean to renlind 

them. I am told poor Mrs Pope is ill : Pray God 

prefcrvc her to you, or raife you up as ufeful a 

friend. 

This letter is an anfwer to Mr Ford, whofe 
hand I miftook for your's, having not heard from 
him this twelvemonth. Therefore you are not 
to ftare ; and it mud not be loft, for it talks to< 
you only. 

Again, forgive my blunders : For, reading the 
letter by candle-light, and not dreaming of a 
letter from Mr Ford, I thought it muft be your*s^ 
becaufe it talks of our friends. 

The. letter talks of Gay and Mr Whrfley, and 
Jjxd Bolingbroke, which made me conclude it 

muBli 

• Party Blount. 
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muft be your's : So all the anfwertng part mxiff 
go for nothing* ^ i 



1 



LETTER CCCCXXXVIII. 

TKANCIS GEOGEGHAN, ESQJ TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, March lo. 1728'. 

YOUR time is precious^ yotir curiofity not 
very fmall,. my efteem of you very great y 
therefore come not within the walls of the four 
courts Ip hopes of hearing a matrimonial decree 
in this reign ; for on Monday, (vie.) that is to fay,, 
the loth 6f this inftant March 1728, his ExccJ^ 
kncy Thomas Windham, Efq ; Lord High- chan- 
cellor of Ireland pronounced, after your back was- 
turned, and not with th^ affiftance of the two- 
chiefs, his decree in the cafe of Stewart v. Stew- 
art, on A. PowelF, to this cffeO: : He faid there 
was a full confent till fuch time as the draught 
of the fettlement was fent down to Mrs Stewart^ 
to be confidered by her and her friends j and af- 
ter ftie had confidered it, (he fhall not be at li- 
berty to make any objeftions v for all reft rid ions 
of marriage are odious in the civil law, and not 
favoured by the common law, efpecially after the 
age of one and twenty; therefore marry they 
may, and let Mr Nutley * be a lawyer for Mrs 
Rebecca Stewart, the plaintifF, to take care of 
the fetdUnent for her advantage, and let Powell 

chufer 
• Mr Nutley hkd been a j.udge in JVaccn Anne's time^. 
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chuTe another lawyer forhimfelf; though, by 
the bye, Mr Nutley would ferve for both ; and it 
is iiot neccflary to inquire what Powell makes by 
fats pradice, although he aflured the mother it 
amounte<^ to one thoufand four hundred pounds 
per annum, 

Ovid, *t2S true, fuccefsfully imparts 

The rules to Ileal deluded virgins hearts ; 

But Oh ! ye fair ones, pious Nutley's (kill 
Itiftru^ts you to elude, by magick bill^ 

The laws of God, and gratify your will. 

You wiH, I hope, fcxcufe this liberty in one, 
irbo, to rcfcnt the indignity oflfcre d to you by 
Ham's cttachman *, made him drunk foon after 
at Goreyr which fo incenfed the aforefaid R^m^ 
that he difcharged him his^ fervice, and he is 
now fo reduced, that he has no other way of 
getting his bread but by crying in this city, « Ha' 
•* you any dirt to carry out ?" I am, Sir, your fin- 
cere friend and humble fervant, 

FRANCIS GEOGEGHAN. 

LETTER CCCCXXXIX. 



FLOWER, ES<^', f TO DR SWIFT. 



SIR, Aphrooiy March 18. 1728-9. 

AS I have been honoured with feme of your 
letters, and as you are my old ^quaint- 
ance, though to my forrow not intimately, fo t 

truft 

• Vid. Intclligenccf, No.* 2. 

t Afterwards I-ord Ca ftiedurrow. 
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DC 

trtift you will pardon this prefumptioh. Per* 
haps you may be at a loXs to guefs what title L 
have to an old acquaintance iK^ith you ; but \ 
feveral little accidents make- indelible inipreflioii 
upon the minds of fchool-boys, near thirty year 
ago, when I was one, I remember I was com-J 
mitted to your care from Sheenc to London: 
We took water at Morelake j the commander of 
the little IkifF was very drunk and infolent, pu| 
us afliore at Hammerfmith, yet infifted, witii 
very abufive language, on his fare, which yo* 
courageoufly refufed ; the mob gathered 5 I ex- 
pelled ito fee your gown ftript off, and, for want 
of a blanket, to take a flight with you in it; but 

Turn ptetate gravem acmeritisji forte virumquem 
Confptxere^ftlent^ arreBtfque aurihus aft ant : 
VU regit dl^is animosy et peEicra muicet. ^ v 

Virg. ^n. I. I5|^ 

By your powerful eloquence you faved your bJ- 
con and money, and we happily proceeded on 
our journey. But it is not an inclination pure- 
ly to tell you this old ftory, which perfuades mc 
to write. A friend from Dublin lately obliged 
me with a very entertaining paper, intitlcd The 
Intelligencer 5 it is numbered ao, a pofthumow 
work of Neftor Ironfide ; a correfpondent meo- 
tioning thefe 'J)apers in a letter, raifed my curio- 
fity, with the fpecimen I had of them, to read 
the refti' For my part, I have buried myfcif in 
the country, and know little of the, world, but 
what I learn from news-papers \ you who live 



To 
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p b much in it^ and from other more convincing' 
. jroofs, I am fatisfied are acquainted with the In- 
^lligencer. I wifh his zeal could promote the 
dfare of his poor country, but I fear his labour 
in vain. 

The miiferies of the North, as reprefented, de- 
and the utmoft compaflion, and muft (often the 
malice of the mod bitter enemy ; I hope they, 
whofe intereft it is, if they rightly confidered it, 
\^ to relieve thofe miferable wretches, will redrefs 
fo public a calamity; to which if, as I have heard, 
fome of the clergy, by exacting of tithes, have 
contributed, they deferve as great cenfure, as a 
certain Dean, who lends feveral fums without 
intereft to his poor parifliioners, has gained cre- 
dit and honour by his charitable beneficence. 
Bad men, to be fure, have crept in, and are of 
that facred and learned order ; the blackeft of 
crimes, forgery, treafon, and blafphemy, recently 
prove this: fuch fliould^be fpued out of it with 
the utmoft contempt, and punifhed according to 
theii demerit with fevere juftice. If this allega- 
tion be true, I hope to fee them cenfured by the ' 
Intelligencer, and recommend to him the words of 
Jeremiah to expatiate upon, c. x. v. 2 1 . c xii. v. i o, 
II. 1 imagine the poor widow *, his printer, is in 
danger of punifliment ; (he fufFered very cruelly 
for the Drapier's works ; I hope feveral contribu- 
ted to eafe her misfortunes on that occafion •, I 
confefs I am ferry I did not, but if you will give 
icr a piece of gold, not in my name I beg, being 

unwilling 

• Mrs Harding. 
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unwilling to vaunt of charity^ but as from a friend 
of your's, I fliall by the firft fafe hand fend one i 
in return I cxped the Drapicr's Works entire. 

I am ferry, that, for the benefit of the ladies^ 
the author has not given us the Englifh of 

Motus doceri gaudet lonicos 
Matura Virgo. 

Not having Creech's Horace,, a gentlemat^ pre-« 
vailed on me to attempt tranflating of it in ;i 
couple of diftichs \ the fcience which the com-i 
pound Englifli and Greek word fignifies, little 
concerns a widower \ but I fliould be glad to fee; 
it improved by good proficients in the lonick jigg, 
I own, in my little reading, I never met with 
this word, which puts me in mind of a paflagc 
on the Thames. My younger uncle, the grave Mi 
Flower, his wife and mine, and Parfon Dinglei 
one day made the tour of the city: We faw 
Bedlam, the lions, and what not ? and finifhed 
with a view of th^t noble engine under X^pdon 
Bridge: Then we took water for Whitehall j 
rowed very filently to oppofitc the glafs-houfe, 
where a dyer, his boat at an anchor, was angling | 
Poor Jack unfortunately afked, addreffing him?- 
felf to our waterman, What that man was fifliixig 
for? The wag anfwercd very brif)c, Fqr ■ ■ ^i 
Mailer will you buy any ? You are a man of tOQ 
much humour not to be pleafed with the reply, 
I never can think of it without a laugh \ and am 
fure need not defcribe the fcene to you. He i^ 
fince callpd in our family by the name of Jack 
Fiflier. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXL. 

MR GAY. TO PR SWIFT. 

From the Duke of Queenfberry's 
in Burlington- Gardens. 
DEAR SIR, March 18, 1728-9. 

I Have writ to you feveral tidies'; and having 
heard nothing from you, mates me fear my 
letters are mifcarried. Mr Pope's letter hath 
taken ofF my concern in fome degree; but I 
hope good weather will entirely re-eftablifli you 
in your health. I am juft recovered from the 
fevereft fit of ficknefs, that ever any body had, 
who efcaped death. I was feveral times given 
up by the phyficians, and every body that attend- 
ed me ; and, upon my recovery, was judged to 
• be in fo ill a condition, that I fhould be mifera^ 
ble for the remainder of my life : but, contrary 
to all expeftation, I am perfeftly recovered, and 
have no remainder of the diftempcrs that attacked 
me, which were at the fame time, fever, afthma, 
and pleurify. I am now in the Duke of Qaeenf- 
berry*s houfe, and have been fo ever fince I left 
Hampftead \ where I was carried at -a time, that 
it was thought I could not live a day. Since my 
coming to town, Thave been very little abroad^ 
the weather has been fo fevere. 

I muft acquaint you, (becaufe I know it will 
pleafe you) that during my fickndfs I had many 
of the kindeft proofs of friendfhip, particularly 

Vol. XV I. O from 
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from theDuke^ndDutchefsof Queenfbcrry, who, 
if' I had been their neareft relation, and neareft 
friend, could not have treated me with more con- 
llant attendance then ; and they continue the 
, fame to me now. 

You muft undoubtedly have heard, that the 
Dutchefs took up my defence with the King and 
Queen, in the caufe of my play, and that flie 
hath been forbid the court for interefting heis- 
felf to incrcafe my fortune by the publication 
of it, without being afted. The Duke too 
hath given up his employments (which he would 
have done, if the Dutchefs had not met with this 
treatment) upon account of ill ufagc from the 
minifters ; but this haftened him in what he de- 
termined. The play is now almoft printed, 
with the muGc, words, and bafes, engraved on 
thirty-one copper-plates^ which, by my friends 
affiftance, hath a probability to turn greatly to • 
my advantage. The Dutchefs of Marlborough 
hath given me a hundred pounds for one copyj 
and others have contributed very handfomelyj 
but, as my account is not yet fettled, I cannot 
tell you particulars. 

For writing in the caufe of virtue, ind againft 
the fafliionable vices, I am looked upon at prc- 
fcnt as the mod obnoxious perfon almoft in 
England. Mr Pulteney tells me, I have got the 
ftart of him. Mr Pope tells me, that I am deadj 
and that this obnoxioufnefs is the reward of my 
jnofFcnfivenefs in my former life. I wifli I had 
a book ready to fend you ; bUt I believe^ I (hall 

not 
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not be able to complete the work till the latter 
end of next week. Your money is ftill in Lord 
Bathurft's hands j but, I believe, I fliall receive 
it foon : I wifh to receive your orders how to 
difpofe of it. I am impatient to finifh my work, 
for I want the country-air ; not that I am ill, 
but to recover my ftrength ; And I cannot leave 
the work till it is finiftied. While 1 am writing 
this, I am in the room next to our dining-room, 
with (heets all round it, and two people from 
the binder folding (heets. I print the book at 
my own expence, in quarto, which is to be fold 
for fix (hillings with the mufic. You fee I don't 
want induftry ; and I hope you will allow that 
I have not the worft occonomy. Mrs Howard 
hath declared herfelf ftrongly, both to the King 
and Queen, as my^ advocate. The Dutchefs of 
Queenfberry is allowed to have fliewn more fpi- 
rit, more honour, and more goodnefs, than 
was thought poffible in our times ; I (hould have 
added too, more underftanding and good fenfe. 
You fee my fortune (as I hope my virtue will) 
increafcs by oppreflion. I go to no courts ; I 
drink no wine ; and am calumniated, even by 
miniftcrs of (late, and yet am in good fpirits. 
Moft of the courtiers, though otherwife my 
friends, refufed to contribute to my undertaking. 
But the city and the people of England take my 
part very warmly; and, I am told, the beft of the 
citizens will give me proofs of it by their con- 
tributions. ^ 
I could talk to you a great deal moie, but I 
O 2 am . 
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am afraid I fhall write too much for you nxti 
for myfelf. I have not writ fo much together 
fincc my fickncfs. I cannot omit telling you, 
that Dr Arbuthnott*s attendance and care- of me 
fhewed him the beft of friends. • Dr HoUingSy 
though entirely a ftranger to me, was joined 
with him, and ufed me in the kindeft and motl 
handfome manner. Mr and Mrs Pulteney were 
greatly concerned for me, vifited me, and ihew^- 
ed me the ftrongeft proofs of friendfliip. When 
I fee you I will tell you of others, as of Mr 
Pope, Mrs Blount, Mr and Mrs Rollinfon, 
Lord and Lady Bolingbroke, iffc. I think they 
are all your friends and M-ell-wi(hers. I hope 
you will love them the better upon my account; 
but do not forget Mr Lewis, nor Lord Bathurft, 
Sir William Wyndh^m, and Lord Gowei, and 
Lord Oxford, among the number. 



LETTER CCCCXLL 

BR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

London^ March 19. 1728-9^ 

THIS is the fecond or third time, dear Sir^ 
that 1 have wrote to you, without hear- 
ing a word of you or from you; only in general, 
that you are very miich out of order: fometimcs 
of your two old complaints, the vertigo and 
deafncfs, which I am very forry for. The gen* 

tlcman^ 
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tiemani who carries this, hath come better off 
than I did imagine : I ufed my little interefl: a$ 
far as it would go, in his afFair. He will be able 
to give you fome account of your friends, many 
-of whom have been in great diftrefs this winter 
for John Gay., I may fay, without vanity, hi» 
life,' under God, is due to the unwearied endea- 
vours and care of your humble fervant ; for a 
'|)[by(ician, who had not been paffionately his^ 
friend, could not have faved him. 1 had, b&- 
Cdes my perfonal concern for him, other motive* 
of my care. Heis now become a public perfon, 
a little Sacheverell ; and 1 took the fame pleafurc 
in faving him, ^s RadcliiFc did in preferving my 
Lord Chief-juftice Holt's wife, whom he attend- 
ed out of fpite to the hufband, who wifhed her 
dead. 

The iiyoffenfive John Gay is now became one 
of the obftnMStions to the peace of Europe, the 
terror of the minifters, the chief author of the 
Craftfman, and all thcfeditious pamphlets which 
have been publifhed againft the government. He 
has got feveral turned out of their places ; the 
greateft ornament of the court baniflied from it 
for his fake ; another great lady in danger of be- 
ing ciaje likewife ; about feven or eight dutcheflts 
pufhing forward, like the ancient circumcellioties 
in the church, who (liall fufFer martyrdom upon 
his account firft. He is the darling of the c;ty. 
If he fhould travel about the country, he would 
have hecatombs of ror ll.. J oxen feicrificed to him,, 
fince he became fo confpicuous. Will. Pultcney 
O 3 hangs: 
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hangs his head, to fee himfelf fo much outdorir 
in the career of glory. I hope he will get a good ^ 
deal of money by printing his play ^ but I reallf 
believe he would get more by (hewing his pcr*f. 
fon : and, I can aflure you, this is the tcry^detth^. 
tical John Gay, whom you formerly knew, and * 
lodged with in Whitehall two years ago. I h^ft 
been diverting myfelf with making an extrad: ^, 
out of a hiftory, which will be printed in tfaff'^'' 
year 1948. I wifh I had your afliftgnce to go 
through with it ; for I can afFure you, it rifeth 
to a very folemn piece of burlcjCque. 

As to the condition of your little club, it is not 
quite Co defperate as you might imagine ^ for Mr 
Pope is as high in favour, as I am^ afraid the reft 
are out of it. The King, upon the perufal of 
the laft edition of his Dunciad, declared he was 
a very honeft nian.^ I did not know till this mo- 
ment, that I had fo good an opportunity to fend, 
you a letter j and now I know it, am called away, 
and am obliged to end with my beft wifibes and 
refpe.fts, being moft fincerely 

Tour^s, is^Ci. 
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Da SWIFT TO MR GAT. 

Duhlirty March 19. 1729^ 

I Deny it. I do write to you according to 
the old ftipulation ; for 'when you kept your 
old company, when I writ to one, I writ to aft. 

But 
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*^t I am ready to enter into a new bargain^ 

iBnce.'you.tre got into a new world, and will an- 

fwer all your letters. You arc -firft to prefent mjr 

r in'o(bhamble refpe£ts to the Dutchefs of Queenf- 

I ^berry^^and let her know, that I iiever dine with- 

Ij^out thinking of her,, although it be with fome 

I tdlficulty that I can obey her, when I dine with 

^ forks that have but twa prongs, and when the 

.£iuce is not very confiftent. You muft likewife 

tell her Grjice, that (he is a general toaft among 

all honeft folks here, and particularly at the 

deanry, even in the face of my Whig-fubjedls* 

1 will leave my money in Lord Bathurft's 

hands, and the management of it (for want of 
~ better) in your's ; and pray keep the intereft-mo- 
ney in a bag wrapt up and fealed by itfelf, for fear 
of your own fingers under your careleffnefs. Mr 
Pope talks of you as^ perfeft ftranger ; but the 
different purfuits, and manners, and interefts of 
life, as fortune- hath pleafed to difpofe them, 
will never fuffer thofe to live together, who, 
by their inclinations, ought never to part. I 
hope when you are rich enough, you will have 
fome little oeconomy of your own in town or 
country, and be able to give your friends a pint 
of port ; for the domeftic feafon of life will come 
on. I had never much hopes o^ your vampt 
play, although Mr Pope feemed to have, and al- 
though it were ever fo good: but you fhould 
have done _like the parfons,. and changed your 
text : I mean the title, and the names of the 
pcrfons* After all, it was an effeft of idlenefs 5 

for 
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for you arc in the prime of lifc^ when inventi 
and judgment go together, 
loo 1, a-year more for horfes. 




and judgment go together. I wifli. yot| kal^ 



whenever good weather invites, and am retfiitBA^ 
the bed walker in this town and five n].ile«ji»unij^. - 
1 writ lately to Mr Pope. J wifh you haa'a lit** 
tie villakin in his neighbourhood; but you Ai 
yet too volatile, and an^: lady with a coach and 
fix horfes would carry you to Japan. -«■ K^ 



LETTER CCCCXLIIL . 

DR SWIFT TO LOB.D BOIJNGBROKE,. 

Dublin i March 21. 172^ 

YOU tell me you have not quitted the defign 
of coUeaing, writing, Cffr. This is the 
anfwer of every finner who defers his repentance. 
I wifh Mr Pope were as great an urger as I, who 
long for nothing more than to fee truth under 
your hands, laying all deiradtion in the duft.-^ — . 
I find myfclf difpofed every year, or rather every 
month, to be more angry and revengeful ; and 
my rage is fo ignoble, that it defcends even 
to refent the folly and bafeneft of the inflaved 
people among whom I live. 1 knew an old Lord 
in Leicefterlhire, who amufed himfelf with. 
mending pitchforks and fpades for his tenants 
gratis. Yet I have higher ideas left, if I were 
nearer to objefts on which I might employ them ; 
and contemning my private fortune, would glad- 
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'w crofs. the channel, and ftand by, whiie my bet- 
lerjiwcre^ijiriving the boars out of the garden, if 
! fac any probable expeftation of fuch an en- 
^JpSyciur. When I was of your age, I often 
iJpDQug^t of death ; but now, after a dozen years 
^more, it is never out c| my mind, and terrifies me 
Ififf^ I -conclude, that Providence hath ordered 
bur fears to decreafe wij^ our fpirits : And yet 
^loire /a bagatelle better than ever 5 for finding it 
tfoublefome to read at night, and the company 
here growing taftelefs, I am always writing bad 
profe, or worfe verfes, either of rage or raillery, 
whereof fome few efcape to give offence or mirth, 
and the reft are burnt. 

They print fome Irlih trafh in London, and 
charge it on me, which you will clear me of to 
my friends \ for all are fpurious except one pa- 
per *, for which Mr Pope very lately chid me^ 
1 remember your Lordfhip ufed to fay, that a few 
good fpeakers would in time carry any point that 
was right ; and that the common method of a 
majority, by calling, To the queflion, would ne- 
Tcr hold long when reafon was on the other fide. 
Whether politics do not change like gaming, 
by the invention of new tricks, I am ignorant : 
But I believe in your time you would never, as a 
minifter, have fuffered an aft to pafs through the 

H. of C s, only becaufe you were fure of a 

majority in the H. of L— s to throw it out -, be- 
caufe it would be unpopular, and confequently a 

lofa 
* Intitledt " A libel on Dr Delany and a certain great 
Lord." Yoi. IX. p. I4» 
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lofs of reputation. Yet this we are told hatfil 
been the cafe in the qualification-bill i^atix 
penfioncrs. It ftiould feem to me,*th'ilt c^^ 
tion> like avarice, hath no bounds. I Uftj^l 
portunities to know the proceedings of yoytt \ 
niftry better than any other man of my*! 
and having not much to ddj I have often com|||r < 
red it with thefe laftsfixteen years of a profouh4 
peace all over Europe, *and we running 
millions in debt. I am forctfd to play at fma 
game, to fet the beads here a-^madding, merely 
for want of better game : Tentanda via efty qua 

me quoque pojjtm^ &c ^I'hc d take thofe 

politics, where a dunce might govern for a do- 
»en years together. I will come in perfon to 
England, if I am provoked, and fend for the die* 
tator from the plough. I difdain to fay, O miki 
pr^teritos^^-'^huty cruda ieo "viridifque JineBus. 
Pray, my Lord, how are the gardens ? HaVe you 
taken down the mount, and removed the yew- 
hedges ? Have you not bad weather for the 
fpring-corn? Has Mr Pope gone^ farther in his 
ethic poems? And is the head-land fown with 
wheat ? And what fays Polybius? And how docs 
my Lord St John * ? Which laft queftion is very 
material to me, becaufe I love Burgundy, and 
riding between Twickenham and Dawley. .. .■ 
I built a wall five years ago ; and when the ma- 
fons played the knaves, nothing delighted me fo 
much as to (land by, while my fervants threw 
^own what was amifs. I have likewife feen a 

monkey 

• Lord St John of Battcrfea, father to Lord BoUftgbroke. 
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l^rnonte? overthrow all the dtfhes and plates in a 

1^ kitchen, merely for the pleafure of feeing them 

.' tumble, and hearing the clatter they made in 

their fall. I wiih you would invite me to fuch 

t* another entertainment:' But you think, as I 

ought to think, tha^^it is time for me to have 

done with the ^¥orld ; jind fo I would, if I could 

\^ irilo a better before il^s called into the beft, 

/|g|A#not die here iji a rage, like a poifoned rat in 

a "hole. I wonder you are not afhamed to let 

me pine away in this kingdom, while you are out 

of power. 

I come from looking over the melange above 
written, and declare it to be a true copy of my 
prefent difpofitionj which muft needs pleafe you, 
Cnce nothing was ever more difpleafing to my- 
felf. I defire you to prefent my moft humble 
refpc£ts to my Lady. 

LETTER CCCCXLIV. 

DR SWIFT TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin^ April ^. 17^9- 

I DO not think it could be pofTible for me to 
hear better" news than that of your getting 
over your fcurvy fuit, which always hung as a 
dead weight on my heart. I hated it in all \t% 
circumftances, as it afFeded your fortune and 
quiet, and in a fituation of life that muft make it 
Cfery way vexatious. And as I am infinitely 

obliged 
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obliged to you for the juftice you do me, in fup-»| 
pofing your affairs do at leaft concern me ^^* 
niiich as my own ; fo I would never kav^ pau6|Ha# 
ed your omitting it. But before I go on, ^qwi-i* 
not forbear mentioning what I read laft fuih]M(^, 
in a news-paper, that you were writing Jl^e hi- 
ftory of your own times. * I fuppofe fuch a y- ♦ 
port might arife froni(iwhiat was not fecret among 
your friends, of your intention to write anodl^ 
kind of hiftory ; which yon 6ften promifed Mr' 
Pope and me to do. I know he defires.it very 
much J and I am fure I defire nothing more, for 
the honour and love I bear you, and the perfefib 
knowledge I have of your public virtue. My 
Lord, I have no other notion of ceconomy, than 
that it is the parent of liberty and eafe ; and I 
am not the only friend you have who hath chid 
you in his heart for the neglect of it, though not 
with his mouth as I have done. For there is a 
filly error in the world, even among friends o- 
therwife very good, not to intermeddle with 
mens affairs in fuch nice matters. And, ipy 
Lord, I have made a maxim, that ihould^be writ 
in letters of diamonds, That a wife man ought tp 
liave money in his head, but not in his heart; 
Pray, my Lordj'inquire whether your prototype, 
my Lord Digby, after the Reftoration, when he 
was at Briftol, did not take fome care of his for-^ 
tune, notwithftanding that quotation I once fent 
you out of his fpeech to the H. of Commons ? 
In my confcicnce I believe fortune, like other 
drabs, values a man gradually lefs for every year 

he 
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' lie 1ms. I have demonftration for it ; becaufe 

fif % plc^; at piquet for fixpence with a man or a 

'■• .WM^n two years younger than myfelf^ I always 

• ioCc4 and there is a young girl of tweaty, who 
gjaever. fails of winning my money at backgam- 

moil^ though {he is a bungler and the game be 

* 4HDcle{iftftic. As to the public, I confefs nothing 
-could cure my itch of meddling with it, but thefe 

. jitfquent returns of deafnefs, which have hinder- . 

'icd me from paffing laft winter in London ; yet 
I cannot but confider the perfidioufnefs of fome 
^ople, who I thought, when I was laft there, 
lapoii a change that happened, were the moft im- 
pudent in forgetting their profeffions that Ihaye 
'Cver known. Pray will you pleafc to take your 
pen, and blot me out that political maxim from 
whatever book it is in, That res nolant diu male 
^dminijirari : the commonnefs makes me not 
know who is the author, but fure he muft be 
fome modern* 

I am forry for Lady BoHngbroke's ill health ; 
but I protcft I never knew a very deferving per- 
fon of that fex, who had not too much reafon to 
complain of ill health. I never wake without 
finding life a more infignificant thing than it was 
the day before ; which is one great advantage I 
get by living in this country, where there is no- 
thing I (hall be forry to lofe. But my greateft 
mifery is recolle<aing the fcene of twenty years 
paft, and then all on a fudden dropping into the 
prefent. I remember, when I was a little boy, I 
felt a great fifli at the end of my line, which I 
Vol. XVL P drew 
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drew up almoft on the ground, but It dropt in ; 
and the difappjointment vexes me to this very dayj 
and I believe it was the type of all my future dif- 
appointments, I (hould be afhamed to fay this 
to you, if you had not a fpirit fitter to bear your 
own misfortunes, than I have to think of them. 
Is there patience left to refle£b, by what qualities 
wealth and greatnefs are got, and by what qua- 
lities they are loft ? I have read my friend Con- 
greve's verfes to Lord Cobham, which end with 
a vile and falfe moral j and I remember is not in 
Horace to Tibullus, which he imitates, ** Th^t 
" all times are equally virtuous and vicious j" 
wherein he differs from all poets, philofophers, 
and Chriftians that ever writ. It is more pro- 
bable, that there may be an equal quantity of 
virtue always in the world ; but fometimes there 
may be a peck of it in Afia, and hardly a thim- 
ble-full in Europe. But if there be no virtue, 
there is abundance of ftncerity ; for I will venture 
all I am worthy that there is not one human 
creature in power, who will not be modeft e- 
nough to confefs, that he proceeds wholly upon 
a principle of corruption. I fay this, becaufe I 
have a fcheme, in fpite of your notions, to go- 
vern England upon the principles of virtue : And 
when the nation is ripe for it, I defire you will 
fend for me. I have learned this by living like 
a hermit, by which I am got backwards about . 
nineteen hundred years in the sera of the world, 
and begin to wonder at the wickednefs of men. 
I dine alone upon half a difli of- meat, mix water 

with 
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With my wine, walk ten miles a-day, and read 
Baronius. Hie explicit epijlola ad Dom. Boling" 
broie^ et iticipit ad amictdtn Pope, 

Having finiftied my letter to Ariftippus, I now 
begin to you. I was in great pain about Mrs . 
Pope, having heard from others that (he was in a 
▼ery dangerous way, which made me think itun- 
feafonable to trouble you. I am afhamed to tell 
you, that when I was very young, I had more 
defire to be famous than ever (ince ; and fame, 
like all things elfe in this life, grows with me e- 
▼cry day more a trifle. But you, who are fa 
much younger, although you want that health 
you deferve, yet your fpirits arc as vigorous as if 
your body were founder- I hate a croud, where 
I have not an eafy place to fee and be fcen. A 
great library always makes me melancholy, where . 
the bed author is as much fqucezed, and as ob-^ 
fcure, as a porter at a coronation. In my owa 
little library, I value the compliments of Graevius 
and Gronovius, 'which make thirty-one volumes 
in folio, (and were given me by my Lord Boling« 
broke), more than all my books befides ; becaufe 
whoever comes into myclofet, calls his eyes ilh- 
mediately upon them, and will not vouchfafc to 
look upon Plato or Xenophon. I tell you, it is 
almoft incredible how opinions change, by the 
decline or decay of fpirits \ and I will further 
tell you, that all my endeavours from a boy to 
diftinguiih myfelf, were only for want of a great 
title and fortune, that I might be^ ufed like a lord 
by tbofe who Have an opinion of my parts 5 whe- 
P 2 ther 
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ther right or wrong. It i» no great matter ^ vmM' 
fo the reputation of wit or great learning doei^* 
the office of a blue ribband, or of a coach and 
£x horfes. Ta be remembered for ever on the 
account of our friendfliip, is what would exceed- 
ingly plcafe me; but yet I never loved to make 
a vifit, or be feen walking with my betters, be- ' 
caufe they get all the eyes and civilities from me. 
I no fooner writ this than I correfted myfelf, and 
remembered Sir Fulk Grevil's epitaph, " Here ' 
lies, &c. who was friend to Sir Philip Sidney.** 
Aiid therefore I moft heartily thank you, for yoii ' 
define thit I would record our fricndfcip in verfe i 
'v^hich if I caA fucceed in, I will never defire to' 
\write one more line in- poetry while I live. You ' 
inuft prefent my humible fervice to Mrs Pope, 
and let her know I pray for her continuance in 
th« world, for her own reafon, that ftie may live 
to takt Cxire of yotf. 



LETTER CCCCXLV. 

GH£VALIER &AMS1T TO DR SWIFTr 

Sin, London J loih jiprU, 1725^^ 

ONE of the grcateft pleafures I propofed ta 
myfclf in a journey to England, was that ' 
of feeing you at London j and it is a very fcnfibl^s ' 
mortification to me to find myfelf difappointed 
in fo agreeable an expe£lation. It is now many 
ycar& fmce I had the greateft efteAn of your gc- 

njus^ 
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nius and writings; and when I was very youngs 
I found, in fome of them, certain ideasj that pre* 
pared me for rclifhing thofe principles of univer- . 
fal religion, which I have fince endeavoured to 
unfold in Cyrus. I could not let our common 
friend Mr Lefley * go back to Ireland, without 
feizing the opportunity of acknowledging the o- 
bliging zeal you have (hewn to make my work 
efteemed. Such marks of friendfhip do me a 
great deal of honour, as well as pleafure, and I 
hope I have a thorough fenfe of them. As I 
bave much enlarged my book, I am going to 
publifh a new edition by fubfcription. I have 
given an hundred copies of the propofals to our 
friend, and flatter myfelf, that I may count up- 
on the continuation of your friendihip. I am, 
with great refpeft, Sir, your moft obliged and 
moil obedient humble fcrvant, 

A* RAMSAY. 



LETTER CCCCXLVI. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London y May 8. 1729. 

I Have wrote three times to Mr Dean of St 
Patrick's, without receiving fo much as an 
acknowledgment of the receipt of my letters, at 
the fametime I hear of other letters, which his 
acquaintances receive from him. I believe I 
P 3 (hould 

• Son of iht Reveread My Charles Lcfky, the famoiM 
HoDJoror. 
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fliouM hardly have brought mjrfclf to have ^gmV 
ten this, were it not to ferve you, and avfriend 
at the (ame time. 

I recommended one Mr Mafbn, fbnof Mafon^ 
gentleman of the Queen's chapel, a bary-tonc- 
Toice, for the vacancy of a finger in yottr cathe^ 
dral. This letter was wrote from Bath l^jft Sep» 
tember. The fazhe Mafon inform^ me, that 
there is another vacancy : Therefore I renew my 
requeft. I believe you will hardly get a better t 
He has a pleafant mellow voice, and has fiing fe* 
veral times in the King's chapel this winter,, to^ 
the fatisfa^ion of the audience I beg at lea(b 
your anfwer to this» Tour friends in town,, 
foch as I know, are well. Mr Pope is happy a- 
gain, in having his mother recovered. Mr Ga|(r 
id gone to Scotland with the Duke of Queenf-^ 
berry. He has about twenty law-fuits with book'*' 
feHers for pirating his book. The King goes 
foon to Hanover. Thefe are all the news I know*. 
I hope you don't imagine I am fo little concern-^ 
ed abput your health, as not to defire to be in* 
formed of the ftate of it from yourfelf. I have 
been tolerably well this winter, I thank God*. 
My brother Robin is here, and longs, as well as 
I, to know how yoa do. This, with my bcft 
wiflies and refpeflbs, from, dear Sir, your moft 
^thful humble fervant^ 

JO. ARBUTHNOTT.. 



L.ETT£a 
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LETTER CCCCXLVII. 

BR ARBUTHNOTT TO BR S'WIFT. 

J^BAR 8iR> London^ June ^. ^T^9* 

THIS i% giren yoa by Mr Mafbn^ \irhoin i 
beliere you will find ax>fwermg the cha* 
rader I gave of^Him, which really was not par- 
tial f for I am not fo much as acquainted with , 
his father or himfclf. I explained every thing 
to him according to the tenor of the letter which 
I received from you fome time ago, and for which 
I moH heartily thank you. Let him now fpealc 
for himfelf. I have been inquiring about a coun- 
tet-teftop I but have,, W yet, no intelligence of 
aaiy. 

I am really fenfibfy touched with the account 
' you gnre of Ireland. It is not q.uitc fo bad here ;, 
but really bad enough : At the fame time We are 
told,^ that we are in great plenty and bappinefs. 

Your friends, whom you mention in youPis, 
arc welL Mf Gay is returned from Scotland,, 
and has recovered his ftrcngth by his journey. 
Mr Pope is well ^ he had got an i«}un£tion in 
Chafneery againft the printers who printed his 
Dunciad : It was difiblved again, becaufe the 
printer cotild not prove any property, nor did 
the authoif appear. That is not Mr Gay's cafe ; 
for he has owned his book. Mr Pukeney gives 
you his fervice. They are all better than myfelf v 
for I am. now £6 bad of a. conflant convulfion in 
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my heart, that I am like to expire fometimci. 
We have no news that I know of. I am apt to 
believe, that, in a little time, this matter of the 
provincial treaty will be on or <^. The young 
man waits for my letter. I fliall trouble you ao 
more at prefent, but remain, with my beft vriAk^ 
€8, and moft fincere affefbion, deac iSir, your 
' moil faithful humble fervant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOTt. 



LETTER CCCCXI.Vni. 

LADT CATHERINE JONES * TO DR SWIFIT. 

SIR, Cie/fia, June il. lyaj. 

I Received the favour of your letter of the. 
22d of May, and own my obligation to Mr . 
Dean for the information of the decay of my 
grandfather's monument fin the cathedral churcb 
of St Patrick. 

Mr French, the prefent receiver of my father's 
cftate, will be, fomc time pext month, in that 
kingdom, whom I have ordered to wait upon 
you for your direftion jn that affair : In which, 

when 

• DaDghtcr of Richard Earl of Ranelagliy who bud 
Y>een pay mafte^- general and governor of Cbelfea hofpi- 
tal, and grcat-niece to Mr Boyle, being one of the grand< 
daughters of his fiiler Catherine, Countefs of Kanelagh. 

t A monument ereiAed to the memory of Archbiftiop 
Jones, and his fon Lord Vifcount Ranelagh. It was 
then in a rUinous condition^ bat repaired by the order 
«>f this lady. 
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'Wh^n he has informed me of tbecxpence, I fcafl 
immediately give direfliofts to have it done, a- 
peeably to the defire of the Dean and Chapter, 
as well as the duty done to the memory of my 
grandfather, without adding further trouble to 
Mr Dean-, from hi* mod humble and obedient 
ferTsnt. 

CATHERINE JONES- 



LETTER CCCGXLIX 

FHOM DR SWIFT. 

jfug. fl. 1729. 

I AM yery fcnfiHe, that, in a former Icttcfr, I 
talked very weakly of my own affairs, andT 
of my imperfe^ wHhes and deiires ^ which how— 
ever I fiad, with fome comfort,, do now daily 
dccHiw^ very fuitable to my ftatc of hearkh for 
fome months paff. For my head is never per- 
fedly free from giddinefs, and efpecially to* 
wards night. Yet my diforder is very moderate^ 
and I have been without a fit of deafnefs this 
half-year ^ fo I am like a horfe, which, though 
off bis mettle, can trot on tolerably ; a-nd this 
coniparifon puts me in mind to add, that I am 
retarned to be a rider, wherein I wifli you would 
imitate me. As to this country, there have 
been three terrible years dearth of corn, and 
every place ftrowed with beggars j but dearths 
are common in better climatesj^ and our evils^ 

here 
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here lie much deeper. Imagine a nation, the 
two-thirds of whofe revenues are fpent out of it, 
and who arc not permitted to trade with the o- 
ther third, and where the pride of women will, 
not fuffer them to wear their own manufaftures, 
even where they excel what come from abroad. 
This is the true ftate of Ireland, in a very, few 
words. Thefe evils operate more every day, 
and the kingdom is abfolutely undone, as I have 
been telling often in print thefe ten years paft. 

What I have faid requires forgivencfs ; but I 
had a mind for once to let you know the (late 
of our affairs, and my reafon for being more 
moved than perhaps becomes a clergyman, and 
a piece of a philofopher : And perhaps the in- 
creafe of years and diforders may hope for foinc 
allowance to complaints, efpecially when I may 
call myfelf a ft ranger in a ilrange land. As to 
poor Mrs Pope, (if (he be ftill alive), I heartily 
pity you and pity her. Her great piety and vir^ 
tue will infallibly make her happy in a better 
life, and her great age hath made her fully ripe 
for heaven and the grave, and her beft friends 
will moft wifli her eafed of her labours, when 
file hath fo many good works to follow theion. 
The lofs you will feel by the want of her care 
and kindnefs, I know very well ; but (he has 
amply done her part, as ypu have yours. Ckic 
reafon why I would have you in Ireland when 
you (hall be at your own difpofal, is, that you may 
'be mafter of two or three years revenues, provtfit 
frugls in annos copia, fo as not to be pinched in 

the 
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the leaft when years incrcafe, and perhaps your 
health im-pairs y and when this kingdom is ut- 
terly at an end, you may fupport me for the few' 
years I fhall happen to live j and who knows but 
you may pay me exorbitant intercft, for the 
fpoonful of wine, and fcraps of a chicken it 
will coft me to feed you ? I am confident you 
have too much reafon to complain of ingrati- 
tude ; for I never yet knew any perfpn one-tenth 
part fo heartily difpofed as you are to do good 
offices to others, without the leaft private view. 

Was it a gafconade to pleafe me, that you 
faid your fortune was increafcd 100 1. a-year 
fince I left you ? you (hould have told me how. 
Thofe fuhfidia feneEluti are extremely defirable, 
if they could be got with juftice, and without 
avarice ; of which vice though I cannot charge 
myfelf yet, nor feel any approaches towards it, 
yet no ufurer more wifhes to be richer, (or ra- 
ther to be furer of his rents). But I am not half 
fo moderate as you ; for I declare I cannot live 
cafily under double to what you are fatisfied 
with. 

I hope Mr Gay will keep his 300b 1. and live 
on the intereft, without decreafing the principal 
one penny ; but I do not like your feldom fee- 
ing him. I hope he is grown more difengaged 
from his intentnefs on his own affairs, which I 
ever difliked, and is quite the reverfe to you, 
unlefs you are a very dextrous difguifer^ I de- 
fire my humble fervicc to Lord Oxford, Lord 
Bathurft, and particularly to Mrs B— , but to 

no 



# 
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no lady at court, God blefs you- for beiiig a 
greater dupe than I. I love that cbara^r too 
•myfelf, but I want your charity* Adieii. 



LETTER CCCCL. 
LORD bolingbro?:e to dr swift. 

Aix la ChapelUy Aug. 30. 1729. N. B. 

I Took a letter of your's from Pope, and 
brought it with me to this place, tbat I 
might anfwer at leaft a part of it I begin to- 
day \ when I fhall finifh I know not ; perhaps 
when I get back to my farm. The waters I 
have been perfuaded to drink, and thofe which 
my friends drink, keep me fuddled or qmployed 
all the morning. The afternoons are fp^nt in 
airings or vifits, and wc go to bed with the 
chicken *. , 

LETTER CCCXLL 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

Brujfeh^ Sept. 2']. 1 729. 

IHave brought your French acquaintance f 
thus far on her way into her own country, 
and confiderably better in health than (he was 

when 

• • " The reft of tlw letter is printed la Mr Pope't 

worlds. Vol. IX. p i4r, ircJ^ . 
t Ladjr Bolingbroke. 
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wlien (he went to Aix. I begin to entertain 
hopes that fhe will recover fuch a degree of 
bealth as may render old age fupportable. Both 
of us have clofed the tenth luftre, and it is higU 
time to determine how we (hall play the laft 
aft of the farce. Might not my life be intitled 
much more properly a What-d^ye^call-ltf than a 
farce? Some comedy, a great deal of tragedy, 
and the whole interfpcrfed with fcenes of Har- 
lequin, Scaramouch, and DrBaloardo, the pro- • 
totype of your hero — ^— I ufed to think fome- 
times formerly of old age and of death ; enough - 
to prepare my mind, not enough to anticipate 
forrow, to dafti the joys of youth, and to be -all 
my life a-dying. I find the benefit of this prac- ^ 
tice now, and find it more as I proceed on my 
journey : Little regret when I look backwards, 
little apprehenfion when I look forward. You 
complain grievoufly of your fituation in Ireland : 
I would complain of mine too in England j but 
I will not, nay I ought not ; for I find by 
long experience, that I can be unfortunate with- 
out being unhappy. 1 do not approve your join- 
ing together ihc fgure of livings and ihcpleafure 
of gi'yingy though your old- prating friend Mon- 
tagne does fomething like it in one of his rhap- 
fodies. To tell you my reafons, wouW be to 
write an eflay, and I (hall hardly have time to 
write a letter ; but if you will come over and 
live with Pope and me, I'll fliow you in an in- 
ftant why thofe two things fhould not aller de 
pair ; and that forced retrenchments on both 
V0L.XVL Q^ may 
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may be made without making us , even uneafy; 
You know that I am too expenfive, and all man- 
kind knows that I have been cruelly plundered ;• 
and yet I feel in my mind the power of delcend- 
ing without anxiety two or three ftages more. 
In fliort, Mr Dean> if you will con>e to a cer- 
tain farm in Middlefex, you will find that I can 
live frugally, without growling at the worlds or 
being peerifh with thofc whom fortune ba« ap- 
pointed to cat my bread, inftead of appointing 
me to eat theirs : And yet I have naturally as 
little difpoiition to frugality as any man alive. 
You fay you are no philofopber, and I think 
you are in the right to diflike a word which is 
fo often abufed. But I am fure you like to fol- 
low reafon, not cuftom, {which is fometimea the 
rcafon, and oftncr the caprice of others, of the 
mob of the world). Now, to be fure of doing 
this, you muft wear your philofophical ^pe&acles 
as conftantly as the Spaniards ufed to wear 
theirs. You muft make them part of your drefis ; 
and fooner part with your broad-brimmed bea- 
ver, your gown, your fcarf, or even that em- 
blematical veftment, your furplice. Through 
this medium you will fee few things to be vexed 
at, few perfons to be angry at : And yet there 
will frequently be things which we ought to 
wifli altered, and perfons whom we ought to 
with hanged. 

In your letter to Pope, you agree, that a re- 
gard for fame becomes a man more towards his 
exit, than at his entrance into life j and yet you 

confcfs, 
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Confefs, thatthe longcryou liv«, the more you grow 
indtffcrrent about it. Yourfentiment istrucand na- 
tura] ; your reafoiiiing, I am afraid, is not fo ujv- 
on this occasion. Frculence will make us defire 
fanfpc, becaufe it gives us many real and great ad^ 
vantages in all the a^irs- of life. Fame is the 
wife man's means ^ his ends are his own goodly 
and the good of ibciety. You poeta and orators 
have inverted this order ; you propofe fame a» 
the endy and good, or at leail great af^ions, asi 
the means* Tou go further^ you teach am 
iclf4ove to anticipate the applaufe which we 
fttppofe witt be paid by pofterity to our names ^ 
and with idle notions of immortality you torn 
other heads befides your own. I am afraid this 
may have done totnc harm in the world. 

Fame is an obje£^ which men purfoe fucceS^ 
fully by various, and even contrary courfes. Your 
do£bine leads them to look 0n this end as ef- 
fential, and on the means a« indiiPerent ; (b that 
Fabriciiis and Craflus, Cato and Csfar, prefletS 
forward to the fame goal. After all, perhaps iit 
may appear, from a confi^eration of the depravity 
of maiikihd, that you could do no better, nor k«ep 
ap virtue m the world, without calling} this pa^ 
fion, or this dire&ton of felf-love, in to your aid. 
Tacitus has crouded this excufe for you, accord- 
ing to his manner, into a maxim, Comtemptu f&^ 
ma cofitemni viriuies. But now, whether we con- . 
lider fame as an ufeful inftrunaent in all the oc- 
currences of prlyAte and piublic life, or whether 
we confider it as the caufe of that pleafure which 

Q ,x our. ^ 
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©ur felf-love is fo fond of 5 methinks, our enf ranee 
into life, or (to fpeak more properly) our youths 
n^t our old age, is the feafon when we ought to 
delire it mod, and therefore, when it is mod be- 
coming, to defire it with ardour. If it be ufeful, 
it is to be deCred. mbft when we have, or may 
hope to have, a long fcene of a£lion open before 
us. Towards our exit, this fcene of aftion is, 
or fhould be clofed ; and then, methinks, it is 
unbecoming to grow fonder of a thing which wc 
have no longer occafion for. If it is pleafant, 
the fooncr we arc in poffefBon of fame, the long* 
cr we fhall enjoy this pleafurc. When it is ac- 
quired early in life, it may tickle us on till old 
a^e ;. but when it is acquired late, the fenfation 
of pleafurc will be more faint, and mingled with 
the regret of our not having tafted it Iboner*^ 
From my farm y 05f. 5. 

I am here. 1 have feen Pope, and one of my 
firft inquiries was-after you. He tells roc a thing 
I am forry to hear ^ you are building, it feems, 
on a piece of land you have acquired for that pur- 
pofe, in fome county of Ireland *. ITiough I 
have built in a part of the world, which I prefer 
Tcry little to that where you have been thrown 
and confined by our ill fortune and yours, yet I 
am forry you do the fame thing. I have repent-'" 
ed a thoufand times of my refolution, and I 
hope you will repent of yours before it is exe- 
cuted. Adieu, my old and worthy friend. May 
the phyfical evils of life fall as eafily upon you 

a6 

• In the county of Armagb, called Drapicr*5 HilL 
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as ever thej did, oa any man who lived to b{! old ) 
and may the moral evils, which furpound uSf 
make as Hitk impreffion on you as they oaght to 
make on one vrho has fuch faperior fenfe to c* 
ftknalie thwigs by, and fo much virtire to wrap 
himfelf up iru ' 

My wife defircs not to be forgotten hj you. 
She's faithfully your fervant, and zealoufly your 
adnuTCT. She wiM be concerned and difappoint- 
cd not to fipd you in this ifland at her return,* 
which hope both Ae and I had been made t(^ 
cjatertain before I went abroad. 



LETTER eOCGLir.. 

Off. 9. 1725^ 

IT pleafcs me that you- received my blocks aC: 
laft : but you have ncrer once toid me if yoa 
approve the whole, or difapprove not of fomeparts* 
0f the commentary, fej'r. It was my principal aim^ 
in the entire wofk,. to perpetuate the friendfhip: 
between us, and to fhew, that the friends or the 
enemies of one were the friends or eiiemiesof the 
©ther. If in any particular any thing be ftated' 
«r mentioned in a different manner from what 
you like, pray tell me freely, that the new edi- 
tions now coming out here may have it re6!:ified. 
You'll find the o£tavo rather more corrcft thair. 
the quarto, with fome additions to the notes and^ 
epigrams caft in, which I wifli had been increa- 
fed by your acquaintance in Ireland. I rejoice: 

Q^ if* 
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in hearing that Drapier's Hill is to emulate Par-^^ 
naflu8. 1 fear the country about it is as mucli^^.^ 
impoveriflied. I truly fliare in all that trouble»Lij| 
you, and wi(h you removed from a fcene of di-L>. 
llrefsy which I know works your compaffionatc Ivy 
temper too ftrongly. But if we are not to fee L^ 
you here, I believe I fhall once in my life fee yea T., 
thpre* You think more for me, and about me, v. 
than any friend I have, and you think better for ^, 
me. Perhaps you'll not be contented, though I ,^ 
am, chat the additional lool. a- year is only .^ 
for my life. My mother is yet living, and I thank f 
God for it : (he wiJl never be troublefome to me, \ 
if fhe be not fo to herfelf. But a melancholy i 
objeft it is, to obfervc the gradual decays both \ 
of body and mind, in a perfon to whom one is 
tied by the links of both. I can't tell whether 
her death itfelf would be fo affli£ting. 

You are too careful of my worldly alFairs. I 
am rich enough, and I can aiford to give away 
J col. a-year. Don't be angry: I will not live 
to be very old j I have revelations to the con- 
trary. I would not crawl upon the earth with- 
out doing a little good when 1 have a mind to 
do It. I will enjoy the pleafure of what I give, 
by.^ving it alive, and feeing another enjoy it. 
When I die, I Ihould be afhamed to leave enough 
to build me a monument, if there were a want- 
ing friend above ground. 

Mr Gay affures me his 3000I. is kept entire 
and facred. He feems to languifh after a line 
from you, and complains tenderly. Lord Boling- 

broke 
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broke has told me ten times over he wasgoing to 
\vrite to you : Has he, or not ? The doftor is un- 
alterable, both in friendfhip and quadrille. His 
wife has been very near death laft week: his 
two brothers buried their wives within thefe fix 
Weeks. Gay is fixty miles off, and has been fa 
all this fummer,' with the Duke and Dutchefs of 
Queenfberry. He is the fame man ; fo is every 
one here that you know. Mankind is unamends 

uble. Optimus ilU qui minimis urgetur, Poor 

Mrs ** is like the reft ; fhe cries at the thorn in 
her foot, but will fufFer nobody to pull it out. 
The court-lady I have a good opinion of \ yet I have 
treated her more negligently than you would do, 
becaufe you like to fee the in fide of a court, 
which I do not. I have feen her but twice. You 
have a defperate hand at daihing out a chara£ter 
by great ftrokes, and at the fame time a delicate 
one at fine touches. God forbid you ihould 
draw mine, if I were confcious of any guilt : but 
if I were confcious only of folly, God fend it I 
For as nobody can dete£l a great fault fo well 
as you, nobody would fo well hide a fmall one. 
But, after all, that lady means to do good, .and 
does no harm, which is a vaft deal for a courtier; 
I can affure you, that lord Peterborow always 
fpeaks kindly of you, and certainly has as great 
mind to be your friend as any one. I muft 
throw away my pen ; it cannot, it will never tell 
you, what I inwardly am to you. ^uod nequea 
monflrarey et fentio terttum. 

LETTER. 
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LETTER CCCCLIIL 

3DR SWIfT TO LORD- BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin^ Ob. 31. l^2^ 

IRcccrvED your Lordfhip's trarclling liettcr 
of feveral dates, at fevcral ftag^s, and. from 
«lifferent nations, languages, and religions. Nei- 
ther could any thing be more obliging than year . 
kind remembrance of me in fo many places* 
As to yoHf ten luftres^ I remember, when I com- 
plained in a letter to Prior, that I wa« fifty yearfs^ 
c^d, he was half angry in jeft, and anfwered me 
out of Terence, I/la commemoratio eft q»aji expro^ 
^ratio. How then ought I to rattle you, when I 
have a dozen years more to anfwer for, all mona- 
ftically paffed in this country of liberty, and de- 
light, and money, and good company! I go on an* 
Iwering your letter. It is yon were my. hero,, 
but the * other never was ; yet if he were, it was 
your own fault, who taught me to love liim, anA 
often vindicated him, in the beginning of his 
. miniftry, from my accufations. But I grant he 
'%ad the greateft inequalities, of any man alivc^. 
and his whole fcene was fifty times more a What- 
d*yc-call-it, than yours : For I declare yours was 
i^ftie ; and I wiih you would fo order it, that the 
world may be as wHc as I upon that article. Mr 
Pope wifiies it too j and I believe there is not a 
more honeft man in England, even without wit. 

.But 
•Xord Oxfords 
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ut you regard us not.— I was forty-feven years 
Id * when I began to think of death 5 and the 
ifledlions upon it now begin when I wake in 
le morning, and end when I am going to fleepv 

1 writ to Mr Pope, and not to you. My 

irth, although from a family not undiftinguifh- 
1 in its time, is many degrees inferior to 
ours : All my preten Boris from perfon and parts 
ifinitcly f o 5 I a younger fon of younger fons \ 
ou born to a great fortune \ yet I fee, you, with 
[] your advantages, funk to a degree that you 
ould never have been without them : But yet I 
!€ you as much efteemed, as much beloved, as 
luch dreaded, and perhaps more, (though it be 
Imoft impofSble), than ever you were in your 
igh exaltation ; — only I grieve like an alderman, 
iaf you are not fo rich. And yet, my Lord, I 
rctend to value money as little as you •, and I 
rill jcall five hundred witncfles (if you will take 
rifli witneiTes) to prove it. I renounce your 
rholc philofophy, becaufe it is not your pradicc. 
\y the Jlgure of living y (if I ufed that expreifion 
) Mr Pope), I do not mean the parade, but a 
litablenefs to your mind •, and as for the pfea/ari 
^giving, I know your foul fuffers when you 
re debarred of it. Could you, when your owh 
enerofity, and contempt of outward things, (be 
ot offended, it is no ecclefiaftical, but an Epic- 
;tian phrafe), could you, when * thefe have 
rought you to it, come over, and live with Mr 
ope and me at thedeanry ? I could aimoft wiflv 

the 
• The year of Queen Anne's, death. 
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'the experiment were tried j-^no, Cod forbid 
that ever fuch a (coundrel ae Want fhould dare 
to approach you. But in the mean time do not 
brag ; retrenchments are not your talent. But 
as old Weymouth faid to me in his lordly Latin, 
Ph'ihfopha v^rha igftava opera ; I wifli you co«ld 
learn arithmetic, that three and two make five, 
and will never make more* My philofophicid 
fpe£)iacles which you advife me to, will tell mt, 
that I can live on 50L a-year, (wine excluded^ 
which my bad health forces me to) ; but I cannot 
endure ihzt etium (houldhtjlfie digfriMe^^-'-'^'My 
Lord| what I would have faid of fame, is nveant 
of fame which a man enjoys in his life j becaufe 
t cannot be a great lord, I would acquire what is 
a kind of Jubjydium \ I would endeavour that my 
betters {l)ould feek me by the merit of (bmcthing ' 
diftinguiihable^ iaftead of my ieeking them. The 
defire of enjoying k in after-times is owing to 
the fpirit and folly of youth : But with age we 
learn to know the houfe is £0 full, that there it 
noYoom for above one or two at moft in an age 
through the whole world. My LcTrd, I hate %tA 
love to write to you ; it gives me pleafure^ and 
ilk me with melancholy. The d— ^ tiAe ftiH 
ity, that it will iK)t come to fupply the waai 
of philofophy. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCIIV. 

FROM DK SWIFT, 

OSf. 31. 1729. 

'OU were fo careful of fending me the Dun- 
ciadi that I have received five of them> 
have pleafed four friends. I am one of e-> 
r body who approve every part of it, text and 
iment \ but am one ab(tra£ted from every bo- 
in the happinefs of being recorded your f riend» 
k wit, and humour, and politenefs, fhall have 
memorial among us. As for your oftavo e- 
an, we know nothing of it ; for we have an ' 
ivo of our own, which hath fold wonderfully^ 
Gdering our poverty and dulnefs, the confe* ' 
nc9 of it. 

writ this polt to Lord B. and told him in my 
ex, that, with a great deal of lofs for a frolic, 
iU fly as foon as build ; I have neither years, 
fpirits, nor money, nor patience, for fuch a- 
fements. The frolic is gone off, and I am 
y 100 1. the poorer. But this kingdom is^ 
WJi fo exceffively poor, that we wife men mutt 
fik of nothing but getting a little ready mo- 
\ It is thought there are not two hundred 
ufand pounds of fpecic in the whole ifland ; 
we return thrice as much to our abfentees, 
we get by trade, and fo are all inevitably un- 
le 5 which I have been telling them in print 

thefe 
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thcfe ten years, to as little purpofe as if it came 
from the pulpit. And this is enough for Irifli 
politics, which I only mention, becaufe it fo near- 
ly touches myfelf. I muft repeat what I believe 
I have faid before, that I pity you much more 
than Mrs Pope. Such a parent and friend hour- 
ly declining before your eyes, is an objed very 
unfit for your health and duty, and.tender difpo- 
fition 5 and I pray God it may not affed you too 
much. I am as much fatisfied that your addi- 
tional lool, per annum is for your life as if it 
were for ever. You have enough to leave your 
friends ; I would not have them glad to be rid of 
you : and I (hall take care that none but my c- 
nemies will be glad to get rid of me. You have 

embroiled me with Lord B about the figure 

of living, and the pleafure of giving. I am un-* 
der the necefEty of fome little paltry figure in 
the ftation I am \ but I make it as little as pof- 
fible. As to the other part, you arc bafe, be- 
caufe I thought 'myfelf as great a giver as ever 
was of my ability ;. and yet in proportion you ex- 
ceed, and have kept it till now a fecret even from 
me, when I wondered how you were able to live 
] with your whole little revenue. Adieu. 

L C , who doth his duty as a good 

governor in enflaving this kingdom as much ^s he 
can, talks to me of you in the manner he ought. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCLV. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

Middleton Stofiey, Nov. p. 1729. 

IHa VE long known you to be my friend upon 
feveral occafions, and particularly by your 
reproofs and admonitions. There is one thing 
which you have often put me in mind of, the o-» 
ver-running you with an anfwer before you had 
fpoken. You find I am not a bit the better for 
it; for I ftill write and write on, without having 
a word of an anfwer. I have heard of you once 
by Mr Pope : Let Mr Pope hear of you the next 
time by me. By this way of treating me, I mean, 
by your not letting me know that you remember 
me, you are very partial to me, I fhould have faid, 
very juft to me. You fecm to think, that, I do 
not want to be put in mind of you, which is very 
true ; for I think of you very often, and as often 
wifh to be with you. I have been in Oxford- 
fhire, with the Duke of Qucenfberry for thefe 
three months, and have had very little correfpon- 
dence with any of our friends. I have employ- 
ed my time in new-writing a damned play, which 
I wrote feveral yea^ ago, called " The Wife of 
*« Bath*/* As it is approved or difapproved of 
Vol. XVL R by 

• ThU comedy was the firft he wrote, and was unfuc- 
cefsfuUy performed at the theatre in Drury-Lane, in the 
year 1715. It was altered by the autlior, and revived 
fevefsl years aftcc^iya^ 30). at the theatre in F^'mcolnV 

lnn-ficld<» 
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by my friends, when I come to town, I (hall ei- 
ther have it a£ked or let it alon^, if my ** bre- 
thren do not take offence at it. The ridicule 
turns upon fuperftition, and I have avoided the 
very words, bribery and corruption. Folly indeed 
is a word that I have ventured to make ufe of; 
but that is a term, that never gave foofs offence. 
It is a common faying, that he is wife that 
knows himfelf. What hath happened of late, I 
think, is a proof that it is not limited to the 
Vife. 

My Lord Bathurft is ftill our cafhier : Whea 
I fee him, I intend to fettle our accounts, and 
repay myfelf the five pounds of the two hundred 
1 owe you. Next week I believe I (hall be in 
town •, not at Whitehall, for thofe lodgings were 
judged not convenient for me, and were difpo- 
fed of. Direft to me to the Duke of Queenf- 
berry's, in Burlington-gardens, near Piccadilly. 
You have often twitted me in the teeth for han- 
kering after the court. In that you miftook me ; 
for I know by experience, that there is no de- 
pendence, that can be fure, but a dependence up- 
on one's felf. I will take care of the little fortune 
I have got. I know you will take this refolution 
kindly, and you fee my inclinations will make 
me write to you, whether you will write to me or 
no. I am, dear Sir, your's niofl: fincerely and 
mod affe6lionate]y, J. GAY. 

P.S. 

Inn- fields, and damned a fccond time» altbongh tbe an* 
thor's reputation was then at its liciglit^ from the Uii- 
common fucccTi of lih Beggar's Opera. 
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. S. To the lady I live with 1 owe my life and 
fortune: Think of her with refpeftj value 
and efteeni her as I do \ and never more de- 
fpife a fork with three prongs. I wifli too 
you would not eat from the point of your 
knife *. She hath fo much goodnefs, virtue, 
and generofny, that, if you knew her, you 
would have a pleafure in obeying her as I do. 
She often wishes (he had known you. 



LETTER CCCCLVI. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO !DR SWIFT. 

Nov. xp. 1 71^9. 

IFiND that you have laid afide your projefl: 
of bttikling in Ireland, and that we ftiall fee 
you in this ifland cum zephyris^ et hirundtne prima. 
I know not whether the love of fame increafes 
as we advance in age ; fure I am that the force 
ef friendfliip does. I loved you almoft twenty 
years ago; I thought of you as well as I do now j 
feetter was beyond the power of conception, or 
to avoid an equivoque, beyond the extent of my 
ideas. Whether you are more obliged to me iox 
loving you as well when I knew you Icfs, or for 
loving you as well after loving you fo many years» 
I (hall not determine. What I would fay 1? this ; 
Wbilft my mind grows daily more independent 
of the world, and feels lefs need of leaning on 
external objects, the ideas of friendfliip return 

R 2 oftenerj 

♦ See thclettcr of Feb. IJ. 1727-8. 
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oftcncr ; they bufy me, they warm me more : Is 
it that we grow more tender as the moment of 
our great feparation approaches ? or is it that 
they who are to live together in another ftatc, 
(for vera amicitia ncn n'lft inter bonosj^ begin to 
feel more ftrongly that divine fympathy which 
is to be the great band of their future fociety ? 
There is no one thought which foothes my mitid 
like this, I encourage my imagination to pnr- 
fue it, and am heartily afflifted when another 
faculty of the intelleft * comes boifteroufly in, 
and wakes me from fo pleafing a dream, if it be 
a dream. I will dwell no more on oeconomics 
than I have done in my former letter. Thus 
9Quch only I will fay, that ottum cum dignitate is 
to be had with 500 1, a-year as well as with 5000!. 
The difference will be found in the value of the 
man, and not in that of the eftate. I do afiure 
you,, that I have never quitted the defign of col- 
lefting, revifing, ioriproving, and extending fevc- 
ral materials which are dill in my power \ and I 
hope that the time of fetting myfelf about this 

laft 

• Viz. Reafon. TuUy (or, what ti much the fame, hi« 
difciple} obferves fomething lik^ this on the like occa- 
fioo ; where, fpeaking of Plato's famous book of the foul* 
he fays, "Nefcio q\iemodo, dum lego, adfentior; cum 
•• pofui librum, et mecum ipfe de iramortalitaie animo* 
*' rum coepi cogitare, adfenfio ilia omn.is elabitor." Ci« 
cero feems to have had but a confufed notion of the eaufe 
-which the letter-writer has here explained, namely, that 
the imagination is always ready to indulge fo flattering 
an idea, but fevercr reafon correAs and diA:laimsit« As 
to Religion, that is out of the queftion; for TuUyMTOto 
to hU few philofophic friends. Wark* 
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ift work of my life is not far off. Many papers 
f much curiofity and importance arc loft, and 
>me of them in a manner which would furprife- 
nd anger you. However, I fliall be able to con- 
ey feveral great truths to pofterity, fo clearly, 
nd fo authentically, that the Burnets and the 
lldmixons of another age may rail, but not be 
ble to deceive. Adieu, my friend. I have ta- 
ea up more of this paper than belongs to me, 
tace Pope is to write to you. No matter 5 for, 
ipon recolledliron, the rules of proportion are not 
Token ; he will fay as much to you in one page> 
,8 I have faid in three. Bid him talk to you of 
he work he is about -y I hope in good earneft, it 
s a fine one ; and will be in his hands, an ori# 
rinal *, His fole complaint is, that he finds it 
00 eafy in the execution. This flatters his lazi- 
icfs ; it flatters my judgment, who always 
bought, that (univerfal as his talents are) this 
s eminently and peculiarly his, above all the wri- 
crs I know living or dead ; I do not except Ho« 
"ace. Adieu. 



LETTER CCCCLVII. 

Nov. 28. 1729- 

THIS letter (like all mine) willbearhapfody; 
it is many years ago fmce I wrote as a 
i^tf' How many occurrences or informations 
tnuft one omit, if one determined to fay nothing 
R 3 that 

* EflTay on Man. 
t He ufcd to value Uimfilf on this paxticular. Ifar^ 
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that one could not fay prettily ? I lately recei- 
ved from the widow of one dead correfpondentf 
and the father of another, feveral of my own let- 
ters of about fifteen and twenty years old v and 
it was not unentertaining to myfelf to obfervc, 
how and by what degrees I ceafed to be a witty 
writer ; as either my experience grew on the 
one 'hand, or my afieftion to my correfpondents 
on the othen Now, as I love you better than 
moft I have ever met with in the world, and 
efteem you too the more, the longer I have com- 
pared you with the reft of the world j fo inevi- 
tably I write to you more negligently, that is, 
more openly, and what all but fuch as love one 
ifnother will call writing worfe. 1 fmile to think 
how Curl would be bit, were our epiftles to fall 
into his hands, and haw glorioufly they would 
fall fliort of every ingenious reader's cxpeda- 
tions P 

You can't imagine what a vanity it is to mc> 
to have fomething to rebuke you for in the way 
of ceconomy. I love the man that builds a 
houfe fubito ingenioj and makes a wall for a 
horfe*; then cries, <* We wife men muft think 
« of nothing but getting ready money/* I am 
glad you approve my annuity j all we have in 
this world is no more than an annuity, as to 
our own enjoyment : But I will increafe your 
regard for my wifdom, and tell you, that this 
annuity includes all the life of another *, whofe 
concern ought to be as near to me as my own, 

and 

• His mother's* 
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and with whom my whole profpe£ts ought to 
finiih. I throw my javelin of hope no farther. 

Cur brew fortes jacularum avo^ &c. 

. 'Ilie fecond (as it is called, but indeed the 
eighth) edition of the Dunciad, with fome ad- 
ditional notes and epigrams, Ihall be fent you, 
if I know any opportunity \ if they reprint it 
with you, let them by all means follow that oc- 
tavo edition—- The Drapicr's Letters arc a- 
gain printed here, very laudably as to paper, 
print, i^c. for you know I difapprove Irifh po- 
litics, (as my commentator tells you), being a 
ftrong and jealous fubjedl of England. The 
lady you mention, you ought not to complain 
of for not acknowledging your prefent \ ihe ha-^4 
ving lately received a much richer prefent from 
Mr Knight of the South«fea \ and you are fen- 
iible fhe cannot ever return it to one in the con- 
dition of an out-law. It is certain, as he can 
never expcft any favour *, his motive muft be. 
wholly difinterefted. Will not this refleftion 
make you blufh ? Your continual deplorings o£ 
Ireland make me wtfh you were here long e- 
nough to. forget thofe fcenes that fo afflift you i 
I am only in fear if you were, you would grow 
fuch a patriot here too, as not to be quite at 
cafe, for your love of old England — It is very 
pofBble, your journey in the time I compute, 
might exa£Uy tally with my intended one to 
you \ and if you muft foon again go back, you 

would 

• He was miftaken in this^ Mr Knight was pardoncc^ 
and came home lea the year 174^* WAeb* 
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would not be unattended. For the poor woman 
4ecays perceptibly every week ; and the winter 
may too probably put an end to a very long, aad 
a very irreproachable life. My conftant atten- 
dance on her does indeed affe£t my mind very 
much, and lefTen extremely my defires of long 
life ; (ince I 'fee the beft that can come of it ift 
a miferable benediction. I look upon myfelf to 
be many years older in two years (ince you iaw 
me : The natural imbecillity of my body, jwn- 
ed now to this acquired old age of the mind^ 
makes me at lead as old as you, and we are the • 
fitter to crawl down the hill together : I only 
defire 1 may be able to keep pace with you. My 
^firft friend(hip at fixteen, was contracted with 
a man of feventy ; and I found him not grave 
enough or confident enough for me, though we 
lived well to his death. I fpeak of old Mr Wy- 
cherly ; fome letters of whom (by-the-bye) tndf 
of mine, the bookfellcrs have got and printed, 
not without the concurrence of a noble friend 
of mine and yours *. I don't much approve of 
it 5 though there is nothing for me to be aihamtd 
. of, becaufe I will not be aftiamed of any thing 
I do not do myfelf, or of any thing that is not 
immortal, but merely dull, (as for inftance, it 
they printed this letter I am now writing 5 which 
they eafily may, if the underlings at the poft- 
ofBce pleafe to take a copy of it). I admire^ on 

thia 

• See the occafion, in the fecond and third paragraph 
of the preface to the firft volume n£ Pope's Letteri^ die 
7th of Warburtoa's edition of his works. 
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Ais confideration, your fending your laft to me 
quite open, without a feal, wafer, or any clofure 
whatever, mapifefting the utter opennefs of the 
writer. I would do the fame by this, hut fear 
it would look like afFeftation to fend two letters 

fo together.' 1 willfully reprcfent to our 

friend, (and, I doubt not, it will touch his 
heart), what you fo feelingly fet forth as to the 
badnefs of your Burgundy, (sfc. He is an ex- 
treme honeft man 5 and indeed ought to be fo, 
confidering how very indifcreet and unrefcrved 
he is : But I do not approve this part of his cha- 
ra£^er, and will never join with him in any of 
bis idlenefles in the way of wit. You know 
my maxim, to keep as clear of all offence, as I 
am clear .of all intcrcft in cither party. I was 
once difpleafed before at you, for complaining 
to Mr *** of my not having a penfion, and am 
fo again at your naming it to a certain Lord. I 
have given proof in the courfe of my whole life, 
(from the time when I was in the friendihip of 
Lord Bolingbroke and Mr Cragg's, even to this 
when I am civilly treated by Sir R. Walpole), 
that I never thought myfelf fo warm in any par- 
ty's c^ufe as to deferve their money 5 and there- 
fore would never have accepted it : But give 
me leave to tell you, that of all mankind, the 
two perfons I would lead have accepted any fa- 
vour from, are thofe very two to whom you have 
unluckily fpoken of it. I define you to take ofF 
any impreflions which that dialogue may have 
left on his Lordfliip's mind, as if 1 ever had 

any 
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any thought of being beholden to him^ or mf 
other in that way. And yet you know I am ao 
enemy to the prefent conilitution ; 1 belieire, a9 
fincere a w^l-wiftier to it, nayj even to tke 
church eftabliflied, as any minifter in or out of 
employment whatever, or anjrbtihop of Eng- 
land or Ireland. Yet I zm of the religion of 
Erafmus, z Catholic ; fo I live, fo (hall I die) 
and hope one day to meet you, Bi(hop Atter- 
bury, the younger Craggs, Dr Garth, Dcaii 
Berkeley, and Mr Hutchinfon, in that place to 
which God of his infinite mercy bring us, and 
every body ! 

Lord B.*s anfwer to your letter I have juft rei 
eeived, and join it to this packet. The work 
Ke fpeaks of with fuch abundant .partiality, is ai 
fyftem of ethics in the Horatian way. 



LETTER CCCCLVin. 

TO A CERTAIN ES(^I&E. 

SIR, Jan. 3. I729-20* 

SEEING your frank on the outfide, and your 
addrefs in the fame hand, it was obvious 
who was the writer. And, before I opened it, 
a worthy friend being with me, 1 told him the 
contents of the difference between us. That, 
your tythcs being generally worth five or fix 
pounds per annum^ and, by the terror of Squire- 
Ihip, frighting my agent" to take what you grad- 

oufly 
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mfly thought fit to give, you wronged me of 
half my due every year. That, having held 
From your father an ifland worth three-pence ap- 
pear, which I planted and paid two (hillings 
mnually for ; and being out of poiTeflion of the 
faid ifland feven or eight years, there could not 
poflibly be above four {hillings due to you ; fqr 
wrkich yott have thought proper to ftop three or 
four years tythe, at your own rate of two pounds 
fiircihtlUngs a year, (as I remember) and dill con- 
tinue to ftop it, on pretence that the faid iflaild 
was not furrendered to you in form : although 
you have cut down more plantations of willows, 
and abeles, than would purchafe a dozen fuch 
iflands. I told my friend, that this talent of 
Squires prevailed very much formerly in the 
country : That, as to yourfelf, from the badnefs 
of your education, againft all my advices and en- 
deavours, and from the caft of your nature, as 
well as another circumftance which I ^fliall not 
mention, I expeded nothing from you that be- 
came a gentleman : That I had expoftulated this 
fcurvy matter very gently with you : That I con^ 
ceived this letter was an anfwer : That, from 
the prerogative of a good eftate, however gottcti, 
txki the praftice of lording over a few Irifli 
wretches, and ffom the natural want of better 
thinking, I was fure your anfwer would be ex- 
tremely rude and ftupid, full of very bad lan^ 
guage in all fenfes : That, a bear in a wildemefs 
will as foon fix on a philofophei as on a cottager : 
And a'raan, wholly Toid of edmratlon, judgnient, 

or 
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or diftinftion of perfons, has no regard, 
infolcnce, but to the paffion of fear : And 
heartily, I wiflied, that to make you (hew 
humility, youif quarrel had rather been v 
captain of dragoons^ than the Dean of £ 
trick's. 

All this happened before my opening yoi 
tcr: which being read, myfriend told me 
an ill guefTer. Th^t you affirmed you de: 
me, only as a clergyman by your own confe 
ahd that you had reafon, becaufe clergymer 
tend to learning, whereiii you value yourf 
what you are an utter ftranger to. 

I took fome pains in providing and ad 
about your education , but, fince you have 
fo ill ufe of my rules, I cannot deny, tha 
cording to your own principles, your ufaj 
me is juft. You are wholly out of my da 
The weapons I ufe will do you no hurt ; 
to that which would keep nicer men in aw< 
are infenfibie. A needle againft a (tone 
:^i can make no imprcffion. Your faculty lii 

' » making bargains : Stick to that. Leave 
children a better eftate than your father left 
as he left you much more than your grandf 
left him. Your father and you are much • 
than I, who gave among you fifty years pun 
for land, for which I am not to fee one farti 
This was intended as an encouragement 
clergyman to refide among you, whenever a 
your poderity (hall be able to di(lingui(h a 
from a beaft. One thing I deiire you will I 
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right in : I do not defpife all fquires. It is true^ 
I defpife the bulk of them. But pray take no- 
tice, that a fquire muft have fome merit before! 
Ihall honour him with my contempt : For I do 
not defpife a fly, a maggot, or a mite. 

If you fend me an anfwer to this, I (hall not 
read it, but open it before company, and in their 
prefence burn it ; for no other reafon but the dc- 
teftation of bad fpelling, no grammar, and that 
pertnefs which proceeds from ignorance and an 
invincible want of taite. 

I have ordered a copy of this letter to be taken^ 
with an intention to print it, as a mark of my e^^ 
ftcem for you; which, however, peihaps I (hall 
not purfue : For I could willingly excufe our two 
names from (landing in the fame paper, fince I 
am confident you have as little defire of fame as 
I have to give it you. 

i wifh many happy new years to you and your 
family, and am, with truth. 

Your friend and humble fervant. 

Let me add fomcthing ferious : That as it is * 
held an imprudent thing to provoke valour j fo I A 
confefs, it was imprudent in me to provoke rude- 
nefs : Which, as it was my own (landing rule 
never to do, except in cafes where I had power 
W puniih it, fo my error proceeded from a bet- 
ter opinion of you than you have thought fit to 
make good. For, with every fault in your na- 
ture, your education, and your underftanding, I 
never imagined you fo utterly devoid of knowing 
fome little diftindion between perfons. 

Vol. XVI. S LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCLIX. 

WILLIAM PULTENEY ESQ^J.TO DR SWIFT. 



A' 



DEAR SIR, London^ Feb. 9. 1730. 

MoNG the many compliments I have recei- 
ved from my friends on the birth of my 
fon, I aflure you none gave me greater pleafure 
than the kind letter you honoured me with on 
the occafion. When you were laft in £ngland| 
your (lay wa$ fo ihort, that I fcarce had time^ 
and very few opportunities, to convince you how 
great a defire I had to bear fome (hare of your e- 
fteem \ but, (hould you return this fummer, I 
hope you will continue longer apiong us. Lord 
Bolingbroke, Lord Bathurft, Pope, myfelf, and 
Others of our friends, are got together in a coun- 
try neighbourhood, which would be much enli- 
vened, if you would come and live among us. 
Mrs Pulteney joins with me in the invitation, and 
^0 is much obliged to you for remembering her. 
. She bid me tell you, that (he is determined to 
have no more children, unlefs you will promife 
to come over, and chriften the next. You fee 
howmuch my happinefs, in many refpedis, de- 
pends upon your promife, I have always defired 
Pope, when he wrote to you, to remember my 
compliments i and I can aflure you with the 
greateft truth, though you have much older ac- 
quaintances, that you have not in England t 
friend that loves and honours you more than I 

dO| 
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do, or can be, with greater fincerity, than I am, 
your moft humble ^nd obedient fervant, 

W. PULTENEY. 

P, S. If any of our 'pamphlets (with which 
we abound) are ever fent over to Ireland, 
and you think them worth reading, you 
will perceive how low they are reduced in 
point of argument on one fide of the que- 
ftion. This has drove certain people to 
that laft refort of calling names. Villain, 
traitor, feditlous rafcal, and fuch ingenious 
appellations, have frequently been bellowed 
on a couple of friends of yours. Such u- 
fage has made it necefTary to return the fame 
polite language ; and there has been more 
Billingfgate fluff uttered from the prefs * 
within thefe two months, than ever, was 
known before. Upon this Dr Arbuthnott 
has wrote a very humourous treatifef , which 
be (hewed me this morning ; wherein he 
proves, from many learned inftances, that ^^ 
this fort of altercation is ancient, elegant, '* 
and claffical 5 and that what the world falfe- 
• S2 ly 

• ♦ Among tlie pamphlets publifbed wStUn that period, 
was Lord Harvey's ** Sedition and Defamation difplayed ; 
in a letter to the author of the Craftfman/' publifl^d in 
January J73>3i- ' 

t ' Probably that publiihed in the mifcellaneoasVorks 
of the late Dr Arbuthnott, Vol. I. p. 40. printed at Glail 
gow in 1731. The title of the piece is, * A brief Ac- 
count of Mr John Gingllcut's Treat ife concerning the 
Altercation^ or Scolding of the Ancients.' 
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ly imagines to be polite, is truly Gothic an4 
barbarous. He (hews faow the gods and 
goddefTes ufed one another ^ dog, bitch, and 
whore were pretty common expreffions a- 
mong them : Kings, heroes, ambafladors^ 
and orators^ abufc one another much in the 
fame way ; and he concludes, that it is a 
pity this method of abjuration ihould be loft* 
His quotations from Homer, Den[K>(Vbenes, 
.£fchines, and Tully, are admirable, and the 
whole is very humouroufly condu^d. * I 
take it for granted he will fend it you bim* 
felf, as foou as it is printed* 



LETTER CCCXLX. 

LORD B TO DR SWIFT. 
DEAR DEAN, Fei. 12. IJZ^'^^ 

I Have this moment received t letter from 
you} but it is the fir ft I<»n call a letter; 
the other fcraps wore only to dired mc to convey 
your correfpondence to others, and I thought I 
anfwered them beft by obeying your commands. 
But now you have deigned to fend nie one in 
form, with a proper beginning and ending, I 
will not wait evea for a poft-day ; but I have ta- 
ken pen and ink immediately to tell you, how 
much I think myfelf obliged to you, and how 

iincerely I am . 

Well, I might end here, if I would ; but I 

can't 
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can't part with you fo foon ; and I muft let you 
know, that as to your money affairs, though I 
have paid oflF John Gay, I ftill keep the 200I. for 
which I have given him a note. I have paid him 
intereft to this time for it, which he muft account 
to you for. Now you muft imagine, that a man, 
who had nine chililren to feed, can't long afford 
aJienos''pa/cere nummos; hut I have four or five» 
that are very fit for the table *. I only wait for 
the Lord Mayor's day to difpofe of the largeft ; 
and I (hall be fure of getting off the youngcft, 
whenever a certain great man f makes another 
entertainment at Chelfea. Now you fee, though 
I am your debtor, 1 am not without my proper 
ways and means to raife a fupply anfwerable to 
your demand. I muft own to you, that 1 fhould 
not have thought of this method of raifing mo- 
ney \ but that you feemed to point it. out to me. 
For juft at the time that fcheme came out, which 
pretended to be ^calculated only for Ireland, you 
gave me a hint in one of the envelopes [anglia 
covers] that you wiftied I might provide for my 
numerous family ; and in this laft you harp upon 
S 3 the 

♦ This alludes to a tradk of the Dean's, intitlcd, ** A 
** modeft propofal for preventing the children of poor 
** people in Ireland from being a burden to their parea^ 
'* br country, and for making them beneficial to thr 
*' public." The Dean had propofed many ufeful fchemes, 
which having been negledled, he fatirically and hnmouf* 
oufly propofes to fatten and eat the children of the poor. 
AS the only remaining expedient to prevent ipifery to 
themfel res, and render them of fome benefit to the publit.. 

t « Sir Robert Walpolc/ 
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the fame ft ring. I did immediately propofe it 
to Lady Bathurft as your advice, particularly for 
herlaftboy, which was born the plumpeft, fineft .4 
thing, that could be feen y but (he fell in a paf- 
fion, and bid me fend you word, that ihe would 
not follow your dire£tion, but that ihe would 
breed him up to be a parfon, and he (hould live 
upon the fat of the land ; or a lawyer, and then, 
inftead of being eat himfelf, he (hould devour 
others. You know women in padion never mind 
•what they fay ; but, as (he is a very reafonable 
woman, I have almoft brought her over now to 
your opinion ; and having convinced her, that as 
matters ftood, we could not polTibly mai^ntain all 
the nine ; (he does begin to think it reafonable 
the youngeft (hould raife fortunes for the eldeft. 
And upon that foot a man may perform family 
duty with more courage and zed! ; for if he 
ihould happen to get twins, the felling of one 
might provide for the other. Or if, by any ac- 
cident, whilft his wife lies in with one child, he 
ihould get a fecond upon the body of another 
woman, he might difpofe of the fatteft of the 
two, and that would help to breed up the other. 
The more I think upon this fcheme, the more 
reafonable it appears to me ; and it ought by no 
means to be confined to Ireland •, for in all pro- 
bability we (hall, in a very little time, be alto- 
gether as poor here as you are there. I believe 
indeed we (hall carry it farther, and not confine 
our luxury only to the eating of children 5 for I 
happened to peep the other day into a large af- 

fembly 
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tnbly not far from Weftminfter-hill *, and I 
und them roaftii^ a great fat fellow f . For 
J own part I had not the lead inclination to 
dice of him ; but, if I guefled it right, four in 
re of the company had a devilifh mind to be 
him. You begin now to wifti I had ended, 
hen I might have done it fo conveniently, 
^ell, adieu. 



LETTER CCCCLXI. 

MR GAY TO DK SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Londofiy March 3. 1725^30. 

' Find you are determined not to write to nvc 
• according to our laft ftipulation. Had I not 
jen every poft for fome time in expectation to 
ive heard from you, I fhould have wrote to you 
jfore, to let yo\i know the prefent ftate of your 
fairs. Let me know what I (hall do with the 
itereft-money I have received. What I have 
>ne for you, I did for myfelf, which wiH be al- 
ays the way of my tranfafting any thing for 
>u. My old varhpt play got me no money ; 
►r it had no fuccefs. I am going very foon in- 
) Wiltftiire with the Duke of Quecnfberry, 
ith intention to ftay there till the winter. Since 
had that fevere fit of ficknefs, I find my health 
squires it \ for I cannot bear the town as I could 

formerly. 

• ' The Parliament.' 
t * Sir Robert Walpolc* 
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fbrmerly^. I hope another fammer^s air and cu 
ercifc will reinftatc me. I continue to drink 
nothing but water, fo that you can*t require any 
poetry from me. I have been very feldom Jf 
broad fince I came to town, and not once at 
court. This is no reilraint upon me, for I am 
grown old enough to wiih for retirement. I £iv 
Mr Pope a day or two ago in good fpirits, and 
with good wiihes for you. We always talk of 
you ; the dodor does the fame. I have left off 
all great folks but our own family. Perhaps 
you will think all great folks little enough to 
leave off us, in our prefent (ituation. I don't 
hate the world, but I laugh at it ; for none but 
fools dan be in earned about a trifle. I amj dear . 
Sir, your's moft affeftionately. 

Direft for me at the D— - of Q^ — ,: kx Burr 
lington-gardens. 



LETTER CCCCLXIL 

THE EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 

Dover-^reet, March 4, I729-30. 

GOOD MASTER DEAN, 

IT is now above a whole year and Gz months 
(ince I have had the favour and pleafure of 
a line from your own felf ; and I have not trou- 
bled you with one from myfelf j the anfwer that 
you would naturally make is very obvious. Why 

do 
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A) you then trouble m^ now ? I reply, it is to 
: Join with my friend Mr Pope in recommending 
the perfon concerned in the inclofed propofal to 
your favour and protef^ion, and to intreat that, 
you would be fo good as to promote his intereft* 
I have not fent you any of his receipts v but will, 
when you will pleafe to let me know vHiat num- 
ber you can difpofc of : I believe that your bi- 
(hops have more learning, at leaft would be 
thought to have more, than our bench here can 
pretend to j fo I hope they will all fubfcribe. 
The perfon concerned is a worthy honed man ; 
and, by this work of his, he is in hopes to get 
free of the load which has hung upon him fome 
years : This debt of his is not owing to any fol- 
ly or extravagance of his, but to the calamity of 
his houfe being twice burnt, which he was obli- 
ged to rebuild ; and having, but fmall preferment 
in the church, and a large family of children, he 
has not been able to extricate himfelf out of the 
difficulties thefe accidents have brought upon 
hira. Three fons he has bred up well at We(U 
minfter, and they are excellent fcholars : The eld- 
eft has been one of the ufhers in Weftminfter 
fchool fincc the year 17 14. 

He is a tnan in years, yet hearty and able to 
ftudy many hours in a day. This in fhort is the 
cafe of an honeft, po6r, worthy clergyman ; and 
I hope you will take him under your proteftion. 
I cannot pretend that my recommendation (hould 
have any weight with you, but as it is joined to 
and under the wing of Mr Pope. 
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I took hold of this opportunity to write toyi 
to let you know you had fuch an bumble ferv 
in bcing> that often remembers you, and wi( 
to fee you in this ifland. My JFamily, I tbi 
God, is well : My daughter Had, laft fumin 
the fmall-pox really, and in the natural way, s 
file is not marked' at all. My wife and dauj 
tcr defire that you will accept of their hum 
fervices, and fay that they want much to 
you. 

I obeyed your commands, and did Mr "Wh 
ley all the little fervices I was capable of ; It ii 
little enough that was in my power, God kno^ 
He comes again before us foon after Eafter : '. 
feems to be in great hopes, I wi{h they may 
well-founded. 

I think it is now time to releafe you, whic 
will not do Until I have told you, I may fay 
peat to you, that I haTe a houfe for you, or hou 
room, come when you pleafe, provided you co 
foon. I am, with true refped andefteem, ji 
inoft obliged and moft humble fenrant, 

OXFOR 

Tour Lord Lieutenant would do well to encc 
rage this poor paan^ he deferves it better tb 
Buikeley. 



LETT! 
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LETTER CCCCLXIIL 

Dublin^ March 13. 1730-1. 
rOUR fituation is an odd one 5 theDutchefs 
is your trcafurcr, and Mr Pope tells me 
1 are the Duke's. And I had gone a good 
y in fome vcrfes on that occafion, prefcribing 
bns to dire£t your condu£t, in a negative way ; 
t to do fo and fo, ^c. like other treafurecsi 
nr to deal with fervants, tenantSi or neighbour* 
; 'fquires, which I take to be courtiers^ parlia- 
nts, and princes in alliance ; apd.fo.the paral-* 
goes on, but grows too long to pieafe me. I 
>▼€, that poets arc the fitteft perfons to be 
afurers and managers to great perfons, from 
ir virtues and contempt of money, (jfr.— 
ly, why did you not get a new heel to your 
c ? unlefs you would make your court at St 
nes's, by affedling to imitate the prince of 
liput.— But the reft of your letter being 
oily taken up in a very bad chara£ler of the 
tchefs, I fliall fay no more" to you, but apply 
felf to her Grace. 

Madam, fince Mr Gay aflSrms that you love 
have your own way, and fince I have the fame 
feftion, I will fettle that matter immediately, 
prevent thofe ill confequences he apprehends, 
ur Grace (hall have your own way in all pla- 
except your own houfe, and the domains a- 
it it. There, and there only, I expedk to 
re mine; fo .that you have all the woild to 

reign 
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reign in, bating only two or three hundred acres, 
and two or three houfes in toVn and cojuntry. 
I will likewife, out of my fpecial grace, certain 
knowledge, and* mere motion, allow you to be 
in the right againft all human kind except mf- 
felf, and to be never in the wrong, but when 
you differ from me. You (hall have a greater 
privil^e in the third article of fpeaking your 
mind ; which I (hall gractoufly allow you now 
. and then to do even to myfelf) and only rebuke 
you when it does not pleafe me. 

Madam^ I am now got as far as your Grace's 
letter; whtch^ having not re^d this fortnight, 
(having been out of town, and not daring to 
trull myfelf with.the carriage of it), the prefump^ 
tuous manner in which you begin had flipt out 
of my memory. But I forgive you to the fevcn- 
tieth line, where you begin to banifli me fore- 
ver> by demanding me to anfwer all the good 
jcharafter fome partial friends have given me. 
Madam, I have lived, (ixteon years in Ireland, with 
only an intermifTion of two fummers in England; 
and confequently am fifty years older than I was 
«at the Queen's death, and fifty thoufand timet 
duller, and fifty million times more peevifh, per- 
verfe, and morofe : So that, under thefc dif- 
advantages, I can only pretend to excel all your 
/Other acquaintance about fome twenty bars 
length. Pray, Madam, have you a clear voice? 
and will you let me fit at your left hand, at leaft 
within three of you ? for of two bad cars, my 
right is the bed. My groom. tcUs me that he 

likes 
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likeis your pafk, but ybiir hoUfe is too little. Can 
ttte parfon of the parifh play at backgammon, 
•and hold his tongue ? Is any oiie of your women 
a good nurfe, if I (hould farlcy rhyfelf fick foV 
four and twenty hours ? How many days will 
you maintain me and my equipage ? When thefe 
preliminaries are fettled, I muft be very poor, 
very ijck, or dead, or to the laft degree unfortu- 
nate, if I do not attend you at Aimfbury. For 
I profefs, you are the firft lady that ever I defired 
to fee, fince the firft of Auguft 17 14; and! have 
forgdt the date when that defire grew ftrong up- 
on me ; but I know I was not then in England, elfe 
I. would have gone on foot for that happinefs as 
far as to your houfe in Scotland. But I can foofl 
rccollefl: the time, by afking fome ladies here 
the month, the day, and the hour when I began 
to endiire their company: Which however I 
think was a fign of my ill judgment ; for I do 
not perceive they mend in any thing but envying 
or admiring your Grace. I diilike nothing in 
your letter but an affe£led apology for bad wri- 
ting, bad fpellingi and a bad pen, which you pre- 
tend Mr Gay found fault with ; wherein ybu af- 
front Mr Gay, you affront me, and you affront 
yourfelf. Falfe fp^lling is only excufable in a 
chaitiber-maid, for I would not pardon it in any 

of your Waiting-women. Pray God preferve 

yolir Grace and family ; and give me leave to 
cxpefl: that you will be fo jafl fo remember me 
Simong thofe who ^ave the greateft regard for 
Wrtutf, goodnefs, prudence, courage, and gene- 
VoL. XVI. T rofityj 
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rofity J after which you mud conclude, that I 
am, with the greateft refpeft and gjratitude, Ma- 
dam, your Grace's mod obedient and mod hum- 
We fervant, i^c. 



To Mr Gat. 

I have juft got your's of February 24th, with 
a poftfcript by Mr Pope. I am in great concern 
for him ; 1 find Mr Pope di£):ated to you the firft 
part, and with great difficulty fome days after 
■added the reft* I fee his weaknefs by his hand- 
•writing. How much does his philofophy exceed 
mine ; I could not bear to fee him : I will write 
to him foon. ^ 



LETTER CCCCLXIV. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, March the 31^, 1730. 

I Expect, in about a fortnight, to fet out for 
Wiltfliire, and am as impatient as you feem 
to be to have me get on horfeback. I thought 
proper to give you this intdligence, becaiife Mr 
Lewis told me laft Sunday, that he was, within 
a day or two, to fet out for the Bath j fo that 
very foon you are like to have neither of your 
cafliiers in town. Continue to direft for mc at 
Uiis boufe: The letters wUI be fent to me, 

whcre-cier 
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%licre-ever I am. My ambition at prefent is le- 
velled to the fame point that you direft me to y 
for I am every day building villakins, and have 
given over that of caftles. If I were to under* 
take it in my prefent circumftance, I (hould^ 
in the mod thrifty fcheme, foon be drained s and 
I hate to be in debt \ for i can't bear to pawn 
five pounds worth of my liberty to a taylor or a 
butcher. I grant you this is not having the true 
fpirit of modern nobility; but it is hard to cure 
tbe prejudice of education. I have made your 
compliments to Mr P— j who is very much your 
bumble fervant. I have not feen the Do^or^ 
and am not like to fee his Rouen brother very 
foon ; for he is gone to China. Mr Pope told 
me, he had acquainted the Do£lor with the mif- 
fortune of the four hermitage. My Lord Oxford 
told me, he at prefent could match your's, and 
from the fame perfon. The Dodlor wae touch- 
ed with your difappointment, and hath promifed 
to reprefent -this affair to'^ his brother at his re- 
turn from China. I aflure you, for all your 
gibes, that I wiCh you heartily good wine, though 
I can drink none myfelf. When Lord Boling-. 
broke is in town, he lodges at Mr Chetwynd's 
in Dover-ftreet. " I do not know how to direft 
to him in the country. I have been extremely 
taken up of late in fettling a fteward's account. 
I am endeavouring to do all the juftice and fer- 
vice I can to a friend j fo I am fure you will 
think I am well employed upon this pccafion. \ 
now and then have feen Jo. Taylor, who faya 
Ta he 
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he hath a den^and upon you for rent, you having 
taken his houfe in t^e cQuntry, and he heiti\g 4<> 
termincd not to let it to any bpdy elfe ; apd^ hc^ 
thinks it but reafonable, that you ihould ^th/er 
come and live, in it, or pay your rent. I neither, 
rid^ nor walk ^. but I defign to do bpith thiii 
month, an4 to become a. laudable pra^itipn^r. 

The Dutghefs wifhes fhe had feen you, a^4 
thiak^ you w.^re. in the wrong to hide yourfelf» 
and peep through the window, that day flae eam< 
tp Mr Pope's. The Duk^ tpQ is obJige4 to yo.n 
fpjr your good opinion, and i^ jfiujc humble fcr- 
yar)t. If I were to write, I am afraid I ihpuM 
incur the. difple;ifure of my fup.criors. I : can't; 
for my life think fo well of them., as they them- 
felves think they deferve. If. you. have a very, 
great. mind to plea.fe the Dutchefs, and ^t^the 
fame time to .pleafe me, I with you would write; 
a Ictfcr i^il^iV to f'^^d to her brother, Lord Corn- 
bury, to advife him in his. travels; for ihe fays, 
{he would tal&c your advice father, than mine j 
and (he remembers that you told her iri the Park, 
th^t you loved and honoured her familyr You 
always infilled upon a lady*s making advances 
to you-, I do not know whether you will think 
this declaration fufficient. Then too, when you 
were in England, fhe writ a letter to you, and i 
have been often blamed fmce for not deliver-. 
ing it. 

The day the penfion-bill was thrown oiiTt of 
tlie Houfe of Lords, Lord Bathurft fpokc with 
great applaufe. , I have not time to go to Mc 

i. . Pope's: 
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Pope's : In a da/ or two very probably I fliall fee 
bim, and acquaint him about the ufquebaugh. I 
will not embezzle your intereft-money i though, 
by looking over your accounts, I fee how money 
may be embezzled. As to my being engaged in 
an affair of this kind, I fay nothing for myfelf, 
but that I will do all I can : For the reft I leave 
Jo. Taylor to fpeak for me. To-day I dine with 
Alderman Barber, the prefent AierifF, who hold» 
his feaft in the city. Does not Charteris's mis- 
fortunes * grieve you? For -that great man is 
like to fave his life, and lofe ibme of his money.. 
A very hard cafe ! 

P» S. I am juft now come from the Alderman's 
feaft, who had a very fine dinner, and a very 
fine appearance of company.. 

The poft is juft going away.^ 



. 1* E T T E R CCCCLXV. 

j4pril 14. 173OW 

THIS is a letter extraoixlinary, to do and fay 
nothing but recommend to you (as a 
clergyman and a charitable one) a piou« and a. 
good work, and for a good and am honeft man : 
iBoreover he is above feventy, and poorj which 
you might think included- in the word tcrt^. 
I {hall think it a kindnefs done myfelf, if yoa 
T 3 can 

^ «He wa« condemned at the Old Ba^llc^oatlle27tUo|l 
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can propagate ft?r Wcftley*s fubfcription for h» 
commentary on Job, among your divines» (bh> 
(hops excepted, of whom there ia no hope), and 
among fuch as are believers, or readers of fcripr . 
ture ; even the curiotus may find fomething to 
pleafe them, ,ii they fcorn to be edified. It has 
been the labour of eight years of this leara^h 
ed man's life ; I call him what he is, a learned 
^an, and I engage you will approve his. pxofe 
more than you formerly could his poetry. Lord 
Bolingbroke is a favourer of it, and allows you 
to . do your bell to ferve a^ old Tory, and ^ 
fufferer for the church of England, though you 
are a Whig, as I am. 

We have here forae verfes in your name^ 
which I am angry at. Sure you would not ufe 
me fo ill as to flatter me. I therefore think it 
IS fomci other weak Iriihman. x 

P. S. I did not take the pen out of Pope's 
bands, I protefl: to you. But (ince h« will 
not fill the remainder of the page, I think I 
may without offence. I feek no epiflolary 
fame, but am a good deal pleafed to thinJc' 
that it will be known hereafter that you and 
I lived in th/e moft friendly intimacy together. 
— -Pliny writ bis letters for the public ; fo 
did Seneca, fo did Balfac, Voiturc, is^c. Tul- 
ly did not •, and therefore thefe give us more 
pleafure than any which have come dowin tp 
, us from antiquity. When we read them, we 
^ pry into a fecret which was inteiided to be 

kept 
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kept from us, That is a pleafure. We fee 
CatQy and Brutjis, and Pompejr,*and others, 
fuch as they really wcrcj, and not fuch as the 
gaping multityide of. their own. age tpok thieixi 
to be, or as hidpriaos apd poets h^v^ rqpre- 
fented them, to ours. That is another plea- 
fure. I remember to have fcen a proceflion at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, wherein an image of Char- 
leo^s^gne is carried on the ihoulders of a man, 

,who is hid by the long robe of the imperial 
faint. Follow him into the. veftry ; you fee 
the bearer flip frorii under the robe, and the 
gigantic figure dwindles into an image of the 
ordinary fizci and is fet by among other lum- 
ber. I agree njuch- with Pope, that our cli- 

.mate i$ rather bettex. than that you are in, 
andi perhaps your pu]>lic fpirit would be lefa 
grieved, or oftcner comforted, here than 
there. Come to us therefore on a vifit at 
leaft. It wiil not be the fault of feveral per- 
fonfii here, if. you do not come to live with* 
us. But great good will, * and Uttle power, 
produce fuch low and feeb^l^ effe£);8 as can be 
acceptable, to heaven alone, and heavenly, 
men. — I knpw you 'wjilLbe angry with me, i£ 
I fay nothing to you of a poor woman *, who 
is ftill on the other fide of the water in a moil 
lasgui0iiqg ftate of health. If fhe regains 
(Irength enough to qome, over, (and fhe is. 
better within a few v^eeks), I {hall.nuffehci:. 

ia 

^ Lad*ioliiigbrokc. 
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in this farm * with all the care and tendemeis 
pofTible. If (he does not, I muil pay her the 
laft duty of friendfliip where-ever fhe iSf Atf 
I break through the whole plan of life which 
I have formed in my mind. Adieu* I am 
moft faithfully and aflre£tionately your's. 



LETTER CCCCLXVI. 

TO LADY WORSLET. * 

MADAM, jlpril 19. y730i» 

MY Lady Carteret (if you know fuch a lady) 
commands me to purfue my own incli- 
nation J which is, to honour myfclf with wri- 
ting you a letter 5 and thereby endeavouring to- 
preferve myfelf in your memory, in fpitc mf an 
^acquaintance of more years, than in regard to 
my own reputation, as a young gentleman, I 
care to recolleft. I forget whether I 'had not 
fome reafon to be angry with your Ladyiliip 
when I was laft in England. I hope to fee you 
very foon the youngeft great-grandmother ia 
Europe : And fifteen years hence (which I fliall 
have nothing to do with) you will be at the a- 
mufement of " Rife up daughter," {sTr. You 
are to anfwer this letter, and to inform me of 
your health and humour; and, whether you 
like your daughter better or worfe, after having 

fa 

* Lord BoUngbroke'f. icat at Di^ky ia Middldc^^ 
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fo long converfed wjth the Irifh world, and fo 
little with me. Tell me w^hat are your amufc-: 
ments at prefent ; cards, court, books, vifmng, 
pr fondling (I humbjy. b^g your^ Ladylliip's par^ 
don, but it is between ourfclvcs) ypur grand-, 
children ? My Lady Carteret hath been the bed 
Queen we have known in. Ireland thefe mapy 
years ; yet fhe is mortally hated by all the young. 
girl$, becaufe (and it i$ your f^ult) (he is hand* 
fo^er than all of them together. Pray, do not 
infult poor Ireland on this occafion, for it would^ 
have been exaftly the fame thing in London. 
And therefore I (hall advife the K— g, when I^ 
go next to England, to fend no more of her fort/ 
(if fuch another can be found) for fear of turn- 
ing ail-bis loy^lf^npale fubjei^s here againd^him. 

How is our old friend Mrs Barton ? (I forget 
her nc>Y name)* I faw her. three • y^a^s ago at 
court, almoft dwindled to an echo, and hardly 
knc.wbeX| while your eyes dazizled me as much 
a^ when I fi.r(l m^t them s which, coii^Odering. 
n;iyfelf, h a greater compliment than you are a^ 
wafe of. Lwiih you may have grace to find it*. 

My Lady Carteret hath made me a prefent,^ 
\frbicb. I take to be malicious, with a defign to^ 
(land in your place. Therefore 1 would havp^ 
ypu to provide againft it by another, and.fome- 
thing of your own work, as her's is. For you^ 
know I.always exppdl advances and prefents from, 
ladies. Neither was 1 ev£r deceived in this laft, 
article by any of yqur fex but the Q^n, whom, 
^ taxed three years ago with a prefent of ten 
- * / . pounds 
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pounds value. Upon taking my leave, (he faid (he 
intended a medal for me, but it was not finiflied. 
I afterwards fent her, on her own commands, 
about five and thirty pounds worth of filk, for 
herfelf and the princeffes ; but never received 
the medal to this day. Therefore I will truft 
your fex no more. You are to prefefit my moft 
humble fervice to my old friend Sir Robert Wor* 
iley. I hope my friend Harry is welt and fat- 
tening in the fun, and continuing a batchelor to 
enrich the poor "Worflcy family. 

I command you to believe me to be^ with the 
greateft truth and refped, is^c. 



LETTER CCCCLXVII, 

LORD B — . TO DH SWIFT, 

BEAR DEAN, Jufti 30. 1730, 

I Read a letter from you fome time ago, which 
gave me infinite pleafure ; and I was going 
to return you an anfwer immediately : But when 
I fat down to write, I found my thoughts rolled 
upon the trifles, which fill the fcene of life in 
that bufy, fenfelefs place, where I then was *% 
and though I had nothing to do there, at leaft 
nothing worth doing, and time lay upon my 
hands, I was rcfolvcd to defer writing to you, 
till I could clear my head from that rubbiiby 
which every one mud contract in that place. I 

^ cannct 

^ Londsn. 
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cannot but fancy, if one of our heads were dif- 
fe£led after pafling a winter's campaign there. 
It would appear juft like a pamphlet (hop 5 you'd 
fee a colle£tion of treaties, a bundle of farces, 
a parcel of encomiums, another of fatires, 
fpeeches, novels, fermons, bawdy fongs, ad- 
drefles, epigrams, proclamations, poems, divi- 
nity-leftures, quack-bills, hiftorical accounts, 
tables, and God knows what. 

The moment I got down here, I found myfelf 
quite clear from all thofe affairs 5 but really the 
hurry of bufinefs, which came upon me after a 
ftate of idlenefs for fix months, muft excufe mc 
to you. Here I am abfolute monarch of a circle 
of above a mile round, at leaft one hundred acres 
of ground, which (to fpeak in the ftyle of one of 
your countrymen) is very populous in cattle, fiih, 
and fowl. 

To enjoy this power, which I relifli extremely, 
and regulate this dominion, which I prefer to 
any other, has taken up my time from morning 
to oight. There are Yahoos in the neighbour- 
hood ; but having read in hiftory, that the fouth- 
em part of Britain was long defended againft the 
Pifts by a wall, I have fortified my territories all 
round. That wife people the Chinefe, you 
know, did the fame thing to defend themfelves 
againft the Tartars. Now, I think on it, as this 
letter is to be fent to you, it will certainly be o- 
pened ; and I (hall have fome observations made 
upon it, becaufe I am within three miles of a 
certain calUe. Therefore I do hereby declare, 

that 
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tliat nothing herein contairied fllall eitend, or te 
conftrued to extend fo far : And furthermore, 1 
'think m yfelf in honour bound to acknowledge,that 
under oiir pfefent juft and prudent miniftry, I do 
not fear the leaft moleftation from that quarter. 
Keither are the fortificdttons afore-nientioned in 
any- wife defigned to keejp thcth oUt ; fbr I am 
well fatisfied they can brea"k through much ftrong- 
er fences than thefe, if they IhoulS have a mind 
, to it. Obferve how naturally poWer aild ddmi- 
nion are attended with fe^r and precaution 
When I am in the herd, I have as little of it a- 
l)0ut me as any body ; but no\V that I am in the 
jnidft of my own dominions, I think 6f nothing 
but preferving them, and grow fearful, lead a 
certain great man (hould take a fancy to them, 
and tranfport them into N6rfblk*, to place them 
in an iiland in one pf his new-made fifh-ponds. 
Or, if you take this for too proud a thought, I 
will only fuppofc it to be hung out under a great 
"bow-window. 

In either cafe, I muft confefs to yott, thkt I 
don't like it. In the firft place, I am ndt fure 
his new-made ground may hold good : In the 
latter cafe, I have fome reafon to doubt the foun- 
dations of his houfe are not fo folid as he may 
imagine. Now, therefore, I am not fo much in 
the wrong, as you may conceive, to defire that 
niy territory may remain where it is : For though 
I know you cou^ld urge many argiinients to fliew 
the advantages I might reap by being fo near 
: , hinii 

• * To Haughton, the f(?at of Sir Robert Walpole.' 
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bim, yet I Iiold it aa a maxifn, that be Itrho is 
contented with what he has, ought not to rifle 
tbaty even though he ihould have a chance to 
augment it in any proportion. I learned this 
from our friend Er^mus ; and the corrupt no* 
tione, that money ia power, and therefore every 
man ought to get as much as he can, in order to 
crestte more power to himielf^ have no weight 
wiih me. 

But now, to be^n my letter to you, I have re- 
ceived four bottles of ufquebaugh, and fent three 
of them to Mr Pope ; fo that i have detained on- 
ly one for myfclf. I don't believe fuch an in- 
ilance of honefty, punSuality, difmtereftednefs, 
and feif-dcnial, can be given in this age. The 
whole being in my power, I have with-held but 
the quarter part. I expeft, if ever I come to be 
a great man, you will write a vindication of me, 
whether I am afperfed or not. Till then, I re- 
main your moft faithful and mod: obedient fer- 
vaat. 



LETTER CCCCLXVIIL 

MR GAY TO D1R. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Amejburj^ near Zaltjhurj in Wilt" 
fitre, July the 4th, 1730. 

YOU tell me, that I have put myfelf out of 
the way of my old acquaintance, fo that 
:|||ilefs I he^r from you,. I can know nothing of 
Vol. XVI. . U youi 
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you. Is It not barbarous then to leave me fo long 
without writing one word to me ? If you can't 
write to mefor my fake, mcthinks you might write 
for your own. How do you know what is be- 
come of your money ? If you had drawn upon me 
when I expeftcd it, you might have had your 
money, for I was then in town ; but I am now at 
Amefbury, at the Duke of Queenfberry's. The 
Dutchefs fends you her fervices. I wifti you 
were here ; I fancy you would like her and the 
place. You might fancy yourfelf at home ; for 
we have a cathedral near us, where you might 
£nd a biihop of the fame name *• You might 
ride upon the Downs, and write conje£lures up- 
on Stonehenge. We are but five and twenty 
miles from the Bath ; and I was told this very 
evening by General Dormer, (who is here) 
that he heard fome-where or other, that you had 
fome intentions of coming there the latter feafon. 
I wife any thing would bring us together, but 
your want of health. I have left off wine and 
writing; for I really think that man muft be a 
bold writer, who trufts to wit without it. I 
took your advice ; and fome time ago took to 
love, and made fome advances to the lady you 
fent me to in Soho, but I met no return ; fo I 
have given up all thoughts of it, and have now 
no purfuit or amufement. A (late of indolence 
is what I don't like ; 'tis what I would not chufe. 

I 

* ' Dr Benjamin Hoadly Bifliop of Salisbury, vhofe 
lrrother» Dr. John Hoadly, fucceeded ArcbbilhopKlui* 
tliiC fee of Dublin, 1 9th Jjinuary 1 729-30. 
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I am not thinking of a court or preferment; foi 
I think the lady I liver with my friend, fo that I 
am at the height of my ambition. Touhave of-* 
ten told me, there fs a time of life that every one 
wiihes for fome fettle ment of his own. I have 
frequently that feeling about me, but I fancy it will 
hardly ever be my lot j fo that I will endeavour, 
to pafs away life as agreeably as I can, the way I 
am. I often wifti to be with you, or you with 
sne ; and I believe you think I fay true. I am 
determined to write to you, though thofe dirty 
fellows of the poft-oflSce do read my letters ; for 
fince I faw you, I am grown of that confequence 
to be obnoxious to the men I defpife ; fo that it 
is very probable in their hearts they think me an 
honeft man. I have heard horn Mr Pope but 
once fince I left London : I was forry I faw him 
fo feldom, but I had bufinefs that kept me from 
him* I often wifh we were together again. If 
you will not write, come. I am, dear Sir^ your'a 
mod afied^ionately. 



LETTER CCCCLXIX. 

THE EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 

mEV. SIR, Dover-^reet, Ju/y 15. 1730. 

MR Clayton telling me he was going for Ire- 
land, I could not forbear fending you a, 
few lines by him, although I may punifh you j 
yet it is fo great a pleafure to me to think of you, 
Uz and 
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and toconverfe wkh you even in this manner, fbtt 
I muft expe6t you will he fo good as to forgWe 
tbe trouble this gives you. 

I do not know what notions you entertain ef 
us here : I fear and believe you are in a very bad 
Way : This is my thought, that devoured we cer- 
tainly lba}l be ; but only this will be the dHk' 
yence, we (hall have that great favour and in- 
ftance of mercy, that we ihall have the ho- 
nour to follow you, and be the laft devoured ; 
and though this is £o plain, and 'diat demon* 
ftrable, yet we have fomany unthinking, unac- 
countable puppies among us, that to tfaeib every 
thing feems to go well as it (hould do ; and are 
fo pleafed with this thought, or rather do not 
think at all, that it is in vain to fay any thing to 
them. This is a very difagreeable fubje€l, and 
I will therefore leave it. 

My wife is, I thank God, pretty well ; her fto« 
mach is rather better than it was ; Peggy is very 
well ; both defire you will accept of their humble 
fervice. You mention your law-aflFairs : I know 
fo much of that fort of people called lawyers, 
that I pity raoft heartily any one tfcat is obliged 
to be concerned with them : If you arc not al- 
ready, I hope you will be foon fafc out of their 
hands. 

i fuppofe Mr Whalley is, by this time got fafc 
to his living, and enjoying the fruit of -his vi£b>- 
ry, peace and quietnefs. I believe he has c- 
Bough of law, of lawyers, and of lords both 

fpirituai 
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fpiritual and temporal. I hope he is well : If you 
fee him, my fervice to him. 

I wifti you would come over here, that wc 
might have the pleafure of feeing you. Why 
fhould you not pafs the winter here ? I fliould 
think it would Ee more agreeable to you than 
where you are. 

Lord Bathurft has had a fever : hut he is now 
well again. Pope I faw ycfterday : He is pretty 
well. I am, with true refpcfl and efteeni. Sir, 
you moil afiedionate humble fervant> 

OXFORIX 



LETTER CCCCLXX. 

LORD B TO DR SWIFT* 

DEAR SIR, Cirencefter^ Sept. ^. '730r 

YOU have taken all the precaution which a 
reafonable man could poffibly take, to 
break off an impercinent cprrefpondence, and yet 
it will not do. One muft be more flupid than 
a Dutch burgomafter, not to fee through the de- 
fign of the laft letter. " I fliew all your letters to 
*< our Irifh wits. One of them is going to write a 
<« treatife of Englifti bulls and blunders." And, 
for further fecurity, you add at laft, I am going 
to take a progrefs> God knows where,, and {han't 
be back again, God knows when. I have given 
you a reafonable breathing time ; and now I 
muft at you again. I receive fo much pleafure 
U 3 in 
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in reading you letters, that, according to the a- 
fual good nature and juflice of mankind, I can 
difpenfe with the trouble I give you in reading 
mine j but if you grow obftinate, and won't aa- 
fwer, 1*11 plague and pefter you, and do all I can 
to vex you. lil take your works to pieces, and 
fliew you, that it is all borrowed or ftole* Have 
not you ftolen the fweeteft of your numbers from 
Dryden and Waller ? Have not you borrowed 
thoughts from Virgil and Horace ? At leaft, I 
am fure I have feen fomething like tbem in tbofe 
books. As to your profc writings, which they 
make fuch a uoife about, they are only fome 
little improvements upon the humour you have 
fiole from Miguel de Cecvantes and Rabelais 

Well, but the ftyle, a great matter indeed,, 

for an Englifhman to value himfelf upon, that 
he can write Englifli : Why, I write £ngli£h too> 
but it is in another ftyle. 

But I won't forget your political ttafls. Yott 
may fay that you have ventured yourears^at one 
-time, and your neck at another, for the good of 
your country. Why, that other people have 
done in another manner, upon Icfs occafions,. 
and not at all proud of it. You have overturn- 
ed and fupported minifters : you have fct king- 
doms in a flame by your pen. Pray what is there 
in that, but having the knack of hitting the paf- 
iions of mankind ? With that alone, and a little 
knowledge of ancient and modern hiftory, and 
feeing a little further into the infide of things 
than the generality of men, you have made this 

buftlc 
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buftle. There is no wit in any af them : I have 
read tbcm all over, and don't remember any of 
thofe pretty flowers, thofe juft antithcfes, which 
one meets witH fo frequently in the French wri- 
ters. None of thofe clever turns upon words^ 
nor tbofc apt quotations out of Latin authors,, 
which the writers of the laft age amongftus a- 
boundedin. None of thofe pretty fimilies, which 
feme of our modem authors adorn their work^ 
with, that are not only a little like the thing thejr 
Would rlluftrate, but are alfo like twenty other 
things. In fhort, as often ii^s I have read any of 
your trafts, I have been fo tired with them, that 
1 have never been eafy till I gat_ to the end o£ 
them. I have found my brain hea^, my ima- 
gination fired, juft as if I was drunk. A pretty 
thing indeed fur one of your gown to value bim- 
(elf upon, that, with fitting ilill-an h^ur in hig 
ftudy, he has often made three kingdoms drunk 
at once. 

I have twenty other points to maul you upon, 
if you provoke me $ but if you are civil, and 
good-natured, and will fend me a long, a very 
long letter, in anfwer to this, I will let you alone 
a good while. Well, adieu. If I had a better 
pen, I can tell you that I Ihould not have con- 
cluded fo fooa. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCLXXr. 

LADY B G • TO DR SWIFT. 

London f S^pt. 19. 1730. 

HAD I not not been retired into the country) 
your's (hould have been anfwered long ago. 
As to your poetefs, I am her obliged fenrant, 
and muft confefs the fad is juft as you ftate it. 
It is very true, I was gaming : and upon the dap- 
per youth's delivering nie a paper, which I juft 
opened, found they were verfes : fo flunk them 
into my pocket, and there truly they were kept 
exceeding private ; for I cannot accufe myfelf 
of (hewing them to a mortal. But let me aflure 
you, it was not out of modelly, but in great 
hopes that the author would have divulged them; 
which, you know^ would have looked decenter 
than trumpeting my own fame. . But u feems, oik- 

. happily, 



* This lady wai daugliter of the Earl of Berkeley, erne 
of the Lords Juftices of Ireland in i699« with whom Sr . 
Swift went over as chaplain and private fecretary> He 
liVed in his Lordfhip's family at the caftle of DuBlin; 
and Lady Betty Berkeley finding a ballad on the game tf 
traffic unfiniihed upon Swift's cable, added a (lanzaof 
raillery upon him^ and left the paper where ihe foaad itl 
This occaiioned another ballad of Swift's, to the tune of 
the ctit-pnrfe. The ballad on traffic is to be found a- 
mongft the poilhumous pieces. Vol. VI. and that to the 
tune of the cut purfe in Vol VI. Bat. edit. I7S4» 8^» 
Lady Betty Berkeley married Sir John Cermaini Baronet> 
of Drayton, in Northamtonihire. 
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liappily, wc were both bit, smtf judged wrong rf 
^ch other. However, fmcc jon defirc it, you 
nay be very fare (he flwrfi not fail txf my eirtrca- . 
:tcs to bis Orace the Duke of Dorfet for her, 
rhough you have not yet let me into the fecret 
wrhat her requeft is; fo till my Loi'd Carteret does 
[lis part, or that I hear from )0u again, it will 
3e but a blind fort of a petition. I have not 
feen his Grace this gteat whiie, tim) he is now at 
"Syj'indfor, and I chufe rather to fpcak to him on 
ill accOTints, having not fo fine a talent at wri- 
ting. But as you are commonly efteemed by 
^fe, who pretend to know yon, to have a to^ 
bnible feare of honefty and brains, I do notque-^ 
Rhion yovr doing what k right by him, nor bis 
paying you all the civility and kindnefB you can 
ikrfir^. Nor will I hope their influence ever can 
nabe him do otherwife, though he has ^e un- 
Eftibionable quality of eftecming bis oW friends; 
Mt however partial to them, yet notto bebiafled 
kgainft hi6 own fenfe and judgment. The con^ 
leqnence of tbi-s, I hof>e, will bt your coming 
io England, and meeting often witb him, -(in 
Lady Betty'« chamber *), where the happy com- 
^tion f (hall encrt her (kill in ordering dinner; 

and 

• Alluding to the firA line of Francis Harrit's petltioa. 
See Vol. VI. of S\vift's worjis, Bathurft'j edit. I75'1* ^vo, 

t Mrs Biddy Floyd. Tliis cxpreffion allades to the 
idl verfe of a little poem of8wift« in titled, A receipt 
o form a beauty, and called " Tbe happy cnrepofition 
' Floyd." This lady is mentioned in. the ballad on the 
;amc of traffic, as being one of the party at Lord Berk*^ 
e/au and at this time lived with Lady Betty. 
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and I won't miftake oil of amber for tbe Spirit 1 1 

of It) but continue, as I ever was, your fincere e 

friend, as well as faithful humble fenrant^ \ 

E G 



LETTER CCCCLXXn. 

UK GAT TO DR SWIFT. 
jime/hury, near Salt/kury^ Nov. Z. t73<>» 

DEAR SIR, 

SO you lire determined never to write to me 
again ; but, for all that, you (hail not make 
tne hold my tongue. You (hall hear from me 
(the pod-office willing) whether you will or 
no. I fee none of the folks you correfpond 
with, fo that I am forced to pick up intelligence 
concerning you, as I can ; which hath been fo 
very little, that I am refolved to make my come 
plaints to you as a friend, who Lknow lovei to 
relieve the diftreifed : and in the circumftances ( 
am in, where (hould 1 apply, but to my beft 
friend ? Mr Pope indeed, upon my frequeiit in* 
quiries, hath told me, that the letters, which arc 
dire3ed to him, concern me as much as himfelf : 
But what you fay of yourfelf, or of me, or to me, 
I know nothing at all. Lord Carteret was here 
yefterday, on his return from the Ifle of Wight, 
where he had been a-(liooting, and left feven phea^ 
fants with us. He went this morning to the 

^athj 
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Bath, to Lady Carteret, who is'perfeftly recover- 
ed. He talked of you three hours Jaft nighty 
and told me that you talk of me. I mean, that 
you are prodigioufly in his favour, as he fays, 
and I believe, that I am in your's ; for I know 
you to be a juft and equitable perfon, and it is 
but my due. He feemed to take to me, which 
may proceed from your recommendation 5 though, 
indeed, there is another reafon for it, for he is 
now out of employment, and my friends have been 
generally of that fort : fori take to them, as being 
naturally inclined to thofe who can do no mifchief. 
Pray do you come to England this year ? He thinks 
you do. I wifh you would ; andfo does the Dutch- 
els of Queenfberry. What would you have more 
to induce you ? Your money cries, Come fpend 
xnc ; and your friends cry. Come fee us. I have 
been treated barbaroufly b^ you. If you knew 
how often I talk of you, how often I think of 
you, you would now and then direft a letter to 
xnc, and I would allow Mr Pope to' have a fliarc 
in it. In fliort, I don't care to keep any man's 
xnoney that fervcs me fo. Love or 'money I muft . 
have ; and if you will not let me have the comfort of 
cite, I think I muft endeavour to get a little com- 
fort by fpending fome of the other. I muft beg, 
thaf you will call at Amefbury, in your way to 
London; for I have many things to fay toyou: and 
J can affurc you, you will be welcome to a threer 
pronged fork. I remember your prefcription, 
and I do ride Upon the Downs \ and, at prefent, 
I have; no aftbiaa. I have killed^ five brace of 

partridges, 
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partridges, and foiir brace and half odFquaids, and 
I do not envy either Sir Robert or Stephen 
Duck *, who is the favourite poet of the cDOtt 
I bear fometimes from Mr Pope, asd &om fcawce 
any body elfe* Were I to live ever fo long, I 
believe I (hoi&ld never think of London; but I 
cannot help thinking of yoivu Were you here, 
I could talk to you, but I would not fcnr youf *, 
you. (hall have all youjr Q^xre of talk> which was 
never allowed you at Twickenham* You know 
this was a grievance you often complaiaed jof i 
and fo, in revenge, you make me write all, and 
anfwer nothkig. I beg you to make my com- 
pliments to Dr Delaney. I am, dear Sir, your's 
mod affe£tianately, 

J. GAY. 

I ended the letter as above, to go to the Dut- 
chefs, and ihe told me, I might go down, and 
come a quarter of an hour hence. I had a defign 
to have aiked her to fign the invitation that I 
brave made you. As I don't know how much 
&e may have to fay to you,^ I think it will be 
prudent to leave off, that (he may not be ftiuted 
for want of room. So much I will fay,, that 
whether ihe figns it or no, both the Duke and 
Dutchefs would be very glad you would coose 

to 

* Stephen I>uck was. a poor tbrefliCTf wlio \nmng 
written fome vcrCcs, they were^flie^^ed to the late Qaeei^ 
who made him her library keeper at Ric))ixi(.iid. He 
«fterwurds took orders, and was preferred to a lirlog. 
>U growing melancholy ^ h« tt lafb a ^ 'o w iied himfeit' ' 

t Wr G*y ^^ referred ia hi* coaverfatioa. 
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to. Adwe&ury 5 an4 y W .iwA be: |>^r%4^ ^^at I . 
Cay this .witAfcOWti ttw. icaft prj^fttc yi^y. JF^ 
v,hat is> U to W€; wi^ctber ypn co^epr^H^t f ffa*^ 
1 can write to yow,.yAW.k,npw:. . ' 

P. S. By the Dwt^pheifs of Q^jrrrfT — . 

I would iwx h^y^ yovi cpmf.. . I/Can*tifay..ypu'll 

. be welcome i for 1 4on't. jk^i^ ypu, ^ p^r- 

' }^p8 i ihali' HQt J^ you j tut if t dq npj, (awi^ 

. l€ft ypu are a very yain perfo9), ypu fti^l ki^ow 

<9y tboi\ght& a$ fopn as |.do c^yf^. 

L E t T P R QCCCLXXHI, 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR. SIR, {Jni^rfidy N^» i730'] 

THE paflage in Mr Pope's letter about your 
health does not alarm me : both of us 
have had the diftemper thefe thirty years. I 
have found-that fteel, the warm gvms, and the 
Bath, all do good in it. Therefore, firft take 
the vomit A 5 Aen, every day, the quantity of 
. a nutmeg, in a morning, of the eleftuary marked 
B ; with five fpoonfuls of the titi^ure mark- 
ed D. Take the tinfture, but not the elec- 
t\iary, in the' afternoon. You may take one of 
the pills marked C, at any time (when'you arc 
troubled with it) or thirty of the drops marked 
E, in any vehicle, ev^n water. 1 had a fervant 
Vol. XVI. . X of 
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of my own> that was cured merely with vomit*' 
ing. There is another medicine not mentioned| 
' which you Way try; the pulvis rad. Valerlatut 
fylveftris, about a •fcruple of it twice a-day. How 
came you to take it in your head that I was 
Queen's phyfician ? When I am fo, you (hall be 
a bifliop, or any thing you have a mind to. Pope 
is now the great reigning poetical favourite. Tour 
Lord Lieutenant * has a mind to' be well with 
you. Lady Betty Germain complains you have 
not wrote to her fince fhe wrote to you. I have 
ihewed as much civility to Mrs Barber as I could» 
and (he likewife to me. I have no more paper, 
but what ferves to tell you that I am, with great 
Cncerity, your moft faijthful humble fervant, 

J. ARBUTHNOTT. 

I recommended Dr Helfliam to be phyfician 
to the Lord Lieutenant. I know not what ef- 
fed it will have. 

A. 
S> Fulv. rad. ipocacoanae, 9. 
B. 
S. Conferv. flavedin. aurant. ab^nth. Rom. ana 
5 vi. rubigin. Martis in poHin. redadl. 5iij. 
fyrup e fucco kcrmes, q. f. 
C 
lg» Af. foetid. 5ij* tin£tur. caftor. q. f. fiant pi- 
lulse xxiv. 

D. 
& Cortic. Peruvlani ele£t. rubigin. Martis ana 

• Th: Duke of DoriVt. 
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a^ij. digere tepide in vini alb. Gallic.'tb ij* p^f* 
24 boras : poftea fiat colatura. 
- E. 

S» Sp. cor. cerv. fp. laYCndul. tin£lur. caftor. ana 
3ij. mifcc. , . 

[As thefe receipts may poflibly be ufeful to 

£otAe perfon troubled witb tbe Dean'^ complaint 

of gid4inefs, Dr Arbnthnott's receipt of bitter^ 

for ftrengthening the ftomach, is added^] 

Take of zadpary root one drachm ; galangal and 

,Romaa wormwood, of each two; . dcachms ; 

: orange-peel, a drachm; iefler cardamon 

feedsj. two fcruples. Infufe all in ^a quart 

pf boiling fpring- water for iix hours : flrain 

it off, and add to it four ouiices of greatqr 

compound wormwood-water. 



L E T. T E R CCCCLXXIY. 

Dublin f Nov. lO;. 1730. 

WHEN my Lord Pcterborow, in the Queen's 
time, wCiiit abroad upon his embaiEeSf 
tbe miniftry, told me, that he was fucfa » vagraijit, 
they were forced to write at him by.guefs, fee- 
caufe they knew not where to write io him. 
This is my cafe with you ; fometimejs in Scot- 
land, fometimes at Ham-walks, fometimes God 
knows where. You are a man of bufinefs, and 
not at leifure for infignificant correfpondence. 
It was I got you the employment pf being my 
X a Lord 
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hbtdtynke^s^ primer htiftlftres for hfe- Grace 'ha- 
ving heard how good a nranager you were of my 
revenue, thought you fit to be entrufted with ten 
-tateflts, I have had twtfnty times a ftrong iircK- 
nation to fpend a fummcr near Salifbufy-^ddifns, 
haying rode over them more than once, and, 
^it'h a yourtg parfon of Salifbtiry,^feckoti*(t<wc€ 
thcftohtf^ bf Stonehenge, \^hich'arc tMiti irfnc- 
ty-t\TO or Atn'^ty three. I d^fire to prcfent m^ 
mod httmble acknowledgmeiits to my L»dy 
•Datfchcfei in rfcturn of h^r civility, I hear arf ill 
tfil tig. t!ifa6 fhe is ftiater piilShrHjUid falchribr. I 
Ticvef'fa*' B€Jr flnce ite #a^ a- glfl; tnil lirould 
^e'ihgry (Ht fhbttfd excel htf inotter^ 'whb wa» 
Ibfrg' my ^rincii)al goddefi." I d^Ar^ yott will 
tefl her «raie6, that the? ill riMif<«g*tt*eilt bf*fork» 
is not to be helped j vfhttt they arfe-^Wlf Mdential, 
which happens in all poor houfes, efpecially 
thofe of poets 5 upon which account a knife was 
abfohhciy tt^cedaff at Mr Popt^s, 'whlifcrc It was 
morally impoffible with a bidential fork to con- 
vey i ihdrfel of btftf, with the incumbrance of 
tAiiftaird and tuMiipsj ' intd your sioiifeli sA dnce. 
Aiidhei- Grace hath coft xne thirty pounds'to 
prbtidc Itidcms, for fear bf ofFending Kcr ; whicll 
fam I defi*"^ the- will pleafc to return 'me. -^-=-^1 
•am-fick fenottgh to go to the Bath, but Have iK?t 
heard it will be gbbd formy difoi-dcr, I bave'i 
ftrong ihiiid to fpend my 200 1. neit fumtnerin 
France. I ani glad I have it, for there is harcHy 
twice that fum left in this kingdomi You want 
ho ftttlemci!t<I call the family whtrq you IWe, 

and 
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ana the foot you are upon, a fettlcment) till you 
increafe your fortune to what will fupport you 
^th eafe and plenty, a good houfe and a garden. 
The want of this I much dread for you. For I 
bave often known a (he-coufin, of a good family 
and fmall fortune, pafling months among all her 
relations, living in plenty, and taking her circles, 
till (he grew an old maid, and every body weary 
of her. Mr Pope complains of feldom feeing 
you : But the evil is unavoidable ; for different 
circumftances of life have always feparated thofe 
whom friendfhip would join. God hath taken 
care of this, to prevent any progrefs towards real 
happtnefs here, which would make life more de- 
firable, and death too dreadful. I hope you have 
now one advantage that you always wanted be- 
fore, and the want of which made your friends 
as uneafy as it did yourfelf ; I mean the remo- 
val of that folicitude about your own aiFairs, 
which perpetually filled your thoughts, and dif- 
turbed your convcrfation. For if it be true 
what Mr Pope ferioufly tells me, you will have 
opportunity of faving every groat of the intereft 
you receive ; and fo by the time he and you 
grow weary of each other, you will be able to 
pafs the reft of your winelc-fs life in eafe and 
plenty, with the additional triumphal comfort of 
never having received a penny from thofe tafle- 
kfs ungrateful people from whom you deferved 
fo much, and who deferve no better geniufes than 
thofe by whom they are celebrated. If you fee 
Mr Caefar, prefent my humble fervice to him ; 
X 3 and 
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■and let him 'kndtr that the fcrub lihtl'^nntti'W' 
gaiuft ipe here^ and reprinted in London, for 
whieh he (hewed a kind concern- to a friend of 
us both, wag written by myfelf, and fent to i 
Whig printer. It was in the ftyle and genius of 
fuch fcoundrels, when the humour of libellihg 
ran in this (train tgainft a friend #f mine Whom 
you know.-; — ^-But my paper is ended. 



LETTER CCCGLXXV. 

TO THE EARL OF CHESTiRFIELO^ 

"lA-Y^oRD, Nov. lo. 1730% 

I WAS pofiri^fely advifed by a friend, whofe 0- 
pinion hath much weight with me, and who 
hatB a great veneration for your Lord(hip, to 
venture k letter of folicitation : And it is the 
firft recjueft of this kind that 1 ever made fincc 
the public changfes, in times, perfons, iheafure^ 
and opinions, drdve me itlto diftance and obfcu- 
rity. 

There is an hbneft man, whofe name is 
Launcelot ; he hath been long a fervant to my 
Lord Suflex : He married a relatioil of mine, i 
widow, with ft tolerable jointure, which depend- 
ing upon a leafe which the Duke of Gtaftoh fuf- 
fered to expire about three years ago, funk half 
her little fortune. Mr Laiincelot had m^nf 
promifes from the Duke of Dorfet, while hip 
Grace held that office which is how- in yotti: 

liOrd&ip; 



'*§•• 
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Le/dfhip* ; bat Ifaey all failed, after tfte ufual 
fete that the bulk of couit-fuiters mull expei^; '. 

I am very fenfible that I have no acianher of 
claim to the leaft favour from your Lordftiip^ 
whom I have hardly the honour to be known to, 
although you were always pleafed to treat me 
with much humanity, and with more diftinftion 
than I could pretend to defcrve. I am Hkewife 
confcious-of that demerit which I have largely 
fhared with all thofe who concerned themrelTts^ 
in a courtand miniftry, whofe maxims and pro-* 
ceeding^ have b«cn ever fmce fo much exploded* 
But your Lordihip will grant me leave to fay^ 
that in thofe times, when any perfonsof the e- 
je£led party catne to court, and were of tolerable 
confequence, they never failed to fucceed in any 
reafonable requeft they made for a friend. And 
when I fometimes added my poor fi^Hcitati^ns, I 
ufed to quote to the then miniflers a paifage in the 
gofpd. The poor (meaning their own depend- 
ents) j^iy few alivajs nvith y&tiy &c. 

This is th^ ftw>hgeft afgaittient I have tb in- 
treat your LoirdChip^s fatt)ur for Mr Launcelot; 
trho is i perfeft honeft man, and as loyal as you 
could v^ifk. His wife, itiy neiar relation, hath 
bteii liiy favourite from her youth, and as dte- 
ferving as it is pofiible for one of her level. It 
is undfevftobd that fome little cmployhients abbttt 
the c<>1lrt may be often in yoUr L6Vd<hip's dif- 
pofal; and that my Lord SuflexNiirili give Mir 

La\jnicelot 

• The tafl ofClicflcrfieW was mil LVJrd tUWzi^'i^ 
Hs Majcfty's boufeliold. 
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Launcelot the cbarafber he defer^es : And thcA 
let my petition he (to fpeak in my own trade) i 
drop in the hucket. 

Rememher, my Lord^ that although this Iet# 
ter be long, yet what particularly concerns my 
requeft is but of a few lines. 

I {hall not congratulate with your Lordihip 
upon any of your prefent great employments, 
or upon the greateil that can poflibly be given to 
you ; becaufe you are one of thofe very few who 
do more honour to a court, than you can pof- 
fibly receive from it: AVhichrl take to be a 
greater compliment to any court than it is to 
your Lordfliip. I am. 

My Lord, isfc. 



LETTER CCCCLXXVL 

Dublin f Nov. 19, 1730. 

I Writ to you a long letter about a fortnight 
pad, concluding you were in London, from 
whence I underftood one of your former was 
dated. Nor did I imagine you were gone back 
to Ameihury fo late in the year ; at which fea- 
fon I take the country to be only a fcene for 
thofe who have been ill ufed by a court, on ac- 
count of their virtues ; which is a date of hap- 
pinefs the more valuable, becaufe it is not ac- 
companied by envy, although nothing deferves 
it more. I would gladly fell a dukedom to lofc 
favour in the manner their Graces have done. 

I 
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{ belleie my Lord Gdrteret^ fihce he k no Ion j^ 
cr Lieutenant, may not wiih^me ill ^ and I have 
told him often, that I only hated him as Lieu-- 
•tenant. I confefs he had a genteeler manner of 
binding the chaiiis of this kingdom than tnoftof 
liis predecefibrs ; and I confefs it the fame tinie^ 
that be had fix times a regard to my#6comnhen- 
dation, by preferring fo many of my ftiends ill 
the cbttreh. The t\ro laft aQ:6 of bis favour 
wire, to add to the drgnitieft of Dr £)elahy and 
Mi Stopford , the laft of whom wa», by yclti 
«nd Mr Pof c, pttt into Mr Piiltenefy's hands. I 
told yoii in my Uft^ that ai eontirtb^hce of gid^ 
4ihefs (thouj^h not in a violent degree) pfevertt^ 
ed my thoughts of England At preferit. ^ For, iifl 
my eafe, -a domeftic lifei ii necdlfilry j whefe I 
can, with the centurion, fay to my fertant, Go^ 
and he g-oeth s and, Do ihis, and he doth it* 
I now hate -all people vrhom^I cannot tomnlandy 
md cofifbqtiehtly a dutchefs is at this tithe the 
batefulleft lady in the world to me, one only ex- 
fccpted^ and 1 beg her Grace's pardon for that 
teception ; for, in the way I fnean, her Grace 
is tdn thoufand times mOre hateful. I eonfeft 
I begin to apprehend you \Vill fquander my mo- 
ney, becaufe I hope you never lefs wanted it ; and 
if you go on with fucccfs for two years longer, 
I fear I fliall not have a farthing of it left. The 
Do£tor hath ill informed me, who- fays th£t Mr 
Pope is at prcfent the chief poetieal favourite 5 
yet Mr Pope himfelf talks like a philofopher^ 
and one wholly retired* But the vogue of out 
. . few 
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few honeft folks here is, that Duck is abfolutely 
to fucceed Eufden in the laurel ; the contention 
being between Concannen, ot Theobald, or 
fome other hero of the Dunciad. I ne^er char- 
ged you for not talking j but the dubious (late 
of your affairs in thofe days was too much the 
fubje£l, and I wifli the Dutchefshad been the 
voucher of your amendment. Nothing fo much 
contributed to my eafe as the turn of afiairs after 
the Queen's death ; by which all my hopes be- 
ing cut off, I could have no ambition left unleft 
I would have been a greater rafcal than happen* 
cd to fuit with my temper. I therefore fat down 
quietly at my morfel, adding only thereto a prin* 
ciple of hatred to all fucceeding meafures and 
miniftries, by way of fauce to reliih my meat : 
And I confefs one point of conduft in my Lady 
Dutchefs's life hath added much poignancy to it. 
There is a good Iriih pra£lical bull towards the 
end of your letter, where you fpend a dozen 
lines in telling me you muft leave off, that' yom 
may give my Lady Putchefs room to write, and 
fo you proceed to within two or three lines of 
the bottom ; though I would have remitted you 
my 200 1. to have left place for as many more. 

To the Dutchefs. 

Madam, 
My beginning thus low is meant as a mark ^f 
xefpeft, like receiving your Grace at the bottom 
€f the itairs. I am glad you know your duty ; 

for 
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for it hath been a known and eftabliflicd rule a- 
bove twenty years in England, That the firft ad- 
vances have been conftantly made me, by all 
ladies who afpired to my acquaintance, and the 
greater their quality, the greater were their ad- 
vances. Yet I know not by what weaknefs I 
have condefcended gracioiiffy to difp^nfe 'with 
you upon. this important article. Though Mr 
Gay. will tell you, that a namele^ perfon * fent 
me eleven mefiages before I woutS yield to a vi- 
fit: I mean a perfon to whom he is infinitely 
obliged for being the occafion of the happinefs 
he now enjoys, under the prote&ioJP and favour 
of my Lord Duke and your Grace. At the fame 
time, I cannot forbear telling you. Madam, that 
you are a little imperious in your manner of ma- 
king your advances. You fay, perhaps you (hall 
not like me : I affirm you are miftakin, which 
I can plainly demonftrate ; for I have certain in- 
telligence, that another perfon diflikes me of 
late, with whofe likings your*s have not for fomc 
time paft.gone together. However, if I (hall 
once. have the honour to attend your Grace, I 
will, out of fear and prudence, appear as vain 
as I can, that I may not know your thoughts of 
jne. This is your own dire£tion, but it was 
needlefs ; for Dioigenes himfetf would be vain, 
to have received the honour of being one mo- 
ment of his lif^ in the thoughts of your Gr^cc. 

LETTER 

. • Tkc Princeff of Walef, aftcnrard ftnecM Ctroliac . 



LETTER eCCCLXXVir. 

TO THP CpUNTt^S or SVFFOI^K. 

UAJ>AM» Nov* 21. I73^. 

I DO now pity tfe^ Icijfur^ you have to read 
a letter from me, and tbis letter ftiall be a 
fciftory. Firft, therefore, I call you to witncfs 
thflt.I did not attend on the Q^n tilllhad 
received her own repeated mefiages ; which," of 
courfe, occafioned my being introduceil to you. 
I never aflced anything, till, upon leaving Eng- 
land the firft time, I defired -from you a piefent 
worth a guinea, and from her Majcfty one 
worth ten pounds, by way of a memorial. Tour*i 
i received"; and the Q^-n, upon my taking 
leave of her, made an excufe that fhc had in- 
tended a medal for me ; which not being ready, 
ihe would fend it m^ the Chriftmas following: 
Yet this was never done,, nor at all reroembeied 
when I went back to England the next year, 
and, by her commands, attended her as I had 
done before. I muft now tell you, Madam, that 
I will receive no medal from her Majefty, nor 
any thing lefs than her pidure at half lengtbi 
drawn by Jervas ; and if he takes it frdm ano- 
ther original, the Q^n (hall fit at leaft twice for 
him to touch it up. I deCre you w41Met her 
Majefty know this in plain words, although I 
have heard that I am under her pleafure. But 
this U a ufual thing with princes as well as mi- 

mftersi 
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nifters, upon every falfe reprefentaftion j and fo 
I took occaiion to tell .the Q^n, upon the quar- 
rel Mr Walpole had with our friend Gay, the 
firft time I ever had the honour to attend her. 

Againft you I have but one reproach : That 
when I was lad in England, and juft after the 
prefent King's accelTion, I rdtolved to pafs that 
fununer in France, for which I had then a moil 
lucky opportunity, from which tfaofe who Teem- 
ed to love me well diiTuaded me, by your ad- 
vice : And when I fent you a note, conj-uring 
you to lay afide the charader of <a courtier and 
•SL favourite upon that occasion, your anfwer po- 
fitively dire£led me not to <go in that jun^iure ; 
and you faid the fame thing to my friends, who 
feemed to have power of giving tne hints, that 
I might feafonably hope for a fett^ynentin Eng- 
land. Which, God knows, was no very great 
ambition, conddering the ilation I fliould leave 
here, of greater dignity, and which might 
have eafily been managed to be difpofed of as 
the Q^n pleafed. If thefe hints came from 
- you, I affirm you then a£led too much like a 
courtier. But I forgive you, and efteem you as 
much as ever. You had your rcafons, which I 
ftiall not inquire into ; becaufe I always believed 
you had fome virtues, befides all the accompUfh- 
ments of mind and perfon that can adorn a 

lady. 

I am angry with the Q^n for facrificing my 
friend Gay to the miftaken piques of Sir Robert 
Walpole, about a libel written againft him, al- 

VqL. XVI. Y though 
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, though he was convinced at the fame time of 
Mr Gay's innocence, and although, a« I faid be- 
fore, I told her Majeftjr the whole ftory. Mr 
Gay deferved better treatment amongft you, up- 
on all accounts, and particularly for his excellent 
unregarded fables, dedicated to Prince William, 
which I hope his Royal Highnefs will often read 
for his inftrudiion. I wiih her Majefty would a 
little remember what I largely faid to her about 
Ireland, when, before a witnefs, ihe gave me 
leave, and commanded me to tell here what (he 
fpoke to me upon that fubjeft j and ordered me, 
that if I lived to fee her in her prefent ftation, 
to fend her our grievances, promiftng to read my 
letter, and do all^good offices in her power for 
this miferable and mod loyal kingdom, now at 
the brink o^uin, and never fo near as now. As 
to myfelf, I repeat again, that I never afked any 
thing more than a triRe, as a memorial of fome 
diftindion which her Majefty gracioufly feem- 
cd to make between me andevery common clergy- 
man : But that trifle was forgotten, according to 
the ufual method of princes, although I was 
taught to think myfelf upon a foot of pretending 
to fome little exception. 

As to yotrfelf, Madam, I moft heartily con- 
gratulate with you for being delivered from the 
toil, the envy, the flavery, and vexation of a 
favourite, where you could not always anfwer 
the good intentions that I hope you had, Yott 
will now be Icfs teafed with felicitations, one of 
the greateft evils in life. You poffefs an eafy 

employment, 
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employment, with quiet of mind, although it be 
by no means equal to your merit : And if it 
(hall pleafe God to eftablifli your health, J believe 
and hope you are too wife to hope for more. 
Mr Pope hath always been an advocate for your 
fincerity, and even I, in the charafter I gave you 
of yourfelf, allowed you as much of that virtue 
as could be expelled in a lady, a cOurtier, and a 
favourite. Yet I confefs, I never heartily pledg- 
ed your health as a toaft upon any other regards 
than beauty, vnt, good fenfe, and an unblemiih- 
ed chara£^er. For as to friendfhip, truth, fin- 
cerity, and other trifles of that kind^ I never con- 
cerned myfelf about them ; becaufe I knew them 
to be only parts of the lower^orals, which are 
altogether ufelefs at courts. I am content that 
you ihouldtell the Qj-n all I havn faid of her^ 
and in my own words, if you pleafe. 

I could have been a better prophet in the cna- 
ra£ler I gave you of yourfelf, if it had been good 
manners, in the height of your credit, to put you 
in mmd of its mortality. For you are not the 
firft, by at lead three ladies, whom I have known 
to undergo the fame turn of fortune. It is al- 
lowed that ladies are often very good fcaffold- 
ings, and I need not tell you the ufe that fcafFold- 
ings are put to by all Guilders, as well political as 
mechanic. I Ihould have begun this letter by 
telling yom^that I was encouraged to write it by 
my bell friend, and one of your great admirers; 
who told me, that, from fomething that had paf- 
fcd between you, he thought you would not re- 
Y 2 ceive. 
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ceive it ilL After all, I know no perfon of your 
f«x, £or whom I have fo great an efteem, as I do 
aud believe I ihall- always continue to bear tot 
you, I mean a private perfon ^ for I muft except 
the Q^n, and it is not an exception of form: 
becaufe I have really a great veneration for her 
great qualities, although I have reafon to com* 
plain of her condud: to me i which I could not 
excufe, although ihe had fifty kingdoms to go- 
vern. I have but room to conclude with my 
fincere proCeiEons of beings with true tetpcQif 
Madam, 

Your moft- obedient 
bumble iectazkt* 



LETTER CCCCLXXVm. 

TO LAIXT SANTRY. 

M AD A nr, ^73^' •^^ ^ cmjeiturf. 

MY reafon for waiting on you, fome time 
ago, was grounded on the efteem I al- 
ways had for you} which continued ftill the 
fame, although I had hardly the lead acquain* 
tance with your Lord, nor was at all defirous 
to cultivate it, becaufe I did not at all approve of 
his condufl. In two or three days, after 1 faw 
you at Sir Compton Domviile's houfe,**Wl my ac- 
quaintance told me bow full the town was of the 
vifit I had made you, and the cruel treatment 
yo^ received from me, with relation to your fon. 
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I will not believe your Ladjrihip was fo weak as 
to fpread thia complaint yourfelf, but I lay it whol- 
ly to thofe two young women who were then 
in the fame room, -I fappofe as vifitors. But if 
you were really difcontented, and thought to 
publifh your difcontent in aggravating words, I 
muft cut ofFat leaft nine tenths of the friendihip 
I had for you, and lift you in the herd of Irifh 
ladies, whofe titles, or thofe of their hufbands, 
!with me never have the weight of a feather^ or 
the value of a pebble. I imagined you had fo much 
fenfe as to underftand, that all I faid was intend- 
ed for the fervice both of you and your fon. I 
have often fpoke-n muifli more fevetely to perfons 
of much higher \ quality than your fon, and 
ha a kingdom where to be a lord is of import- 
ance •, and I have received hearty thanks, as well 
as found amendment. One thing I fhall obferve, 
upon your account ; which is, never to throv« 
away any more advice upon any Irifli lord, or 
his mother ; becaufe I thought you. would be 
one of the laft to deceive me> 

I called four times at the. hou(e. where you 
lodge, and you were always denied,, by which I 
fuppofe, you. would have me think you are an- 
gry J whereas I am the perfon who ought to 
complain, becaufe all I feid to yoU; proceeded 
from friendfliip, and a.defire of reforming your 
fon.. But that.de.fire is now utterly at an eijd. 



LET TEE. 
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LETTER CCCCLXXIX. 

M& GAT TO DR SWIFT. 

BEAR SIR, Amejburyj Die. 6. 1730. 

BOTH your letters, to my great fatisfaftion, 
I have received. You were miflaken as to 
my being in town ; for I have been here ever 
fince the beginning of May. But the beft way 
IS to dire£l your letters always to the Duke's 
houfe in London ; and they are fent hither by 
his porter. You fay, we deferve envy : I think 
we do ; for I envy no man^ either in town or out 
of it. We have had fome few vifitors, and every 
one of them fuch, as one would defire to vifit.* 
The Dtttchefs is a more fevere check upon my 
finances than ever you were ; and I fubmit, as 
I did to you, to comply to my own good. I was, 
a long time before I could prevail with her to let 
me allow myfelf a pair of (hoes with two heels \ 
for I had loft one, and the fhoes were fo decayed, 
that they were not worth mending. You fee 
by this, that thofe who are the moft generous of 
their own, can be the moft covetous for others. 
I hope you will he fo good to me^ as to ufe your 
intereft with her, (for whatever (he fays, you 
feem to have fome), to indulge me- with the ex- 
travagance fuitable to my fortune. 

The lady you mention, that diflikes you, hath 
no difccrnment. I really think you may fafely 

.venture 
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venture to Amcfbury, though indeed the lady 
here likes to have her own way as well as you ; 
which may fomctimes occafion difputes : And I 
tell you before hand, that I canned take your 
part. I think her fo often in Ae right, that you 
will have great difficulty to pcrfuade me that ihe 
is in the wroog ^ then there is another thing that 
I ought to tell you, to deter you from this pl^ce, 
vhich ia, that the lady of the houfe is not given 
to (hew civility to thoie fhe does not. like. She 
ipe^ks her mind, and loves truth. For the un* 
commonefs of the thing, I fancy, your curiofity 
will prevail over your fear; and you will like to 
fee fuch a woman. But I fay no more till I 
know whether her Grace will fillup the reft of 
tlie paper. 



The Dutchefs of Qj^ 



Write I mud, particularly now, as I M4ve an 
opportunity to indulge my predominant pStffion 
of contradiction. I do, in the firft place, con- 
tradift moft things Mr Gay fays of me, to deter 
you from coming here ; which if you ever do, 
I hereby aflure you, that unlefs 1 like my own. 
way better, you (hall have your's ; and in all 
difputes you fhall convince me, if you can. But 
by what I fee of you, this is not a misfortune 
that will always happen ; for I find you are a 
great miftaker. For example, you take prudence 
for impcrioufncfs : Tis from this firft that I de- 
termined not to like one, who is too giddy-head- 
ed for me to be certain, whether or no I {hall e- 

vcr 
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vcr be acauainted with* I have known people 
take greatTOelight in builcyng caftles in the adr; 
but I fliould chufe to build friends upon a more 
folid founcration. I would fain know ; for I 
often hear mor^good likeable things than 'tis 
poffible any one can deferve. Pray, come, that 
I may find out fomething wrong ; for I, and I 
^believe mod women, have an inconceivable plea^ 
fure to find out any faults, except their own^ 
Mr Gibber is made poet-laureat. I am, Sir, at 
much your humble fervant as I can be to any per- 
fon 1 don't know. C. Q^ 

Mr Gay is very peevifli that I fpcll and write 
ill •, but I don't care : for neither the pen nor I 
can do better. Befides, I think you have flatter- 
ed me, and fuch people ought to be put to troubfe» 

Mr Gay^s poftfcript. 

Now I hope you are pleafed, and that you wiH 
allow, for fo fmall a furn^as 200 L you have a 
lumping pennyworth. 



LETTER CCCCLXXX. 

THE EARL OF C TO DR SWUPT. 

SIR, Haguey Dec. ly. 2Vl 8. 173a 

YOU need not have made any excufts to mc 
for your folicitation : On the contrary, I 
am proud of being the firft perfbn. to whom you 

have 
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hai» thought it wovth ytur while to apply fixict 
thofe changes^ which, yoi^^y, dro^y.ou into 
cliftance and obicurity^ 1 very well know tb^ 
pcrfon you recomnoend to me, haviog lodged aA 
his houfe a whole fummer zt Richmond^ I have 
alwaya heard a very good chara£^er of hin^ 
which alone would incline me to ferve him ; but 
yourreeommendation, I can affure you> will make 
me impatient to do it. However, that he may^ 
not again meet with the common fate of court- 
fuitor^i nor I lie tinder the imputation of making 
court-promifes, I will cxadly explain to you 
how far it is likely I may be able to fcpvo him. 

When firfl I had this office * I took the refo- 
Itttion of turning out no-body j fo that I (hall 
o«ly have the difpofiaJ of thofe plsM^es, that the 
death of the prefent pofleflbrs will procure me. 
Soine old fervants that have ferved me long and 
faithfully, have obtained the promifes of l^hefiHh 
four or five vacancies^; and the early folicitationa 
of tome of my particular if iend« have tied mc 
down for about as many more. But after having; 
iatisfied thcfe engagements, I do afiure you Mf 
Launcelot fliall be my firft care. • %I cosfefe, hit 
profpe^^ ia more remote than I could have wifh-r 
ed it ; but as it is fo remote, he won't have the 
uneafinefs of a difappointment, if he gets no>n 
thing ; and if he gets fomething,yKe (hall both 
be pleafed. 

As for his political principles, I am in no man- 
ner 

* ' Of Lord Steward of tbek'io^'s koufehold, in %vhic1| 
h«.fuc€eeded tbe Duke of DorCet, appointed Lord Liet)« 
tenaat of Ireland.' 
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ncr of pain about them. Were he a 1 
would vei^re to.feR|p him, in the juft ej 
tion, that fhould I ever be charged with 
preferred a Tory, the perfon who was the 
of my crime, would likewife be the author 
vindication. I am, with real efteem. Si; 
moft obedient humble fervant, 

« 

LETTER CCCCLXXX 

JUADT E G TO DR SWII 

Dec. 24% 

SINCE you, with a modeft afTurance, 
you underftand and prafiife good m 
better than any other perfon in ^either kir 
I wiih you would therefore put into very 
ibnie teroits. my excufe to Dean Swift, that 
not anfwerec}. his letter, that I received 
the lad. For ^en Prebendary Head afiu; 
lyother Harry, that he, in form and juftic 
place of a colottcl, i^^ being major-general 
church i and therefore j^u need not have 
a council to know whcthel^you or I were t« 
laft }. becaufe, z% being butV poor courtc 
dy, I can prjgjnd to no other^lace but v 
ther pcople'Fgoodnefs gives n|C» This 
fettled, I ought not to have writ ag'iwi \ bu 
ever, I fear I fhould have been wrorSi ^'^^ 
bavc deGred the correfpondence to Ul 
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tut that I have heen i^ for a fortnight, and of 
courfe lazy, and not in TtMnif hmg mcHM. 

Fir ft, as to Mrs Barter, as 1 told you before^ 
fo I tell you the fame again, 'that upon your re- 
commendation, I fhall be very glad to ferve her, 
though I never did fee her*, and as I had. not 
your letter till I went from Tunbridge, (he paf- 
fed unmarked by me in the crowd ; nor have I 
met with her fmce. She writ to me to prefent 
— — — 's poems to the Duke and Dutchefs of 
Dorfet. I anfwered her letter, and obeyed her 
commands. And as to her own, I (hall moft 
willingly fubfcribe \ though I am of the opini- 
on, we ladies are apt to be good poets, efpeci- 
ally if we can't fpell ; but that is by the way of 
inviolable fecret between you and me. So much 
for this letter. Now to your laft epiftle, for 
which it feems I am to give you thanks for ho- 
nouring me with your commands. Well, I do 
fo, becaufe this gets a proof, that, after fo many 
years acquaintance, there is one that will take 
my word ; which is a certain fign that I have 
not often broke it. Therefore behold the cons^ 
fequence is this ; I have given' my word to the 
Duke of Dorfet that you would not fo pofitive- 
ly affirm this faft concerning Mrs Fox, without 
knowing the certain truth, that there is no de- 
ceit in this declaration of truft. i^d though it 
has been recommended to him as you fay, he 
never did give any anfwer to it, nor defigned it, 
till he was fully fatisfied of the truth ; "Ind even 
then, I believe, would not have determined to 

have 
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have done it, lyeoaufe 1$ is an cafy 'way of foc«- 
ring a place for ever to a family"; and were this 
to be an exann^ple, be '^ fo inawy pence, or fo 
fftany pounds, fof the feiture they would fcfc ••• 
lieritanoes. 

So now, tibt to tttew my pol»irer with his Orace 
(in fpite of liis dependents, who may call their 
eyes on it) for that I d^-c affirm tlhere never will 
be need bf, where juftkJe or ^ood^fiature is ne- 
ceflary ; but to flie w you his dependence ^n your 
honour and integrity, he gives me leave to tell 
you, it fliall certainly be done ; nor does t«his at 
all oblige you to give the thanks you feem fo 
defirous to have; for at any time, whenfoevcr 
you have any bufinefs, fervice, or requeft to 
make to his Grace of Dorfet (whether my pro- 
per bufinefs omo) till you two ^re better ac- 
quainted with one another's merits, I ihall be 
vctj glad to fliew how fincerely i am your feiend 
«nd foithful humble fervant, 

E ^ G— . 



LETTER CGCCLXXXU. 

DR SWIFT TO MRS WWITEWAY. 

Dec. 28. 1730. 

YOU might give a better reafon for reftoriiig 
my book, that it was not worth keeping. 
I thorugitt by the fuperfcription that your letter 
was written by a man^ for you have neither the 

fcrawl 
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fcrawl nor the fpelliifg[^f your fex. You Hvc fo 
far oiF) and I believ^^ ield^m at home, and I 
am fo ill a vifitor, that it is no wonder we meet 
fo feldom : But if you knew what I fay of you 
to others, you would believe it was not want of 
inclination : I mean what I fay (at you as I knew 
you formerly ; for as to wh^t you are now, I 
know but little. I give you the good wiflies of 
the feafon y and am, with true efteem and af- 
fc£Hon, your's, i^c, 

]. SWIFT. 



LETTER CCCCLXXXIIL 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

Ja/i. 1730.31. 

I Begin my letter, by telling you, that my 
wife has been returned from, abroad about 
a month, and that her health, though feeble 
and precarious, is better than it has been thefe 
two years. She is much your fervant •, and as 
(he has been her own phyfician with fome fuc- 
' cefs, imagines fbe could be your's with the 
fame. Would to God you was Within her 
reach. She would, I'believe, prefcribe a great 
deal of tnedicina attimiy without having recourfe 
to the books of Trifmegiftus. Pope and I fliould 
be her principal apothecaries in the couffe of 
the cure : And though our bed botamfts com- 
plain, that few of the herbs and fimples which 
Vol. XVI. Z go 
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go to the compofition of thefe remedies, are to 
be.found at prefent in our foil, yet there are 
more of them here than in Ireland ; befides, by 
the help of a little chemiflry, the moft noxious 
juices may become falubrious, and rank poifon 

a fpecific. Pope is now in my library with 

me, and writes to the world, to the prefent and 
to future ages, whilft I begin this letter which 
he is to finilb to you. What good he will do 
mankind, I know not ; this comfort he may be 
fure of, he cannot do lefs than youhave done be- 
fore him. I have fometimes thought, that if 
preachers, hangmen, and moral writers keep 
-vice at a ftand, or fo much as retard the pro- 
grefs of it, they do as much as human nature 
admits. A real reformation is not to be brought 
about by ordinary means; it requires thofe ex- 
traordinary means which become punifliments 
as well as leflbns. National corruption muft be 
purged by national calamities. — Let us hear 
from you. We deferve this attention, becaufe 
we defire it, and becaufe we believe that you de- 
sire to hear from us. 



LETTER CCCCLXXXIV. 

TO THE CARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 



I 



MY LORD, . Jan. 5. 1730-1. 

Return your Lordftiip my moft humble 

thanks for the honour and favour of your 

letter. 
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letter, and defire your juftice to believe, that, 
in writing to you a fecond time, I have no de* 
fign of giving you a fecond trouble. My only 
end at prefent is to beg your pardon for a fault- 
of ignorance. I ought to have remembered, thatf ^ 
the arts of courts are like thofe df play ; where, 
if the mod expert be abfent for a few months, 
the whole fyftem is fo changed, that he hath no 
more fkill than a new beginner. Yet I cannot 
but wifh, that your Lordfhip had pieafed to fori' 
give one, who hath been an utter ftrariger to pu- 
blic life above (ixteen years, iiufly Rabutin 
himfelf, the politeft perfon of his age, when be - 
was recalled to court after a long banifliment, 
appeared ridiculous there : And \vhat itibuld I 
expeft from my antiquated manner of addref- 
fing your LordOiip in the prime of your life ; 
in the height of fortune, favour, and merit ; fo 
diftinguifhed by ydur aftive fpirit, and grcatnefs 
of your genius ? I do here repeat to your Lord- 
fhip, that I lay the fault of my mifconduft en- 
tirely on a friend whom I exceedingly love and 
efteem, whom I dare not name, and who is as 
bad a courtier by nature, as I am grown by want 
of praftice. God forbid that your Lordfhip 
fhould continue in an employment, however 
great and honourable, where you only can be 
an ornament to the court fo long, until youhave 
an opportunity to provide offices for a dozen low- 
people like the poor man whom I took the liber- 
ty to mention. And God forbid, that, in one par- 
ticular branch of the King's family, there ihould 
Z 2 ever 
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ever be fuch mortality as to take away a dozen 
of bis meaner fervants in lefs than a dozen years. 

Give me leave, in further excufe of my weak- 
nefsy to confefsi that^ befides fome hints from^ 
jjjtsy friends, your Lordihip is in a great meafurr 
to blame, for your obliging manner of treating 
me in every place where I had the honour to fee 
you ; which I acknowledge to have been a di- 
itin£iion that I had not the lead pretence to, 
sftid confequently as little to ground upon it the 
requeft of a favour. 

As I am an dtter (Irangier to the prefent forms 
of the world, I have im^igined, more than once, 
that your Lordfhip's proceeding witb,memay-ba/ 
a. refini^aacnt introduced by yourfelf: And. that; 
as^ in my time, the moft fol^mn and frequent* 
promifes of great men ufually failed. againft all. 
pfobabic appearances, fo that (ingle flight one- 
of your LordChip, may, by your generous na-. 
ture, early fucceed againft all vifible impoifibili-^ 
ties^ I.amj^ts'v. 



L E^ T T E R eCCCLXXXVv 

I-ADT B— — • G TO I>R SWXFT. 

Jan. II. 1 731. 

IT is well for Mr Pope your letter came as it 
• did, or elfe I had called for my coach, and 
\r4S going to make a thorough fearch-at his 
houfe \ for, that I was mod pofitively zSwtA 

4hat 
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that you were there in private, the Duke of Dor- 
fet can tell you. Noft credo is all the Latin l# 
know, and the moft ufeful word upon all occa*# 
fions to me. However, like moft other people, I 
can give it up for what I wiih ; for once I believed^ 
or at leaft went half way in what I libped was true, 
and then, for the only time, your litter was un- ^ 
welcome. You tell me you have a requeft, 
which is purely perfonal to me : Non credo for 
that ; for I am fure you would not be fo difa^ , 
greeable as not to have made it, when you know^ 
'tis -a pleafure and fatisfaftion t^l^mc to do any* 
thing you defire, by which you may find you are- 
not fans conjtqueuce to me J 

I met with your friend Mr Pope thi|^ther 
day. He complains of not being well, and in- 
deed looked ill.. I fear that neither his wit nor 
fenfe do arm him enough againft being hurt by 
malice ; and that he is too fenfible of what fools 
fay : The run is much againft him on the Duke 
of Chandois's* account j but I believe their rage 
is not kindnefs to the Duke, but they are glad to 
give it vent with fome tolerable pretence;^ I 
wifh your prefence would have fuch a miraculous 
efFeft as your defign on Biddy's f fpeech : You 
know formerly her tongue was not apt to run 
much by her inclination ;. but now every winter 
is kept ftill per force, for flie conffantly gets a 
Z 3 violent 

• It was faid tliat Mr Pope intended the cbaradler o£ 
Timon, in his epiftle on the iife of riches in works of 
taf^e addreffbd to the Earl of Burlington, for the Duka 
of Chandois 

t Mrs Biddy Floyd*. 
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violent cold that lads her all winter. But as to 
that quarrelfome friend of the Duke of Dorfet*8| 
i will let her loofe at you, and fee which can 
get the J)etter. Mifs Kelly was a vexy pretty 
0jjrl when (he went from hence, and the beaux 
ihew their g6o|^ tafte by liking her. I hear her 
father is nowlbind to her^ but if fhe is not might- 
ily altered, (he would givie up fonie of her airs 
and equipage to live in England. 
* Since you are fo good as to inquire after 
my health, I ought to inform you I never was 
better in my UK than this winter. I have e- 
fcaped both head-achs and gout : And that your's 
may not be endangered by reading fuch a long 
lettefs^'will add no more, but bid adieu to my 
dear Dean, 

^ E G 



LETTER CCCCLXXXVI. 

WR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

i 

Dear sir, London, Jan, i8. 1731. 

IT is now near nine o'clock. I deferred fitting 
down to ^rite to you, in expeftation to 
have feen Mr Pope, who left me two or three 
hours ago to try to find Lord Burlington, with- 
in whofe walls I have not been admitted this 
year and half j but for what reafon I know not, 
MrPopc is juft this minute come in, but had not 
the good luck to find him ; fo that I cannot give 
you any fatisfaftion in the affair you writ laft a- 

bout. 
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bout* He defigns to fee him to-morrow ; and 
if any thing can be dottc, he fays you Ihall hear 
from him. 

By the beginning of my letter, you fee how I 
decline in favour ; but I look upon, it as a parti- 
cular diftinftion^ that as foon as th1b court gains 
a man, I lofe him. It is a mortification 1 have 
been ufied to^ fo I bear it as a philofopher fhould. 
The letter whicb you writ to me and the Duke 
I received, and Mr Pope Ihewed me that dircft- 
cd to him, which gave me more jijeafure than 
all the letters you have writ fmce i faw you, as 
it gives me hopes of feeing you foon. 

Were I to acquaint the Duke and Dutchefs 
of my writing, I know that they would have 
fomething to fay to you, and perhaps would pre- 
vent my fending the letter this poft, fo 1 chufe 
to fay nothing about it. You are in great fa- 
vour and efteem with all thofe that love me, 
which is one great reafon that I love and efteem 
them. 

Whenever you will order me to turn your 
fortune into ready money, I will obey you ; but 
I chufe to leave it where it is, till you want it, 
as it carries fome intereft ; though it might be 
now fold to fome advantage, and is liable to rifes 
and falls with other ftocks. It might be higher 
as well as lower; fo I will not difpofe of it till 
I hear from you. I am impatient to fee you, fo 
are all your friends. You have taken your refo- 
lution, and I fliall henceforth every week expeft 

an 
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»n agreeable furprife. The bellman rings foF 
the letter, fo I can fay no more. 



'■ LETTER CCCCXXXVII. 

LADY B— G TO DR SWIFT. 

Feb. 23. 1730-T. 

•■^^TOW were you in vaft hopes you (houli 
JL^ hear no more from me, I being flow in 
my motions :*ut don't flatter yourfelf ; you be- 
gan the correfpondence, fet my pen a going, 
and God knows when it will end ; for I had it by 
inheritance from my father, ever to pleafe my- 
felf tf^Cii i could; and though I don't juft take 
the turn rny mother did of farting and praying ; 
yet to be fure that was her pleafure too, or elfe 
ihe would not have been fo greedy of it. I don't 
care to deliver your meflage this great while to 
Lieutenant Head, he having been dead thcfe two 
years. And though he had, as you (ay, a head,. 
I loved him very well ; but, however, from my 
Dame Wadger's * firft impreflion, 1 have ever 
had a natural antipathy to fpirits. 

I have not acquaintance enough with Mr Pope, 
which I am forry for, and expeft you (hould 
come to England, in order to improve it. If it 
was the Queen, and not the Duke of Grafton, 
that picked out fuch a laureat f (he dcfenrcs his 
poetry in her praife. 

Tous 

• Tkc deaf houfe keeper at Lord Berl^ley's. 

t Colly Cibbcr. 
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Your friend Mra Barber has been hiere. I 
find (he has feme requeft ; but neither f^u nor 
(he yet let it out to. m« what it is : For certainly;, 
you cannot mean that, by fubfcribing; to her 
book ; if fo, I (hall be mighty unhappy to have 
you call that a favour. For furdy there is noi-» 
thing fo eafy as what one can do one's fqlf, noi; 
any thing fo heavy as what one mufjL a(k other, 
people* for ; though I don't miean by this, that I 
fball ever be unwilling^ when you require it ;. 
yet ihall be much happier, when it;^ in my-owoi 
power to ihe>^» howi fmcerely I am my. 0I4 
^ £nendfsimoft faithful, humble fervant. 

Mrs Floyd is mui^h your's^ but dumber tbaa[ 
ever, having a violent cold- 



LETTER CCCCLXXXVIIL 

LAD7 B G— — * TO I>ILi SWIFT. 

Feh. 23. X.73:f^ 

I Like to know my power (if it is fo) that I 
can mate you uneafy at my not writings 
though I ffian't often care to exert it, left. yoU'. 
(hould grow weary of me and my co]rrefpor»» 
dence j but the flownefs of my anfwers docs not 
come from the emptinefs of my heart, but the 
emptinefs of my head ; and that you know is na* 
ture's fault, not mine. I was not learned enough • 
to know non credo has been fo long in faftiion ; 
but every day convinces me more of the necef- 

fity 
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fity of it, not but that I often wifh againft my- 
felf J as /^r example, I would fain believe you 
are coming to England ; becaufe moil of your 
acquaintance tell me fo ; and yet turn and wind, 
imd (ift your letters to find any thing like it be 
true i but inftead of that, there I find a law-fuit, 
which is a worfc tie by the leg than your lame- 
nefs. And pray what is " this hurt above my 
" heel ?" Have you had a fellow-feeling with my 
Lord Lieutenant * of the gout, and call it a 
fprain, as he <ioes ? who has Iain f fo long and 
often to difguife it, that I verily think he has 
not a new flory left. Does he do the fame in 
Ireland ; for there I hoped he would have given 
a better example ? 

I find you are grown a horrid flatterer, or elfe 
you could never have thought of any thing fo 
much to my tafte as this piece of marble youfpeak 
of for my fifter Penelope f , which 1 defire may 
be at my expence. I cannot be exa£l, neither 
as to the time nor year, but fhe died foon after 
we came there, and we did not (lay quite two 

yearj, 

• The Duke of Dorfct. 

t This feeins to be humouroufly made the participle of 
He mentior. 

t Lady Penelope Berkeley died in Dublin^ whilft htt 

father was in the government* and was intered in St Ai* 

dreVs church u nder the altar. No monument was eroft* , 

ed to her memory till about this time, when I>r Swift- 

canfed a plate of black marble to be fixed in the waU*" 

vcr the altcr-picce, with this infcription : •!■ 

" Underweath lieth the body of.the Lady j 

'* Penelope Herkcley, daughter of the right 

TaoT\o\\ra\Ac CVvtvvlcs Ear^ of Berkeley. She 

»jp- " d\el Sej>\.. vVvi ^^. v'c>^<^.'' 
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years, and were in England fome months before 
King William died. 1 wi(h I had my.damc Wad- 
ger's, or Mr Ferrers's memorandum head, that 
I might know whether it was at the time * of 
goofcberries. 

Surely your Irifli air is very bad fqr darts, if 
Mrs Kelly's are blunted already, make her crofs 
father let her come over, and we won't ufe her 
fo in England. If my Dutchefs f fees company 
in a morning, you need not grumble at the hour ; 
it muft be purely from great complaifance, for 
that never was her tafte here, though (he is as 
early a rifer as the generality of ladies are : And 
I believe there are not many drefFmg- rooms in 
London, but mine where the early idle come. 

Adieu abruptly 5 for I will have no more for- 
mal humble fervants, with your whole name at 
the bottom, as if I was aiking your catecbifm. 



l-ETTER 



• In the petition of Frances Harris to the Lords Jii- 
ftices> upon lofing her purfe, there are thcfe verfes; 
«' Yes, fays -he, the fteward I remember, when I Was 

" at my Lady Shreti4bury's, 
** Such a thiw^ as this happened juft about the tiin* . 
'* of goolbcrries.*' 
This fteward was JNlr Ferrers ; and Daifte Wadger, warn 
the old deaf houfv* keeper in Lord Berkeley's family, x 
when he was one of the Lords Jofticcs of Ireland. 
t The Pntchefa ef DorfeC 



*? 
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LETTER CeCCLXXXIX. 

MR GAT TO DR SWIFT. 

March 20. 1 730-1. 

1 Think it is above three months finoe I wrote 
to yop, in partnerfhip with the Dutchefs. 
About a fottnight fince I wrote to you from 
Twickenham, for Mr Pope and myfelf. He was 
then difabled from writing by a feverc rheuma- 
tic pain in his arm j but is pretty well again, and 
at prefent in tbiivn. Lord Oxford, Lord Bathurd, 
\\c and I dined together yefterday at Barnes, 
with old Jacob Tonfon, where we drank your 
health. I am again, by the advice of phyficians, 
grown a moderate wine-drinker, after an abfti- 
nence of above two y^arS ; and now look upon 
myfeif as qualified for fociety as before. 

I formerly fent you a ftate of the accounts be- 
tween us. Lord B hath this day paid me 

your principal and intereft. The intereft a- 
mounted to 1 2I. and I want your dire£^ions how 
to difpofe of the principal, which muft lie dead, 
till I receive your orders. I had a fcheme of buy- 
ing two lottery tickets for you, and keeping your 
principal entire. And as all my good fortune h 
to come, to (hew you that I confult your advan- 
tage, 1 will buy two for myfelf, and then you 
and I will go halves in the ten thoufand pounds. ; 
That there will be a lottery is certain : The [ 
fcheme is not yet declared, but I hear it will not ; 

be , 
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be the moft advantageoas one ; for we are to 
have but 3 \. per cent. 

I folicit for no court favours, fo that Ipropofe 
to buy the tickets at the market price, when they 
come out, which will not be thefe two or three 
months. If you do not like to have your money 
til us difpofed of ; or if you like to truft to your 
own fortune, rather than to fhare in mine, let 
me have your orders; and at the fame time, tell 
me what I (hall do wkh the principal fum. I 
came to town the 7 th of January laft, with the 
Duke and Dutch^fs, about bufinefs, for a fort* 
night. As it depended upon others, we could 
not get rt done till now. NexJt week we return 
to Amefbury, in Wiltfliire, for the reft of the 
year ; but the beft way ts always to direft to me 
at the Duke's, in Burlington-gardens, near Pic- 
cadilly. I am ordered by th-e Dutchefs to grow 
rich in the manner of Sir John Cutler. I have 
nothing at this prefent writing, but my frock that 
was made at Salifbury, and a bob periwig. I 
perfuade myfelf that it is fliilling-wcather as fel- 
dora aspoflible; and have found out, that there 
arc few court-vifits that are worth a (hilling. la 
fliort, I am very happy in my prefent indepen- 
dency. I envy no man ; but have the due con- 
tempt of voluntary flaves of birth and fortune. 
I have fuch a fpite againft you, that 1 wi(h you 
may long for my company, as I do for your's. 
Though you never write to me, you cannot make 
me forget you ; fo that if it is out of friendihip 
you write fo feldom to me, it doth not anfwer 

Vol. XVL A a the 
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the purpofe. Thofc who you like (hould remem- 
ber you, do fa whenever I fee them. I believe 
they do it upon their own account j for I know 
few people who are folicitous to pleafe or flatter 
tne. The Dutchefs fends you her compliments, 
'and fo would many more, if they knew of my 
Hrriting to you. 



LETTER CCCCXC. 

DR SWIFT TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

iT Have delayed feveral pofts anfwering your 
A letter of January laft, in hopes of being able 
to fpeak to you about a projeft which concerns 
Ais both, but me the moft, fince the fuccefs of it 
would bring us together. It has been a good 
while in my head, and at my heart ; if it can be 
fet a going, you (hall hear more of it. I was ill 
in the beginning of the winter for near a week, 
but in no danger, either fiom the nature of my 
diftemper, or from the attendance of three pby- 
ficians. Since thiat bilious intermitting fever 
I have had, as I had before, better health than the 
regard I have paid to health deferx'cs. We are both 
in the decline of life, my dear Dean, and have 
been fome years going down thic bill ; let us make 
the paflage as fmooth as we can. Let us fence 
againft phyfical evil by care, and the ufe of thofc 
means which experience muft have pointed out 
•to us : Let us fence againft moral-evil by pfailo- 

iophy ; 
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fophy ; for paffion may decay, and (lupidity not 
fuccecd. Pajfsons (fays Pope, our divine, as you 
will fee one time or other) arc the gales of life. 
Let us not complain that they do not hlow a 
ftorm. What hurt does age do us, in fubduing 
what we toil to fubdue all our lives ? It is now 
fix in the morning. I recal the time, (and am 
glad it is over), when about this hour I ufed to 
be going to bed, furfeited with pleafure, or jaded 
withbufmefs: My head often full of fchemes, 
and my heart as often full of anxiety « Is it a 
xnisfortunej think you, that I rife at this hour re- 
frefhed, ferene, and calm ? that the paft, and e- 
ven the prefent affairs of life, (land like obje£lg 
at a diftancc from me, where I can keep off the 
. di&greeable fo as not to be (Irongly affefted by 
them, and from whence I can draw the others 
nearer to me ? Pafllons in their force would bring 
all thefe, nay, even future contingencies about 
my ears at once, and reafon would but ill defend 
me in the fcuffle. 

I leave Pope to fpeak for himfelf j but I mufl: 
tell yau how much my wife is obliged to you. She 
fays (be would find ftrength enough to nurfe you, 
if you was here \ and yet, God knows, flie is ex- 
tremely weak. The flow fever works under, and 
mines the conftitution : We keep it off fome- 
times ; but ftill it returns, and makes new breach- 
es before nature can repair the bid ones. |I am 
not alhamed to fay to you, that I admire her 
more every hour of my life. Death is not to 
lier-thc king of terrors ; fhe beholds him without 
A a a tiic 



nSo' DEAN S W I FT^^s 

the lead. When fhe fuffers much, (he wiflic* 
for him as a deliverer from pain ; when life is to- 
Jerable, fhe looks upon him with diflikc, becaufe 
he is to fcparate her from thofe friends to whom 

(he is more attached than to life itfelf. You 

(hall not (lay for my next as long as you have 
for this letter ; and in every one Pope (hall write 
fomething much better than the fcraps of old 
philofophers, which were theprefents, tnunufculaf 
that Stoical fop Seneca ufed to fend in every c- 
piftleto his friend Lucilius. 

P. S. My Lord has fpoten juftly of his lady : 
Why not I of my mother ? Yefterday was her 
birth-day, now entering on the ninety-firft year 
of her age ; her memory much diminiOied, but 
her fenfes very little hart, her light and hearing 
good i (he fleeps not ill, eats moderately, drinks 
water, fays her prayers \ this is all (he does. I 
have reafon to thank God for continuing fo long 
to me a very good and tender parent, and for al- 
lowing me to exercife for fome years-thofe cares 
which are now as neceflary to her as her's have 
been to me. An objefl: of this fort daily before 
one*seyes, very much foftens the mind ; but pcr» 
haps may hinder it from the willingnefs of con- 
trafting other ties of the like domeftic nature, 
when one finds hoAv painful it is even to enjoy 
the tender pleafures. I have formerly made 
fome ftrong efforts to get and deferve a friend : 
Perhaps it were wifer never to attempt 5 but 
live extempore, and look upon the world only as 
a place to paCs through, juft pay your boKs thefr 

due» 
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due, difpcrfc a little charity, and hurry on. Yet ' 
I am juft now writing (or rather planning) a book^ 
to make mankind look upon this life with com- 
fort and pleafure, and put morality in good hu-^ 

xnour. Andjuft now too I am going to fee 

one I love very tenderly ; and to-morrow to en* 
tertain feveral civil people, whom, if we taU- 
friends, it is by the courtefy of England.— :—SiV, 
Ju:Juvat trefub umbras. While we do live, we: 
muft make the beft of life, 

Certantes licet ufaue (minus via Udat) eatnus, 

as the fliepberd faid in Virgil, when the roadii 
was long and heavy. I am your's. 



LETTER CCCCXCI. 

LORD B^LINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT.. 

YOU may affure yourfelf, that if you come 
over this fpring, you will find me not only 
got back into the habits of ftudy, but devoted to 
that hiftorical ta(k which you have fet me thefe 
many years. I am in hopes ~of fome materials 
which will enable me to work in the whole ex- 
tent of the plan I propofe to myfelf. If they are 
not to be had, I mull accommodate my plan to< 
this deficiency. In the mean time Pope has 
given me more trouble than he or I thought of; 
and you will be furprifed to find, that I have 
been partly drawn by him, and partly by my- 
Aa.5 Uj^f. 
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felf, to write a pretty large volume upon a very 
grave and very important (iihjcfX ; that I have 
ventured to pay no regard whatever to any autho- 
rity except facred authority; and that I have 
ventured to ftart a thought, which muft, if it is 
puflied as fuccefsfuHy as I think it is, render all 
your metaphyfical theology both ridiculous and 
abominable. There is an expreflion in one of 
your letters to me, which makes me believe you. 
•will come into my way of thinking on this fub*- 
jeA; and yet I am perfuaded, that divines and 
free-thinkers would both be clamorous againft it, 
if it was to be fubmittedto their cenfure, as- 1 
do not intend that it fliall. The paflage I mean^ 
is that where you fay, that you told Dr. ** the 
grand points of Chriftianity ought to be taken as> 
infailiWe.' revelations *, iifc. 

It has happened, that whilft I was writing 
tliis to you, the Do£lor came to mal^ me a vi(it 
from London, where I heard he was arrived; 
Xome time ago. He was in hafte to return, and 
is, I perceive, in great hafte to print. He left 
jne with eight diflcrtations f, a fmall part, as I 
underftand, of his work : and defired me to pei« 
iHife, confider, and obferve upon them againft 
Monday next, when he will come down again. 
By whati hav£ riead of the two firft, I find myt- 

felf 

• In- this maxim all bigotted drv/nfstknd'free'tbittkifig 
"politiciant agree ; the on.c for fear of iiiftorbing the efta- 
Ijliged religion ; the oibcr left that diftnrbance ihouldf 
prove iiijur ions. to their adminiftration of govermneaU. 

tl <fi«>^at}on examiaeilfwithicajAdor/' 
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felf uflable to ferve him^ The principles he rea** 
fons upon, are begged in a difputation of this- 
fort J and the manner of reafoning is by no 
means clofe and concludve. The fDle advice I 
could give him in confcience, wouM be that 
which he would take ill, and not follow. I will 
get rid of this talk as well as I can ; for I eftee^^- 
cd the man, and fhould be forry to difobligc him 
where 1 cannot ferve him. 

As to retirement and exercife^ your notions 
are true. The firft (hould not be indulged fo 
much as to render us favage, nor the laft negle£l- 
cd fo as to impair heialth. But I know men, who^ 
for fear of being favage, live with all who live 
with them, and, who, to preferve their health,*, 
fanter away half their time. Adieu. Pope calls 
for the paper. 

P. S. I hope what goes before will be a 
ftrong motive to your coming. God knows if 
ever I (hall fee Ireland ; I ftiall never defirc it, if 
you can be got hither^-or kept here. Yet I think 

I (hall be too foon a free man Your recom-* 

mendations I conftantly give to thofe you men^ 
tion ; though fome of them I fee but feldom, and 
am every day more retired. I am lefs fond of 
the world, and lefs curious about it: yet no 
way out of humour, difappointed, or angry ^ 
though in my way I receive as many injuries as 
my betters;- but I don't feel them : therefore I 
ought not to vex other people, nor even to re- 
tiirn injuries. I pafs almoft all my time at home* 

MX 
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My lord (of which I partly take the mcFft 
felf ) is as much eflpanged from politic 
am. Let philofophy be ever fo vain, it 
vain now than politics, and not quite { 
at prefent as divinity. I know nothin 
moves (Irongly but fatire v and thoC 
are afhamed of nothing elfe, are fo of 
ridiculous. I faiicy, if we three were tc 
but for three years, fbmc good might b 
even upon this age. 

I know youMl defire fome account of my '. 
It is ufual,^ but my fpirits rather worfe. 
Kttle or nothing. You know I never had 
a tafte or talent for politics, and the world 
nothing elfc. I have perfbnal obligations 
I will ever preferve, to men of different 
and I wifli nothing fo much as public qui 
cept it be my own quiet. I think it is a m 
I can take off any man from gratting or C 
fubje£ls, merely on the fcore of party : ai 
the grcateft vanity of my life, that I hav 
iribttted to turn my Lord Bolingbroke to fi 
moral, ufeful, and more worthy his pen. Di 
book is what I can't commend.fo muph as 
Berkeley's *, though it has many things i 
ous in it, and is not deficient in the v 
part : but the whole book, thoijgh he m 
adpofuluwy is, I think, purely ad clerum. , 

LET 

• A fine original vtfiiVf called,, " The miuutc I 
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LETTER CCCCXCII. 

IIRGAYTODRSWIFT, WITHA POSTSCRIPT* 
DEAR SIR, April II. 1731* 

THE fortune of the pcrfon you intereft your- 
felf in, amounts to at prefent (all debts 
paid) above three thoufand four hundred pounds \ 
fo that, whatever other people think> I look up- 
on him, as to fortune, to be happy ; ' that is to 
fay, an independent creature. I have been in 
cxpeftations, pod after poft, to have received 
your direftions about the difpofal of your mo- 
ney. Left that fum, with aool. of my own, ii> 
Mr Hoarc's hands, at my coming out of town. 
: If I hear nothing from you, I fhall do with it, a» 
. 1 do with my own. I made you a propofal a- 
*' bout purchaling lottery-tickets in partnerfhip 
J with myf^lf J that is to fay, four tickets betweeat 
j us. This can be done with the overplus of the 
I intereft-money I have received j but in this I wilt* 
. do nothing till I hear from you. 

lam now got to my refidence at Amefbury, get- 
ting health, and faving money. Since I have got 
over the impediment to a writer, water-drinking,, 
if I can perfuade myfelf that I have any wit, and 
find I have inclination, I intend to write, though, 
as yet, I have another impediment : for 1 have 
not provided myfelf with a fcheme. Ten to one 
but I (hall have a propenfity to write againft vice, 
and who can tell how far that may offend ? Bui 

an 
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an author ftionid confult his genius rather, than 
his intereft, if. he cannot reconcile them. Juft 
before I left London, I made a vifit to Mrs Bar- 
ber. I wifh I could any>ways have contributed 
to her fubfcription. I have always found my- 
felf of no confequence, and am now of lefs than 
ever \ but I have found out a way, in one refpccl, 
of making myfelf of more confequence, which is 
by confidering other people of Icfs, Thofe wha 
have given me up, I have given up *, and in (hort, 
I feek after no friendfliips, but am content with 
what 1 have in the houfe. They have fubfcri- 
bed, and I propofed it before Jo. Taylor, who, 
upon bearing (he was a friend of your's, offered 
his fubfcription, and defired his compliments to. 
you. 1 believe (he hath given yqu an account 
that Ihe hath fome profpcdl of fuccefs from o- 
thers recommendations to thoCe I know ; and I 
have not been wanting upon all occafions to put 
in my good word, which I fear avails butlittle. 
Two days ago I received a letter from Dr Ar? 
buthnott, which gave me but a bad account of 
Mr Pope's health. I have y^rit to him; but 
have not heard from him fince I came into the 
country. If you knew the pleafure you gave me,' 
you would keep your contrafk of writing more 
punftually ; and efpecially you would have an- 
fwered my laft letter, as it was a money-afiair, 
and you have to do with a man of buHnefs. 

Your letter was more to the Dutchefs than to 
me ; fo I now leave off to offer her the pa- 
per. 

Poflfcript 
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Poftfcript by the Dutchefs. 

It Mras Mr Gay's fault that I did not write 
fooner J which, if I had, I fhould hope you would 
have been here by this time ; for I have to tell 
you, all your articles are agreed to 5 and that 1 
only love my own way, when I meet not with o- 
thers whofe ways I like better. I am in great 
hopes that I Ihall approve of your's ; for to tell 
the truth, I am at prefent a little tired of my 
own. I have not a clear or diftinft voice, ex- 
cept when I am angry j but I am a very good 
nurfe, when people don't fancy themfelvcs fick. 

Mr Gay knows this ; and he knows too how 
to play at backgammon. Whether the parfon 
of the parifh can, I know not ; but if he cannot 
hold his tongue, I can. Pray fet out the firft 
fair wind, and day" with us as long as ever you 
pleafe. I cannot name my fixed time that I 
(hall like to maintain you and your equipage ; 
but, if I don't happen to like you, I know I can 
fo far govern my temper, as to endure you for 
about five days. So come away direftly 5 at all 
hazards you'll be allowed a good breathing time. 
I {hall make no fort of refpe£kful conclufions ; 
for till I know you, I cannot tell what I am to 
you. 

Mr Gay's Poftfcript. '^ 

The direftion is to the Duke of Qucen(berry*s, 
in Burlington's-gardens, Piccadilly. Nowl have 
told you this, you have no excufe from writting 

but 
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but one, which is coming ; get over your law- 
luit and receive your money. 

The Dutchefs adds, " he fliall not write a 
** word more from Amefbury in Wiltfhirc. Your 
** groom was miftaken ; for the houfe is big c- 
«* nough, but the park is too little." 



LETTER CCCCXCIIL 

LORD B . TO DR SWIFT. 

9 

April 19. 1 73 1. 

1 Never defigncd to have wrote to you any 
more, becaufe you bantered and abufed me 
fo grofly in your laft. To flatter a man, from 

^ whom you can get nothing, norexpefl any thing, 
is doing mifchief for mifchief-fake, and confc- 
quently highly immoral. However, I will not 
carry my refentments fo far, as to iland by and 
fee you undone, without giving you both notice 
and advice. Could any man but you think of 
trufting John Gay with his money ? None of 
his friends would ever truft him with his own, 
whenever they could avoid it*. lie has called in 
the 200I, I had of your's ; I paid Uim both prin- 
cipal and intereft. I fuppofe by this time he has 
loft it. I give you notice, you mutt look upon 

it as annihilated. 

Now as I have con/iderd your deanry brings 

you in little or nothing, and that you keep fcr- 

irants and horfes,^ and ftequently give little neat 

dinners 
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dinners, which are more expenfive thah a few 
fplendid entertainments ; befides which, you 
may be faid to water your flock with French 
wine, which altogether muil confiune your fub- 
ftance in a little while. I have thought of put- 
ting you oh a method, that may retrieve your af- 
fairs. In the firft place, you muft turn off all 
your feryants, and fell your horfes, (I vvill find 
exercife for you). Your whole family muft con- 
fift of only one found wholefome wench. She 
will make your bed and warm it y be.fides waib- 
jng your linen and mending it, darning your 
ilockings, is^c. But to fave all expence in houfc- 
.keeping, you mufl contrive fome way or other, 
that (he fhould have milk ; and 1 can affure you, 
it is the opinion of fome of the beft phyficians, 
that womens milk is th^ wholefomeft food in 
the world. 

Befides, this regimen, take it altogether, will 
certainly temper and cool your blood. You 
will not be (nch 2i boute/cu as you have been,. and 
be ready, upon every trifling oCcaGon, to fet a 
whole kingdom in a flame. Had the Drapier 
been a milk-fop, poor Wood had not fufi'ered fo 
much in his reputation and fortune. It will al- 
lay that fervour of blood, and quiet that hurry of 
fpirits, which breaks out every now and then in- 
to poetry, and feems to communicate itfelf to 
others of the Chapter. You'would not then en- 
courage Delaney and Stopford in their idlenefs, 
but let them be as grave as moft of their order 
are with us. 1 am convinced they will fooner 

Vol. XVI. Cc get 
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get preferment then, than in the way they now 
are. And I (hall not be out of hopes of feeing 
you a bifliop in time, when you live in that re- 
gular way, which I fuppofe. In fhort, in a few 
years, you may lay up money enough to buy e- 
ven the bifhoprick of Durham, . For if you keep 
cows, inftead of horfes, in that high-walled 
orchard, and cultivate, by your own induftiy, a 
few potatoes in your garden, the maid will live 
well, and be able to fell more butter and cheefe, 
than will anfwer her wages. You may preach 
then upon your temperance ^4th a better grace 
than now, that you are known to confume five 
or fix hogfheads of wine every year of your life. 
You will be mild and meek in your converfa- 
tion, and not frighten parliament-men, and keep 
-even Lord lieutenants in awe. You will then 
be qualified for that flavery, which the country 
you live in, and the order you profefs, fcem to 
be defigned for. It will take off that giddinefs 
in your head, which has difturbed yourfclf and 
others. The difputes between Sir Arthur * and 
my Xady will, for the future,* be confined to 
profc, and an old thorn may be cut down in 
peace, and warm the parlour-chimney, without 

heating 

• sir Artlmr Achefon, at whofc feat, in a Village 
called Market H'tU in Ireland, the Dean fometimes made 
a long vifit. The difpute between Sir Artliur and my 
Xady, here alluded to, is whether Hamilton's Bawn flionld 
be turned into a barrack, or a malt-honfe ? The Old 
7 born, is that cut down at Market-Hill, the fubje^of a 
little poem written by Svijft. See Batburil's edition of 
)735, Vol. VJl p. 12J, I \i. 
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heatiag the heads of poor innocent people, and 
turning their brains, 

You aught to remember what St Auftin fays, 
Poefis eft vinum damonum. Confider the life you 
n6w lead : You warm all that come near you 
with your wine and converfation ; and the reft of 
the world, with your pen dipped deep- in St 
Auftin's vinum damonum. 

So far for your foul's health. Now, as to the 
health of your body j I muft inform you, that 
part of what I prefcribe to you, is the fame which 
our great friar Bacon prefcribed to the Pope who 
lived in his days. Read his * Cure of old Age, 
« and Prefervation of Youth,* chap, the 1 2th. You 
ufed to fay, that you found benefit from riding. 
The French, an ingenious people, ufe thef 
word chevauchery inftead of monter a cheval^ and 
they look upon it as the fame thing in efFeft. 

Now, if you will go on after this, in your old 
ways, and ruin your health, your fortune, and 
your reputation, it is no fault of mine. I have 
pointed out the road, which will lead you to 
riches and preferment; and that you may have 
no excufe from entering into this new courfe of 
life, upon pretence of doubting, whether you 
can get a perfon properly qualified to feed you, 
and compofc your new family, I will recommend 
you to Johh Gay, who is much better qualified 
to bring increafe from a woman, than from a 
fum of money. But if he fhould be lazy, (he 
is fo fat, that there is fome reafon to doubt him\ 
I will without fail fupply you myfclf, that you 
C c 2 . . ' may 
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nay b^ onder no di&ppointments. Brz&oti 
fays, ConjunSlio maris et foemrne eft jure natunt. 
Vide Cook upon Littleton. Cairin's cafe, ift 
Vol, Reports, 

Tbia I fend ]rou from my clofet at Richkings*^ 
where I am at leifure to attend fcrious aflFairs •, 
but when one is in town, there are fo naany 
things to laugh at, that it is very difficult to com- 
pofe one's thoughts, eren long enough to write 
si letter of advice to a friend. If I fee any man 
ferious in that crowd, I look upon him for a very 
dull or defigning fellow. By-thc-bye, I am ol 
opinion, that folly and cunning are nearer allied 
than people are aw^re of. If a fool runs out hig 
fortune, and is undone, we fay, the poof man 
ha9 been outwitted. Is it not as reafonable to fay* 
<>f a cunning rafcal, who has lived miferable, and 
died hated and dcfpifed, to leave a great fortune 
behind him, that he has outwitted himfelf ? In 
fhoft, to be fcrious about tbofe trifles, which the 
majority of mankind think of confequence, feems> 
to me to denote folly \ and to trifle with thoft 
thingS) which they generally treat Ittdicroufly^ 
inay. denote knavery. I have obfervcd^ that, in 
ijomcdy, the bed aftor plays the part of the droll, 
whilft fome fcrub rogue is made the hero, Gi 
fine gcndcraan. So in this farce of life, wife 
men pafs their time in mirth, whilft fools only 
are fertous. Adieu. 

Continue to be merry and wife 5 but never 
jturii ferious or cunning. 

LE.TTER 

♦ * A fie at o£\iU "Lcg:4ftv\^% \\\ '^\^0«^xv^^3sv(^u^e.' 
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LETTER CCCCXCIV. 

MR GAT TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Ame/bury^ April i*]. ^Ti^T 

YOUR'S, without a date, I received two day^ 
after my return tonliis place from London^ 
where I flayed Only four days. I faw Mr Pope, 
who is much better : I dined with him at Lord 
Oxford's, who never fails drinking your heafth, 
and is always very inquifitive after every thing 
that concerns you. Mr Pultcney had received 
your letter, and feemed very much pleafed with 
it i and I thought you too very much in the fa- 
vour of the Lady- Sir William Windham,^ who- 
you will hear hath buried Lady Catharine, wa^ 
at Dawley in great affli£lion. Dr Arbuthnott I 
found in good health and fpirits. His neigh- 
bour, Mr Lewis, was gone to Bath. Mrs Patty 
Blount I faw two or three times, who will be 
very much pleafcd, when (he knows you fo kind- 
ly remember her. I am afraid Mrs Howard 
will not be fo well fatisfied with the compli- 
ments you' fend her. I bre'akfafted twice with 
her at Mrs Blount's ; and (he told me, that her 
indifpofition had prevented her anfwering your 
letter. This (he defired me to tell you, that (he 
would write to you ibon v and ihe defires you* 
will accept of her compliments^in the mean time: 
by me. You fliould confidcr circumftances be- 
fore you ccnfurc. It will be too long for a let- 
e c 3^. tw 
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tcr to make her apology 5 but when I fee you, 
I (hall convince you that you miftake her *• The 
day before I left London, I gave orders for buy- 
ing two South-fea or India bonds for you, which 
carry 4I. per cent, and are as eafily turned into 
ready money,, as bank-bills j which, by this time,. 
1 fuppofe is done. 

Whenever you cortie to England, if you will 
put that confidence in me, to give me notice, I 
Hvill nieet you at your landing-place,'and conduS 
you hither. You have experience of me as a 
traveller ; and I promife, I will not drop you on 
the road for any vifit whatever. You teJl me 
of thanks I have not given. I dont know what 
to fiy to people M^ho are continually laying one 
under obligations : My behaviour to you (hall 
convince you that I am very fenfible of them, 
though I never once mention them. Hook up- 
on you as my bed friend and counfcllor. I long 
for the time when we (hall meet and converfc 
together. I will draw you into no great com- 
pany, befide thofe I live with. In fhort, if you . 
iflfift upon it, I will give up aH great company 
foryour's. Thefe are conditions that I can hard- 
ly think you will infift opon, after your decla- 
rations to the Dutchefs, who is more and more 
impatient to fee you : and all my fear is, that 
you will give up me for her, which, after my un- 
gallant declaration, would be very ungenerous. 
But we win fettle this matter together, wheit 

you 

• Se«: a further defence of this lady,, in the letter of 
XadyBL— — O . 
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^ou come t» Amefbory. After all, I find I have 
1>een faying nothing j for fptaking of her, I an^ 
talking as^ if I were rn my own power. You 
nfed to bkame me for over-foiicitude about my- 
felf. I am now fo rich, that I don't think my- 
felf worth thinking on ; fo that I will promife 
you never to mention myfclf, or my own affairs ^ 
l)ut you owed it all to the iirquifitivenefs of your 
friendfliip 5 and ten to one but you will every 
now and then draw me in to talk of myfelf a^ 
gain. I feht you a grofs ftate of my fortune al*^ 
ready. I have not room to draw it out in par- 
ticulars. When* you come over, the Dutchefs 
will ftate it to you. I have left no room for her 
to write, fo that I will fay nothing till my letter 
SB gone «, but (he would not forgive me. If I did) . 
ttot fend her complimnents. 



LETTER CCCCXCV. 

TO VENTOSO. 

snB, ^pril 2%. 173 r*^ 

YOUR Icttef hath lain- by me without acknow- 
ledging it longer than I intended ; not for 
want of civility, but becaufe I was wholly at a 
tefs wh^t to fay : For as your fcheme of think* 
ing, convcrfing, and Irving, diflPers in every point 
diametrically from mine, fo I think myfelf the 
rtoft improper perfon in the world to converfti 
or correfpond with you. You would be glad to 
ht thought a proud man, and yet there is not 
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a grain of pride in you : For you are pleafed tkat 
people ihould know you have been acquainted 
with perfons of great mmes and titles, whereby 
you confefs that you take it for an honour ^ which 
a proud man never does : And, befides, you ran 
the hazard of not being believed: You went 
abroad, and drove to engage yourfelf in a def- 
perate caufe, very much to the damage of your 
fortune, and might have been to' the danger of 
your life, if there had not been, as it were, a 
combination of fomc, who would not give credit 
to the account you gave of your tranfaflions 5 andi 
of others, who, either really, or pretending to be- 
lieve you, having given you out as a dangerous 
perfott, (of which laft notion I once hinted fome« 
thing to you) : Becaufe, if what you repeated 
©f yourfelf were true,, it was necef&ry tbat you 
kad either made your peace, or mull have been 
profecuted for high-treafon. The reputation 
^if there be any) of having been acquainted with \ 
princes and other great perfons, arifes from its 
being generally known to others, but never once 
mentioned by ourfelves, if it can poflibly be a- 
▼oided. I fay this perfedly for your fervice, be- 
caufe an univerfal opinronamong thofe who know, 
©r have heard of you, that you have always prac* 
tifed a direft contrary proceeding, hath done you 
more hurt than your natural underftandiiig, left 
to itfelf, could ever have brought upon you. 
The world will never allow any man that cha*- 
Ka£ter which he gives to himfelf, by openly pro- 
fefling it to thofe with whom he converfeth. 
ytk^ learning, valour, great acquaintance, the 

«fteeni 
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efteem of good mco, will be known ; although 
life ihould endeavour to conceal them, however 
Aicj may pafs Unrewarded : But I doubt, oaf 
ewn bare afiertions, upon any of thofe points, 
K^ll very little avail except in tempting the hear- 
ers to judge direftly contrary to what we ad- 
vance. Therefore, at this feafon of your life, I 
fhould be glacf you would aft after the common 
cuftom of mankind, and have done with thoughts 
of courts, of ladies, of lorde> of politics, and all 
dreams of being important in the world. I am 
glad your country- life hath taught you Latin, of 
which you were altogether ignorant when I 
knew you firft ; and I am aftoniflicd how you 
came to recover it. Your new friend Horace 
"Will teach you many leflbns agreeable to what 
I have faid, for which I could refer to a dozen 
paflliges in a few minutes. I (hould be glad to 
fee the houfe wholly fwept of thcfe cobwebs, and 
that you would take an oath never to mention 
m prince or princefs, a foreign or domeftic lord, 
an intrigue of ftate or of love ; but fuit your* 
fclf to the climate and company where your pru*- 
dence will be to pafs the reft of your life. It i» 
not a farthing matter to you what is doing in 
Europe, more than to every alderman who read« 
the newd in a cofiee-houfe. If you could rci. 
folve to zQ, thus, your undcrftanding is good c- 
nough to qualify you for any converfation in this 
kingdom.- Families will receive you without 
fear or conftraint, nor watch to hear you talk in 
*thc grand ftyle, laugh when you are gone, and 

tell 
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tell it to all their acquaintance. It is a happtncft 
that this quality may, by a man of fenfe, be as 
eafily fhaken off as it is acquiredj efpecially when 
he hath no proper claim to it : For you were not 
bred to be a man of bufinefs ; you never were 
called to any employments at courts ; but defti-* 
ned to be a private gentleman, to entertain 
yourfelf with country-buHnefs anH country-ac- 
quaintance ; or at bed, with books of amufe* 
ment in your own language. It Is an uncontrol* 
led truth, that no man ever made an ill figure 
who underftood his own talents, nor a good one 
who miftook them. . I am, isfc. 



LETTER CCCCXCVI. 

lADY B . G TO DR SWIFT* 

June 5. 173I. I 

I Fancy you have comforted yourfelf a long 1 
time with the hopes of hearing no morei ' 
but you may return your thanks to a downright 
fit of the gout in my foot, and as painful a rheii- 
matifnl that followed immediately after in my 
arm, which bound me to my good behaviour. 
So you may perceive I Ihould make a fad narfc 
to Mr Pope, who finds the effe£ls of age, and a 
crazy carcafe already. However, if it is true 
what I am informed, that you are coming here 
'foon, I exped you fliould bring us together \ and 

if 
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he will bear me with patience, I (hall hear 
n with pleafure. 

[ don't know what number of chaplains the 
ike of Dorfet intends to carry over ; but as 
1 1 have heard of but one that he has fent, 
d he is as worthy, honeft, fenfible a man as 
y I know, Mr Brandreth, who, I believe, was 
:ommended to your acquaintance. 1 believe you 
11 find by my writing, that it is not quite eafy 
me; fo I will neither teafe you, nor trouble 
irfelf longer, who am'moft fincerely your faith- 
l humble fervant, 

E. G. 



LETTER CCCCXCVII. 

COUNTERFEIT LETTER TO THE Q:: N *. 

MADAM, Dublin^ June 22. 1 73 1. 

Have had the honour to tell your Majefty 

• on another occaiion, that provinces labour 
ider one mighty misfortune, which is, in a 
eat meafure, the caufc of all the reft; and that 
, , that they are for the moft part far removed 
om the Prince's eye, and of confequence from 
e influence both of his wifdom and goodnefs. 
his is the cafe of Ireland beyond cxpreffion ! * 
There is not not one mortal here, who is not 

Mkrell 

• Thus endorfed by Dr Swift: " Connterfeit letter 
from me to the Q,— n, fcnt to me by Mr Pope, dated 
June 22d i73». Received July 19th 1731. Givea bythc 
Countefs of SutFolk.'^ 
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well fatisficd of your Majefty's good intentions to 
all your people : And yet your fubje£ts Of this 
iflc are fo far from iharing the effe&s of your 
good difpofitions, in any equitable degree ; are fo 
far from enjoying all the good to which they arc 
entitled from your Majefty's moft gf aciotis in- 
clinations, that they often find great drfficulty 
how to enjoy even the relief of complaint. 

To omit a thoufand other inilances, there is 
one perfon of Irifti birth, eminent for genius and 
merit of many kinds^ an honour to her country, 
and to her fex ! I will be bold to fay, not iefs fo in 
hir ffhere than ^ur Majejiy in your's. And yet 
all her talents and virtues have not yet been able 
to influence any one perfon about your Majefty, 
fo far as to introduce her into your lead notice. 
As I am your Majefty*s moft dutiful and loyal 
fubjeft, it is a debt I owe your Majefty to ac- 
quaint you, that Mrs Barber, the befl female poet 
of this or perhaps of any age^ is now in your Maje- 
fly's capital, known to Lady Hartford, Lady Tor- 
rington. Lady Walpole, (^c. A woman whofe 
genius is honoured by every man of genius in 
this kingdom, and either honoured or envyed by 
every man of genius in England. 

Your Majefty is juftly reverenced for thofc 
great abilities with which God hath blefTed you; 
for your regard to learning, and your zeal for 
true religion : Complete your charafter, by your 
regard to perfons of genius, efpecially thofe who 
make the greatnefs of their talents, after your 
l^ajefty^s example, fubfervient to the good of 

Bkaqkiod ( 
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mankind and the glory of God ; which is mod 
remarkably Mrs Barber's cafe and charadier. 

Give me leave to tell you^ Madam, that every 
fubjeiSt of underilanding and virtue throughout 
your dominions, is appofnted by Providence of 
your council. And this. Madam, is an open and 
an honeft apology for this trouble \ or, to fpeak 
more properly, for this dutiful information. It 
is your true intereft that all your fubjefts (hould 
fee that merit is regarded by you in one inftance* 
or rather, that it is nbt difregarded in any in- 
ftance. Let them daily blefs God for every 
gift of virifdom and goodnefs bcftowed iipon you, 
and pray inceflantly for the long continuance of 
them ; as doth 

Tour Majesty's 

Mod dutiful, and 

I 
Loyal fubjeft and fervant, 

JON ATH. SWIFT. 

LETTER CCCCXCVIIL 

Dublin f June 59. 173 1« 

EVER fince I received your letter, I have been 
upon a balance about going to England, 
and landing at Briftol, to pafs a month at Amef- 
bury, as the Dutchefs hath given me leave. But 
many difficulties have interfered. Pirft, I thought 
Vol. XW. t C c I 
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I had done with my law-fuit, and fo did all mj 
lawyers; but my advcrfary, after being in appear- 
ance a Protcftant thefe twenty years, hath decla- 
red he was always a Fapift, and confequently, by 
the law here, cannot buy nor (I think) fell ; fo 
that I am at fea again, for almoil ail I am worth. 
But I have ftill a worfe evil : For the giddinefs I 
was fubjef); to, inftead of coming feldpm and 
violent, now condantly attends me more or lefs j 
l^ough in a more peaceable manner, yet fuch as 
will not qualify me to live among the young and 
healthy; and the Dutcbcfs,in all her youth, fpirit, 
and grandeur, will make a very ill nurfe, and her 
women not much better. Valetudinarians muft 
live where they can command and fcold ; I muft 
have horfes to ride, I muft go to bed and rife 
when I pleafe, and live where all mortals are fub- 
fervient to me. I muft talk nonfcnfc when I 
pleafe, and all who are prefent muft commend it. 
I muft ride thrice a- week, and walk three or four 
miles befides every day. 

I always told you Mr was good for no- 
thing, but to be a rank courtier. I care not whe- 
ther he ever writes to me or no. He and you 
may tell this to the Dutchefs ; and I hate to fee 
you fo charitable, and fuch a cully ; and yet I 
love you for it, becaufe I am one myfelf. 

You are the fillieft lover in Chriftendom. If 

you like Mrs , why do you not command 

her to take you ? If (he does not, fee is not 
worth purfuing. You do her too much honour; 
ihe hath neither fenfe nor tafte, if ftie dares to 

refufe 
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refufe you, though {he had ten thoufand pounds. 
I do not remember to have told you of thanks 
that you have not 'given, nor do I underftan J 
your meaning, and I am fure I had never the 
kaft thoughts of any myfelf. If I am your 
friend, it is for my own reputation, 'and from a 
principle of felf-love ; and I do fometimes re- 
proach \you for not honouring me, by letting the 
world know we are friends. 

I fee very well how matters go with the DtM- 
chefs in regard to me. I heard her fay, Mr Gay^ 
fill your letter to the Dean, that there may be no 
room for me ; the froHc is gone far enough $ I have 
writ thrice; I will do no more ; if the man has a 
mind to come, let him come ; what a clutter is 
here ? Pofitively I will not write a fyllable more* 
She is an ungrateful Dutchefs, confidering how 
many adorers I have procured her here, over and 
above the thoufands {he had before.— ^ I cannot 
allow you rich enough till you are worth 70001. 
which will bring you 300 1. per annum ; and this 
will n^aintain you, with the perquifite of fpun-^ 
ging while you are young; and when you are 
old, will aiBbrd you a pint of port at night, two 
fervants, and an old maid, a little garden, and 
pen and ink,— provided you live in the coun- 
try. Have you no fcheme either in verfe or 

profe ? The Dutchefs {hould keep you at hard 
meat, and by that means force you to write ; and 
fo I have done with you. 

C C 2 MADAM| 
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MADAMy 

Since I began to grow old, I have found all 
hidies become inconftant, without any reproach 
from their confcience. If I wait on you, I de- 
clare, that one of your women (which-ever it is 
that has dedgns upon a chaplain) muft be my 
nurfc, if I happen to be fick or pcevilh at your 
houfe *, and in that cafe you muft fufpend your 
domineering claim till I recover. Your omitting 
the ufual appendix to Mr Gay'« letters hath done 
me infinite mifchicf here » -for while you conti- 
nued them, you would wonder how civil the 
ladies here were to me, and how much they 
have altered fince. I dare not confefs that I 
have defcended fo low as to write to your Grace, 
after the abominable negle£^ you have been guil- 
ty of ; for if they but fufpe£ted it, I (hould lofe 
them alK One of them, who had an inkling of 
the matter, (your Grace will hardly believe it), 
refufed to beg my pardon upon her knees ; for 
once ziegle£iing to make my rice-milk.— Pray, 
confider this, and do your duty, or dread the 
confequence. I promife you iliall have your wiU 
fix minutes every hour at Amefbury, and fevea 
in London, while I am in health : But if I hap- 
pen to be fick, I muft govern to a fecond. Yet, 
properly fpcaking, there is no man alive witK fo 
much truth and rcfpeft your Grace's moft obc* 
«Uent and devoted fervant. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXCIX. 

THE DUTCHESS 09 — AND MR GAT TO 

DR SWIFT. 

V 

THE DUTCHESS. 

July *S. 1731. 

YOU are my dear friend, I am fure, for you 
are hard to be found : That you are fo, is. 
certainly owing to fomeevil genius. For if you fay 
true, this is the very propereft plarce you can re-' 
pair to. There is not a head here upon any of 
our ihoulders that is not at fome times worfe 
than your's can poffibly be at the worft ; and not 
one to compare with your's, when at beft, except 
yo^r friends are your fwom liars. So, in one rc- 
fpedl at lead, you will find things juft as they 
could be wiflied. It is farther neceflary to aflure 
you, that the Dutchefs is neither healthy nor 
young; fhc lives in all the fpirits (he can, and 
with as little grandeur as (he can poffibly. She 
too, as well as you, can fcold and command 5 but 
' (he can be fiient and obey, if flie pleafes; and 
then for a good nurfe, it is out of difpute that 
(he muft prove an excellent one, who has been 
fo experienced in the infirmities of others, and 
of her own. As for talking nonfenfe, provided 
you c[o it- on purpofe, fhe has no objedtion : 
There is fome fenfe in nonfenfe, when it does 
not come by chance. In fliort, I am very fore ' 
C c 3 that;,. 
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that flic has fet her heart upon feeing you at thia 
place. Here are women enough to attend you, 
if you (hould happen not to approve of her. She 
has not one fine lady belonging to her or 'her 
houfe. She is impatient to be governed, and is 
chearfully determined, that youfliall quietly en- 
joy your own will and pleafure as loi>g as ever 
you pleafe. 

Mr Gat. 

You fliall ride, you fliall walk, and .flie w31 
be glad to follow your example : And this will be 
doing good at the fame time to. her and your{el£ 
I had not heard from you io long,, that I was m 
fears about you» and in the uimofl: impaticnce- 
for a letteif . I had flattcreSi myfelf your law- 
fuit was at an end, and that your own money 
was in your own pocket ; and about a month a* 
go, I was every day expe£king a. fumnions to. 
Briilol. Youx money is either getting or lofing 
fomething ; for I have placed it in the fund&u 
For I am grown fo much a man of bufinefs, that 
is to fay, fo covetous, that I cannot bear to let 
a fum of money lie idle- Your friend Mrs Ho- 
ward is now Countefs.of Suffolk; I am fiill b 
much a dupe, that I think you midake her. 
Come to Amelbury, a«d you and 1 will difpute 
this matter i and the Dxitchefs fliall be judge 
But I fancy you will obje<Ei againft her 5. for I 
will be fo fair to you as to own, that I think flic 
is of my fide : But, in fliort, you fliall cbufc 
liny impartial referee you pleafe. I have heard 

from 
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from her ; Mr Pope hath fcea her y I beg you 
would fufpend your judgment till we talk over 
fchis affair together 5 for I fancy, by your letter, 
fou have neither heard from her, nor feen her j 
fo that you cannot at prefent be a$ good a judge 
as we are. Til be a dupe for you at any time ; 
thefore I beg it of you, that you would let me 
be a dupe in quiet. 

As you have had feveral attacks of the giddi- 
iiefs you at prefent complain of, and that it hath 
formerly left you, I will hope, that at this in- 
ftant you are perfedliy well ; though my fears 
were fo very great, before I received your letter, 
that I may probably fz^ter myfejf, and think 
you better than you are. As to ray being a ma*. 
nager for the Duke, you have been mifinformed. 
Upon the difchirge of an unjuft fteward, he 
took the admin til ration into- his own hands. I 
own 1 was called iu to his aiTiftance, when the 
ftate o'f aSairs was in the greateft eonfufion. 
Like an ancient Ron^n, I came, put my help-* 
ing hand to fet ai&ir^ i^g^t, and as foon as it 
was done, I am retired again as a private man. 

The Dcjtghess. 
What you imagined you heard her fay, was 
a good deal in her ftyle : It was a thoufand to 
one ihe had not feid fo, but I.muft do her the ju- 
fticc to fay, that (he did not, either in thought 
or word. I am fure fhe wants to be better ac- 
quainted with you, for which (he has found out' 

tea 
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ten thoufand rcafons, that we'll tfell you, if you 

come. 

Mr Gat. 

By your letter, I cannot gucfs whether we 
are like to fee you or no. W^hy might not the 
Amcfbury Downs make you better ? 

The Dutchess. . 
Dear Sir, f 

Mr Gay tells me, I muft write upon his line 
for fear of taking up too much room. It was 
his fault that I omitted my duty in his laft let- 
ter, for he never teld me one word of writing 
to you, till he had fent away his letter. How- 
ever, as a mark of my^reat humility, I {hall be 
ready and glad to a(k your pardon upon my 
knees, as foon as ever you come, though not in 
fault. I own this is a little mean-fpirited, which 
I hope will not make a bad impreffion, confider* 
ing you are the occafion. I fubmit to all your 
conditions, fo pray come \ for I have not only 
promifed myfelf, but Mr Gay alfo, the fatisfac- 
tion to hear you talk as much nonfenfe as you 
can poffibly utter. 

Mr Gay. 

Tou will read in the Gazette of a friend of 
your's, who hath lately had the dignity of being 
difgraced^*: For he, and every body, except 

five 

• • "William Pultflney, Efq; vho, on tlic ift of July 
i73r, was, by order of King Gporgc If. ftmck oat of the 
lift of the privy- council, and put oat of all the comi9iF> 
£ons of the peace* 
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Sve or fix, look upon it in the' fame light. I 
know, were you here, you would congratulate 
bim upon it. I have no fch.enie at prefent, ei^ 
ther to raife my fame or fortune. I dally re- 
proach myfelf for my idlenefs. You know, one 
:annot write when one will. I think and rejefl: 
dne day or other, perhaps, I may think on fome- 
Aing that may engage me to write. You and 
[ are alike in one particular, (I wi(h to be fo in 
ftiany); I mean, that we hate to write upon 0- 
ther folks hints. I love to have my own fcheme, 
and to treat it in my own way. This, perhaps^ 
tnay be taking too much upon myfelf, and I majr 
Biake a bad choice } but I can always enter in* 
to a fcheme of my own with more eafc and plea^ 
Cure, than into that of any other body, I long to 
fee you ; I long to hear from you \ I wi(h you 
bealth I I wi(h you happinefs *, and I ihould be 
rery happy myfelf to be witnefs that you enjoy^ 
ed ,my wifhes. 



LETTER D. 

s 

TO MR POPE. 
OEAH SIR, Juiy 20. I73I* 

I » Writ you a long letter not many days ago, 
which therefore did not arrive until after 
your lad that I received yefterday, with the in- 
clofed from me to the Q^^ — n. You hinted 
fomething of this in a former letter : I will teH; 
' you 



3IO D E A N S W I FT's 

you fincercly how the affair (lands. I never was 
at Mrs Barber's houfe in my life, except once 
that I chanced to pafs by her (hop, was deiired 
to walk in, and went no further, nor (laid three 
minutes. Dodor Delany hath been long her 
prodlor ; and he being many years my acquaint- 
ance, defired mygood offices for her, and brought 
her feveral times to the deanry. I knew (he was 
poetically given^ and, for a woman, had a fort of 
genius that way. She appeared very modeft and 
pious, and I believe was (incere, and wholly turn* 
ed to poetry. I did conceive her journey to Eng- 
land was on the fcore of her trade, being a wool- 
len*draper, until Do£lor Delany faid, flie had a 
defign of printing her poems by fubfcription, and 
defired I would befriend her: Which I did chief- 
ly by your means. The Dodor (lill urging me 
on, upon whofe requeft I writ to her two or 
three times, becaufe (he thought that my counte- 
nancing of her might be of ufe. Lord Carteret very 
much befriended her, and (he feems to have made 
her way not ill. As for thofe three letters you 
mention, fuppofed all to be written by me to the 
Qj-n, on Mrs Barber's account, efpedally the 
letter which bears my name \ I can only fay, that 
the apprehenfions one may be apt to have a friend 
doing a fooliih thing, is an effeA of kindne(s) 
and God knows, who is free from playing the 
fool fome time or other. But in fuch a degree, as 
to write to the Q^n, who hath ufed me ill with- 
out any caufe, and to write in fuch a manner as 
the letter you fent me, and in fuch a itylei and 

to 
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to have fo much zeal for one almoft a ftranger^ 
«nd to make fuch a defcription of a woman, as 
to prefer her before all mankind, and to inftance 
it as one of the greateft grievances of Ireland, 
that her Majeily hath not encouraged Mrs Bar* 
ber, a woollen-dfaper's wife declined in the 
world, becaufe (lie hath a knack at verfifying ; ' 
was to fuppofe, or fear, or folly fo tranfcendent, 
that no man could be guilty of, who was not fit 
for Bedlam. You know the letter you fent in- 
clofed is not my hand \ and why I (hoi^ld dif- 
guife, and yet fign my name, (hould feem unac- 
countable: Efpecially when I am taught, and 
have reafon to believe, that I am under the Q^n's 
difpleafure on many accounts, and one very late, 
for having fixed up a (lone over the burying-place 
of the Duke of Schomberg, in my chathedral : 
Which, however, I was afiured by a worthy per- 
fon, who folicited that affair lad fummer with 
fome relations of the Duke, that her Majefty, 
on hearing the matter, faid they ought to ereft 
a monument. Yet I am told affuredly, that the 
K — g, not long ago, on the reprefentation and 
complaint of the Pruffian envoy, (with a hard 
name), who hath married a gtand-daughter of the 
Duke, faid publicly in the drawing-room, That I 
liad put up that (lone out t>f malice, to raife a 
quarrel between his Majefty and the King of 
Pruffia *. This perhaps may be falfe, becaufe it 
18 abiurd : For I thought it ^as a Whiggifti ac- 
tion ta honour Duke Schomberg, who was fo in- - 

ftrumental 

• Scchia E{Mtaplv Vol* IX* p. 223. 
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(lrufn€iital in the Revolution, and was Stadthold' 
cr of Pniffia, and otberwife in the fervice of thai ^ 
cleftorate, which is now a kingdom. You will 
obfcrve the letter you fent me concluded, ** Your 
« Majefty's loyal fubjeft," which is abfolutely ab- 
furd ; for we arc only fubjefts to the King, and 
fo is her Majefty herfelf. I have had the happi- 
ncfs to be known to you above twenty yean j 
and I appeal, whether you have known me to 
exceed the common indifcretions of mankind; 
or that when I conceived myfelf to have been 
fo very ill ufed by her Majefty, whom I never 
attended but on her own commands, lihould 
turn folicitor to her for Mrs Barber? If the 
Q---n had not an inclination to think ill of me, 
{he knows me too well to believe in her own 
heart that I fhould be fuch a coxcomb. I am 
puihcd on by that unjuft fufpicion to give up fo 
much of my difcretion, as to write next poft to 
my Lady Suffolk on this occafion, and to deiire 
fhe will {hew whdt I write to theQ--n 5 although 
I have as much reafon to complain of her as of 
her Majefty, upon the fcore of her pride and ne- 
gligence, which make her fitter to be an Iriflr 
lady than an Englifli one. You told me (he com* 
plained that I did not write to her: When.I did, 
upon your advice, and a letter that required an 
anfwer, (lie wanted civility to acquit herfelf. I 
fliall not be kfs in the favour of God, or the c- 
fteem of my friends, for either of their Maj^iliet 
hard thoughts*, which they only take up fr^m 
mifreprefentations. The -firft time I faw the 

Q^n, 
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U Q^-n, I took occafion, upon the fubjeft of Mr 
Gay, to complain of that very treatment which 
innocent perfons often receive from princes and 
great minifters 5 that they too eafily receive bad 
impreflions ; and although they are demonftrably 
convinced that thofe impreOioj^ had no grounds, 
yet they will never (hake them off. This I faid 
I upon Sir Robert Walpolc's treatment of Mr Gay 
I about a libel, and the Qj-n fell entirely in with 
me, yet now falls into the fame error. As to 
thelett * ^ ♦ » * * # 

t of accidents, and out of perfeft commiferationi 



LETTER DL 

TO THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK :j:. 

MADAM, y^6'24«i73r. 

I Give you joy of your new title, and of the 
confequences it may have or hath had 011 
your rifing at court, whereof 1 know nothing 
but by common fame : Fqt you remember how 
I propheded of your behaviour, when you fliould 
come to be a great lady, at the time I drew your 
charafter; and hope you have kept it. I writ 
Vol. XVI. D d to 

f Here the piper is accidentally torn. There fcems to 
be M'anting eight fmall quarto lines, and contludcs with 
thofc few words on the back of the page, which lollow- 
the aftcrifks. 

t Occafioned by the counterfeit Jotter to the puecu. 
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-to you foihc time ago by the advice of Mr Pope: 
I writ to youx:ivilly i but you did not anfwer^y 
letter, although you were not then a countefs ^ 
and if you were, your negle<^ was fo much the 
the worfe, for your title hath not increafed your 
value with me, and your conduft muft be very 
good, if it will not leiTen you. Neither (hould 
you hare heard from me now, if it were not on 
a particular occaiion. I find, from feveral in- 
ftanccs, that I am under the Q^n's difpleafure ; 
and, as it is ufual among princes, without any 
manner of reafon. I am told there were three 
letters fent to her Majefty in relation to one Mrs 
Barber, who is now in London, and foliciting for a 
fubfcription to her poems. It feems the Q^-n 
thinks that thefe letters were written by me -y and 
1 fcorn to defend iiiyfelf even to her Majefty, 
grounding my fcorn upon the opinion I had of 
her juftice, her tafte, and good fenfe ; cfpecially 
when the laft of thofe letters, whereof I have 
jufl received the original from Mr Pope, was 
figned with my name : And why I (hould dif- 
guife my hand, which you knoW' very well, and 
yet write my name, is both ridiculous and unac- 
countable. Laft pcrfl I writ my whole fcnti- 
ments on the matter to Mr Pope; who tells 
me, that you and he vindicated me on all the 
three letters; which indeed was but bare ju- 
ftice in you both, for he is my old friend, and 
you are in my debt on account of the efteem I had 
for you. I defire you would afk the Q^n, whe- 
ther, 
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tlicr, fince the time I had the honour to be knownr 
to her, I ever did one (ingie ^Gtion, or faid one 
finglc word to difoblige her ? I neifer aiked her 
for any thing : And you well know, that, whea 
I had an intention to go to France about the 
time that the late K— g diedj I defired your o- 
pinion, (not as you were a courtier), whether I 
ihould go or no •, and that you abfolutely forbid 
me, as a thing that would look difaffe£ked, and 
for other reafons, wherein I confefs I was your 
dupe, as well as fomebody's elfe : And, for 
want of that journey, I fell fick, and was forced 
to return hither ta my unenvied home. I hear 
the Q^n hath blamed me for putting a (looey 
with a Latin infcription, over the Duke of 
Schomberg's burying place in my cathedral^ 
and that the K — g faid publicly, I had done it 
in malice, to create a quarrel between him and 
the King of Pruflia. But the public prints^ as 
wdl as the thing itfelf, will vindicate me : And 
the hand the Duke had in the Revolution made 
him deferve the bed monument. Neither could 
the King of PruflSa juftly take it ill, who muft 
needs have heard^that the Duke was in the fcr- 
vice of PrufBa, and Stadtholder of it, as I have 
feen in his tiles. The firft time I faw the Q^-n^ 
1 talked to her largely upon the conduft of princes 
and great miniflers, (it was on a particular 
occafion), that, when they receive an ill account 
of any perfon, although they afterwards have 
the greateft dcmonftration of the- falfchood, yet 
D d 2 wiU 
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will they never be reconciled : And althovgli 
the (^ n fell in with me upon the hardfliip of 
inch a proceeding, yet now (he treats me exadi- 
]y in the fame manner. I have faults enough^ 
but never was guilty of any either to her Ma- 
jefty or to you:* And as little to the K— g, 
whom I never faw, but when I had the honour 
to kifs his hand. I am fenfible that I owe a 
great deal of this ufagc to Sir Robert Walpolc | 
whom yet I never ofitoded, although he waft 
pleafed to quarrel with me very unjuftly * : Foi» 
which I Ihewed not the leaft refcntment, (what- 
ever I might have in my heart), nor was ever ar 
partaker with thofe who have been battling him- 
for fome years pad. I am contented that the 
Q^n fhould fee this letter 5 and would pleafc 
to confider how fcvere a cenfure it is to believe 
I (hould write three to her, pnly to find fault ^ 
with her miniftry, and recommend Mrs Barber, 
whom Inever knew until (he was recommend- 
ed to ttit by a worthy friend, to help her to fub- 
icribers, which by her writings I thought ihe 
deferved. Her Majefty gave me leave, and even 
commanded me, above five years ago, if I lived 
tontil flie was Q^n, to write to her on behalf 
cf Ireland : For the miferies of this kingdom, 
fhe appeared then to be much concerned. I dc- 
fired the friend who introduced me to be a wit- 

ncfs 
• It IS true, there are but two or three paflages ia 
Swift's Works that could in the leaft oiTena Sir R. W. 
before this period; but inftantly after, even in this very 
year 173»» h« attacks him with a good deal of fcverity. 
Vide h'l^ poems. 
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ncfs of her Majefty's promife. Yet that liberty 
I never took, although I had too many occa- 
fions 5 and is it not wonderful, that 1 (hould be 
fufpefted of writing to her in fuch 2 ftyle, in a 
counterfeit hand, and my name fubfcribed, up- 
on a perfeft trifle, at the fame time that I well 
knew myfelf to be very much out of her Majefty"* 
good graces ? I am, perhaps, not fo very much 
awed with Majefty as others^ having known 
courts more or lefs froix^my early youth. And 
I have mope than once told the Q^n, that I 
did not regard her ftation half fo much, as the 
good underftanding 1 heard and found to be in 
her : Neither did I ever once fee the late K— g, 
although her Majefty was pleafcd to chide me 
on that account, for my fingularity. In this I 
am a good Whig^ by thinking it fufficient to be 
a dutiful fubjefl:, without any perfonal regard 
for princes, further than as their virtues deferve^ 
and upon that fcore had a moft particular re- 
fpe£l for the Qj-n, your miftrefs. One who 
aflcs nothing may talk with freedom, and that 
is my cafe. I have not faid half that was in my 
heart, but I will have done ; and, remember- 
ing that you are a countefs, will borrow fo mucli 
ceremony, as to remain, with great refpeft. 

Madam, 

Your Ladyfhip^s 

Moft obedient, and 

Moft humble fervant. 

D d J LETTER 
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LETTER DII. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT^ 

Auguft 2. I'JIU 

I AM indebted to you, my Reverend Dean, for 
a letter of a very old date : The cxpcfta- 
tion of feeing you from week to week, which 
our friend Gay made sje entertain, hindered mc 
from writing to you a good while ; and I liave 
fince deferred it by wailing an. opportunity of 
fending my letter by a fafe hand. That oppor- 
tunity prefents itfelf at laft, and Mr Ecklin will 
put this letter into your hands. 

You will hear from him, and from others, of 
the general ftate of things in this country, into 
which I returned,, and where I am confined for 
ray fins. If I entertained the notion, which by 
the way I believe to be much older than Popery,. 
or even than Chxiftianity, of making up an ac- 
count with heaven^ and demanding the balance 
in blifs, or paying it by good works and buffer- 
ings of my own, and by the merits and fufferings. 
cf others, I Ihould imagine that I had expiated 
ull the faults of my life, one way or other, fince 
my return into England. One of the circum- 
ffcances of my fituation, which has afflifted me 
iiioft, and which afflifts me ftill fo, is the ab- 
folute inutility I am of to thofe whom I fliould 
be the beft pleafed to ferve. Succefs in ferving 
my friends would make me amends for the want 

o£ 
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of it in diflerving my enemies. It is intolerable 
to want it in both, and yet both go together ge- 
nerally. 

I have had two or three projefts on foot for 
making fuch an eftablifhment here as might 
tempt you to quit Ireland. One of them would 
have fucceeded, and would have been agreeable 
in every refpeft, if engagements to my LadyV 
kinfman (who did not, I fuppofe, deferve to be 
your clerk) had not prevf|ited it. Another of 
thent cannot take place, without the conient of 
thofe, who would rather have you a dean in 
Ireland, than a parifli-prieft in Ejiglandj and 
who are glad to keep y6u where your fincere 
friend, my late Lord Oxford, ferit you. A 
third Avas wholly in our power -, btit when- 1 in- 
quired exaftly into the value, I found it lefs than 
I had believed ; the diftance from thefe parts- 
was great ; and befides all this, an unexpefted 
and groundlefs difpute about the right of pre- 
fentation (but ftill fuch a difpute as the law muft 
determine) had arifen. You will pleafe to be- 
lieve, that I mention tKcfe things for no other 
reafon than to (hew you, how much thofe friends 
deferve you fliould make them a vifit at leaft, 
who are fo defirous to fettle you amongft them., 
I hope their endeavours will not be always un- 
fuccefsfuU 

I received fome time ago a letter from Dr 
Delany ; and very lately Mr Pope fent me fome 
fheets, which feem to contain the fubftance of 
two fermons of that gentleman's. The phiiofo* 

phtm 



lo would De iiiconuitent witti the tornne 
pugnant to the latter. I content myfeli 
template what I am fure he has done, s 
'dore him for it in humble filence. I can 
ftrate^ that every cavil which has been 
againft the great fyftem of the world, 
and moral, from the days of Democritu 
picurus to this day, is abfurd ; but I < 
pronounce why things are made as they s 
the ends of infinite wifdom, and (hew 
portion of the means *. 

Dr Delany, in his letter to me, m< 
fomc errors in the critical parts of 1 
which he hoped he had correfted, by 
the midakes, particularly af Sir John M 
on whofe authority thofe errors were built 
ther I can be of ufe to him, even in thi< 
know not 5 for having fixed my opinion 
go concerning all ancient hiftory and chrc 
by a careful examination into the firfl 
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pies of them, I have ever fince laid that ftudy 
totally afide. I confefs^ in the letter I writ 
lately to the Do^or, ,notwithfta»ding my great 
refpe£k for Sir John Mar&am, that his autho- 
rity is often precarioucii becaufe he leans often 
on other authorities which are fo. But to yoil 
I will confefs a little more : I think, nay I know, 
that there is no pofiibility of making any fyftem 
of that kind, without doing the fame thing ; and 
that the defe£l is in th0<»Aibje6i, not in the 
writer. I have read the writings of fome who 
differ from him, and of others who undertook 
paiticularly ro refute him. It feems plain to 
me, that this was the cafe. ~ Ail the materials o£ 
this fort of learning are disjointed and broken. 
Time hafi contributed to render them fo, and 
the unfaithfulne£s of. thofe who have tranfmit^ 
ted them down to us, particularly of that vile 
fellow Euitbius ^, Has done CY^n more than* 
time itfelf. By throwing thefc fragments into 
a different order, by arbitrary interpretations, 
(and it is often impoffible to make any others), 
in (hoft, by a few plaufible gueffes for the con- 
nexion and application of them, a man may, 
with tolerable ingenuity, prove almoft any thing 
by tbem. , I tried formerly to prove, in a learn- 
ed diflertation, by the fame fet of authorities, 
that there had been four Affyrian monarchies ^ 
that there had been but three ; that there had been 

but 

• ' The learned bSfliop of Caefarea in the fourth cen- 

ttiryyinhis Chronicon, publiflied by Jofeph Scaliger, M-ith 

jioce«, at Leyden, in J 606, folio, and reprinted ac An^ 

ilerdam, with great additions to the note^» in 16^^^^ 
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but two ; that there h ad been but one,and thatthet^ 
never had been any. 1 puzzled myfelf, and a much 
nobler man than myfelf, the friend to whom I lent 
the manufcript, and who has, I believe, kept it. la 
ihort, I am afraid that I iball not be very ufeful to 
Dr Delany, in making remarks on the work he i$ 
about. His. communication of this work may 
be ufe()ul, and I am fure it will be agreeable to 
me. If you and he are dill in Ireland, pray give 
my bcfl fcrvices to htm ; but fay no more than I 
may be proper, of all I have writ to you. 

I know very well the proje£): you mean, and 
about what you fay, that Pope and you have of- 
ten teafed me. I could convince youj as he is 
convinced, that the publication of any thing of 
that kind would have been wrong on many ac- 
counts, and would be fo evennow. Befides, call 
k pride if you will, I (hall never make, either to 
Ae prefent age or to pofterity, any apology for 
Ac part I afted in the late Queen's reign ♦. But 
P will apply myfelf very ferioufly to the compo- 
fition of juft and true relations of the events of 
thofe times, in which both I, and my friends 
znd my enemies, muft take the merit or the 
blame, which an authentic and impartial deduc- 
tion of fa£l;s will alfign to us. I will endeavour 
to write fo as no man could write, who had not 

been 

• This probably allndes to a traA called «« T^etters o« 
«* the Spirit of Patriotifm, &c," of which T-ord Bolins* 
broke pem\itted a few copies to be t<iken for his parti* 
cular friends* and which afterwards found its way into 
the world by Mr Pope's means. Gent* Mag VoL XiX 
.p i^5i 19<>- 
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been a party in thofe tranfaftions, and as fc\r 
men would write, who had been concerned in 
them. I believe I ihall go back, in conHdering 
the political interefts of the principal powers in 
Europe, as far as the Pyrennean treaty ; but I 
fiiall not begin a thread of hiilory till the death 
of Charles the fecond of Spain, and the accei&on 
of Queen Anne to the throne of England. Nay, 
even from that time downwards, I (hall render 
my relations more full, ox pm magra^ the word 
is father Paul's, ju(l as I have, or have not, a 
flock of authentic materials. Thefe iball regu- 
late my work, and I will neither indulge my own 
▼anity, nor other mens curiofity in going one 
ftep farther than they carry me. You fee, my 
dear Swift, that I open a large field to myfclf ; 
with what fuccefs I fhall expatiate in it, I know 
as little, as I know whether I fhall live to go 
through fo great a work ; but I will begin im- 
mediately, and will make it one principal bufi- 
nefs of the reft of my life. This advantage, at 
leaft, I fhall reap from it, a great advantage it 
will be, my attention will be diverted from the 
prefent fcene. I fhall grieve lefs at thofe things 
which I cannot mend ; I fhall dignify my re- 
treat \ and (hall wind up the labours of my life 
in ferving the caufe of truth. 

You fay, you could eafily fhcw, by comparing 
my letters for twenty years paft, how the whole 
fyftem of my philofophy changes by the feveral 
graduations of life. I doubt it. As far as I ant _ 
able to recollect, my way of thinking has been 

uniform 
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uniform enough for more than twenty years. 
True it is, to my (hame, that my way of ading 
has not been always conformable to my way of 
thinking. My own pailions, and the paffions 
and intercfts of other men ftill more, have led 
me afide. I launched into the de^Before I 
had loaded ballad enough. If the fhip did not 
fmk, the cargo was thrown over-board. The 
ftorm itfclf threw me into port. My own opi- 
nion, my own defires, would have tept mc 
there; the opinion, the dcfires of others, fentme 
to fea again. - 1 did, and blamed myfelf for do- 
ing what others, and you anipng the reft, would 
have blamed me if I had not done. I have paid 
more than I owed to party, and as much at Icaft 
as was due to friendfliip. If I go off the ftage of 
public life, without paying all I owe to my ene- 
mies, and to the enemies of my country, I do af- 
fure you the bankruptcy is not fraudulent. I 
conceal none of my effciSs. 

Does Pope talk to you of the noble work, 
whiclij at my in(ligation,he has begun in fucha 
manner, that he muft be convinced by this time 
I judged better of his talents than he did ? The 
firfl: epiftle, which confiders man, and the habita- 
tion of man, relatively to the whole fyftem of 
univerfal being. The fecond, which condders 
him in his own habitation, in himfelf, and re- 
latively to his particular fyllem. And thelhird, 
which fliews how an univerfal caufe works to 
one end, but works by various, laws j how man, 
and beaft, and vegetable, are linked in a mutual 

dependency, 
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il€pcndency> parts nece£ary to each other, and. 
neceflary to the whole ; how human fociieties were 
formed; from what fpring true religion and 
true policy are derived; how God has rpade our 
greateft interefts and our plaineft duty indivifibly 
the fanih Thefe three epiftles, I fay, are finifh* 
ed. The fourth he is now intent upon. It is 
a noble fubjeft ; he pleads the caufe of God, I 
ufe Seneca's expreifion, againft that famous 
charge which Atheifls in all ages have brought, 
the fuppof(^d unequal difpenfations of Provi- 
dence ; a charge which I cannot heartily forgive 
your divines for admitting*. You admit it in- 
deed for an extreme good purpofe, and you build 
» Vol. XVI. Ee on 

• To prove that the difpenfations of Providence in the 
prefent ftate are not unequal, is certainly very deiirable; 
but there is reafon to fear, that thofe who blame divines 
for admitting an ine equality, have not fucceeded in the 
attempt. 

The philofophers, both ancient and modern, who have 
endeavoared to juftify the ways of God to man, by pro- 
ving that happinefs does not confift in externals, in or- 
der to fiiew that his difpenfations are equal, have yet 
placed happinefs in virtue chiefly, ^s a principle of ac 
tive benevolence. 

** Happier as kinder in each due dejrree, 
" And height of blifs, but height of charity." 
Kow there feems to be an inconilfteucy between thefe 
two principles, of which they are not aware. 

It may reafonably be aiked, what virtue, as a princi- 
ple of adlive benevolence, has to l>cftow ? Can it beftow 
upon others any thing more than externals* If not, it 
cither has not the power of communicating happinefs, 
or happinefs is to be communicated in externals. If 
it has not the power of commwnxcating happinefs, it 

if 
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on this admiffion the ncceflity of a future ftate 
of rewards and punifhments. But what if you 
ihould find, that this future flate will not account 
for God's juftice* in the prefent Hate, which 
you give up, in oppofuion to the Atheift ? Would 
it not have been better to defend God's jufticc 
in this world, againfl thefe daring men, by irre- 
fragable reafons, and to have refted the other 
point on revelation ? I do not like conceffions 
made againft demonftration, repair or fupply 
them how you will. The epiftles I have men- 
tioned will compofe a firft book ; the plan of the 
fecond is fettled. You will not underllaiKl by 
what I have faid, that Pope will go fo deep in- 
to the argument, or carry it fo far as 1 have hint- 
ed. You inquire fo kindly after my wife, that 
1 mud tell you fomething of her. She has fal- 
len upon a remedy, invented by a furgeon abroad, 
and which has had great fuccefs in cafes fimilar 
to her's. This remedy has vifibly attacked the 
original caufe of all her complaints, and has aba- 
ted in fome degree, by one gentle and uniform 
tl7eft, all the grievous and various fymptoms. I 
hope, and furely with reafon, that fhe will re- 
ceive 

« indeed a mere name; tlie fnbjciSt receives nolhiog; the 
acrent a'lves noticing. The blifs of charily is founded oa 
a dehifion ; on the f-ilfc fnppofition of a benefit commu* 
nicated by externals, v l»ich externals cannot communi* 
catc. If happincfs can be communicated by externals, 
and confequently is dej. endent upun theni» and tbefe cx« 
ternals are nneqnally dif'crihiued, how is the difpenfa- 
tion of Providence, with rcfpcei to happincfs in the pre- 
(ient ftate, equal ? 

• /. €, Will not reconcile the prefent unequal diHribn- 
tion to the divin: jufticc. 
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ceive ftill gre^^ter benefit from this method of 
cure, which flie will refume as foon as the great 
heat is over. If (he recovers, I fh all not, for her 
fake, abftraft myfelf from the world more than 
I do at prefent in this place. But if flie (houlcl 
be taken from me, I (liould mod certainly yield 
to that ftrong delire, which I have long had, of 
fccluding myfelf totally from the company and 
aflFairs of mankind 5 of leaving the management^ 
even of my private affairs, to others ; and of fc- 
curing, by thofe means, for the reft of my life, 
an uninterrupted tenor of philofophical quiet. . 
I fuppofe you have feen fome of thofe volumes 
"of fcurrility, which have been thrown into the ^ 

world againft Mr P and myfelf, and the, 

Craftfman, which gave occafion to them, I 
think it is the fenfe of all my friends, that the 
perfon who publifhed the Final Anfwer *, took 
a right turn, in a very nice and very provocking 
circomilance. To anfwer all the falfities, mif- 
reprefentations, and blunders, which a club of 
fuch fcoundrels, as Arnold, Concanen, and o- 
ther penfioners of the minifter, crouded toge- 
ther, would have been equally tedious and ridi- 
culous, and mud have forced feveral things to 
be faid. To have explained fome points, and 
Eel to 

• This i>ainplilet was written by Lord Bolingbroke» 
in his own vindication, in 1731. It is inliiled, ' A final 
« Anfwer to the Remarks on the Crafifman's Vin^iication 
•of his two honouralle Patrons; aiid to all the LibeU 

• which haye come, or may come, from the fame Quarter, 

• againft the Perfon laft mentioned in ihc Craftfman of 

• the 2 2d of May.' 
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*'lo have flopped at others, would have givc» 
ftrength to that impertinent fuggeftion. Guilt 
alone is filcnt in the day of inquiry. It was there- 
fore right to open no part of the fcene of the 
Jate Queen's reign, nor fubmit the paffagcs of 
her adminiftration, and the condudi of any of 
her minifters, to the examination of fo vile a 
tribunal. This was ftill the more right, bc- 
caufe, upon fuch points as relate to fubfequent 
tranfadlions, and as affieft me fingly, what the 
Craftfman had faid, was juftified unanfwerably; 
and what the remarker had advanced, was pro- 
ved to be infamoufly falfe. The effe€t of this 
paper has anfwered the defign of it ; and, which 
is not common, all fides agree, that the things 
faid ought to have been faid. The public wri- 
ters feem to be getting back, from thefc perfonal 
Altercations, to national afairs, much againft 
the grain of the miniftei's fadion. What tbe 
cffeft of all this writing will be, I know not ; 
but this i know, that when all the informatioa 
which can be given, is given ; when all the fpi- 
tit which can be raifed, is raifed, it is to no 
purpofe to write any more. Even you men of 
this world have nothing elfc to flo„ but to let 
the fhip drive till (he is caft away, or till the 
ftorm is over. For my own part, I am neither 
an owner, an officer, nor a formaft-maTi. I am 
but a paifenger, faid my Lord Carbury. 

It is well for you that I am got to the end of 
my paper for you might elfe have a letter as 
'long again from me. If you anfwer me by the 

port, 
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poft, reo^ember, whilft you arc writing, that yoci 
write by the poft. Adieu^ my reverend friend. 



LETTER DHL 

Aug. 28. 1731^ 

YOU and the Dutchefs ufe me very ill ; for 
I profefs I canpot diftinguifli the ftyle or 
the hand-writing of either. 1 think her Grace 
writes more like you than herfclf, and that you 
write^more like her Grace than yourfelf. I would 
fwear the beginning of your letter writ by the 
Dutchefs, though it is to pafs for yours ; becaufe 
there is a curfed lie in it, that fhe is neither 
young nor healthy ; and Jbefides, it perfectly rc- 
fembles the part fhe owns. I will likewifc 
fwear, that what I muft fuppofe is written by the 
Dutchefs, is your hand : and thus I am puzzled 
and perplexed between you j but I will go on in 
the innocency of my own heart. I am got eight 
miles from our famous metropolis, to a coun- 
try parfon*s, to whom I lately gave a city- living, 
fuch as an Englifh chaplain would leap at. I 
retired hither for the public good, having two 
great works in hand : one to reduce the whole 
politenefs, wit, humour, and ftyle of England 
into a ftiort fyftem, for the ufe of all perfons of 
quality, and particularly the maids of honour. * 
The other is almoft of equal importance 5 I may 
call it the whole duty of fervants, in about twen- 
E e 3 tyr 

• '"Wagftaff'i Dialogrnes oi Polite Conrcrfatiou/ ^uli^- 
liileil in Lis lifetime. Sec Voi X- p» n 3^, 
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* ty feveral ftations, from the fteward and wait- 
ing-woman, down to the fcullion and pantry- 
boy, f 1 believe no mortal had ever fuch fair 

invitations, as to be happy in the beft company 
€)f England. I wifti I had liberty to print your 
letter with my own comments upon it. Ther« 
was a fellow in Ireland, who from a lihoe-boy 
grew to be feveral times one of the chief gover- 
nors, wholly illiterate, and with hardly common 
fenfe. A Lord Lieutenant told the firft King 
George, that he was the greateft fubjedl he had 
in both kingdoms •, and truly this charaftcr was 
gotten and preferved by his never appearing in 
England j which was the only wife thing he c- 
verdid, except purchaiing 16,000 1. a year.— ,~. 
Why ? you need not ftare : it is cafily applied^ 
I muft be abfent, in order to preferve my credit 

with her Grace Lo here comes in the Dut- 

chefs again> (I know her by her dd'is ; but am 
a fool for difcovering my art,) to defend herfelf 

againft my conjefture of what (he faid Ma-^ 

dam, I will itpitate your Grace, and write to you* 
u^on the fame line. I own it is a bafe unr(K 
man tic fpirit in me to fufpend the honour of 
waiting at your Grace's feet, till I can finifli a< 
paltry law-fuit. It concerns indeed almoft all 
my whole fortune j it is equal to half Mr Pope's^, 
and two thirds of Mr Gay*s, and about fix weeks^ 
rent of your Grace*s. This curfed accident hath. 

driir* 

* An impcrfeifl thing of this kind, called, 'T)ire€tions 

• to fervants in jreneral/ has been pubUibc«L fiaoe kU 
death. Sec Vol. X p. 258 
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iriWd away the whole fumm«r. But, Madam, 
underiland one thkig, that I take all your iro^ 
nical civilities in a literal fenfc ; and whenever I 
have the honour to attend you, fliall cxped 
them to he literally performed : though perhaps^ 
I (hall find it hard to prove your hand-writing 
in a court of juftice 5 but that will not be much 
for your credit. How miferably hath your Grace 
been miftaken, in thinking to avoid envy by run- 
ming into exile, where it haunts you more than 
«ver it did even at court ? Non te civitas^ noti 
regia domus in exilium miferunty fed tu utrafqut* 
So fays Cicero, (as your Grace knows,) or fo he 
might have (aid. 

I am told that the Craftfman, in one of his 
papers, is offended with the publifhers of (I fup- 
pofe) the lad edition of the Dunciad ; and I was. 
alked whether you and Mr Pope were as good^ 
friends \o the new-difgraced perfon ns formerly ? 
This I knew nothing of, but fuppofe it was the 
confequence of fome miftake. As to writing, I 
look on you juft in the prime of life for it, the 
very feafon when judgment and invention draw 
together. But fchemes are perfedlly accidental : 
Some will appear barren of hints and matter, 
but prove to be fruitful 5 and others the contrary : 
And what you fay is paft doubt, that every one 
can heft find hints for himfelf ; though it is pof- 
fible, that fomctimes- a friend may give you a 
hicky one juft fuited to your own imagination. 
But all this iis almoft paft with me : My inven- 
tion, and judgment are perpetually at fifty-cuffs, 

till 
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till they have quite difabled each other ; and the 
mereft trifles 1 ever wrote are ferious philofophi- 
cal lucubrations, in comparifon to what I nbvr 
bufy myfelf about ; as (to fpeak in the authort 
phrafe) the world may one day fee *• 

LETTER DIV. 

LADY B • G TO DR SWIFT. 

Drayton y Sept. 7. 173 1' 

TO Ihew how ftricHy I obey your orders, I 
came from the Dutchefsof Dorfet's coun- 

* His ludicrous predi^ion ^a» (ince his deatb, and 
very much to his dlflinnour* ferioufly fulfiUecl. Wurh. 

By thi$ delire o( Icttiug the -wofU fee what other men 
of lefs wit and more difcrction would carefully have 
concealed, Swift has placed himfelf open to the cenfure 
of his enemies, and beyond the reach of any defence 
from his friends. He has n«t only conunitced to the 
prefs a mofi defpicable heap of writings, but has public- 
ly recoiled the loM'cft amufements of his private fcenei 
of life^ without having once fufpetSled, that perfefis 
-whofe (laticns or abilities have fixed them in a confpicn- 
ous attitude, are looked upon by the reit of mankind with 
a very critical^ and a very envious eye. AaguftnSyail 
remember, was :i little afliamed to be difcovercd at* 
game of cobnuts ! and even Domitian was cunning enon)?,k 
to withdraw into his clofet to catch flies* Great mindt, 
you Mill fay, require to be often unbent. I allow it : but 
thofe relaxations might be chofen, fo as to make idle- 
jicfs appear in a beautiful light : and Swift would have 
forfeited a lefs t^egree of fame by pla>ing many years at 
pmflipin, (the records of which he could not have printed,) 
than by compofing various kinds of nonfenfe, which, by 
his own option, have been honoured with a place inhii 
W«rks. Orrery, 
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try-boufc to my own, where I have rid and • 
walked as often as the weather permitted me. 
Nor am I very nice in that ; for, if you remem- 
ber, I was not bred up very tenderly, nor^ fine 
lady; for which I acknowledge myfelf exceeding- 
ly obliged to my parents : for had I that fort of 
education, I (hould not have been fo eafy and hap- 
py as, I thank God, I now am. As to the gout, 
indeed, I do derive it fiom my anceilors ; but I 
may forgive even that, fince it waited upon me 
no fooner •, and cfpecially fincc I fee my elder 
and two younger brothers £b terribly plagued 
with it 5 fo that I am now the only wine-drinker 
in my family 5 and upon my word, I am notin- 
creafed in that fmce you firft knew me. 

I am forryyouare involved in law-fuits 5 it is 
the thing on earth I moll fear. I wifli you had 
met with as complaifant an adverfary as I did ; 
for my Lord Peterborow plagued Sir John * all 
his lifetime, but declared, if ever he gave the 
eftate to me, he would have done with it; and 
accordingly has kept his word )ike an • honour- 
able man. I hope I ihall foon hear of the Duke 
and Dutchefs of Dorfet*s fafe landing ; and I do 
<!iK)t queftion the people of Ireland's liking them 
as well as they deferve. I defire no better foJ* 
them ; for if you don't fpoil him there, which I 
think he has too good fcnfe to let happen, he is 
the moft worthy, honeft, good-natured, great* 
foul'd man that ever was born. As to the 
Dutchefs, flie is fo referved, that perhaps (he 

may 
• Hufband to Lady B-— - G . 
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may not be at firft fo much admired ; but, up- 
on knowledge, 1 will defy any body upon earth, 
with fenfc, judgment, and good nature, not on- 
ly not; to admire her, but muft love and efteem 
her as much as I do, and every one elfe docs,- 
that is really acquainted with her. You know 
him a little ; fo, for his own fake, you muft like 
him: and till you are better acquainted with 
them both, I hope you will like them for mine. 
Your friend Biddy f is juft the fame as flie was; 
laughs fedately, and makes a joke ilily. And I 
am, as I ever was, and hope I ever (hall be, your 
moft fincere friend, and faithful humble fervant, 

B G 



LETTER DV. 

Sept. ip. 1731. 

IF your ramble was on horfeback, I am glad of 
it on account of your health i but I know 
your arts of patching up a journey between ftage- 
coaches' and friends coaches : for you are as ar- 
rant a cockney as any hofier in Cheapfide. One 
clean (hirt with two cravats, and as many hand^ 
kerchiefs, make up your equipage : And as for 
a night-gown it is clear from Homer, that Aga- 
memnon rofe without one. I have often had 
it in my head to put it into your's, that you 
ought to have fome great work in fghemc, which 
may take up fcven years to finiih, befides two or 

three 

t Mifs Biddy Floyd. 
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rec under-ones, that may add another loool. 
your ftoci ; and then I (hall be in lefs pain 
out you. I know you can find dinners 5 but 
u love twelve^pcnny coaches too well, w^out 
nfidering that tlie iutereft of a whole loOol. 
ings you but half-a-crown a-day. 1 find a 
eater longing than ever to come amongft you : 
nd reafon good, when I am teafed with dukes 
d dutchefles for a vifit, all my demands com- 
ied with, and all excufes cut off. You remem- 
:r, " O happy Don Quixote ! queens held his 
horfe, and dutchefles pulled off his armour,*' 

fomething to that purpofe. He was a mean- 
irited-fellow ; I can fay ten times more, O 
ippy, &c. fuch a dutchefs was defigned to at- 
nd him, and fuch a duke invited him to com- 
and his palace. Nam ijlos reges cateros 7nemora» 
noloy hominum mendicahula. Go read your Plau- 
.s and obferve Strobilus vapouring after he had 

und the pot of gold.? 1 will have nothing 

. do with that lady : I have long hated ber on 
)ur account, and the more bccsltfe you**kre fo 
•rgiving as not to hate her : However, (he has 
)od qualities enough to make her efteemed ; 
m not one grain of feeling. I only wifli fhe 
ere a fool. 1 have been feveral months wri- 
ng near five hundred lines on a pleafant fub- 
:£V, only to tell what my friends and enemies 
ill fay of me after ( am dead *. I (hall fini{h 

foon ; for I add two lines every week, and 

*bIot 

• This lias been pnbliihec!, and is amongft the beft of 
s poems. See Vol. Vlll. p. 226. 
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think freely* all joining in opinion, ii 
difaffedlion, pray God fend me always 
the difaiFeftcd } and I heartily wiih yoi 
your fcurvy treatment at eourt, which 1 
ven you leifurc to cuhivate both public a 
vate virtue, neither of them likely to I: 
met with within the walls of St James's o 

minftcr But I muft here difmifs you 

may pay my acknowledgments to the D 
the great honour he hath dome me. 

Mt Lord, 

1 could have fworn that my pride wc 
always able to preferve me from vanity ; o 
I hav||F4>een ii^ggreatdanger to be guilty f 
months paft, firft by the conduft of nn 
Dutchefs, and now by that of your Grace, 
had like to finifli the work. And I {hou 
certainly gone about (hewing my letters, 
the charge of fecrecy, to every blab of 
nnarnfanre. if I could have thf^ leaO hrtr%i^ 
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frotn two fuch peribris, ti> whom he is an utter 
ftrangcr, and irb6 kftdt? fio more of him tban 
what they have heard hy the partial rei>refeAta* 
tions of a friend. But in the mean time, I mnft 
4ef3re your Grace ridt to flatter yotirfelf, 'that I 
waited for your corifent tb accept the invitidon, 
1 muft be ignorant indeed, ndt to krK>w, that the 
Dutchefs, ever fmce you met, hath been Jtaoft 
politicaly employed in incrcafing thofe fox'ces> 
and fharpening thofe arms, with which fhfe fub- 
dued you at firft, and to which the braver and the 
wifer you grow, you will more and more fubmit. 
Thus I knew myielf on the fecure fide > and It 
was a mere piece of good manners to infert that 
claufe, of which you have taken the advantage. 
But as I crannot foVbear informing your Grace, 
that the Dtitchefs's great fecret in her art of go- 
vernment hath been to reduce bc^h your wills in- 
to one ; fo I am content, in due c/bfervance to 
the forms of the world, to return my moft hum- 
ble thank's to your Grace, for fo gi'eat a favour 
as you are.pleafed to offer me, and which no- 
thing but impofSbilities fhall prevent me from 
receiving ; fi'nce I am, with the greateft reafon, 
$|-uth, and refped, my Lord, your Grace's moft 
obedient, fcfr. 

Madam, 

I have confulted all the learned in occult fcien- 
ces of my acquaintance, and have fat up eleven 
nights to difcover the meaning of thcfe tjirohie- 
roglyphical lines in your Grace's hand, at the 

Vol. XVI Ff -bottom 
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l>ottom of the laft Amelbury letter; but all in 
vain. Only it is agreed that the language is Cop- 
tic; and a very profound Behmift affures me 
the ftyle is poetic, containing aij invitation from 
a very great perfon.of the female fex, to a ftrange 
kind of a man whom ihe never faw : And this 
is all I can find ; which, after fo many former 
invitations, will ever confirm me in that rcfpe£l 
wherewith I am, Madam, your Grace's moft o- 
bedient, i^c* ^ 



L E T T E R • DVI. 

THE COUNTESS OF TO DR SWIFT*. 

SIR, Hampton^Courty Sept.^^. 173 1. 

YOU think' you have a natural right to a- 
bufe me becaufe I am a woman, and a 
courtier. I have taken it as a woman, and as a 
courtier ought, with great refentment, and a 
determined refolution of revenge. The number 
of letters that have been fent and thought by 
many to be youths, (and thank God they were 
all filly ones), has been a fair field to execute it. 
Think of my joy to hear you fufpetSled of folly; 

think 

• Three letters reconamending Mrs Barber, the wife 
of atradefman in Ireland who had failed, to the QueeH, 
in order to forward a fubfcription for fome poems, were 
forged in the Dean's skume, and, fent to her Majefty. 
The Dean wrote an account of the fraud, and a juftifica- 

tion of himfelf, to the Count efs of S , in a letter, to 

%yhich this is an anfwer. See one of the counterfeit let- 
ters* of the Dean's to Lady S > in the Tolcfities juik 

publiftied by Mr Dean Swift. ' . 
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think of mj plcafurc when I entered the lift for 
your juftification ! Indeed I wJs ylittle difcon- 
certed to firiS Mr Pope took the fame fide 5 for I 
would have had the man of wit, the dignified di- 
vine, the Irilh Drapier, to have found no friend but 
the filly woman and the courtier. Could I have 
preferved myfelf alone in the lift, I fhould not* 
have defpaired that this monitor of princes^ this 
Irifti patriot, this excellent man of fpeech and 
pen, ihould have clofcd the fcene under fufpi- 
cion of having a violent paflion for Mrs Barber ^ 
and Lady M^ — or : Mrs Haywood * has writ 
the progreft of it. Now, to my mortification^ 
I find evetjr body inclined to think you had na 
hand in writing thofc letters ; but I every day 
thank Providence that there is an epitaph in St 
Patrick's cathedral f that will be a lafting mo* 
nument of your imprudence. I cherifh this ex* 
trcmely ; for, fey what you can to juftify it, I 
am convinced I (hall as eafily argue the world 
into the belief of a courtier's fincerity, as you 
(with all your wit and eloquence) will bcable to 
convince mankind of the prudence of that a£lion« 
I expe£t to hear if peace (hall enfue, or war con- 
tinue between us. If I know but little of the 
art of war, you fee I do not want courage ; and 
that has made many an ignorant foldier fight 
fuccefsfully. B'efides, I have a numerous body 
of light-armed troops to bring into the field, 
Ff2 who^ 

• Mrs Haywood, a well-known writer of fcandal ia 
novels. 

t On the duke of Schomber^. See the letter to whick 
this is. an' anfwer. 



who,, wben (Ingle, may be a^ inconfidcrable z$ » 
liilliputun, ^t len thoulandof them einb;irraC- 
fed Captain Gulliver. If you ientf bofioi^rabkf 
articles, they (hall be (]gne4- I infift that yoQ 
^wn that you have been anjuft fb me ; for I havo 
never forgot you ; for I have made others fend 
my complimeRts, becaufe I was not able to wrhe 
9iyfelf. If I cannot juftify the advice I gave you, 
fropi the fuccefa of it, I gave you my reaibnn 
for it : and it waa youjr b^fincff^ XQ hav^ jadj^ 
9|F my capacity^ by the folidity of my ^rgume^M* 
If th^ principle wa^ falfe, yoii ought not tp h^vc^ 
9^ed upon it. $o you have b($en only th<; dt^ 
^f youc own ill judgment, and lyot ipy lial^hpQd* 
i^m I to i^nd baick this crown and tjie pliiidit 
well priced up, in my owf^ char^^r, ai|d cooh 
tinue very truly ajn4. v^ry J^wh JOHt hfm^ 

. r--- »? 



. t. E T T E J^ BVII. 

Dublin^ Off. J. 1 731. 

IUsuALT write to fi-ien^s aftpr a paufc of •. 
few weela^ that I may not interrupt them. 
i^Q better company, better thoughts, ^d better 
diverlions. I believe I have told you of a great 
man, who faid to roe, that be never once in 
his life received a good letter from Ireland : For 
which there are reafons enough, without affront- 
ing PHF undcrftandings j for there |$ not gnc p^r- 

fon 



CORRESPONDENCE. 341 

fan of this country, who regards any events that 
pafs here^ unlefs he hath an eftate or employ* 
ment. — I cannot tell th^t you or I ever gave the 
Jeaft provocation to the prefent miniftry, much 
lefs to the court ; and yet I am ten times more 
out of favour than ybu. For my own part, I do 
not fee the policy of opening common letters^ 
dire£ied to perfons generally known ; for a man's 
underftanding would be very weak to convey 
fecrets by the poft, if he knew any ; which I de- 
clare I do not: And befides, I think the world 
is already fo well informed by plain events, that 
I quellion whether the minifters have-any fecrets 
at all. Neither would I be under any apprehen- 
fion if a letter fhould be fcnt me full of treafon ; 
becaufe I cannot hinder people from writing what 
they pleafe, nor fending it t6 me 5 and although 
it {hould be difcovered to have been opened be- 
fore it came to my hand, I would only bum iti 
and think no further. I approve the fchcme you 
have to grow fomewhat richer, though! agree 
you will meet with difcouragements j and it is 
reafonable you (hould, confidering what kind of 
pens are at this time only employed and encou- 
raged. For you mud allow that the bad painter 
was in the right, who, having painted a cock, 
drove away all the cocks and hens, and even the 
chickens, for fear thofe M'ho paffed by his ftiop 
might make a comparifon with his work. And 
I will fay one thing in fpite of the pofl-officers-, 
that fince wit and learning began to be made ufe 
ef in our kingdoms, they were never profefledly 
F f 3 ttrowii 
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thrown afide^ contemned; ^nd punilbod, till wUhf 
in your own memory *» nor dulnefs and^ignpr^ce 
ever {b openly encouraged and prornqted* Ib 
anfwer to what you fay of my living anH>ng fQU^ 
it I could do it to my eafe } perh;aps you have 
heard of a fcheme for. an exrch^nge in Berkfliir^ 
propofed by two of our friends i but, befides the 
difficulty of adjufting certain ciccutoftances, it 
would not anfwer. I am ^t a tinae of li^i^ tha 
feeks eafe and independence ^ you ^ill hear my 
reafons when you fee thqfe friends v and I con* 
dudqd them with faying, that I would rather b^ 
a freeman among flaves, than a flavc among 
freemen. The dignity of my prefent ftatioa 
damps the pertnefs of inferior puppies an4 
'f quires, which, without plenty and eafe on your 
(ide the channel, would break my heart in ^ 
month. . 

ICADAM, 

See what it is to live where I do. I aip uttei:'* 
ly ignoratnt of that fame Stf^o del Foe i and 
yet, if that author be againil lending or giving . 
money, I cannot but think him a good courtier ^ 
'v^hichl am fure your Grace is not, no- not fo 
much S|S to be a maid of honour. For lam cerw 
tainly informed, that you are neither a freer 
thinker, nor can fell bargains ; that you can nel-r 
ther fpell, npr talk, nor write, nor think like a 
courtier ; that you pretend to be refpcded for 
qualities, which have been out of faihion ever 
iince you, were almoA in your cradle ; that your 

contejEnpt 
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contempt foe a fine petticoat is ain infaUible q?^^ 
ofdiiM^ioa; which is further confirmed l>]r 
your ill lafte for wit^ in, preferring two old fa* 
ftion^ poet« befbse Duck or Cibbejr. BeGd^H^ 
yjoufpi^ in.6ich 91 manner as no court^lady ca.ii 
m^it and wsit« in foch an oldrfaihioned flyle a» 
SLone ot them can ttnderAaAd.-r~-You need not 
In: ia paia about Mr CUy's ftodi^ oi health. I 
pronife you he wiit fpend it all upoo l^zinef^ 
and run deep in debt by a winter*$ repofe in 
town ; therefore I iutreat your Grace will order 
him to move bis chops lefs, and his l^gs more the 
fix cold months, elfe he will fpeu.d aU his money 
in phyfic and coach-hire. I am in much perplex- 
ity about your Grace's declaration, of the man- 
ner in which you difpofe what you call your lore 
and refped, which you fay are not paid to me- 
rit ; but to your own humour. Now, Madam^ 
my misfortune is, that I have nothing to plead 
but abundance of merit ; and there goes an ugly 
obfervation, that the humour of ladies is apt to 
change. Now,, Madam^ if I (hould go to Amef* 
bury, with sv great load of merit, and your Grace 
happen to be out of humour^ and will not pur- 
chafe my mercbaodife at the price of yoi,ir re- 
fpe£l, the goods may be damaged, and no body 
elfe will take them, off my bands. BeGdes, yott 
have declared Mr Gay to bold, the firft part, azi4 
I but the (econd ; M^hich b hard treatment, fywe 
I (hall be the neweft acquaintance by fome years | 
and I will appeal to the reft of your fex, whether 
j(uch an inno^a^^i^ ou^ht to be aUow:ied. I (hall 
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be ready to fay in the common form^ that I wat 
Biuch obliged to the lady who wiflied (he could 
give me the heft living, f2fc. if I did not vche- ' 
mently fufpe£l it was the very fame lady who 
i^oke many things to me in the fame ftyle; and 
alfo with regard^o the gentleman at your elbow 
when you writ, whofe dupe he wae, as well as of 
her waiting-woman : But they were both arrant 
knaves, as I told him, and a third friend^ 
though they will not believd it to this day. I 
defire to prefent my moft humble refpe£):s to my 
Lord Duke ; and with my heartieft prayer for 
the profpcrity of the whole family, remain your 
Grace's, i2fc. 



LETTER DVIir. 

LADY B— — G TO PR SWIFT. 

JWw. 4, 1731. 

I Believe in my eonfcienee, that though you 
had anfwered mine before, the fecond wa& 
ncvcrthelefs welcome. So much fof your top- 
fcript, not poftfcript ; and in very fincere earneft 
I heartily thank you for remembering mc fo of- 
ten. Since I came out of the country, my riding 
days are over j for I never was for your Hyde- 
Park courfcs, although my couragrf ferves me 
very well at a hand-gallop in the country for fix 
or feven miles, with one horfeman, and a ragged 
lad) a labourer's boy, that is to be clothed when 

he 
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M cau r^n faft otjpugi lolf^^^ep «p ly^h mjhofk, 
Vho h^ y^t paty ]|f<>V!ed Ms de^t^rity b^y efe^ 
ping from kkOQl* But i»y co^irage f^iU. mq for 
ri.dkig in tovn^ where I ihould b^ve the bappi* 
nefs to rofl«| y^ith pknty of your very pretty feU 
lowS) that manage their qwn horf(es to (how their 
art ; ofthat think a poflilion's cap, with a whit^ 
troA, the moft be<;oraing disefs. Thefc and their 
grooms I am moft bitterly afraid of ; b^cai^fi 
you muft know, if my complaifant friend, your 
Prcfbyterian houfc-keepcr *, can remember any 
thing like fuch dayjs w:ith ^le, that is 4 very goqd 
reafon for me to remember that time is paft ; and 
your toupees would rejoice to fee a horfe throw 
an ancient gentlewoman. . 

I am forry to hear you are no wifer in Ireland 
ih^n we Engiifh ; for our birth-day was as fine 
^8 hai^ds c<H|ld make lis ; but, I qudtion n^ucb 
ii^9ther we ^11 paid ready mofiQy« I mightily 
^99^9^^. 0/ iny Dutqbeftt's being dreffi^d ip yonr 
ffif^BufajSture f i if your Ifidies will follow bcf 
example, in alji things, they cannot dp a^iftc 
^d I di^re fay you will fopn find, that the mprf 
yipu know of thpm bpth, the better you will liH<^ 
^m *, pr eliis Ireland has ftrangely depraifeS 
your ta^e, and that my own vanity will, npt le( 
QIC bielieve^ fince you will Setter me. 

Why 

* frokihlT >li*a Whttewaj, ivbom Swift hi^mqn,fj^ftf 
called Mrs h\hfL Via. 

f The Dutchefs alio appeared at the cWftle In DuMin, 
•wholly clad in the inanufadlures of Ireland, on his MA- 
jefty's hirth-day tn i753> when the Duke was a fecund 
time Lord Lieutenant. 
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Vfhj do you tantalize me f Let me fee you in 
England again if you dare ; ^d chufe your refi* 
dence, fummer or winter^ Sc James's Square, or 
Drayton, I defy you in all ihapes ; be it Dean of 
St Patrick's governing England or Ireland, or po- 
litician Drapier. But my choice ihould be the > 
parfon in Lady Betty's ehamber. Malft haile 
then, if you have a mind to oblige your ever fin* 
cere and hearty old friend. 



LETTER DIX. 

MB. GAY, AND THE DUKE OF — — — 



TO DR SWIPT. 

Nov. 8. 1731. 

FOR about this month, or fix weeks pad, I 
have been rambling from home, or havtf 
been at what I may not improperly call other 
homes, at Dawley and at Twickenham i and I 
really think, at everyone of my homes, yoii have 
as good a pretention as myfelf. For I find them 
all exceedingly difappointed by the law*fuit that 
hath kept you this fummer from us. Mr Pope 
told me that affair was now over, that you have 
the eftate which was your fecurity 5 1 wifli you 
had your own money ; for I wifti you free from 
every engagement that keeps us from one another. 
I think you decyphered the laft letter we fent you 
very judicioufly. You may make your own con- 
ditions at Amefbury,. where I am at prcfent ; you 

may 
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may do the fame at Dawly ; and Twiekenham, 
you know^ is your own. But if you rather chufe 
to live with me, (that is to fay, if you will give 
up your right and title), I will purchafe the houie 
you a^d I ufed to difpute about pver-againfl: 
Ham walks, on purpofe to entertain you. Name 
your day, and it (hall be done. I have lived with 
you, and I wifh to do fo again in any place, ancf 
upon any terms. The Dutchefs does not know 
of my writing ; but I promifed to acquaint the 
Duke the next time I wrote to you, and for aught 
I know he may tell the Dutchefs, and (he may tell 
Sir William. Wyndham, who is now here ; and 
for fear they (hould all have fomething to fay to 
you, 1 leave the reft of the paper till I fee the 
Duke. 

The Duke. 
Mr Gay tells me, you fcem to doubt what 
authority my wife and he have to invite a per* 
fon hither, who, by agreement, is to have the 
government of the place during his ftay ; when 
at the fame time it does not appear, that the pre- 
fent matter of thcfe demefnes hath been confult- 
ed in it* The truth of the matter is this : I did 
not know whether you might not have fufpefted 
' me for a fort of a pert coxcomb, had I put in my 
word in the late correfpondcnce between you and 
my wife. Ladies (by the courtefy of the world) 
enjoy privileges not allowed to men; and in 
many cafes the fame thing is called a favour from 
a lady, which perhaps would be looked upon as 

impertinence 
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iiii|MAlir/ef!ofe fi%M atiite. XJ^Mtitlris fcftc&ioni 
hlite hither torefrM^d fram writing to ymi, 
ItBfiril; vietrr had tht frieifnre t>f coBverfing iwidi 
^cfcHerwife ; and i» tj^at is % Wstttg 1 ineft im- 
t^steXy wifh, I would not Yeirtune lo iteddk in t 
mgodation tbart feermed to be in fe fair 'a way 6f 
fyfcfdudrig that defirable cM. But oar frieod 
jcAm bai not ^one tnc JQltiee, if Ire. has never 
Hiefffioned to yet hov mvc'h I wift for the pt^B- 
firtfe of feeing you fcerc \ and thoagh I have ti61 
fin now avowedly taken tiny fteps to^wards brin|i. 
ing k abotft, what ha« par&ed cohdociYc to it, h*i 
been atl along with my privity and crnifetit ; and 
I do now forrtially ratify all the preliiftinary ar- 
titles and conditions agreed to on the part of 
my wife, and will undertake for the due obfer*- 
vance of them. I depend upon my friend John 
to anfwer for my fincerity. I was not long at 
court. I have been a country-gentleman for 
foirtetime. 

Toll manus ful Iinut darque ddsjive nig ig g'niplte 
gnaros. 



LETTER DX. 

MR GAT TO t)fl SWitT. 

Dec. I. 1 731. 

YOU ufed to complain that Mr Pop^ and I 
would not let you fpeafk 5 you may now be 
even with me, and take it oiaft in writing. If 

you 
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you dofiot fend tome now and then, the poft- 
office wfil thmk me of no confcquence^ for I 
havc^ no correfpondent but yoo* You may keep 
as far from us as you pleafe: You cannot be 
forgotten by thofe who ever knew you ; and 
therefore pleafe me, by fometimes fhewing that 
I am not forgot by^ you. I have nothing <o take 
me off from my fricndftip 'to you. I feek rfo 
new acquaintance, and court no favour; I fpend 
mo {hillings in coaches or chairs, to levees or 
•g«at vifits v and, as' I do not want the afDftance 
of fome that I formerly converfed with, .1 will 
not fo much as fcem to feek to be a dependent. 
-As to my 'ftudies, I have not been entirely idle, 
though I cannot fay that I have yet perfefted 
-any thing. What I have done is fometbing in 
the way of thofe fables I have already publifhcd. 
'All the money 1 get is by faving, fu that by 
habit there maybe fome hopes (if I grow richer) 
of my becoming a mifer. All mifers have their 
cxcufes; the motive to my parfimony is independ- 
ence. If I were to be repr^fentcd by the'Dut- 
• chefs (fhe is fuch a downright niggard for me), 
this charafter might not be allowed me; but I 
really think I am covefous enough for any who 
lives at the court-end of the town, and who is 
- as poor as myfelf : for I do not pretend that I 
am equally faving with S— k. Mr. Lewis de- 
fired you might be told that he hath five pounds 
of yours in his hands, which he fancies you may 
have forgot-, for he will hardly allow that a 
■■ verfe-man can have a juft knowledge of his own 
Vol. XVL G g affairs. 
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afFairs. • When you got rid of your law-(\iit, I 
was in hopes that you had got your owji, and 
was free from every vexation of the law ; but 
Mr Pope tells me you are not entirely out of 
your perplexity, though you have the fecufity 
now in your own pofleflio;!. But ftill your cafe 
is not fo bad as Captain Gulliver's, who was ruin- 
ed by having a decree for him with cofts. I have 
h;id an injunftion for me againft pirating book- 
fellers ; which I am fure to get nothing by, and 
will, I fear, in the end drain me of fome money. 
When I began this profecution, I fancied there 
would be fome end of it ; but the law ftill goes, 
on ; and it is probable I (hall fome time or o- 
ther fee an attorney's bill as long as the book. 
Poor Duke Difney is dead, and hath left what 
he had among his friends; among whom are 
Lord BoVmgbroke 500 1.; Mr. Pelham 500 l.j 
Sir Willram Wyndham's youngeft fon 500 1\ 
Gen. Hill 500 1. ; lord Maflam's fdn 500 1. 

You have the good wiflies of thofe I con- 
verfe with. Thcy^ know they gratify me, when 
they remember you ; but I really think they do 
it purely for your own fake. I am fatisfied with 
the love and friendfhip of good men, and envy 
not iiw demerits of thofe who are moft confpicu- 
oufly diftinguifhed. Therefore as I fet a juft 
value upon your friendfhip, you cannot pleafe 
me more, than by letting me now and then know 
that you remember me j the only fatisfaflion of 
diftant frif ndt ! 

P. S. Mr 
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P. S. Mr Gay's is a good letter, mine will 
. be a very dull one 5 and yet what you will think 
the worft of it, is what (hould be its excufc, that 
I write in a head-ach that has lafted three days* 
I am never ill but I think of your ailments, and 
repine that they' mutually hinder our b^ing to- 
gether : though in one point I am apt to differ 
from you •, for you ihun your friends when you 
are in thofe circumftandes, and I defire them 5 
your way is the more generous, mine the more 

tender. Lady took your letter very kindly ; 

for I had prepared her to cxpcd no anfwer un- 
der a twelvemonth ; but kindnefs perhaps is a 
word not applicable to courtiers. However, (he 
is an extraordinary woman there, who will do you 
common juftice. For God's fake, why all this' 

fcruple about Lord B *"$ keeping your horfee, 

who has a park ; or about my keeping you on a 
pint of wine a- day? We are infinitely richer 
than you imagine. John Gay fliall help me to 
entertain you, though you come like King Lear 
with fifty knights.— Though fuch profpefts as 
I wifli cannot now be formed, for fixing you with 
us, time may provide better before you part a- 
gain. The old Lord may die, the benifice may 
drop, or, at worft, you may carry me into Ire- 
land. You will fee a work of Lord B— *s, and 
one of mine 5 which, with a juft negledt of the^ 
prefent age, confult only pofterity •, and, with*a 
noble fcorn of politics, afpire to phUofophy. I am 
glad you refolve to meddle no more with the low/ 
concerns and interefts of parties, even of cdun- 
G g a - ' Xxx^*^^ 
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tries, (for countries are but larger parties.) ^ii 
verum aiqu^ decetis^ curare ^ et ro^^rt^ noftrum Jit 
lam much pleafed with your deGgn upon Roche* 
foucault's maxim ; pray finifh it*. I am happy 
^whenever you join our names together. So ' 
would Dr Arbuthnott be: But at this time ht 
can be pleafed with nothing ; for his darling fos 
is dying in all probability^ by the melancholy^ act 
count I received this morning. 

The paper you a(k me about is of little valuOi 
might have been a feafonable fatire upon the 
fcandalous language and pafflon with which men 
of condition have ilooped to treat one another* 
Sorely they, facrifice too much to tho peoplci 
when they; facrifice- their own chara£ier8^ fami* 
lies, is^c. to the diverfion of that rabble of. read* 
cxs;. I agree with you in my contempt of raoft 
popularity, fame, C5V* Ev(m as a writer I am cool 
in it ; and whenever you fee what l am now 
wciting, you will be convinced I would pleafe hut 
SI few, and if : I oould> make mankind lefs. ad-* 
mirers, and greater reafoners f. I ftudy much 
mofe torender my own portion of being. eafy, and 
to keep this peevifh frame of the human body in 
f^wi bumour. Infirmitiea have not quite, unman* 
.^. cd 

• TTie poem on his own death, formed upon a maxim of 
Kochefoucault ; it is one of the beft of his performaoceSk 
Ihir yery charaaeriftlc U^arb. Vol- IX. p- 266. 

f. The poem \w means is the Eilay- on Man. B«t M% 
poiat he coiiltl iftver gain. His reader would admire hi» 
poetry in fpite of hiiw, an^l would not underftaod hi* 
r^qfdnifig al\et ^VWvs ^cilus. IV^li.. 
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ed ftie 5 and it will delight you to, hear they are 
not increafed, though not diminiftied. I thank 
God, I do not very much want people to attend me, 
though my mother now cannot. When I am 
fick, I lie down ; when I am better, I rife up : I 
am ufed to the hcad-ach, iffc. If greater pains 
arrive, (fuch as my late Theumatifm), the fer- 
vants bathe and plaifter me, or the furgeon fca- 
rifies me ; and I bear it, becaufe I muft. This 
is the evil of nature, not of fortune*. I am juft 
now as well as when you was. here: I pray God 
you were no worfe. I fincerely wifli my life 
were pail near you ; and, fuch as it is, I would 

not repine at it. All you mention remember 

you, and wifli you here. 

LETTER DXI. 

MR ROBERT ARBUTHNOTT MERCHANT, 
TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Rouen^ Jan. 2, 1732. 

I Have flattered myfelf thefe many years,* 
that vapours or company would have brought 
vou over feas to Spaw, or to fome' fuch place, 
and that you would have taken Pari* in your 
way.; and fo I ftiould have had the pieafure of 
feeing you in fome place of my own. I wopdv 
much that a perfon of fa much good humour 
can let yourfelf grow old, or di^without feeing 
fome other (Country than your own. I am not 
quite fo wicked as to wifh ycu any real illnefs t^ 
G g J - \i.\v\i^ 
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bring you to us, though I (houldnot be forry thai 
you thought you had need of the change of aij^ 
I wi(h you a happy new-year^ and many more } 
and (whatever intereft I have againft it) good 
healthy and profperity, and every thing that I 
can wiih to one that I much honour and efteem. 
I recommend to your friendihip and acquain-^ 
tance the bearer, Mr. Delamere. His brother, 
now dead, has been with you in Ireland : and 
this gentleman deferves from me alJ the kind- 
nefs my friends can fliew him. Adieu, dear Sin 
If I can ferve you in any thing command me al- 
ways, for I am. with great eileem your moft 
bumble and moft obedient fervant, 

ROB. ARBUTHNOTT. 



LETTER DXIL 

»K JIllBWTMHOTT* TO t)R S^WIFT* 
MY DEAR FRIEND, Lofld. Jan. I3. 173^^ 

I HAD the plcafure of recervingone from you 
by Mr . ' ■ *. I thank you for the op- 
portunity it gave me of being acquainted with a 
▼ery agreeable ingenious man. I value him very 
Bouch for his muiic, which you give yourfelf au 
air of contemning *, and I think I treated him in 
that way to- a degree of furprife. 

r 

• * Proba,bly the Reverend Mr. Pilkington, who came 
••ver to be chaplain to Aliermaa Barber, when Lord 
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I Have hs^d, \mtt a inelaacliQljr forrow^ful Ufi| 
for foma tin^e paft> faavi»g IqA n»j (lear chUcL 
whofe ViUy if it had fo pleafcd. God, I would w'xU 
Jingly bave red^eeijied witK my own. I thank 
God for a new kflTon of fujwpiffion to his will, 
and iikewife for what he hath left me. 

Wc have all had another lofe of out worthy 
and dear friend Mr Gay *. It was fome allevi«> 
ation of my grief to fee hirn [o univerfally la- 
mented by almoft every body, even by thofe who 
knew him only by reputation.^ He was interred 
at Weftminfter- Abbey, as if he had been a peer 
of the realm; and the good Duke of Quccnt 
berty, who lamented him as a brother, will fet 
up a handfome monument upon him. Thefc 
are little afironis put upon vice and injuftice, 
and it is all that remains in our power. 1 believe 
the Beggar's Opera, and what he had to come 
upon the ftage, will make the fum of the diver- 
fions of the town for fome time to come.^ Curli 
(who is one of the new terrors of death) has 
been Nifriting letters to every body for memoirs 
of his life. Iwas for fending him fome, particu^ 
larly an account of his difgracc at court, which 
I am fure might have been made entertaining : 
by which I (houid have attained two ends at 
otKe, publiflied truth, and got a rafcal whipped 
for it. I was over-ruled in this. I wifh you 
had been here, though I think you are in a bet- 
ter country. I fancy to myfelf, |Jiat you have 
fome virtue and honourleft, fome fmall regard 

• He died December the 4tb, 17^^% 
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for religion. Perhaps Chriftianity may kift with 
you at Icaft twenty or thirty years longer. Yea 
have no companies or ftock-jobbing, arc/yet free 
of excifes •, you are not infulted in your poverty, 
and told with a fneer, that you are a rich and a 
thriving nation. Every man, that takes neither 
place nor penfion, is *not deenjed with you a 
rogue, and an enemy to his country. 

Your friends of my acquaintance are in tole- 
rable gooil health. Mr Pope has his ufual com- 
plaints of head-ach and indigeftion, I think, 
more than formerly. He really leads fometimes 
a very irregular life, that is, lives with people 
of fuperior health and ftrength. You will fee 
•fome'new things of his, equal to any of his for- 
mer produ6lion3. He has affixed to the new e- 
dition of his Dunciad, a royal declaration againft 
the haberdalhers of points and particles, affum- 
ing the title of critics and reftorers, wherein he 
declares that he has revifed carefully this his 
Dunciad, beginning and ending fo and fo, con- 
fiding of fo many lines, and declares this edi- 
tion to be the true reading ; and it is figned by 
John Barber, Major civitatif Londini^ 

I remember you, with your friends, who arc 
my neighbours", they all long to fee you. As 
for news, there is nothing here talked of but the 
new fcbeme of excife. You may remember 
that a miniftry in the Queen's time, poffefled of 
her Majefly,^ the parliament, army, fleet, trea- 
fury, confederates, £5*^. put all to the teft, by 
an experiment of a filly projeft of the trial of a 

pear 
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poor parfon *. The fame game, in my mind, i» 
playing^oven again^ frqm a wantonn^fs of power* 
Miraberis quam pauca fapientia mundus r€gitur* 
I have.CQniide.red the grievance of your. wine: 
the friend that defigned you good wine was ab- 
ufedjby. an agent that he intruded this affair to. 
It wasnot this. gjCiHleman's brother, wi>ofcnan>c 
is Selamei'e, to wb^on> fliew what.friendihip yoa 
can. 

My neighbour the profc-mgn is wifer, and 
more cowardly and defpairlng thaa. ev^r. Hf 
talk^ oac into a, fit of vapours- twice or thrice a«^ 
week. I dreac;! at night of. a chain,. and rowing 
in. the gjijJies* Bujr, thank. God^ h^ has- not ta^ 
kien from me the freedom I hs^ve been accuftom-t 
cd to in -my difcourfe, (even with the grcatci^ 
pe/fons to. whoip I have acCcefs), in d<ifending th^ 
caufe of lib6rty,,virru€, apd-religipn : fonthQls^ftjj 
I have the fatisfa^tfon of fu^<i;nqg fom^ f^aris^p^ 
the ig/iominy t)>at belpngod.to the firil cot^f^f-f 
ibra* This, has been ipy lot from.- a l^fc^Kiy riefo;^ 
lution I hfive: taken. of giving the£p ignorant itxin 
pudent fellows, battle upon: all occaiigns. My^ 
family fend you their beft wiihes, a;)d a bappy^ 
xiew-year ; and.npne can dp itinpiprjQJieartily thsi% 
iByfelf) who acP) with fhe mpQ^ flnccre lefpejl^ 
yourr moft faitihf ul^ hiimbJe fp.rvarit. 
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LETTER DXIII. 

LADT B — : G TO DR SWIFT. 

Feb. 8. 1732. 

I Received youPs of the 8th of January but 
laft week, fo find it has lain long on the road 
after the date. It was brought me whilft at din- 
ner, that vety lady fitting clofe to me, whom 
you fcem 10 think fuch an abfolute courtier *. 
She knew your hand, and iipquired much after 
you, as (he always doesj but I, finding her name 
frequently mentioned, not with that kindnefs I 
am fure (he deferves, put it into my pocket 
with filence and furprife. Indeed, wyre it in 
peoples power that live in a court with the ap« 
pearance of favour, to do all they defire for their 
friends, they might d^ferve their anger, and be 
blamed, when it does not happen right to their 
minds } but that, I believe, never was the cafe 
of any one j and in this particular of Mr Gay, 
thus far I know, and fo far I will ahfwer for, 
that (he was under very great cotlcem, that no- 
thing better could be got for him : The frietld- 
fliip upoA all other occafions in her own power, 
that (he (liewed him, did not look like a double* 
dealer. 

As to that part concerning yourfelf and her, 
I fuppoie it is my want of comprehenfion, that 
I cannot find out ^'hy flie was to blame to give 

you 
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you advice, when you afked it, that had all the 
appearance of fincerity, good-nature, and right 
judgment. 'And if, after that, the court did not 
do what you wanted, and fhe both believed and 
wi{hed they would, was it hei fault ? At leaft^ 
I cannot find out that you have hitherto proved 
it upon her. And though you fay you lament- 
ed the hour you had feen her, yet I cannot tell 
how to fuppofe that your good fenfe and juftice 
can impute any thing to her ; becaufe it did not 
fall out juft a3 {he endeavoured, and hoped it 
would. 

As to your creed in politics^ I will heartily and 
fincerely fubfcribe to it, — That I deteft avarice 
in courts j corruption in minifters •, fchifms in 
religion ; illiterate fawning betrayers of the 
church in mitres. But at the fame time, I pro* 
digioufly want an infallible judge, to determine 
when it is really fo : For as I have lived longer 
in the world, and feen many changes, I know 
thofe out of power and place always fee the fault* 
of thofe in, with dreadful large fpeftacles j and 
I dare fay, you know many inflances of it in 
Lord Oxford's time. But the ftrongeft in my 

memory is Sir R W , being 

firft pulled to pieces in the year 1720, becaufe 
the South-Sea did not rife high enough ; and 
Cnde that, he has been to the full as well bang- 
ed about, becaufe it did rife too high. So ex- 
perience has taught me, how wrong, unjuft, and 
ienfelefs party-fadions are ; therefore I am de- 
termined never wholly to believe any fide of par- 
ty 
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ly^galnft the dirtier : 'And to flicw that I 'will fl6t, 
as hiy' f fieitds SiVe in ahd* out of all fides, fo my 
fiOufe rtijeites difetn all together ; and thofepeo- 
ftU ttxt'ct here, that have, and woiild fight in any 
ttthfcr ;place. Thofe of them 'that have gttit 
and good ■ cfualities ' aiid^ virtues * I love ' and ad- 
mire ; ' in whith nuritber is' Lady ; arid I 

'do like and love her, 'bdcaufe I believe, arid as 
far is I atn cafpable of judging, know'herto be 
"a wife, difci'feet, honeft, and fiilcefc courtier, vJrho 
"will pfdmife no f^rthfer than'fte can perform, 
and will always perform what Ihe does prottiife : 
*So now you have my creed as to her *. 

I thought I had told you in my laft, at leaft I 
am ftire I defigned it, that I defire you would , 
do juft as you like about the monument 5 and I 
then it will be mod undoubtedly approved by ; 
your moil fincere and faithful fervant. 



LET T EH DXIV. 

•the DUTCHESS OF — ^ TO DR' SWIFT. 

SIR, Feb. 21. t732. 

SOON after the ddth of our friend Mr Gay, 
I found myfelf more inclined to 'Write to 
you, than to aHow myfelf any other Entertain- 
ment. But confideriiig that might draw you in- 
to 
• This fpiritcd defence of Lady — -— ; H^alnft nnkn 
•r Swift'ji Abilitr itid difi^fition, 'dbes LidyB. G; vMte 
^honour than fhe would have dcfcrved by writing the bcft 
ficire againft all the court« and courtier* in tkc world. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 3(St 

to a correfpondence, that mod likely might be 
difagreeable, I left off all thoughts of this kind, 
till Mr Pope fhewed me your letter to him, 
which encourages me to hope we may converfe 
together as ufual: By which advantage, I will 
not d^fpair to obtain in reality fomeof thofe good 
qualities, you fay, \ feem to have. I am confci- 
ous of only one, that is, being an apt fcholar ; 
and if I have any good in me, I certainly learn- 
ed it infenfibly of our poor friend, as children 
do any ftrange language. It is not poffible to i- 
magine the lofs his death is to me; but as long 
as I have any memory, the happinefa of ever ha- 
ving had fuch a friend can never be loft to me. 

As to himfelf, he knew the world too well to 
regret leaving it ; and the world in general 
knew him too little to value him as they ought. 
I think it my duty to my friend,- to do him the 
juftice, to afTure you, he had a mo(l perfeft and 
fincere regard for you. I have learned a good 
deal of his way of thinking on your account ; 
fo that if at any time you have any commands, 
in this part of the world, you will do me a plea- 
fuie to employ me, as you would him : And I 
fliall wifh it could ever be in my power to ferve 

you in any thing eflential. The Duke of — ^ 

meaned to write, if I had not, concerning your 
money-affairs. We both thought of it, as foon 
as we could of any thing; and if yoii will only 
write word what you ^'ould have done with it, 
great care fhall be taken, according to your or- 
der. I differ with you extremely, that you are 

Vol. XVI. H h in 
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in any likelihood of dying poor or friendlefs : 
The world can never grow fo worthlefs. I again 
differ with you, that it is pofliblc to comfort one's 
felf for the lofs of friends, as one does upon the 
lofs of money. I think I could live on very lit- 
tle, nor think myfelf poor, or be thought fo, 
but a little friend (hip could never fatisfy one; 
and I could never expe£t to find fuch another 
fupport as my poor friend. In almoft every 
thing, but friends, another of the fame name 
may do as well; but friend is more than a name, 
if it be any thing. 

Your letter touched me extremely ; it gave me 
a melancholy pleafure. I feel much more than 
you wrote, and more than, I hope, you will con- 
tinue to feel. As you can give Mr Pope good 
advice, pray praftife it yourfelf.^ As you can- 
not lengthen your friend's days, I muft beg you, 
in your own words, not to fhorten your own : 
For I do full well know by experience, that 
health and happinefs depend oh good fpirits. 
Mr Pope is better in both thi$ year, than I have 
feen him a good while. This -you'll believe, un- 
lefs he has told you what he tells me, that I am 
his greateft flatterer. I hope that news has not 
reached you ; for nothing is more pleafant than 
to believe what one wiChes. I wifli to be your 
friend ; I wifh you to be mine ; I wifli you may 
not be tired with this ; I wifh to hear from you 
foon ; and all this in orier to be my own flat- 
terer. I will believe.— I never write my name. 
— I hope you have no avcrfion to blots. 

Since 
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Since I wrote this, the Duke of bids me 

tell you, that if you have occafion for the mo- 
ney, you need only draw upon him, and he 
will pay the money to your order. He will 
take care to have the account of intereft fet- 
tled and made up to you. He will take this 
upon himfelf, that you may have no trouble 
in this afl'air. 

LETTER DXV, 

DR SWIFT rO TH£ DUTCHESS OF — — 

If ADAM, March 20. 1732. 

I HAD lately the honour of a letter from your 
Grace, which was dated jnft a month b^ore 
it came to my hand, and the ten days (ince I have 
been much difordered with a giddinefs that I 
have been long fubje£b to at uncertain times* 
This hindered me from an acknowledgement of 
the gre»t favour you have done me« The great- 
eft unhappinefs of my life is grown a comfort 
under th^ death of my friend *, I mean, mjf 
banifhment in thismiferablc country; for the di£-. 
tance I am at, and the defpair I have of ever 
feeing mv friends, further than by a fummer's 
vifit: and this, fo late in my life, fo uncertain !n 
my health, and fo embroiled in my little afiairs, 
may probably never happen ; fo that my lofs is 
not fo great as that gf his other friends, who 
had it always in their power to converfe with 
him. But I chiefly lament your Grace's misfor- 
H h 2 tune» 

• Mr Cay. 
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tune, becaufe I greatly fear, with all the virtue* 
and perfeftions which can poflibly acquire the 
higheft veneration to a mortal creature from the 

. worthiefl of human kind, you will never be a- 
ble to procure another fo ufeful, fo finccre, fo 
virtuous, fo difinterefted, fo entertaining, fo eafy, 
and fo humble a friend, as that perfon whofe 
death all good men lament. I turn to your letter, 
and find your Grace hath the fame thoughts. 
Lofs of friends hath been called a tax upon long 
life, and, what is worfe, it is then too late to get 
others, if they were to be had, for the younger 
ones are all engaged. I ihall never differ from 
you in any thing longer, than till you declare 
your opinion ; becaufe I never knew you wrong 
in any thing, except your condefcending to have 
any regard for me 5 and therefore all you fay up- 
on the fubjeft of fricndfliip, I heartily allow. 
But I doubt you are j^perverter y for fure I was 
never capable of comparing the lofs of friends 
with the lofs of money. I think we never la- 
ment the death of a friend upon his own account, 
but merely on account of his friends, or the 
•public, or both j and his, foi a" perfon in private 

"^ife, was as great as poflible. How finely you 
preach to us who are going out of the world., 
to keep our fpirits, without informing us where 
we fhall find materials ! Yet I have my flatterers 
too, who tell me, I am allowed to have retained 
more fpirits than hundreds of others who are 
richer, younger, and healthier than myfelf, 
whichj confidering a thoufand mortifications, 

added 
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added to the perfcft ill-will of every creature 
in power, I take to be a^bigh point of merit, as 
well as an implicit obedience to your Grace's 
commands. Neither are thofe fpirits (fuch as 
they be) in the Icaft broken by the honour of 
lying under the fame circumftances with a cer- 
tain great perfon, whom I fiiall not name, of be- 
ing in difgrace at court. I will excufe your 
blots upon paper, bccaufe they are the only blots 
that you ever did, or ever will make in the 
whole courfe of your life. I am content, upon 
your petition, to receive the Duke and your 
Grace for my ftewards for' that immenfe fum-j 
and, in proper time, I may come to thank you, ae 
a king does the commons, for your loyal bene- 
volence. In the mean while, I humbly intreat 
your Grace, tiiat the money may lie where you 
pleafe, till I prefume to trouble you \vith a billy 
as my Lord Duke allows me. 

One thing 1 find, that you are grown very 
touchy fince I loft the dear friend who was my 
fupporter 5 fo that perhaps you may expeft I 
fhall be very careful how 1 offend you in words,, 
wherein you will be much miftaken ; fori (hall 
become ten times worfe after correftion. 1% 
fcems Mr Pope, like a treacherous gentleman, 
{hewed you my letter, wherein I mention good 
qualities that you feem to have. You have under- 
flroaked that offenfive* word, to Ihew it Ciould be 
printed in Italic. What could I fay more ? I ne- 
ver faw your perfpn fince ycu were a j^irl, ex- 
cept once in the dark (to give you a bull of this 
country) in a walk next fhe Mall. Your letter?. 
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may poflibly be falfe copies of your mind ; and 
the uni?erfa], almoft idolatrous efteem you have 
forced from every perfon in the two kingdoms, 
who have the lead regard for virtue, may have 
been only procured by a peculiar art of your own, 
I mean that of bribing all wife and good men to 
be your flatterers. My literal miftakes arc worfc 
than your blots. I am fubjecft to them by a fort 
of infirmity wherein I have few-fellow fufferers : 
I mean, that my heart runs before my pen, which 
it will ever do in a great degree, as long as I am 
^ fervant to your Grace, I mean to the laft hour 
of my life and fenfes. I am with the greateft re- 
fpeft, and utmoft gratitude. Madam, yourGrace^s 
mod obedient, mod obliged, and mod humble 
fervant. 

I defire to prefent my mod humble refpefts 

and thanks to my Lord Duke of For 

a man of my level, I have as bad a name at- 
mod as I defire ; and pray God that thofe who. 
give it me may never have rcafon to give mc 
a beUcr* 



I 



LETTER DXVL 

LORD C TO DR SWIFT. 



SIR, March 13. 1732. 

I HAD the favour of your letter of the 19th 
of February. A gentleman left it at my 
^or. I have not heard from him fince, though 
he fadd he would call again> and who he is I dont 

know. 
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know. I fliewed it to my wife and Lady "VVoc* 
fley, who will not fail to obey your commands, 
and teafe me, if I could be forgetful of your or- 
ders, to attend the caufe of the city of Dublin 
when it comes into the houfe. I know by ex- 
perience, how much that city thinks itfclf under 
your prote£kion, and how ftridily they ufed to 
obey all orders fulminated from the fovereignty 
of St Patrick's. I never doubted their compli- 
ance with you in fo trivial a point as a recorder •. 
You can give any one law and capacity in half 
an hour ; and if by chance a rake fliould get 
tbofe faculties any other way, you can make the 
worthy citizens believe he has them not ; and you 
can fuftain any machine in a furred gown. 
, I thank you for the letter by Mr Pilkington f-. 
I have feen him twice at a great entertainment 
at my Lord Mayor's, where you was the firfit 
toaft. I like the young man very well, and he 
has great obligations to you, of which he feema 
fenfible. 

I hope Dr Delaney is well, and that you fee 
one another often, and then the Doftor won't 
have leifure to purfue his diflertations J, or to 
anfwer the reverend prelate on your fide, who I • 

hear 

• Mr Stanjird was about this time chofcn recorder of 
this city of DuWiH, chiefly at the recommendation of 
Dp Swift. 

+ ilnlband of the celebrated Mrs Letitia Pilkington. 
Alderman Barber was this year Lord Mayor, and having 
coinptimented the Dean with the nomination of hj^ 
chaplai-n, the Dean nominated Mr PilkingtOfi* ' 

I * Kevclatloo. examined with Candour'* 
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hear has anfwcred him. As I have not read the 
4iflertations, fo I ^ail not read the anfwer; 
"which 1 hope, without offence, I may fuppok 
to be your cafe. If fo, I hope you will endea* 
vour to keep me well with the Do&or, who took 
it a Uttie unkindly of me, that I would fhut my 
eye« to fuch rcveiation fo demonftcated. . I have 
a great eftecm for him, to which nothing that 
he can write upon thofc fubjefts can make any 
addition ; and therefore, I would run no rifle* 
as to altering my opinion of him by reading his 
books. 

That health and profperity may attend you, 
is my fincere wifli ; and I intreat you to believe 
that I am, with great truth. Sir, your moft 
humble and obedient fervant.- 

The whole family of nay ladies fend their com* 
pliment^. 



LETTER DXVIL 

MR G-AY TO DR SWIFT. 

BEAR SIR, ^Received April 12. 1732.] 

I Hope this unlucky accident of hurting your 
leg will not prevent your coming to us this 
fpring, though you fay nothing about it. All 
your friends expeft it, and particularly my land- 
lord and landlady, who are my friends as much 
«s ever ; and I (hould not think them fo, if they 
were not as much your's. The Downs of Amcf- 

buij 
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bury arc fo fmooth, that neither horfe or man 
can hardly make a wrong ftep, fo that you may 
take your exercife with us with greater fecurity. 
If you prevail with the Dutchefs to ride and 
walk with you, you will do her good ; but that 
is a motive I could never prevail with her to 
comply with. I wi(h you would try whether 
your oratory could get over this difficulty. Ge- 
i\eral Dormer, Sir Clement Cotterell, and I, fet 
out to-morrow morning for Roufliam, in Oxford- 
fliirc, to ftay ten days or a fortnight. The 
Dutchefs will undertake to recommend the Lord 
of her acq^uaintance to attend Mr Ryves his 
caufe, if it ihould come on before our return : 
The Duke will do the fame. Her Grace too hath 
undertaken to anfwer your letter. I ha^e not 
difpofed of your South-Sea bonds ; there is a 
year's intereft due at Lady-day. Were I to dif- 
pofe of them at prefent, I ihould lofe a great 
deal of thej)remium I paid for them : Perhaps 
they may fall lower, but I cannot prevail with 
myfelf to fell them. The rogueries that have 
been difcovercd in fome other companies, I be- 
lieve, makes them to have lefs credit* I find 
myfelf difpirited, for want of having fome pur- 
fuit. Indolence and idlenefs are the moft lire- 
fome things in the world. I begin to find a 
diflike to fociety. I think I ought to try to 
break myfelf of it, but I cannot refolve to fet 
about it. I have left off almoft all my great ac- 
quaintance, which faves me fomething in chair- 
hire, though in that article the town is ftill very 

exjcnfiYC* 
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cxpcnfive. Thofe who were your old acquaint- k 
aiiccy are almoft the only people I vifit ; and \ 
indeed, upon trying all^ I like them belt. Lord 
Cornbury refufed the penfion that was oflFered 
him ; he is chofen to reprefent the univerfity of 
Oxford, (in the room of Mr Bromley,) without 
oppofition. I know him, and I think he de- 
fcrves it. He is a young nobleman of learning 
and morals, which is fo particular^ that I know 
you will refpeft and value him i and» to my 
great comfort, he live$ in our family. Mr Pope 
is in town, and in good health. I lately pafled i 
a week with bim at Twickenham. I muft leave I 
the reft to the Dutch^fs ; for I muft pack up I 
my fhirts, to fet out to-morrow, the 14th of 
March, the day after I received your letter. If 
you would advife the Dutchefs to confine inc four 
liours a day to my own room, 'while I am in the 
country, I will write } for I cannot confine my* 
felf as I ought. 



LETTER DXVIIL 

DR SWIFT TO MR GAT* 

Duhlin^ May j^, 1 732. 

I AM now as lame as when you writ your let- 
ter, and almoil as lame as your letter itfclf» 
for want of that limb from my Lady Dutch^ 
which you promifcd, and without which I won- 
der how it could limp hither. lam not in a 

condition 
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condition to make a true ftep even on Amelbury* 
Downs ; and I declare, that a corporeal falfe 
flep is worfe than a political one ^ ndy, worfe 
than a thoufand political ones ; for which I ap- 
peal to courts and miniders, who hobble on and 
profper, without the fenfe of feeling. To talk 
of riding and walking, is rnfulting me \ for I 
can as foon fly as do either. It is your pride or 
lazinefs, more than chair-hire, that makes the 
town expenfive. No honour is loft by walking 
in the dark , and in the day, you may beckon 
a black- guard-boy under a gate, near your vifiting 
place, (experto credejy fave eleven-pence, and 
get half-a-crown's worth of health. The worft 
of my prefent misfortune is, that I eat and drink, 
and can digeft neither for want of exercife ; and 
to increafe my mifery, the knaves are fure to 
find me at home, and make huge void fpaces 
in my cellars. I congratulate with you, for lo- 
fing your great acquaintance.' In fuch a cafe, 
philofophy teaches, that we muft fubmit, and 
be content with good ones. I like Lord jt^om- 
bury's refufing his penfion ; but 1 demur at his 
being elefted for Oxford j which I conceive is 
wholly changed and entirely devoted to new 
principles \ fo it appeared to me the two laft 
times I was there. 

I find, by the whole caft of your letter,, that 
you are as giddy and as volatile as ever; juit the 
revcrfe of Mr Pope, who hath always loved a do* 
meftic life from his youth. I was going to wiili 
you had fome little place that you could call your 
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own; but I profefs I do not know you well e* 
nough to contrive any one fyftem of life that 
would pleafc you. You pretend to preach up 
riding and walking to the Dutchefs ; yet, from 
my knowledge of you after twenty years, you 
always joined a violent deiire of perpetually fliift- 
ing places and company, with a rooted lazinefs, 
and an utter impatience of fatigue. A coach 
and fix horfes is the utmoft exercife you can 
bear, and this only when you can fill it with 
fuch company as is bed fuited to your tafte ; and 
how glad would you be, if it could Mraft you in 
the air to avoid jolting? while I, who am fo 
much later in life, can, or at lead could, ride 
500 miles on a trotting horfe. You mortally 
hate writing, only becaufe it is the thing you 
chiefly ought to do ; as well to keep up the vogue 
you have in the world, as to make you cafy in 
your fortune. You are merciful to every thing 
but money, your beft friend, whom you treat 
with inhumanity. Be aflured 1 will hire people 
to watch all your motions, and to return me a 
faithful account. Tell me, have you cured your 
abfence of mind? Can you attend to trifles? Can 
you at Amefburj write domeftic libels to divert 
the family, and neighbouring 'fquires for five 
miles round ? or venture fo far on horfeback, 
without apprehending a ftumble at every ftep? 
Can you fet the footmen a-laughing as th^y wait 
at dinner? and do the Dutchefs's women admire 
your wit? In what efteem are you with the vicar 
of the parifli ? Can you play with him at back- 
gammon? 
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gammon ? Have the farmers found out, that you 
cannot diftinguifh rye from barley, or an oak 
from a crab-tree ? You are fenfiblc that I know 
the full extent of your country-lkill is in fifhing 
for roaches, or gudgeons at the higheft. 

I love to do you good oflices with your friends ; 
and therefore defire you will fliew this letter to 
the Dutchefs, to improve her Grace's good opi- 
nion of your qualifications, and convince her 
how ufeful you are like to be in the family. Her 
Grace fhall have the honour of my correfpond- 
ence again when fhe goes to Ame(bury. Hear 
a piece of Iri(h news. I buried the famous Ge- 
neral Meredyth's father laft night in my cathe- 
dral; he was ninety-fix years old: So that .Mrs 
Pope may live feven years longer. ^ You faw Mr 
Pope in health ; pray is he generally more heal- 
thy than when I was amongil you ? I would 
know how^our own health is, and how much 
wine you drink in a day. My flint in company 
is a pint at noon, and half as much at niglit ; 
^but I often dine at home like a hermit, 'ja\d then 
I drink little or none at all. Yet I differ from 
you 5 for I would have fociety, if I could get 
what I like, people of middle undcrftanding, 
and middle rank. Adieu. 



Vol. XVI. I i LETTER 
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LETTER DXIX. 

LADY B . ■ G :■ ■■ TO Dl. SWII^T 

London J May 13. 1732. 

I AM forry my writing fbcmid inconvenience 
your eyes 5 bat I fear it is rather roy ftyle, 
than my ink, that is fo hard to be read : How- 
ever, if I do not forget myfelf, I will enlarge 
my hand to give you the lefs trouble. Their 
Graces are at laft arrived in perfeft health, in 
fpite of all their perils and dangers, though I 
muft own, they were fo long in their voyage, 
that they gave me An ejcceeding hdot-ach ;^and 
if that would be any hindrance, they fhall never 
have my confent to go back to Ireland, but re-- 
main here, and be only king of Know le and 
Drayton* ; and I do not think it would be worfe 
"for htm, either in perfon or pocket. I dare fey 
he won*t need a remembrancer's office for any 
thing 'fjovL have fpoke to him about 5 but how- 
ever I will not fail in the part you have fet me. 
I find you want a drift account of me, how 
I pafs my time. But firft, I thank you for the 
nine hours out of the twenty-four you allowed 
me for fleeping •, one or two of them, I do will- 
ingly prefent you back again. As to quadrille, 
though I am, generally fpeaking, a conftant at- 
tendant on it every day, yet I will mod thank- 
fully 

• Kiiowle, a fine old feat of the Duke of Dorfct's near 
Seven Oaks, in Kent. Drayton, fee letter DIV. 
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fully fubniit to your allowance of time ; for 
when complaifance draws me on farther, it is 
with great yawnings, and a vaft expence of my 
breath, in afking, Who plays ? Who is called ? 
And, what is trumps ? If you can recolleft any 
thing of ray former way of life, fuch as it was, fo 
it is. I never loved to have my hands idle ; they 
. were either full of work or had a book ; but as nei- 
ther fort was the beft, or moft ufeful, fo you will 
find forty years have done no more good to my 
head, than they have to my face. Tour cid 
firiend Biddy * it much your bumbk fervantt 
and could fte get rid of her cough » her fpleeit 
would do ber and her friend no harm : for ibe 
loves a fly fcdate joke, as well as ever you knew 
her do. The Duke and Dutcheis are juft come 
in, who both prcfent their fervice to you, and 
will take it as a fayour if you will beft'ow any 
of your time that you can fpare upon :(: Lord 
GeoFge* 

Adieu, for the Dutebefe, ^he €%>unteffll of 
S— -<^, Mr Charden, and I, are going jo qua- 
diiUe. 

lia LETTER 



•• Mr J Biddy Floyd. 

t Lord George SackvUie was at this time a ftndent 1» 
thiR naiveriity of Dublin. 
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LETTER DXX. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London^ Maf 19. 1732. 

TO-MORROW wc fet out for Amcfbury^ 
where I propofc to follow your advice, of 
employing myfelf about fome work againft next 
winter. You fccmed not to approve of my wri- 
ting more fables. Thofe I am now writifigf 
have a prefatory difcourfc before each erf them> 
by way of epiflle, and the. morals of them ; moft 
are of the political kind, which makes them 
run into a greater length than thofe I have al- 
ready publiihed. I have already finifhed fifteen 
or fixteen j four or five more would make a vo- 
lume of the fame fize as the firft. Though this 
is a kind of writing that appears very eafy, I find 
it is the moft difficult of any that I ever under- 
took. After I have invented one fable» and fi* 
niflied it| I defpalr of fijiding out another ^ but 
I have a moral or two, which Iwilh to write upr 
on. I have alfo a fort of fcheme to raife my 
finances by doing fomething for the ftage : with 
this, and fome reading, and a great deal of ex^ 
crcife, I propofe to pafs my fummcr.. I am 
forry it muft be without you. Why can't you 
come and fauntcr about the Downs a-horfeback, 
in the autumn, to mark the partridges forme to 
fhoot for your dinner? Ycfterday I received 
your letter, and, notwithftanding your reproaches 

of 
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of Jazinefs, I was four or five hours about bufi- 
nefs, and did not fpend a Chilling in a coach or 
chair. I received a year's intereft on your two 
bonds, which is 8 I. I have four of ray own. I " 
have depofited all of them in the hands of Mr 
Hoare, to receive the half year's intereft at 
Michaelmas. The premium of the bonds is fal- 
len a great deal fince I bought your^s. I gave 
very near 6 1. on each bond, and they are now 
fold for about 503^ Every thing is very precari- 
ous, and I have no opinion of any of their pub- 
lic fecurities ; but I believe, the parliament next 
year intend to examine the South-fea fcheme. I 
do not know whether it will be prudent to truft 
our money there till that time. I did what I 
could to aflift Mr Ryves : and I zm very glad . 
that he hath found juftice. Lord'Bathurft fpokc 
for him, and was very zealous in bringing on 
his caufe. The Dutchefs intended to write in 
my laft letter, but fhe fet out all on a fudden to 
take care of Lord Drumlanrig *, who was taken 
ill of the fmall-pox at Winchefter fchqpl. He 
is now perfectly well recovered, (for he had a 
favourable kind) to the great joy of our family. 
I think fhe ought, as (be intends, to renew her 
correfpondence with you at Amefbury. I was 
at Dawley on Sunday. Lady Bolingbroke con- 
tinues in a very bad ftate of health, but ftill re- 
tains her fpirits. You are always remembered 
there with great refpeft and friendftiip. Mrs 
Pope is fo worn out with old age, but without 
1 i 3 any 

• Her foxu 
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any diftemper, that I look upon her life as very 
uncertain. Mr Pope's ftale of health is much in 
the fame way as when you left him. As for 
myfelf, I am often troubled with the cholic. I 
have as much inattention, and have, I think, 
lower fpirits than ufual, which I impute to my 
having no one purfuit in life. I have many com- 
pliments to make you from the Duke and Dut- 
chefs, and Lords Bolingbroke, Bathurft, Sir 
William Wyndham, MrPulteney,Dr Arbuthnott, 
Mr Lewis, £s*r. Every one of them is difappoint- 
ed in your not coming among us. I have not 
feen Dean Berkeley, but have read his book f, 
and like many parts of it ; but in general think, 
with you, that it is too fpeculative> at lead for 
me. Dr Delaney I have very feldom feen ; he 
did not do me the honour to advife with me a- 
Ibout any thing he hath publiflicd ^. I like your 
thoughts upon this fort of writing,, and I fhould 
have advifed him, as you did, though I have loft 
his good opinion. I write in very great hafte •, 
for I have many things to do before I go out of 
town. Pray make me as happy as you can, and 

let 



t«' Alciphron : Or, The Minute Philofopher.*^ Printed 
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vols. 8vo, ^ Revelation examined witH Candour: Oc, 
«' a Fair Inq^uiry into the Senfc and Ufe of the feveral 
«' Kevelatlons exprefsly declared, or fufficiently impliee'^ 
«' to be delivered to Mankind from the Creation, as they 
« were found rn the Bible. By a profeficd Friend to aa 
f honeft Fi*ecdom of Thought in religious In<^uirica.* ** 



CORRESPONDENCE. 379^ 

let mc hear from you often. But I am ftill ir* 
hopes to fee you, and will expect a fummona 
one day or other to come to Briftol, in. order to. 
be your guide to Amefbury. 



LETTER DXXL 

TO MR POPE* 

Dublin^ June 12. 1732* 

I Doubt habit hath little power to reconcile 
us with fickncfs attended by pain. With 
me the lownefs of fpirits hath a moft unhappy 
cfFeft : I am grown lefs patient with folitudey 
and harder to be pleafed with company, which 
I could formerly better digeft, when I could be 
cafier without it than at prefent. As to fend- 
ing you any thing that I have written (ince I left 
you, (either verfe or profe), I can only fay, that 
I have ordered by my will, that all my papers of 
any kind fhall be delivered you to difpofe of as 
you pleafe. I have feveral things that I have had 
fchemes to finifh, or to attempt; but I very fool- 
ifhly put off the trouble, as (inners do their re- 
pentance : Fori grow every day more averfe from 
writing, which is very natural ; and when I take 
a pen, faying to myfelf a thoufand times, non eji 
tanti. As to thofe papers of four or five years 
paft, that you are pleafed to require foon, they 
conCft of little accidental things writ in the 

country \ 
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country; familj-amufement^, never intended 
further than to divert ourfelves and fome neigh- 
bours 5 or fojTie efFeAs of anger or publie grie- 
vances here, which would be initgn-ifieant out of 
this kingdom. Two or three of us had a fancy 
three years ago to write a weekly paper, and call- 
ed it an IntclUgenceV. But it continued not 
long; for the whole volume (it was reprinted in 
London, and I ftnd you have feen it) was the 
work only gf two, myfelf and Dr Sheridan. If 
we coutd have got fome ingenious young man 
to have been the manager, who (hould have ptt- 
bliChed all that might be fent to him, it might 
have continued longer, for there were hints c<- 
nough. But the printer here * could not afford 
fuch a young man one farthing for his trouble, 
the fale being fo fmall, and the price oiie half- 
penny ; and fo it drqpt. In the volume you faw, 
(to anfwer your queftions,) the ift, 3d, 5th, 7th, 
were mine. Of the 8th, I writ only the verfes, 
(very uncorreft, but againft a felloe we all lia- 
ted) ; the pih mine ; the loth only the verfes, and 
of thofe not the four laft flovenly lines. The J 5di 
is a pamphlet of mine, printed befcM^ with Dr 
Sh— *s preface, merely for lazinefs not to dif- 
appoint the town ; and fo was the rpth^ which 
contains only a parcel of fads relating purely to 
the miferics of Ireland^ and wholly ufelefs and 
unentertainingf. As to other things of mine 
fince I left you ; there are, in profc, a View of 

the 

• John Htird\tv«. 
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the State of Ireland -^ a ProjeA for Eating Chili- 
dren 5 and a Defence of Lord Carteret : In verfe:, 
a Libel on Dr D — and Lord Carteret ; a Letter 

to DrD on the libels writ againft him ; the 

Barrack) (a ftolen copy); the Lady's Journal ; the 
Lady's DrefTing-room, (a ftolen copy) ; the Place 
of the Damned, (a ftolen copy). All tbefe have 
been printed in London. (I forgot to tell you, 
that the tale of Sir Ralph was fent from Eng- 
land). Befides thcfe, there are five or fix (per^. 
kaps more) papers of verfes writ in the north } 
but perfeftly family things, two or three of 
which may be tolerable ; the reft but indifferent, 
and the humour only local, and fame that would 
give oflFence to the times. Such as they are, I 
will bring them, tolerable or bad,, if I recover 
this lamenefs, and live long enough to fee you 
either here or there. I forget again to tell you, 
that the fcheme of paying debts by a tax on 
vices, is not one fyllable naine, but of a young 
clerf^yman whom I countenance. He toW me it 
was built upon a paflage in Gulliver, where a 
pf^cftor hafh fomething upon the fame thought : 
This young man is the nioft hopeful we have : A 
book of his poems was printed in London ; Dr 
D-— — is one of his patrons : He is married, and 
has children, and makes up about ioqI. a-yearj 
^n which he lives decently. The utmoft ftretch 
of his ambition is, to gather up as much fuper- 
fluous money as will give him a fight of you, 
and half an hour of your prefence 5 after which 
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he will return home in full fatisfa£lion, and in 
proper time die in peace. 

Mj poetical fourrtain is drained ; and- 1 profcfs 
I grow gradually fo dry, that a rhyme with mc 
is almoft as hard to find as a guinea ; and cren 
profe fpeculations tire me almoft as much. Yet 
I have a thing in prole, begun above twenty- 
eight years ago, and almoft finifhed. It will 
make a four-fliilling volume ; and is fucb a per- 
fe£lion of folly, that you (kail never bear of it 
till it is printed, and then you iliall be left to 
guefs *. Nay, I have another f of the fame age, 
wfaick will require a long time to perfe£l, and is 
worfe than the former, in which I will Genre you 
the fame way. I heard lately from Mr ■ , who 
promiies to be lefs lazy in order to mend bis for- 
tune. But women wholtvc by tbetr beauty^ and 
men by their wit, are feldom provident enoagb 
fa confider, that both iwit and beauty will go off 
with years, and there is no Irving upon the qk- 
f£it of what is paft. 

I am in great concern to bear of my Lady &>• 
lingbrokc's ill health returned upon her } ainfl 
doubt, my Lord will find Dawley too folitary 
without her. la that, neither he nor y^u »c 
companions young enough for me ; and- 1 beliete 
the heft part of the reafon why men arc faidto 
grow children when they are old, is, becaufe 
they cannot entertain themfelves with thinkiagt 
which is the very cafe of little boys and giils* 

who I 
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who love to be noify among their play-fellows. 
I am told Mrs Pope is without pain ; and I have 
not heard of a more gentle decay, without un- 
cafincfe to herfelf or friends ; yet I cannot but 
pity you, who are ten times the greater fufferer, 
by having the perfon you moft love, fo long be- 
fore you, and dying d'aily.; and i pray God it 
may not affeA your mind or your health. 



LETTER DXXII. 

1,ADY CATHARINE JONES TO DR SWIFT. 

3^ufje 15. 1732. 

THE return of my humble thanks to Mr 
Dean by the date it bears, looks more 
like a flumber of gratitude, than the quick fenfc 
of that rare virtue which I owe to you. Sir, for 
the trouble you have . fo willingly undeitaken, 
in executing what I fo much defired ; fince the 
manner you have done it in, anfwers my wifhes 
itffevery refped. The propofal yOu made, I ac- 
quainted my filler Kildare, and niece Fanny Co- 
ningfby with 5 for, being but one part of the 
family, I cannot a£t farther than they will con- 
fent, which is, that they will fettle twenty (hil- 
Kngs per year, that you may never be liable to 
any more trouble upon the fame occafion. 

I need not inform you, Mr Dean, that the 
world teaches us, that relations and friends look 
like two different fpecies : Atid though I have 
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the honour to be allied to my Lord Burlington, 
yet fince the death of my good-father and his, 
the notice he takes of me, is as if 1 was a fe- 
parated blood; or elfe I am vain enough to 
fay, we are fprung from one anceftor, whofe 
aflies keep up a greater luftre than thofe who : 
aot reduced to them* 

I cannot conclude without faying, that, were | 
I worthy in any way to have the pleafure of fee- 
ing Dean Swift, I do not know any paffion, even 
envy would not make innocent, in my ambition 
of feeing the author of fo much wit and judici- 
ous writing, as I ha^e had the advantage of. 
Tour moft humble and obliged fervant, 

CATHARINE JONES. 

Your opinion of Mr French is juft, and his due. 



L E T T E H DXXIII. 

Duhliftf July TO. 1732. 

I HAD youf letter by Mr Ryves a long t¥Kb 
after the date, for I fuppofe he (laid long in 
the way. I am glad you determine upon fomc- 
thing. There is no writing I efteem more than 
fables, nor any thing fo difficult to fuccecd in \ 
which however you have done excellently well; 
and I have often admired your happinefs in fuch 
a kind of performance, which I have frequent- 
ly endeavoured at in vain. I remember I a&ed 
as you feem to hint. I found a moral firft, and 

ftudied 
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ftudied for a fable ; but could do nothing that 
pleafed me, and fo left off that fchemc for ever. 
I remember one, whkh was, to reprefent what 
fcoundrels rife in armies by a long war j where- 
in I fuppofed the lion was engaged, and having 
. .' ^ft, all his animals of worth, at laft Serjeant 
Hog came to be a Brigadier, and Corporal Afs 
a Colonel, is'c, I agree with you likewife a- 
bout getting fomething by the ftag^ j whichi 
when it fucceeds, is th^ beft crop for poetry in 
England. But pray take fome new fcheme> 
quite different from any thing you have already 
touched. The prefent humour of the players, 
who hardly (as I was told in London) regard an^ 
new play, and ,your prefent fituatioa at the 
court, are the difficulties to be overcome ; but 
thofe circumftances may have altered (at lead 
the former) fince I left you. My fchetnc was, 
to pafs a month at Amefbury, and then go to 
Twickenham, and live a winter between that 
and Dawley, and fometimcs at Rifkins ; with- 
out going to London, where I now can have no 
^jpfcafi on al lodgings. Biit I am not yet in any 
condition for fuch removals. I would fain have 
you get enough againft you grow old, to have 
two or three' fervants about you, at>d a conve- 
nient houfe. It is hard to want thofe fubjidm 
feneffuti^ when a man grows hard to pleafe,, an<i 
few people care whether he be pleafed or ho. 
1 have a large houfe ; yet I fhould hardly prevail 
to find one vifitor, if 1 were not able to hire him 
with a bottle. of wihc; fo that when I am not 
Vol. XVi. K k abroa4 
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abroad on horfeback, I generally dine alone, 
and am thankful if a friend will pafs the even- 
ing with me, I am now with the remainder of 
my pint before me ^ and fo here's your healtbi 
——and the fecond and chief is to my Tun- 
bridge acquaintance, my Lady Dutchefs. 

And I tell you, that 1 fear my Lord Bolingbroke 
and Mr Pope, a couple of philofophers, would 
ftarve me ; for even of port wine I ihoald re- 
quire half a pint a*day, and as much at'night: 
And you were growing as bad, unlefs your Duke 
and^Dutchefs have mended you. Your choHc is 
owing to intemperance of the philofophical 
kind : You eat without care ; and if you think 
lefs than I, you drink too little. But your in- 
•ftttention I cannot pardon, becaufe I imagined 
the caufc was removed ; for 1 thought it lay in 
your forty millions of Schemes, by court^hopes . 
and court-fears. Yet Mr Pope has the fame de- 
fed:, and it is of all others the mod mortal to 
converfation ; neither is my Lord Bolingbroke 
untinged with it : All for want of my rule, 
Viw la bagatelle! Bat the Dodor is the kiij^ 
of inattention. What a vexatious life fliould T 
lead among you ? If the Dutchefs be a reveufit 
J will never come to Amelbury ; or if I do, I 
will run tway from you both, to oae of her wo- 
men, and the (leward and chaplain. 

Madam, 
I mentioned fomething^to Mr Gay of a Tun- 
bridge acquaintance, whom we forget of courfe 

whea 
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when we return ta town ; and yet I am aflured/^ 
chat if they meet again next fummer, they have 
a better title to refumc their commerce. Thus 
I look on my right of correfponding with your 
Grace to be better eflabKfticd upon your return 
to Amefbury ; and I fhall at this time defcend 
to forget, or at lead fufpend my refentments of 
your negkdi all the^time you were in London. 
I ftill keep in my hearty that Mr Gay had na 
fooner turned his back, than you left the place 
in his letter void which he had commanded yoa 
to fill 9 though your guilt confounded you fo 
far, that you wanted prefcnce of mind to blot 
out the |ait line, where that command ftarcd yoa 
in the face^ But it is my misfortune to quarrc^ 
with all my acquaintance, and always come by 
the word : and fortune is ever againft me ; but 
sever fo much as by purfuing me out of mere 
partiality to your Grace, for which you are to 
anfwer. By your connivance (he hath plea- 
fed, by one flumble on the (lairs, to give me a 
lamenefs that fix months have not been able per- 
KCtly to cure \ and thus I am prevented from re- 
venging myfelf, by continuing a month at Amef- 
bury, and breeding confufion in your Grace's fa- 
mily^ No difappointmcnt through my whole life 
hath been to vexatious by many degrees } and 
God knows whether I Ihall ever live to fee the 
uiviiible lady to whom I was obliged for fo manj 
favours, and whom I never beheld fince (he was 
a brat in hanging Heeves. I am, and (hall be 
ever> with the greateft refpedk- and gratitude, 
K k z Madam^ 
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^Madam, your Grace's moft obedient and moft 
bumble, Istc. 



LETTER DXXIV. 

LOUD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

July 18. 1732. 

I Write this letter m hopes that Pope, a man 
fcattered in the world (according to the 
French phrafe) willfoon procure me an opportu- 
hity of conveying it fafcly to you, my Reverend 
Dean. For my own part, half this wicked na- 
tion might go to you, or half your nation might 
* come to us, and the whole migration be over be- 
fote I knew any thing of the matter. *My letter 
will concern neither affairs of ftate, nor of party; 
and yet I would not have it fall into the hands 
* of our miriifters : It might pafs in their excellent 
noddles for a piece of a plot againft themfclves, 
if hot againft the ffatei or, at Icaft, it might fur- 
nifh them with an opportunity of doing an lU- 
natured, aiid difappdintinga good-natured thing ; 
which being a pleafure to the malicious aind the 
bafe, I {hould be forry to give it on any occafion, 
and cfpccially on this, to the par nobiie fratrum* , 
After this preamble, I proceed to tell you, 
that there is in. my neighbourhood, in Bcrkfhire, 
a clergyman, one Talbot, related to the Solicitor- 
general, and protefted by him. This man has 

now 
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now the living of Burfield*, which the late Biih<U| 
of Durham held before, and, for aught I know, 
after he was Bifhop of Oxford. The living i& 
worth 400 1. per annum ^ over and above a curate 
paid, as Mr Correy, a gentleman who does my 
bufinefs in that country, and who is a very grave 
authority, affures me. The parfonage-houfe is 
extremely good, the place pleafant, and the air 
excellent, the diftance from London a little day's 
journey, and from hence (give me leave to think 
this circumftance of fome importance to you) not 
much above half a day's, even for you who arc 
not a great jockey- Mr Talbot has mai^y rea- 
fons, which make him defirous to fettle in Ire- 
land for the reft of his life, and has been look* 
ing out for a change of preferment fome time. 
As foon as I heard this, I employed one to know 
whether he continued in the fame mind, and to 
tell him, that an advantageous exchange might 
be offered him, if he could engage his kinfman 
to make it prafticable at court. He anfwered 
for his own acceptance, and his kinfman's en- 
deavours. 1 employed next fome friends to fe- 
cure my Lord Dorfet, who very frankly declared 
himfclf ready to ferve you in any thing, and ii^ 
this, if you defired it. But he mentioned a things 
at the fame time, wholly unknown to me, which 
is, that your deanry is not in the nomination o£ 
the crown, but in the eiedlion of the chapter^ 
This may render our affair perhaps more eafy^ 
more hard I think it cannot be y but, In all cafeiv„ 
K k 3 . it 

• « A re Aory in Berkfhirew* 
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^ requires otlier meafures to be taken. One of 
^thefe, I believe, muft be to prepare Dr Hoadley, 
BI&op of SaHfbury, if that be poflible, to prepare 
his brotbcr the Archbiihop of Dublin. The 
light in which the propofition muft be repre-' 
fented to him, and to our minifters, (if it be 
made to them), is this, that though they gratify 
you, they gratify you In a thing advantageous to 
themfehes, and filly in you to afk. I fuppofe it 
ivill not be bard to perfuade them, that it is bet- 
ter for them you fhould be a private parifli-prieft 
in an Englifh county, than a dean in the metro- 
polis of Ireland, where they know, becaufe they 
have felt, your authority and influence. At 
lead, this topic is a plaufible one for thofe wbo 
jpeak to them, to infift upon, and coming out of 
» Whig's mouth may have weight. Sure I am, 
they will be «afily.perfuaded, that quitting power 
for eafc, nnd a greater for a Icfs revenue, is 
% foolifh bargain, which they ihould by confe- 
quence help you to ir*ike. 

You fee now the ftate of this whole aflPair^ 
and yoti will judge better than I am able to do* 
of the means to be employed on your fide of 
the water : as to thofe on this, nothing (hall be 
neglefted. Find fome fecure way of conveying 
your thoughts and your commands to mc ; for 
my friend has a right to command me arbitrarily, 
which no man elfe upon earth has. Or rather, 
difpofe of affairs fo as to come hither immediate- 
ly. You intended to come fome time ago. You 
fpeak, in a letter Pope has juft now received 

from 
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from you, as if you dill had in view to make thijw 
journey befur^ winter. Make it in the fummer, 
and the fooner the better. To talk of being 
able to ride with ftirrups, is trifling : Get on Pe- 
gafus, beilride the hippogryph, or mount the 
white nag in the Revelations. To be ferious ; 
come any how, and put neither delay nor hu- 
mour in a matter which requires difpatch and 
management. Though I haveroom, I will nqt 
fay one word to you about Berkeley's* or Delany's 
books f . Some part of the former is hard to be 
mnderftood 5 none of the latter is to be read. I 
propofe, however, tt) reconcile you to mctaphy- 
fics, by (hewing how they may be employed a- 
gainft metaphyficians ; and that whenever you 
do not underlland them, nobody elfe does, no 
not thofe who vvxite them. 

I know you are inquifitive about the health of 
the poor woman who inhabit? this place : it is 
tolerable, better than it has been in fome years. 
Come and fee her ; you (liall be nurfed, fondled, 
and humoured. She defires you to. accept this 
affuraoce, with her humble fervice. Your 
horfes fhall be grafed in fummer, and fo- 
thered in winter ; and you and your man ftiall 
have meat, drink, and lodging. Wafhing I can- 
not afford, Mr Dean, for I am grown faving. 
Thanks to your fermon about frugality. 

LETTER 

• ' AlciphroiJ : Or, The Minute Philofopker.* 
j- ' Revelation examined \i-ith Candour.' 
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LETTER DX^V. 

LADY B G TO DR SWIFT* 

Drayton^ July 19. 1732. 

I Believe you won't wonder at my long fi- 
lencc, when I tell you that Mrs Floyd * canae 
ill here, but that fhe kept very much to herfelf ; 
and ever fince (he has been here, till within 
thefc two or three days, I have had no hopes of 
her life. You may eafily guefs what I muft have 
fuffered for a fo long tried, prudent, ufeful, a- 
greeable companion and friend. And God 
knows,. flie is now cxceffivcly weak, and mends 
but flowly : However, I have now great hopes, 
and am very good at believing what I heartily 
wifh. As I dare fay, you will be concerned for 
her, you may want to know her illnefs, but that 
is more than I can tell you. She has fancied 
herfelf in a confumption a great while-: But 
though (he has had the moft dreadful cough I 
ever heard in my life, all the doftors faid it was 
not that ; but none of them did fay what it was. 
The doftor here,, who is an extraordinary good 
one, (but lives fourteen long miles off), has late- 
ly been left ten thoufand pounds, and now hates 
his bufmefs \ he fays it is a fharp humour that 
falls upon her nerves, fometimes on her flomach 
and bowels j and indeed what he has given her, 
has, to appearance, had much better effedi than 
the millions of things Qxt has been forced to take* 

After 
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After this, you will not «xpc£l: I fhould have 
followed your orders, and rick, for I have fcarcc- 
ly walked ; although I dare not be very much 
in her room, becaufe fbe conftrained hexfelf to 
hide her illnefs from rae. 

The Duke and Dutchefs of Dorfet have not 
been here y«t, but I am in hopes they will fbon. 
I don't know whether you remember Mrs Crow- 
ther and Mrs Acourt ; They and Mr Parfodc 
are my company •, but as I love my houfe full,. 
I expe£l more ftill. My Lady talks of ma- 
king me a fhort vifit. I have been fo full of 
Mrs Floyd, that I had like to have forgot to tell 
you, that I ajoi fuch a dunderhead, that I really 
do not know what my Cfter Pen's age was, but 
I think (he could not be above twelve years old. 
3he was the next to roe, but whetbcr- two ot 
three yeais younger I have forgot; and what 
is more ridiculous, I'do Dot exadly know m)^ 
own, for my mother and nurfe ufcd to cUiFer up-? 
on that notable point. And I am willing to be 
a young lady ftilJ, (b. will not allow myfelf to ba 
more than forty-cight next birth-day ; but if I 
make my letter any lori^r, perhaps you will wiflx 
I never had been born. So adieu, deai I>eaa. 



LETTER 
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LETTER DXXVL 

Um GAT AND THE DUTCHB8S Of > T9 . 
DR SWIFT. J 

DEAR Silt, Ame/hury^ July 24. 1732- 

AS the circumdances of our money-affairs are 
altered, I think myfelf obliged to acquaint 
jou with them as foon as I can \ which if I had 
not received your letter laft poft, I fhould have 
^one now. I left your two Soath-fea bonds,* 
and four of my own, in Mr Hoare's hands, when 
1 came out of town, that he might receire the in- 
tereft for us when due; or if you (hould want 
your money, that you might receive it upon your 
order. Since I came out of town, the South- 
iea Company have come to a refolution to pay 
cff 50 p€t <^A'» of their bonds, with the intereft 
ef the ^per cent, to Michaelmas next. So that 
there is now half of our fortunes in Mr Hoare's 
bands at prefent without any intereft going on.' 
As yott feem to be inclined to have yoor money - 
remitted to Ireland, I win not lay out the fam 
that is paid into his bands in any other thing, 
till I have your orders. I cannot tell what to 
do with my own. I believe I fliall fee Mr Hoare 
in this country very foon ; for be hath an houfe 
not above fix miles from us, and I intend to ad* 
vife with him ; though, in the prefent iituation 
of affairs, I expeft to be left to take my own 
way. The remaining ^o per cent, were it to be 

foUl 
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fold at prefent, bears a premium. I do not 
know whether I write intelligibly upon the fub« 
je£l. I cannot fend you the particulars of your 
account, though I know I am in debt to you for 
intereft, befides your principal; and you will 
underftand fo much of what I intend to inform 
you, that half of your money is now in Mr 
Hoare's hands, without any intereft. So,, fince 
I cannot fend you the particulars of your account^ 
1 will now fay no more about it. 

I fhall finifii the work I intended this fumme^ ; 
but I look upon the fuccefs in every refpeft to be 
precarious. You judge very right of my prefent 
Otuation, that I cannot propofe to fucceed ^ fa« 
Tour ; and I don't think, if I could flatter my- 
felf that I had any degree of merit, much could 
be expefted from that unfalhionable pretenfion. 

I have almoft done every thing I propofed in 
in the way of fables ; but have not fct the laft 
hand to them. Though they wijl not amount 
to half the number, I believe they will make 
mttch fuch another volume as the laft. I find it 
the moft difficult talk I ever undertook; but 
have determined to go through with it ; and af- 
ter this, I believe I fliall never have courage c- 
nough to think any more in this way. Laft poft 
I had a letter from Mr Pope, who informs me, 
he hath heard from you, and that he is prepa- 
ring fome fcattcred things of your's ard his for 
the prefs. I believe I fhall not fee him till the 
winter; for, by riding and walking, I aiti^ncfea- 
TiHirin^. to Izy ta a ftock of heaithi to fqtander 
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m the town. Tou fee, in this rcfpcft, my fchcmc 
is very like the country-gentlemen in regard to 
their revenues. As to my eating and drinking, 
I live as when you knew me ; fo that in that 
point we fliall agree very well in living together ; 
and the Dutchefs will anfwer for me, that I am 
cured of inattention ^ for I never forget any thing 
flie fays to me. 

The Dutchefs here takes up the reft of the liiJc. 

^ Tor he never hears what I fay, fo cannot for- 
get. If I fervcd him the fame way, I (hould not 
care a farthing ever to be better acquainted with 
my Tunbridge acquaintance, whom, by my at- 
tention to him, I have learned to fet my heart 
upon. I began to give over all hopes, and from 
thence began my negleft. I think this a very 
philofophical reafon, though there might be ano- 
ther given. When fine ladies are in London, 
it is very genteel and allowable to forget their 
bcft friends ; which, if I thought modeftly of 
myfclf, muft needs be you, li>ecaufe you know 
little of me. Till you do more, pray don't per- 
fuade Mr Gay, that he is difcreet enough to live 
alone ; for I do aflure you he is not, nor I either. 
We are of great ufe to one another ; for we ne- 
ver flatter nor contradi£k, but when it is abfo- i 
lutely neceflary, and then we do it to fomc pur- | 
pofe ; particularly the firft agrees mightily with I 
our couftitutions. If ever we quarrel, it wiH be 
about ^' piece of bread and butter •, for fomc bo- ' 
dy is never fick, except he eats too much*. He 

will ' 



will not quarrel with you fer a glafs of fo •, for 
by that thfcati^ he hopes to gulp dOwtt fome of 
that forty millions of Schemes that Vm^trcd him 
from being good company. 1 would fain fee 
you here, there is fo fair a chance that one of 
us mud be pleafed^ perhaps botb^ you with tti 
old acquaintance, and I with a new one : tt is 
(o ^qU worth taking a journey for, that if tlic 
mountain will not come to Mahx>met, Mahomet 
muft go to the mountain. But before either ot 
our jottrnies are fettled, I defire you would re* 
folve me one queflion^ whether a man^ who 
thinks himfelf well where he ia, flxould look out 
of his houfe and fer^ants before *ti6 convenient, 
before he grows old, or before a perfon, with 
whom he lives, pulls him out by the fleeve in 
private, (according; tQ oath), and tells him, they 
have enough of his company ? He will not let 
me Mrrite one word more, but that I have a very 
great regard for you, ^5*^:. 

The Duke is very much your's, and will nevtr 
leave y6u fo your wine *. IVkny thanks for 
your drum. - I wifli to receive your con- 

gratulations for the. other boy, yoii may believe 
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/ * Wlieii the Doin w«s with Mr P^pe at T^»icJceniitB%^ 
be ufed to defert tWem fotm after Cnjfper, vrkihp ** WcU, 
«' geatlemen, 1 leave yaa to your wIai:**' 
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LETTER DXXVII. 

MRS CJESAR ♦ TO-DR SWIFT. 

Augujje. 1732. 

PERMIT mc to congratulate you upon the re- 
turn of Mrs Barber, with thanks for plea- 
furcs enjoyed in her company j for had fhc not 
come recommended by the Dean of St Patrick's, 
likely I had paffed by her unheeded, being apt 
to follow a good author, in (hunning thofe of my 
own coat. But hold ^ I mud look if it runs not 
from corner to corner, which I more fear than 
length. For Pope fays, Though fometimes he 
finds too many letters in my words, never too 
many words in my letters. So, with Mr Caefsr's 
and my bed wiflies, thou worthy, witty, honeft 
Dean, farewell. . 

M. ADELMAR CiBSAR. 

L E T T. E R DXXVIII. 

LADY WORSLEY * TO DR SWIFT. 



I 



SIR, AuguftC. 173a, 

Flatter myfclf, that if you had received 

: ipy laft letter, you^ would have fafouredme 

with 

* wife to the treafurer of the navy during Lord Omt 
.i/>rd's adminiftration, in the rcia;n of (hieen Aone. 

• Frances T ady Worflley, \v*fc of Sir Robert Worfle|^ 
Bart, andinother of Lady Carteret/ wihr of Joha I.«r4 
Carteret,- aftcrM^ardtf Earl Granrille. • 
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ifith an anfwer ; therefore I take it for granted 
it. is loft. 

I was fo proud of your commands, and fo fear- 
ful of being fupplanted by my daughter, that I 
went to work immediately, that her box might 
not keep her in-your remembrance, whilft there 
was nothing to put you in mind of an old friend 
and humble fervant. But Mrs Barber's long 
(lay here (who promifed me to convey it to you) 
has made me appear very negligent. I doubt 
not but you think me unworthy of the {hare you 

. once told me I had in your heart. What if I 
mm a grcat-grand-mother, I can ftill diftinguifh 
your merit from all th6 reft of the wjjjwrld ; but it 
'is not confiftent with your good breeding to put 
me in mind of it ; therefore I am determined 
not to ufc my intercft with Sir Robert for a 
living in the Ifle of Wight, though nothing 
clfc cottld reconcile me to the place. But if I 
could make you Archbifliop of Canterbury,Hhould 

^ forget my rcfentments for fake of the flock, who 
very much want a careful (hepherd. Are we 
to have the honour of feeing you or not ? I have ' 
frefli hopes given me \ but I dare not pleafe my- 
felf too much with them, left I ftould be agaiii . 
difappoineed. If 1 had it as much in niy power 
ss my inclination to fervc Mrs Barber, fli.C ihptild 
not be kept thus long attending j but I hope her 
next voyage may prove more fuccefsful. ' ghc 
is jutt come in, and tells me you have fpraiiitd 
your foot, which will prevent your journey till 
the next fummer 5 but affurc yourfelf the Bath 
in the only infallible cure for fuch an accident. 
Li 2 K 



If yoi^haxc s^^ ttga|r4 ftinsMPii^ ffMf i»€^ ycuH 
Ihcw it^'by taking my advice ; if not, I'U oiVf 
deaYOUf to forget you, if I caii* But lill tbat 
4oubt is cleared, I am, as much as. ever, tbe 
Vit^$ pbediept humbte ferv^t^ 

. . ¥. WQRStUBY 



t E T T E R DXXIX. 

IJ^KQw notwb^ticafiiytothf ?ocwntof yQHit 
fiewa/dftip n ao4 it ismonftroua x» mc, tbat^ 
t^e Souib«fiP8i ihouid pa,y half their dcbta at ooft 
dap. .Butf t vUi feud for th^ pioney when. ;ou» 
I)ut m^ imo the way \ for 1 (h^ll wajcit i;t hiei^ji 
jpy afiaics being in a had CQiylition hy the m^ 
feries of the tKiqgdozE, :wd my qwn priitatQ f^yr^ 
tune being. wholly enilv'oiUd^ and wQ/fe tb^a 
cvier i^ fo that I (hall loon petition the XJtutcb^Ak 
:i#.^ (4>jeA of oharity, tq lead f«p three; pp. fouc 
thQu£md pQUods to keep up my dignity. ]^y 
oniQ livndsed pound will buy CM ^ hog^lhesidi. 
of MTUXPt vUi^b wiK fiippo^ft ime m year \ jtrtivif^ 
fc^^ i/i. annunt cfpia. Horace dcClrcd np xno8« ;, 
£ojC I will coii(true frug^is to l:ir wine« Yqu aro 
|Ou|ig^ qooughc to- got Coxxiq lucky hint* whiclv 
mu^ cood^ by chance,^ a,nd it ftall he a thing of 
i^^port^nee> qftpd ^ hunc in annum vival et in 
j^m^; and ]|ou, (hall not (inifh it in. bai^e, %|i4. 
il (l\all be div;erting, aoid u&fully (itipic^l, SMfid 
^ |)i^!\ei^ (ball ha ypuc crit-icj and betwbfr 

yon 
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you and me, I do not find flic will grow weary 
of you till this time feven years. I had lately 
an offer to change for an Englifti living, which 
is juft too fliort by 300 1. a-year 5 and that mull 
be made up out of the Dutchcfs's pin-money, be- 
fore I can confent. I want to be minifter of 
Amefbury, Dawley, Twickenham, Riikins, and 
prebendary of Weftminfter ; elfe I will not ftir 
a ftep, but content myfelf with making the Dut- 
chefs miferable three nwnths next fumrocr. But 
I keep ill company : I mean the Dutchcfs and 
you, who are both out of favour j and fo I find 
am I, by a few verfes wherein Pope and you have 

your parts. You hear Dr D -y has got a 

wife with 1600 1. a-year; I, who anf his gover- 
nor, cannot take one under two thoufand. I 
wi(h you would inquire of fuch a one in your' 
neighbourhood. See what it is to write god}y^ 
books ! I profefs I envy you above all men in 
England. You want nothing but three thou-' 
fand pounds more to keep you in plenty, when 
your friends grow weary of you. To prevent 
which laft evil at Amefbury, you muft learn to 
domineer and be peevilh, to find fault with their 
viftuals and drink, to chide and direft the fer- 
vants, with fome other IcfTons which I IhaH teacliK 
you, and always praclifed myfelf with fucccfs.' 
I believe I formerly defired to know, whether 
the vicar of Amefbury can play at backgammon. 
Pray afk him the queflion, and give him my fer-> 
vice. 

L 1 J . to 
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- To the P^tclicfs. 

I W4i6 the moil unwary creature in the worIcI> 
wholly ^gaiaA my old maxims, I writ fuii to 
you upoa your return to Tunbwdge. I beg that 
this condefcenfion of mine may go no farther, 
add that you will not pretend to make a prece- 
dent of it. I ne?er knew any man cured of any 
iuattentton, although the pretended caufes were 
removcil. When I was with Mr Cay laft in 
Loudon,, talking with him on fome poetical fuh- 
je£ks, he would anfwcr, *' Well, 1 am determi- 
** ned not to accqpt the employment of Gcntle- 
^* man-u(her:*' Andof the fame difpofition were 
all. my poetllp^ friendik; and if you cannot cure 
him, I utterly defpair. — As to yourfelf, I w:ould. 
fey to you (though comparifons be odiou;&) wha$ 
I faid to |he — ^ — , that your quality ihould^be ne- 
ver any motive of efleem to mc : My compli- 
ment was then loft, but it wiU not be fo to you. 
yor I know you moie by^aQy one of your letters 
thaq. I could by fix Qaoziths. converfing. Your 
pen is always more natural, and Qi^cere, and 
ujQa^efi.ed than your tongue: In wi:iting you 
aje top lazy to give yourfelf the trouble of ;t£i- 
iBg a part ; and have indeed a£led fo ijEuli£creet- 
ly, that I have you at mercy : And although 
you ihould arrive to fuqh a heighth of immora- 
lity as to deny your hand, yetj whenever I pro- 
duce it, the world will unite in fwearing thia 
muft come from you only. 
I will anfwer your queftion. Mr Gay is not 

difcreet 
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dlCcfeet. QQough to Ivve aJbWf Vut he is too dif- 
cceet; t.a liv£ alone -, aod yet (unliefs you me^d 
hirD)h^ \yill live alone ia your Grace's CQOi* 
p»iiy. Your quarrelling with each qther upoa 
the {ul)je£l: of bre:a4 and butter^ i^ the mod ufuaj 
thing in the world. Parjli^giie.nts, gourtSj, ciii^s^ 
and kingdoms^ quarrel for no other cajafe : From 
hence, and from hence onjy, 9J;ife aU ttu^ quar* 
rel& between Whig aad Tory^ between thofe 
who are in the n)iniil](y^ and thofe who aie Qut^ 
between all ptetendcrs. tp employment in^. the 
church> the law, and thQ army. ^Ycn the comr 
ipon. proverb teaches you this, when we £)y, It 
is none of my bread and buttery meaning. It isi 
no bufinefs of mine. Therefore 1 defpair of 
any reconcilement between you till the affair of 
bread and butter be adjufted, wherein I would 
gladly be a mediator. If Mahomet (hould come 
to the mountaki, bow happy would an es^cel- 
lent lady be, who lives a few mile's fiom this 
town ? As I wa$ teUing of Mr Gay's M(ay of 
living at Ameibujcy, i)^ ofiiE^fed fifty guinea^ t(> 
have you both at her boufe fQf one hour oViCr ^ 
bottle of Burgundy, whiqh we w«re tben drink- 
ing. To your queftion I anjTweir, That your. 
Grape fhould pull me. by l^e fle^nre till you) tore 
it off i and wh^n ypi!t i^d yp^. were weary of 
me,, I would pretend to be deaf, and think (ac- 
cording ^o apother proverb) that you tore my 
cloatbs to keep mc from goiog. I never will be- 
lieve one word you fay pf my Lord Puke^ ualefs 
I fee three or four lines in his own hand at the 
bottom, of your's. I have a concern in the whole 
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family, and Mr Gay muft give me a particalar 
account of every branch ; for I am not afhamed 
of you, though you be Duke and Dutchefs; 
though I have been of others who are, &V. and 
I do not doubt but even your own fervants love 
you, even do^n to your poftilions ; and when 
1 come to Amefbury, before I fee your Grace, 
I will have an hour's converfation with the vi- 
car, who will tell me how familiarly you will 
talk to Goody Dobfon and the neighbours, as if 
you were their equal, and that you were god- 
mother to her fon Jacky. I am, and fhall be 
ever, with the greatell refpcft, your Grace'* 
mod obedient, is^c. 



^ LETTER DXXX. 

ALDERMAN BARB£R TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, Londony Aug. 24. 173a* 

I Wish Dr Delaney had complied with your 
requeft fooner, in acquainting me with your 
intentions in favour of Mr Pilkington I could 
have been glad alfo, that he had acquainted you> 
as I defired him, with the particulars how I 
flood circumdantiated in relation to the chap- 
lain ; for I flatter myfelf that your ufual good- 
nature would have induced you to comply with 
my requeft, in writing a letter to roc, in an au- 
thoritative way, in your recommendation of Mr 
Pilkington \ which would have given me a good 

^\.cufc 
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«]K2Hfe; foe my refufmg ai g^ntlan^w,, wh^m. mj 
deputy and con^mQn-co^nciUiwn b^ i:«c<w 
n>€aicid tQ me abo^e fi:^ rojontb* ago. 

AnQther aceidejcit bqipcned in ttU affiwr* bf 
the Doftor's not rcceiyi?ig a kttcp 1 fch^ bAiv^ 
wbich, bj oiidake, Q^mq ij^i; t<> bis bands 
(thoygb at bome). untU wwy bjCHins ^t!§f wy 
^a.n bad Iqft it ^ his lodgiogs ;. '\yhicb lcttc.r| 
had be fee^ in t^iae», would bav^ prfvfi^d ipouf 
Uttle di^cujtksil IW.und/d: in. this a^^j^ <m4 
which I muft get over as well as I can. 

:For, Sir^ when I rcflcft on the many obliga- 
tions I hare to you, which I (hall ever acknow- 
ledge^ I am glad of any occaiion to fliow ray gra* 
titudej ski^ (iq her^by^ at yoiv^ roqueft, make 
Mr Pilkington my chaplain, when Mayor. I wifh 
it may anfwer hi^ c3Rpe£katiQiit.v fot tbt pfofii 
are not above ont bu»dr«id and twenty pounds. 
If fo much, as lam told he conftantly dines with 
thq Mayor ; but I am ?fp^ qan't li« in th9 Hall/ 
th^, jpQon^ b^ng HX of ftat«. For y^oai^ fake I 
viU Ibcw biw ^1 thj? civilities I can. You wil| 
xtxipmm^nd hi;a3t to Jo. (Pr I mean^ Tr%pf » 
Xhfi Mayar*^ A>y is, the 3otl> q{ Oftobe? j fo thafc 
be qpi^y tiik^ bi$, o«tntim«. ■ ♦■* 

. lt:>«fouH add Tieiy. »i*cb ia nuy fdlici^, if youii 
hjCAltfi wcuUd pejcnrut you to^ come pyejc in tbei 
f^ring;!^ and fi^e a pageant of yQiw o,wn. makings 
Hskd you, been bepe now, I am perfuadcd yQm 
VrQU|}d have piut nae to an additional expence, by 
Jwring-a raree*(l>ew (or pageant) as.of old» oa 
dv5 Lord-^Mayor's day. TSlr Pope and I wone* 
thinking to have a large machine carried through 

the 
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the city, with a printing-prefs, author, publtfli* 
crs, hawkers, devils, isfc. and a fatirical poem 
printed and thrown from the prefs to the mob, 
in public view, but not to give ofience \ but your 
abfence fpoils that defign. 

Pray God prefcrve -you long, very long, for 
the good of your country, and the joy and f^tif- 
faftion of your friends ; among whom 1 take the 
liberty to fubfcribe myfclf,^ with great fincerttyi 
Sir, your raoft obedienti and moft humble fer* 
vant, 

J. BARBER. 



LETTER DXXXr. 



Vm ^AT AND THE DUTCHtSS OF - » 

TO DR SVTlFT. 

PBA&.siK» Jlnu/bury^ Aug. 28. 173a. 

MR Hoare hath a hundred and odd potnds 
of your's in his hands, which you may 
have whenever you pleafe to draw upon me for 
it. I know I am more indebted to you, I mean 
befides the South-fea bond of a hundred that 
ftill fubfifts ; bat I cannot tell you exaAIy how 
your account (lands till I go to town, I have 
money of my own too in~Mr Hoare's hands, 
which I know not at prefcnt how to difpofe of, 
I bcKevc I (Irall leave it Tiinthout intercft till I go 
to town, and (hall then be at the faitne lofs how 
to difpofe of it as now. I have an intention to 

get 
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get more money next winter $ but am prepared 
for dsfappointments, which I think it is very 
likely I fhall meet with ; yet as you think it con- 
venient and neceflary that I fhould have more 
than I have^ you fee I do what I can to oblige " 
you. If my defign fliould take effe6l, I define 
you will be as eafy under it as I (hall be ; for I 
find you fo folicitous about me, that you cannot 
bear my difappointments as well as I can. If I 
don't write intelligibly to you, it is becaufe I 
would not have the clerks of the poft^ofEce know 
every thing I am doing. If you would come 
here this furamer, you might, with me, have 
helped to have drank up the Duke's wirie, and 
faved your money. I am grown fo feving of 
late, that I very often reproach myfelf with be- 
ing covetous ; and I am very often afraid that I 
fliall have the trouble of having money, and ne- 
ver have the pleafure of making ufe of it. I 
wi(h you could live among us ; but not unle£s it 
could be to your eafe and fatisfaftion. Tou in- 
fift upon your being minifter of Amefburyi Daw- 
iey, Twickenham, Riiking, and a prebefldary of 
Weftminfter. For your being minifter in tbofe 
-places, I cannot . promife you -, but I know.yoa 
might have a good living id every oncof tbem. 
Gambadoes I h«ve rid in, and I think them a 
▼ery fine and ufeful invention ; but I h«ve not 
made, ufe of them fince I left Dcvohfliire. . I 
^idtf' apd walk every 4%y to fuch: eiceft^t that I 
•am afraid I fliill uke a furfeit of it. v I am furc, 
Hi am not better in health tftof it, it ii'^^ 
^' .-: worth 
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the city, with a printing-prefs, author, publUh- 
cr«, hawkers, devils, i^c. and a fatirical poem 
printed and thrown from the prefs to the mob, 
in public view, but not to give offence \ but your 
abfence fpoils that defign. 

Pray God preferve 'you long, very long, for 
the good of your country, and the joy and fi^tif- 
faftion of your friends ; among whom 1 take the 
liberty to fubfcribe myfclf,^ with great finccrity, 
Sir, your raoft obedienti and moft humble fer* 
vant, 

J. BARBER. 



LETTER DXXXr. 



lim^AT AND THE DUTCHBSS OF -— '9 

TO DR SVTlFT. 

PBA&.siK, Jinu/bury^ Aug. 28. 1732. 

MR Hoare hath a hundred and odd potnds 
of your's in his hands, which you mrf 
have whenevier you pleafe to draw upon me for 
it. I know I am more indebted to you, I mean 
befides the South-fea bond of a hundred that 
ftxK fubfifts ; bat I cannot tell you exaAly how 
your account (lands till I go to town. I have 
money of my own too in^Mr Hoare's hands, 
which I know not at prefcnt how to difpofe of. 
I beKevc I fliall leave it without intercft till J go, 
to town, and (hall then be at the faitne lofs how 
to difpofe of it as now. I have an intention to 

get 
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more money next winter ; but am prepared 
difappointments, which I think it is very 
Hy I {hall meet with ; yet as you think it con- 
ient and neceflary that I fhould have more 
n I have^ you fee I do what I can to oblige 
1. If my defi^n ihoukl take cffc&, I defire 
1 will be as eafy under it as I (hall be ; for I 
i you fo folicitous about me, that you cannot 
ir my difappointments as well as I can. If I 
I't write intelligibly to you, it is becaufe I 
uld not have the clerks of the poft^oiEce know 
:ry thing I am doing. If you would come 
re this fummer, you might, with me, have 
Iped to have drank up the Duke's wine, and 
'ed your money. I am grown to faving of 

e, that I very often reproach myfelf with bc- 
l covetous ; and I am very often afraid that I 
ill have the trouble of having money, and ne- 
r have the pleafure of making ofe of it. I 
ih you could live among us ; but not unleis it 
uld be to your eafe and fatisfaclion. Too in* 
k upon your being miniftcr of Amefbury, Daw- 

f, Twickenham, "Riiking, and a prdieodary of 
^eftminfter. For your being roinifter in tbofc 
aces, I cannot promife you ; but I know yo« 
ight have a good living in every one of tbem. 
«mbadoes I hcve rid is, and I tbink them a 
iff fine and vScfuL ioventioD ; bot I have not 
lade ufe of them fince I left DevortOiire. I 
dc apd walk every day to foch eicscfs,* thn I 
ii afraid I fliall Cake a forfeit of ft. I am fare. 
f I am not better in liealth nfter tc, it is m( 

wonh 
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MR GAY GOES ON HERE. 

I had forgot to tell you, that I very lately re* 
ceived a letter from Twickenham, in which was 
this paragraph : ** Motte atrd another idle fel- 
«* low, I find, have been writing to the Dean, to 
•< get him to give them fome copy-right, which' 
<« furely he will be not fo indifcrect as to do, 
<* when he knows my defign, and has done thefe 
<* two months and more. Surely I (hould be a 
•* properer perfon to truft the diftribution of his 
** works with, than fo common a bookfeller. 
^^ Here will be nothing but the ludicrous and 
«« little things ; none of the political, or any 
" things of confequence, which are wholly at 
** his own difpofal. But at any rate, it would 
«* be filly in him to give a copy-right to any, 
** which can only put the manner of publifliing 
•« them hereafter out of his own and his friends 
«* power, into that of mercenaries.** 

I really think this is a very ufeful precaution, 
confidering how you have been treated by tticfc 
fort of fellows. 

The Duke is faft aflcep, or he would add a 
•line. 

LETTER DXXXII. 

SIR WILLIAM FOWNES TO DR SWIFT. 



I 



DPAR SIR, IJland'BrJdgCy ^th Sept. 1732. 
T has been the obfervation of travellers (as I 
have been frequently told) that, in all the 

countries 
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countries they have feeii, they never met with 
fewer public charitable foundations than in this 
kingdom. % 

Private charities, no doubt, will have their re- 
ward; but public are great incitements; and 
good examples often draw others on, though 
grudgingly ; and fo a good work be done, no 
matter who are the workmen. 

When I was Lord Mayor, I faw fomc miferablc 
lunatics expofed to the hazard of others as well 
as themfelves. I had fix ftrong cells made at 
the work-houfe for the moft outrageous, which. 
were foon filled ^ and by degrees, in a fbort time, 
tfaofe. few drew upon us the folicitations of many^ 
till> bf the time the old corp<Katioa ce}fcd| wc 
bad, in that hbufe, forty, and upwards. The 
door being opened, interefl foon made way to 
let in the fooliOi, and fuch like, as mad folks. 
Thefe grew a needlefs. charge upon us; and had 
that cdurfe gone oh, by ^his time the houfe had 
been filled with fuch. The new corporation 
got rid of moft of thefe by death or the care 
•f friends, and Came to a refolution not to admit 
any fuch for the future ; and the (irft denia} was 
to a requeft of the Earl of Kildare, which put a 
full (lop to all farther applications. As I take 
it^ there are at this time a number of obje£):s 
which req^uire afliftance ; and probably many 
may be reftored, if proper care could be taken of 
riiem. There is no public place for their recep- 
tion, nor private undertakers, as about London, 
Friends and relations here would pay the charge 
M m 2 of 
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of their fupport and attendance, if there were 
a place for fecuring fuch lunatics. 

I own to you, I was for fome time averfe to 
our having a public Bedlam, apprehending we 
(hould be overloaded with numbers, under the 
name of mad. Nay, I was apprehenfive our 
cafe would foon be like that in England ; wives 
and hufbands trying who could firft get the o- 
ther to Bedlam. Many who were next heirs to 
eftates, would try their (kill to render the poC- 
feiTor difordered, and get them confined, and foon 
run them into real madnefs. Such like confe- 
quences I dreaded, and therefore have been filent 
on the fubjeft till of late. Now I am convinced 
that regard {hould*1>e had to thofe under fuch 
difn^al circumftance* : And I have heaid the 
Primate and others exprefs their concern for 
them 5 and no doubt but very fuiEcient fubfcrip- 
tions may be had to fet this needful work on 
foot. I Ihould think it would be a pleafure to 
any one that bias any intention this way, to fee 
fpmething done in their lifetime, rather than 
leave it to the conduft rf pofterity. I would 
not confent to the proceeding on fuch a woi^k in 
the manner I have feen our poor-houfe, and Dr 
Steven's hofpital, viz. to have fo expenfive a 
foundation laid, that the expence of the building 
fliould require fuch a fum, and fo long a time to 
iinifh, as will take up half an age. 

My fcheme for fuch an undertaking ihould be 
much to this efFeft : 

Firft, I would have a fpot of ground fixed on, 

that 



\ 
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that (hould be in a good open air, free from the 
neighbourhood of houfes 5 for the cries and ex- 
clamations of the outrageous would reach a 
great wajr, and ought not to diflurb neighbours ^ 
which was what you did not think of whpn you 
mentioned a fpot in a clofe place almoft in the. 
heart of the city. There are many places in the 
out-ikirts of the city I can name very proper. 

Next to the fixing of a proper fpot, I would, 
when that is fecured, (which fhould be a good 
fpace), have it well inclofed with a high wall, 
the cod of all which muft be known. Then I 
would have the cells of the Royal Hofpital In- 
firmary, lately made for mad people, be exami- 
ned, how convenient, and how in all points they 
are adapted to the purpofe, with the coft of thefe 
cells, which I take to be fix or eight pounds. 
Then I would proceed to the very needful houfe 
for the mafler and the proper fervants. Then 
atiother building, to which there fliould be a pi- 
azza for a ftone-gallery, for walking dry ; and 
out of that feveral lodging cells for fuch as are 
not outrageous, but melancholy, £5*4'. This may 
be enlarged in length, or by a return ; and over- 
head the fame fort of a gallery, with little rooms, 
or cells, opening the doors into the gallery ; for, 
by intervals, the objefts afFetled may be permit- 
tipil to walk at times in the galleries. 

This is according to the cuftom of London. • 
Annexed to the mailer's houfe muft be the kit- 
chen and offices. 

This proceeding may be fo contrived, as to be 
M m 3 enlarged 
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enlarged from time to time, as there fliall be a 
fund, and occafion to require the additions. 
There is no neceflfity for any plans or archite£ls; 
but an ordinary capacity may contrive thofe en- 
largements. Perhaps there may appear fome 
wcll-difpofed perfons, who will fay, they will 
make this enlargement 5 and, by fuch helps, they 
may be fufBciently done to anfwer all purpofes. 
It comes juft now into my head, that there is a 
rery proper fpot *, which I think the Chapter 
of St Patrick let to one Lee, a brick-layer, or 
builder. It lies back of Aungier-ftreet eall,, 
comes out of York-ftreet, down a place called 
the Dunghill, runs down to the end of King- 
ftreet, facing Willfam-llreet -, at the north-end 
of which fome alms-houfes are built by Dowling 
and others. Alfo there ftands to the front of 
the ftreet, a large ftone building, called an Alms- 
houfe, made by Mrs Mercer j though by-the-bye, . 
I hear fhe is weary of her projeft, and does little 
in fupplying that houfe, or endowing it. Per- 
haps the ground may be eafily come at from Lee*s 
heirs ; and, by your application, I know not but 
Mrs Mercer may give her houfe up to promote 
fo good a work. This will go a good way, and be- 
ing followed by fubfcriptions, a great and fpeedy 
progrefs may be made, in which I will readily 
join my intereft and labour. If that fpot faih, 
Ve will Q^tch upon another. Whatfoever may 

be 

• Tlie greundhere mentioned by Sir WillWim Tovrnct 
f*oes not belong to the Dean and Chapter of St Patcicjc's, 
tfwt to the corporatioji of Vicar* chorii ia that c&tb«- 
diaU 
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be your future intentions, don't deny mc the con- 
fideration of the good your appearance and helj) 
may now do. I would not nftake a ftep in this 
affair, if it (hall not be agreed, that all matters^ 
which require the confent by votes, ihall be de- 
termined by the method of a ballotting-box, 
that no great folks, or their fpeeches, (hould car- 
ry what they pleafe, by their method of fcoring 
upon paper, and feeing who marks, isfc. too 
much pra£lifed. 

If there be nothing in this paper worth your 
attention, you know how to difpofe of it. You 
have the thoughts of your aifured humble fer- 
vant. 

W. FOWNES. 

The proposal. 

I. That an hofpital, called Bedlam, be built in 
the city of Dublin, or liberties, for the reception 
of lunatics from any parts of the kingdom. 

II. In order to promote (o good a work, let fub- 
fcriptions. be taken in Dublin, and every city and 
town in the kingdom ; and that the chief magi-* 
ftrate of each place be defired to recommend the 
fubfcription-paper fent to him for that purpofe. 

III. That when public notice i& given in print,, 
that ground is fecured for building the hofpital 
of Bedlam, the fubfcription be colle£ied, ^ndfent 
to Dublin, and paid into the hands of 

Query, Mr Thorn, fteward to the Blue-Coat hof- 
pital, a very proper perfon.. 
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IV. That upon notice pjivcn by Mr Thorn, 
that he he has received 2CO 1. a meeting Ihall be 
held of all fubfcribers who happen to be in Du- 
blin, at a proper time and place, 

V. Such perfons as fubfcribe 5 L or upwards, 
to have a vote at fuch meeting. 

VI. That Mr Thora, giving fecurity, be con- 
tinued to receive and pay out the money fubfcri- 
bed for one year, and be allowed only fixpencc 
fer pound, for receiving and paying. 

VII. That the money firft laid out (hall be for 
the building of fix or eight ftrong cells, for out- 
rageous lunatics to be confined in, and after the 
form of thofc made at the infirmary of the Royal 
Hofpital. 

VII I. That the college of phyficians be defired 
to contribute to this good work, by appointing 
two or three of their body to be prefent at the 
firrt meeting, and to give their opinion as to the 
convenicncy of the cells, what boilers arc proper 
to be fet up in a kitchen, and what food is proper 
to be provided for fuch lunatics. 

IX. That near the cells be made a kitchen, 
fmall at firfl, and In fuch a manner, as capable 
to be enlarged. That over this kitchen be a mid- 
dle room, and over it a garret, to lodge the cook- 
znaid and one other maid. 

X. That adjoining the kitchen may be made 
one room, of 1 8 feet by 18, which may ferve for 
Mr Thorn to attend in, and where the dodors, or 
any fubfcribers, may meet on occafion. And 0- 
Ter the room another, to ferve for a ftore-room ; 

and 
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and a garret to lodge a porter or two, that muft 
attend the lunatrcs. 

XI. That the(e buildings be made plain and 
ftrong, with as little coft as can be. 

XII. That the charge of thcfe be computed 
feparate, and of the infide neceflaries ; fo that 
the work may go on as fall as the fubfcription- 
fund can be got in. 

XIII. That the fubfcribcrs, at the firft meet* 
ing, do elcdl feven of their number, fuch as arc 
knowing in carrying on of the work, and willing 
to attend at needful times. That any three or 
more, at any meeting at the hofpital, may give 
direftions for proceeding on the buildings agreed 
upon to be made at the firft meeting of the fub- 
fcribers 5 at which firft meeting a fecond meet- 
ing may be agreed upon, and fo from time to 
time. I 

The walling-in of the piece of ground intend- 
ed for this ufe may go on as the fund will bear, 
without obftrufting the firft ufeful buildings* 
And whereas there are lunatics of feveral kinds, 
as tbe melancholy, toV. and forae that are unruly 
by fits, a building muft be defigned for this fort; 
the floors not lofty, but made fufiiciently airy, 
twenty feet wide, whereof ten for a gallery, and 
ten for lodges j each lodge eight or ten feet 
V broad. 

DEAR SIR, 

Herewith you have my thoughts of the affair 
you menti6ned'to me. Twifti I could prevail 

Oil 
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on you to patronize it, and lay down your own 
fcheme« I am mod confident it cannot fail go- 
ing on brifldy. You have friends and intercft 
enough to fet it a-going, although there may be 
fome grandees would rather other hands had the 
conduct of it J yet the work fpeaks fo much for 
itfelf, they muil be afhamed not to contribute, 
much more to obftiuft it. 

In the paper called < The Propofal/ I have 
confidered the privateft and lead expenfive way 
of going to work, avoided public forms, and 
grandees interpofing^ Tom Thorn by chance I 
thought upon for that reafon, and for preventing 
jobs, b^c. Do what you pleafe with my papers. 
I am juil ditto. 

LETTER DXXXIIL 

JLAPY B G TO DR S'^IFT. 

LafiJofi, Nov. 7. 1732. 

I Should have anfwcrcd your's fooner, but 
that I every day cxpe£led another from you, 
with your orders to fpeak to the I^uke \ which 
I Ihould with great pleafure have obeyed, as it 
was to ferve a friend of yottr*s. Mrs Floyd is now, 
thank God, in as good health as I have feen her 
thefe many years, though (he has ftill her winter , 
cough hanging upon her; but that, I fear,. I 
muft never expeil (he (hould be quite free from 
at this time of day. AU my trouble witkber now 

is. 
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is, to make her drink wine enough, according 
to the dodloPs order, which is not above three 
or four glafles, fuch as are commonly filled at 
fober houfes 5 and that (he makes fo great a rout, 
with fo many faces, that there is nobodyi that 
did not know her perfeftly well, but would ex- 
tremely fufpeft (he drinks drams in private. 

I am forry to find our taftes fo different in 
the fame perfon 5 and as every body has a natu- 
ral partiality to their own opinion, fo it is fur- 

prifmg to me to find Lady S dwindle in 

yo'ur's, who rifes infinitely in mine, the more 
and the longer I know her- But you fay, you 
will fay no more of courts for fear of growing 
angry ; and indeed, I think you arc fo already, 
fince you level all without knowing them, and 
feem to think, that none who belongs to a court 
can a£b right. I am fure this cannot be realty 
and truly your fenfe, becaufe it is unjuft 5 and 
if it is, I fhall fufpeft there is fomething of your 
old maxim in it, (which I ever admired and found 
true) that you mud hsLVC offended them, becaufe 
you don't forgive. I have been about a fortnight 
from Knowle, and (hall next Thurfday go there 
again for about three weeks, where I (hall be 
ready and willing to receive your commands, 
who am mod faithfully and fincerely your's. 



LETTElL 
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LETTER DXXXIV. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Nov. 16. 1732. 

T AM at laft come to London before the family, 
-*• to follow my own inventions. In a week 
or fortnight I expeft the family will follow me. 
You may now draw upon me for your money as 
foon as you pleafe. I have forae of my own too 
that lies dead ; and I proteft I do not know 
which way at prefent to difpofe of it, every thing 
is fo precarious. I paid Mr Lancelot 12 1. and 
pay myfelf the five guineas you had of me, and 
have dedu£l:ed your lofs, by paying off one 
of the South-fea bonds : and I find I have re- 
maining of youi:'s 2 1 1 1. 1 55. 6d. And I believe 
over and above that fum, there will be more ow- 
ing to you upon account of inteiefton the bonds, 
about four or five pounds. Mr Hoare hath 
done this for me, but I have not had time to call 
upon him yet, fo that 1 cannot be more particu- 
lar. As the money now lies in Mr Hoare's hands, 
you fee it is ready on demand. I believe you 
had beft give notice when you draw on me for 
it, that I may not be out of the way. I have 
not as yet feen Mr Pope, but dcfign in a day or 
two to go to him, though I am in hopes of fee- 
ing him here to-day or to-morrow. If my pre- 
fent projcft fucceeds, you may expe£l a better 
accoimt of my own fortune a little while after 

the 



( 



CORRESPONDENCE. 411 

the holidays ; but I promife myfelf nothing, for 
1 am determined that neither any body elfe, or 
myfelf, {hall difappoint me. I wifli the argu- 
ments made ufe of to draw you here were every 
way of more confequence. I would not have 
you change one comfort of life for another. I 
wifh you to keep every one of thofe you have 
already, with as many additional ones as you 
like. When I fit down to conGder on the choice 
of any fubjeft, to amufe myfelf by writting, I 
find I have a natural propenfity to write againft 
vice, fo that I don't expeft much encouragement; 
though 1 really think in jufticc I ought to be 
paid for ftifling my^ own inclination ; but the 
great are ungrateful. Mr Pulteney's young fon 
bath had the fmall-pox, and is perfeftly reco- 
vered. He is not in town, but is expedled in a- 
bout a week from the Bath. I muft aufwer the 
letter you writ to the Dutchefs and me, when 
her Grace comes to town j for I know flie in- 
tended to have a part in it. >VTiy can't you 
come among us in the beginning of the' new- 
year ? The company will be then all in town» 
and the fpring advancing upon us every day. 
What I mean by the company is, thofe who callr 
themfelves your friends, and I believe are fo. It 
is certain the parliament will not meet till the 
middle of January. I have not been idle while 
I was in the country ; and 1 know your wiflics in 
general, and in particular that indultry may always 
find its account. Believe me, as I am unchangeable 
.in the regard, love, and eftcem I have for you. 
Vol. XVI. Nn LEtTER 



422 DEAN SWIFT'S 
LETTER DXXXV. 

MR POPE "^O DR SWIFT *. 

Dec. s. 1732. 

ris not a time to complain that you have not 
anfwercd my two letters, (in the laft of 
which I was impatient under fome fears). It is 
not now indeed a time to think of myfelf, when 
one of the neareft and longed ties I have ever had 
is broken all on a fudden, by the uhexpedled 
death of poor Mr Gay. An inflammatory fever 
hurried him out of this life in three days. He 
died laft night at nine o'clock, not deprived of 
his fenfes entirely at laft, and pofTeiEng them 
perfedHy till within five hours. He alked of 
you a few hours before, when in acute torment 
by the inflammation in his bowels and breaft. 
His eflPedls arc ^ in the Duke of Queenfberry's 
cuftody. His fifters, we fuppofe, will be his 
heirs, who are two widows j as yet it is not 
known whether or no he left a will. — Good God ' 
how often are we to die before w^ go quite oflF 
this ftage ? In every friend we lofc a part of 
ourfelves, and the beft part. God keep thofc 
we have left! Few are worth praying for, and 
one's felf the Jcaft of alL 

I 

• " Ott My dear friend Mr Gay** deatk. Rcceired 

44 December 15. but ii»t read tiU the aoth^ by aQimpoUe, 

" foreboding fome misfortune.^ [Thi« note is indorfed 

00 the original letter in Dr 5wift'« hand.] JP9Je. 
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I fliall never fee you now, I believe 5 one of 
your principal calls to England is at an end. In- 
deed he was the mod amiable by far, his quali- 
ties were the gentleft •, but I love you ad wcU 
and as firmly. Would to God the man we have 
loft had not been fo amiable, nor fo good I but 
tl^at-« a wifli for our own fakes, not for his. 
Sdre, if innocence and integrity can deferve hap- 
pineii, it rauft be his. A^ieu. I can add no- 
thtnjto what you will feel, and diminifli nothing 
from it,, Yet write to me, and foon. Believe 
no'tnto: now living loves you better, I believe 
ncitiimtyftr did than 

- A.POPR 

Dr Arbuthnott, whofe humanity you know, 
heartily commends himfelf to you. All poflible 
diligence and afie^iion has been (hown, and 
continued attendance, on this melancholy occa- 
fion. Once more adieu, and write to one who 
18 truly difconfolate. 

?• S. by DrR ARBUTHNOTT. '5. 
DBAK SIR, 

I am forry that the renewal of our correfpon- 
dence fhould be upon fuch a melancholy occa* 
fion. Poor Mr Gay died of an inflammation, 
and, I believe, at laft a mortification of the 
bowels. It was the moft precipitate cafe I ever 
knew, having cut him off in three days. He 
was attended by two phyficians befidea myfelf. 
N n 2 I 
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I believed the diftemper mortal from the begin* 
Bing. I have not had the pleafure of a line from 
you thefe, two years \ 1 wrote one about your 
health, to which I had no anfwer. I wifli yoa 
all heahh and happinefs i beingi with great af- 
le£lion and refpe£t^ Sir, 

Your, fsfc. 



LETTER DXXXVI- 

Dublin, 1733-3. 

] Received your^a with a few-lines from the 
i Hbditir, and the account of our lofing Mr 
Gay \ upon which event I fliall fay nothing. I 
am only concerned that long living hath not 
hardened me : For even in this kingdom, and 
in a few days pad, two perfons of great merit, 
whom I loved very well, have died in the prime 
of rfieir years, but a little above thirty. I would 
endeavour to comfort myfelf upon the loft of 
fdends, as I do upon the lofs of money j by 
turning to. my ac£punt-book, and feeing whe- 
ther! have enough left for my fupport : But in 
the former cafe I find I have not, any ntorc than 
ia the other j and I know not any man who' is 
in a greater likelihood than myfelf to die poor 
and friendlefs. You are a much greater lofcr 
than me by his death, as being a more intimate 
friend, and often his companion ; which latter 
I could never hope to be, except perhaps once 
more \u txi^^i^^ l^i •a.^x^c^ of a fummer. I hope 

ha 
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lie hath left you the care of any writings he may 
have left ; and I wifh, that, with thofe already 
extant, they could be all puWiftied in a fiir e- 
dition under your infpedlion. Your poem on 
the ufe of riches hath been juft printed here ; 
and we have no objediion but the obfcurity of 
federal paflages by our ignorance in fafts and 
perfons, which makes us lofe abundance of the 
fatire. Had the printer given me notice, I 
would have honeftly printed the names at length, 
where 1 happened to know them ; and writ ex- 
planatory notes ; which however would have 
been but few, for my long abfence hath made 
me ignorant of what paffes out of the fcene 
where I am. I never had the leaft hint from 
you about this work, airy more than of your for- 
mer upon tafte* We are told here, that yoa 
are preparing other pieces of the fame bulk to 
be infcribed to other friends, one (for inftancc) 
to my Lord Bolingbroke, another to Lord Ox- 
ford, and fo on. Dr Delaney prefents you 

his mod humble fervice. He behavea himfelf. 
very commendably j convcrfes only with his 
former friends, makes no parade, but entertains 
them conftantly at an elegant plentiful table ; 
walks the ftreets, as ufual, by day-light 5 does 
many afts of charity and generofity ; cultivates 
a country-houfe two miles diftant ; and is one 
of thofe very few within my knowledge, on 
whom a great accefs of fortune hath made no 
manner of change, i^nd particularly he is of- 
ten without money, as he was before. We have ' 
N u -^ .^"v 
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- got Hiy Lord Orrery among ud| being forced 16 
continue here on the ill condition of his eftate 
by the knavery of an agent. He is a mod 
worthy gentleman^ whom, I hope, you will be 
acquainted with. I am very much obliged by 

your favour to Mr P 5 which I deCre may' 

continue no longer than he fliall deferve by ^lis 
modefty ; a virtue I never knew him to want, 
but it is hard for young men to keep without a- 
bundance of ballaft. If you are acquainted with 
the Dutchefs of Queeniberry^ I defire you will 
prefent her my mod humble fervice. I think 
Ihc is a greater lofer by the death of a friend 
than either of us. She feems a lady of excel- 
lent fenfe and fpirit. I had often poflfcripts from 
ber in our friend*s letters to me j and her part 
was fometimes longer than his, and they made 
up great part of the little happinefs I could have 
here. This was the more generous, becaufe I 
never faw her fince flie was a girl of five years 

- old, nor did I envy poor Mr Gay for any thing 
fo much as being a domeflic friend to fuch a 
a lady. I defire you will never fail to iend me 
a particular account of youchealth. I dare hard- 
ly inquire about Mrs Pope, who, I am told, is 
but juft among the living, and confequently a 
continual grief to you : She is fenfible of your 
tendernefs, which robs her of the only happinefs 
{he is capable of enjoying. And yet I pity you 
more than her ; you cannot lengthen her days, 
and I beg ihe may not fhorten your's. 
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LETTER pXXXVn. 

THE EARL OF PJiTERBOROW TO MR POPE. 

1732. 

I AM under the gfcatcft impatience to feeDr 
Swift at Bevis-Mount, and mud fignify my 
mind to him by another hand ; it not being per- 
mitted me to hold corrcfpondence with the faid 
Dean, for no letter of mine can come to his 
hands. 

And whereas it is apparent,* in thisTroteftant 
land, moft efpecially under the care of divin« 
providence, that nothing can fucceed, or come 
to a happy iflue, but by bribery ; therefore let 
me know what he expefts to comply with my de- 
fires, and it ihall be remitted unto him. 

For though I would not corrupt any man for 
the whole world, yet a benevolence may be given 
without any offence to confcience. Every one 
muft confefs that gratification and corruption 
are two diftin£l terms ; nay, at worft, many 
good men hold, that, for a good end, fome very 
Haughty meafures may be made ufe of. 

But, Sir, I muft give you fome good news in 
relation to myfelf, becaufe I know you wifh me 
well. I am cured of fome difeafes in my old age, 
which tormented me very much in niy youth. 

I was pofTcfled with violent and uneafy paf- 
fions, fuch as a peeviih concern for truth *, and 
a fancy love for my country.* 

* This aad the following letter ire t2Jk!t^^c^TDLX>B^^ ^^^ 
cond Yolumc ofPopi:*s iettcxs* 
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When a Chriftian prieft preached againft the 
fpirit of the gofpel, when an Eiiglifli jttdge de- 
termined againft Magna Charta *, when the 
miniftei aded againft common fenfe, I ufed to 
fret. 

Now, Sir, let what will happen, I keep my- 
felf in temper. As I have no flattering hopes, fo 
I baniih all u£e1ef& fears. But as to the things of 
this world, I find inyfelf in a condition beyond 
expectation ; it being evident^ from a late par- 
liamentary inquiry, that I have as much ready- 
money, as much in the funds, and as great a per- 
fonal eftate as Sir Robert S — tt — n. 

If the tranflator of Homer find fault with this 
vnhcroic difpofition j or, what I more fear, if 
the Drapier of Ireland accufe the Engliftiman of 
want of fpirit j I filence you both with one lin« 
out of your own Horace : ^id te tMempta juvat 
/pints € pluribus una ? For I take the whole to be 
fo corrupted that a cure in any part would be of 
little avail. Tour's, Isfc. 

LETTER DXXXVIIL 

DR SWIFT TO THE EARL OP PETERBOROW. 
MY LORD, 

I Never knew or heard of any perfon fo vola- 
tile, andfo fixed asyourLordfliip. Tou, while 
your imagination is carrying you through every 
corner of the world, where you have or ha?e not 

been, 
* As Qi&y ^e fetn {com V\% XTuuC^Od«VL& with Fen wick 
In the year i6<)6-7. W<krh- 
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been, can at the fame time remember to do offi- 
ces of fevour and kindnefs to the meaneft of yotir 
friends ; and in all the fecnes yoti hare paffed, 
ha^e not been able to attain that one quality pe- 
culiar to a great man, of forgetting every thin^ 
buc injuries. Of this I am a living witnefs a- 
gainft you. For being the mod infignificant of 
all your old humble fervants, you were fo cruet 
as never tor give roe time to aflc a favour,^ but pre- 
vented nie in doing whatever you thought I de-' 
fired, or could be for my credit or advantage. 

I have often admired at the capricioufncfs of 
Fortune in regard to your Lordihip. She hath 
forced courts to zCt againft the oldeft and mod 
conftant maxims ; to make you a general, becaufc 
you had courage and condu6l; an ambaffador, be- 
caufe you had wifdom and knowledge in the in- 
terefts of Europe ; and an admiral, on account 
of your ikill in maritime affairs. Whereas^ ac-f 
cording to the ufual method of court-pro€eed<» 
ings, I fhould ha^ve been at the head of th« army^ 
and you of the church, or rather a curate undeft 
the Dean of St Patrick's. 

The Archbiihop of Dublin laments that he 
did not fee your Lordfliip till he was juft upot% 
the point of leaving the Bath. I pray God you 
may have found fuccefs in that journey, elfe t 
ihall continue to think there is a«*fatality in all 
your Lordfliip's undertakings, wliich only termi-> 
nate in your own honour, and the good of the 
public, without the leaft advantage to your health 
or fortune. 

V 
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I remember Lord Oxford's miniftrf ufed %q 
tell me, tbsit not knowing wbere to write to you^ 
they were forced to write at you. It is fo with 
me I for you are In one thing an erangelical man, 
that you know not where to lay your head, and 
I think you have no houfe. Pray, my Lord, write 
to me, that! may have the pleafure, in this fcoun- 
drel country, of going about and fiiewing my de- 
pending parfons a letter from the Earl of Peter-^ 
borow. I am, (2fr. 



LETTER DXXXIX. • 

CHARLES FORD, ES^ TO 1>R SWIFT. 

London^ Dte. 23. 1732*^ 

YEsTERDAT I received your letter of the 
9th, and am infinitely obliged to you for 
the conilant concern you flicw for me. I am 
afliamed to trouble you fo much and fo often in 
my own affairs ; and your great kindnefs makes' 
me almoft afliamed to aik pardon for it, * * 

I am very glad to hear the charadJer you give 
of Lord Orrery. He was extremely applauded 
for a fpeech be made againft the Army BilK 
There is no danger of repealing the Tcft. The 
court has taken the ufual method of gaining the 
fanatick leaders, much againft the grain of the 
body. It is faid the Bifliop of Salifbury is the 
chief encourager of them j that the Qaeen fpoke 
to him, and that he anfwered, He had promifed, 

and 
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:\iid would not fail them. He can be befmeared, 
although ttey would not fufFer him to go the 
dirty road to Durham. That was the excufe 
they made him upon the lad vacancy of- that fee. 
I am extremely proud that Lady Achefon does 
me the honour to remember her humbft fervant. 
I heartily wi(h ihe could be perfuaded to keep 
good hours, having obl^ervcd, by many of my ac- 
quaintance, that nothing impairs health fo much 
as fitting up late. I often hear from my filler : 
She writes in quite another drain than flie talked, 
with chearfulnefs and good-nature. I fancy 
Arfinla * has cured the Lady of her fpieen. 

I heartily wifh you many new years, with 
health and happinefs; and am, moil entirely, bfc, 
I am told poor Gay's play is now in rehearfal, 
and will pleafe. It was that brought him 
to town a little before he died ; though, 
without his fever, he could not probabfy 
have held out long any wherflh 

• Tke feat of Peter Ludlow^ Efq; fatker t« the prefeat 
Z^rd LudUw. 
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